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WHAT IS DYSLEXIA?

The International Dyslexia Association defines “dyslexia” in the following way:  Dyslexia
is a specific learning disability that is neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by
difficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and
decoding abilities. These difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological
component of language that is often unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities
and the provision of effective classroom instruction. Secondary consequences may
include problems in reading comprehension and reduced reading experience that can
impede the growth of vocabulary and background knowledge. Adopted by the
International Dyslexia Association Board of Directors, November 12, 2002.

Texas Education Code (TEC) §38.003 defines dyslexia in the following way:  “Dyslexia
means a disorder of constitutional origin manifested by a difficulty in learning to read,
write, or spell, despite conventional instruction, adequate intelligence, and sociocultural
opportunity.”

The following link will take you to a video that provides a deeper understanding of
dyslexia and its lifelong effects. Click here to watch the video.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/zafiGBrFkRM


OVERVIEW OF THE DODD CITY ISD DYSLEXIA PROGRAM

The DCISD Dyslexia Program follows all TEA guidelines for assessment, identification,
and instruction as per TEA guidelines outlined in the TEA Dyslexia Handbook. The TEA
Dyslexia Handbook has been updated, and the updates became effective on February
10, 2022.

Click here to access the updated Dyslexia Handbook published by the Texas Education
Agency.

To access Important Changes for Families to Understand click one of the following:
English and Spanish.

Dodd City Independent School district supports the educational concept that reading,
writing, and spelling skills provide the foundation for overall academic success.
Although dyslexia is a life-long condition, the DCISD Dyslexia Program equips students
with the skills needed to be successful in school.  The DCISD Dyslexia Program
provides students who have a diagnosis of dyslexia with the opportunity to participate in
the Multisensory Teaching Approach (MTA) program.  MTA is a research-based,
comprehensive intervention program for students with dyslexia.  Instruction in the MTA
program is administered by teachers who have completed rigorous training in delivery of
this program.

Dodd City ISD has two teachers trained to deliver MTA Dyslexia instruction:

Karen Kelton and Teresa Massie

https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-dyslexia-handbook-2021.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2021_dyslexia_handbook_important_changes_for_families.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2021_dyslexia_handbook_important_changes_for_families_spanish.pdf


PROCESS OF IDENTIFICATION AND INTERVENTION



K-1 SCREENING FOR DYSLEXIA

With the enactment of TEC 38.003, Dodd City ISD began screening all kindergarten and
first-grade students for dyslexia.  TxKEA (for Kindergarten screening) and The Texas
Primary Reading Inventory (TPRI for first grade screening) are evidence-based
assessments that help classroom teachers identify students in kindergarten and first
grade who may be at risk for dyslexia. Both assessments meet the criteria of TEC
38.003 for the screening of all kindergarten and first-grade students at the times
specified in the TEA Dyslexia Handbook, Updated 2022.  Results of the screeners are
reviewed, and a determination for additional instruction is made at the campus level.
Results are reported to parents, campus administrators, and campus dyslexia
instructors for review. Appropriate campus intervention is planned as needed.

STUDENT ASSESSMENT

Teachers and parents may refer a student for a dyslexia assessment to the teacher or
administrator. If the student is already receiving Special Education services or already
has accommodations under Section 504, then the request for assessment may come
via the ARD Committee or the 504 Committee.  Parents must give written consent for a
dyslexia assessment. DCISD will recommend that initial assessments for dyslexia be
referred to Special Education for a FIE (Full Individual Evaluation). If parents decline a
FIE, then parents have the option to have the dyslexia assessment through Section
504. Once the FIE is completed by Special Education, the ARD committee will meet to
review the results. After a dyslexia assessment is completed through Section 504, a 504
Review Committee (which is composed of DCISD dyslexia instructors as well as
classroom teachers and administrators) reviews the confidential test results to assure
that all areas of concern are properly assessed prior to returning to the parents and the
ARD or 504 Committee. The ARD or 504 Committee (with parents in attendance)
confirms or denies the diagnosis of dyslexia. Students may be referred to the MTA
program, in addition to other services decided upon by the committee.

MTA is the reading intervention program DCISD has adopted to provide instruction for
students identified with dyslexia.  Services in the program are decided by the Student
Support Team, 504 or ARD Committee and adhere to the recommended program
usage. Based on response to MTA intervention and progress monitoring results and/or
classroom performance, some students may exit the program.  Again, these decisions
are made by committee.

PROGRESS MONITORING

While students are actively enrolled in the MTA program, their reading progress is
monitored by the dyslexia instructor. This monitoring will include reading rate, accuracy,
and comprehension as well as progress on State and District assessments.  Monitoring
results are reported to campus administration as well as to the SST, ARD, or 504
Committees.

TRANSITION FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO COLLEGE

It is important for parents to keep records for students to present to the college when



applying for accommodations in college.  Colleges should not require re-assessment for
students with dyslexia; a history of receiving accommodations under 504 or IDEA
should be sufficient. When applying to college, it is the student’s responsibility to
“self-disclose” their dyslexia and the need for accommodations. High school transcripts
do not identify the student as an individual with dyslexia. The International Dyslexia
Association website (www.dyslexiaida.org) has several fact sheets that are helpful as
students transition to college (see link below).

PARENT AND STUDENT RESOURCES

The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) provides many helpful resources for
parents. Some of the most often used and helpful Fact Sheets are linked below, but
there are many others on the IDA website www.dyslexiaida.org.

Additional resources:

● ADHD and Dyslexia- Click Here
● Accommodations for Students with Dyslexia-Click Here
● Adolescents and Adults with Dyslexia- Click Here
● Applying for Accommodations on College Entrance Tests- Click Here
● Assessment of Dyslexia- Click Here
● Dyslexia Basics- Click Here
● Dyslexia-Stress-Anxiety Connection- Click Here
● Effective Reading Instruction for Students with Dyslexia- Click Here
● Gifted and Dyslexic- Click Here
● Helpful Terminology- Click Here
● Morphological Awareness- Click Here
● Oral Language Impairments and Dyslexia- Click Here
● Spelling-Click Here
● Technology and App Tools- Click Here
● Understanding Dysgraphia- Click Here
● Working Memory: The Engine for Learning- Click Here
● Suggested books for parents and students with dyslexia - Click Here

http://www.dyslexiaida.org/
http://www.dyslexiaida.org/
https://dyslexiaida.org/attention-deficithyperactivity-disorder-adhd-and-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/accommodations-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/adolescents-and-adults-with-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/applying-for-accommodations-on-college-entrance-tests-2/
https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-assessment-what-is-it-and-how-can-it-help-2/
https://dyslexiaida.org/dyslexia-basics-2/
https://dyslexiaida.org/the-dyslexia-stress-anxiety-connection-2/
https://dyslexiaida.org/effective-reading-instruction-for-students-with-dyslexia/
https://app.box.com/s/7b1pme4nshtqe2uh1cll9mv9bmbf4pxz
https://app.box.com/s/fqj5iepcz3z9vwm0c6ew417gq8ta9f3i
https://app.box.com/s/hheu57q67b8szxoxg2rfzzfcxi934tx9
https://dyslexiaida.org/oral-language-impairments-and-dyslexia-2/
https://app.box.com/s/phcrmtjl4uncu6c6y4qmzml8r41yc06r
https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/11cx1v_BFDDE3JNokQR_jMdP28h-t6Bq8AXHNwkQ-VlM/edit
https://app.box.com/s/ew9gmxm2r63hrnhfshkr
https://dyslexiaida.org/?p=9252
https://4.files.edl.io/8ec8/08/04/21/174941-f63e40b1-694f-4402-bfab-f5ec19bc6a47.pdf


NOTICE OF RIGHTS FOR DISABLED STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS UNDER
§504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 1973

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, commonly known in the schools as “SECTION 504”, is a federal law passed by the United States Congress

with the purpose of prohibiting discrimination against disabled persons who may participate in, or receive benefits from, programs receiving

federal disabled persons who may participate in, receive benefits from, programs receiving federal financial assistance. In the public schools

specifically, §504 applies to ensure that eligible disabled students are provided with educational benefits equal to those provided to

non-disabled students.

Under §504, a student is considered “disabled” if he or she suffers from a physical or mental impairment that substantially; limits one or more

of their major life activities, such as learning, self-care, walking, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, working, and performing manual tasks.

Section 504 also applies to students who have a record of having a substantially limiting impairment, or who are regarded as being disabled

even if they are truly not disabled. Students can be considered disabled, and can receive services under §504, even if they do not qualify for, or

receive, special education.

The purpose of this Notice is to inform parents and students of the rights granted them under §504. The federal regulations that implement

§504 are found at Title 34, Part 104 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) and entitle parents of eligible students, and the students

themselves, to have the following rights:

1. You have the right to be informed about your rights under §504. [34 CFR 104.32] The school district must provide you with written

notice of your rights under §504 (this document represents written notice of rights as required under §504). If you need further explanation or

clarification of any of the rights described in this Notice, contact appropriate staff persons at the district’s §504 office and they will assist you in

understanding your rights 34 CFR 104.32

2. Under §504, your child has the right to an appropriate education designed to meet his/her individual educational needs as adequately

as the needs of non-disabled students are met. 34 CFR 104.33

3. Your child has the right to free educational services except for those fees that are imposed on non-disabled students or their parents.

Insurers and similar third parties are not relieved from an otherwise valid obligation to provide or pay for services provided to a disabled

student. 34 CFR 104.33

4. To the maximum extent appropriate, your child has the right to be educated with children who are not disabled. Your child will be

placed and educated in regular classes, unless the District demonstrates that his or her educational needs cannot be adequately met in the

regular classroom, even with the use of supplementary aids and services. 34 CFR 104.34

5. Your child has a right to facilities, services, and activities that are comparable to those provided for non-disabled students. 34 CFR

104.34

6. The School District must undertake an evaluation of your child prior to determining his or her appropriate educational placement or

program of services under §504, and also before every subsequent significant change in placement 34 CFR 104.35

7. If formal assessment instruments are used as part of an evaluation, procedures used to administer assessments and other instruments

must comply with the requirements of §504 regarding test validity, proper method of administration, and appropriate test selection. [34 CFR

104.35] The district shall consider information from a variety of sources, including aptitude and achievement tests, teacher recommendations,

physical condition, social and cultural background, adaptive behavior, physical or medical reports, students grades, progress reports, parent

observations, anecdotal reports, and state assessment scores. 34 CFR 104.35

8. Placement decisions regarding your child must be made by a group of persons (a §504 committee) knowledgeable about your child, the

meaning of the evaluation data, the placement options, and the requirements that to the maximum extent appropriate, disabled children

should be educated with non-disabled children. 34 CFR 104.35

9. If your child is eligible under §504, he or she has a right to periodic re-evaluations to determine if there has been a change in

educational needs. Generally, an evaluation will take place at least every three years. 34 CFR 104.35

10. You have the right to be notified prior to any action by the District in regards to the identification, evaluation, or placement of your

child. 34 CFR 104.36

11. You have the right to an impartial due process hearing with respect to the district’s actions regarding your child’s identification,

evaluation, or educational placement under §504. [34 CFR 104.36] You have the right to participate personally at the hearing, and to be

represented by an attorney, if you wish to hire one. 34 CFR 104.36

12. If you wish to contest the actions of the district’s §504 Committee in regard to your child’s identification, evaluation, or educational

placement, you should file a written Notice of Appeal or a Request for Hearing with the district’s §504 Coordinator at the address below:

Angie Freeman

DCISD

602 N. Main

Dodd City, TX  75438

903-583-7585

You will then be notified in writing of the hearing date, time, and place.

13. If you disagree with the decision of the impartial hearing officer, you have a right to a review of that decision by a court of competent

jurisdiction. 34 CFR 104.36

14. On §504 matters other than your child’s identification, evaluation, and placement, you have a right to file a complaint with the district’s

§504 Coordinator, who will investigate the allegations to the extent warranted by the nature of the complaint in an effort to reach a prompt and

equitable resolution.

15. You also have a right to file a complaint with the Office of Civil Rights. The address of the Regional Office, which covers Texas, is:

Office of Civil Right, Region VI

1200 Main Tower Building, Room 1935

Dallas, TX  75202



214-767-3959


