
USD 365 Reopening 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

 
What sanitizing in school buildings has been done to prepare for the start of school? 
The district maintenance staff have been working diligently to get schools ready.   Here are a few 
things we have in place to keep everyone safe:  we have electronic ionizer disinfectant sprayers 
for each school building including the transportation department, we are installing hospital grade 
air filters in HVAC system, we have hand sanitizer in the buildings and in the classroom, safety 
shields will be installed in the office areas and food service area.  Other steps will be taken 
during the school day to keep the facilities and equipment clean. 
 
How many students will be in the hallway at one time? 

An exact number cannot be given as it depends on the building, on-site enrollment, etc. 

Schedules will be evaluated to determine best practices to maintain social distancing; some 

strategies may include scheduling transition time differently, routing of student in hallways, one-

way directional signage, etc. 

 
Will elementary students have recess? 

Yes. It is important that students be able to have free time to socialize with friends. Scheduling 

recess time and social distancing will be considerations when students are on recess.   

 
Who will be required to wear masks? 

Current guidelines require all students, staff, and others entering a USD 365 attendance centers 

to wear masks.   

 
Will students be required to provide their own masks? 

Yes. The school district will have disposable masks available should a student forget their 

mask, but the expectation will be that all students provide their own masks. 

 
Who will be enforcing students to wear masks? 

Teachers, staff, and administrators will monitor and enforce the wearing of masks. 

 
Will students have to wear the masks all day? 

Students will be allowed to take their masks off during lunch and staff will be encouraged to 

seek opportunities to allow mask breaks by taking students outside while still socially distancing 

to keep everyone safe. 

 
Will temperatures occur regularly for students and staff? 

All individuals entering a USD 365 building will have their temperature taken upon arriving at the 

school. Hands free thermal cameras will be utilized to maintain confidentiality and to allow for a 

timely process to not slow the start of school. Those found to have an initial temperature 

reading of 100 degrees or more will have their temperature rechecked by school staff to 

determine if the individual needs to be sent home.



 
Will there be adequate space to social distance during lunch? 

Many different spaces may be utilized to allow for social distancing during lunch. Gymnasiums, 

multi-purpose rooms, and other areas may be utilized in addition to the lunchroom. Building 

principals and staff will be working on scheduling, etc. to implement social distancing individual 

buildings. 

 
What educational options are there for my student this fall? 

Please refer to the USD 365 Reopening Schools Plan for detailed information. 

 
Onsite Learning - students will attend school as normal with necessary safety precautions as 

described in the reopening plan. 

 
Remote Learning - students will attend school from home and be provided instruction by USD 

365 teachers. Students will be expected to spend the same amount of time on schoolwork at 

home as the students who are attending Onsite Learning. Depending on the number of 

students who enroll in Remote Learning we will determine the exact details, but students 

should plan to interact with teachers via Google Classroom/Meet during normal school hours. 

Some courses may not be offered remotely.  Students and parents will be required to submit 

daily learning logs to document attendance for the Kansas State Department of Education. 

This documentation will be sent in weekly to the school.  Parents should arrange a conference 

with their building principal for details about the remote learning option. 

 
When is the deadline for signing up for Remote Learning? 

Parents who are wanting to sign their student up for Remote Learning need to contact their 

building principal as soon as possible.  It will be assumed that if students have not signed up 

for Remote Learning they plan to attend in-person for Onsite Learning. 

 
Are we required to enroll if we want Remote Learning? 

Yes. All students attending or receiving instruction from USD 365 must enroll online or in-

person on August 4, 2020 at the all school enrollment. 

 
Will elementary students go to specials as normal? 

To maintain stable groups of students and minimize travel between classes, some of the 

special’s classes may take place in the regular education classroom.  In some cases, the 

teacher may travel to the students instead of the students going to the teacher’s classroom. 

This will allow for more stable groups and decrease cross contamination by many students 

using the same classroom. Building principals will work with staff to determine the best 

strategies to allow for specials while maintaining social distancing. 

 
Will desks be wiped down between classes? 

It is the goal of USD #365 to clean desk, chairs, computer surfaces on a regular basis.  All 

desks and classrooms will be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected nightly. 

 

 

How will students be socially distanced on the bus? 



USD #365 Transportation will assign students from the same household to the same seat on 

the bus and will socially distance when possible. All students will be required to wear a mask on 

the bus as socially distancing may not be an option for all routes. Parents are asked to not send 

their children to school or on the bus if they have a temperature of 100 degrees or higher or 

exhibit other COVID related symptoms. 

 

How will you fill any gaps in learning for my child from the previous school year?  

USD #365 teachers develop lessons and units that are aligned to the Kansas State Standards. 
These Standards describe what students must know and be able to do in each academic content 
area.  

 

How will teachers assess student skills?  

USD #365 teachers will assess student skills to determine readiness levels. Teachers will focus 
on student strengths and develop lessons to meet the needs of each learner. 

 

Will grading remain the same? 

 Student work shall be graded according to USD #365 policy.  Grade-level standards shall be 
taught and assessed by the student’s teacher.   

 

How will the district accommodate students with special needs? Students with weakened 
immune systems? 

Students with special needs or weakened immune systems may be accommodated through both 
traditional and remote instruction.  If parents have concerns about their child, who may be at 
high-risk because of COVID-19, they may explore the remote learning option to allow their child 
to continue their education offsite.  

 

How will the Social Emotional Learning (SEL) needs of our students be addressed? 

Southeast Kansas Mental Health may be available to assist families with their needs.  
Counselors will be available to support students, families, and teachers.  

 

How will the district serve students who have special needs (Special Education)? 

In the event of a school closure, USD #365 Special Services will work with families to meet the 
needs of their students. More information will be available through the special needs’ staff.  

 

Will students attend every day? Or will an alternate schedule be utilized? 

 At this time, USD #365 students will attend every academic calendar day. The attendance 
location may vary from traditional face-to-face instruction to remote instruction depending on 
requirements or pandemic regulations at that time or in accordance with local health officials or 
state officials’ requirements. Alternative scheduling may be implemented, if needed, during the 
2020-2021 school year. 

 

What about extracurricular activities and sports in the fall? 

 Activities will follow the KSHSAA activity requirements for the fall, winter and spring seasons.  
Final decisions related COVID-19 related KSHSAA recommendations will be determined locally.  

 

 

What about programs and large group gatherings? 

 Large group gathering may be limited during the 2020-2021 school year.  

 



Where will students eat breakfast and lunch? 

 For breakfast and lunch, an alternative scheduled may be implemented in each building.   In 
case school facilities are required to be shut down during the year for COVID-19, meals will be 
delivered to students as it was done during the past spring. 

 

May visitors come for lunch? 

 At this time, no visitors are allowed to come for lunch at the school (s) during the fall semester.  
(This restriction may be extended depending on the community spread of COVID-19 and/or as 
determined by local health officials or school board).  

 

May volunteers come to school to help?  

The building principal will determine the need for volunteers in the school building (s).  All visitors 
entering USD #365 school buildings will be required to wear a facemask or face covering and 
have their temperature screened. 

 

Will backpacks and non-school items (toys, games, etc.) be allowed? 

While backpacks will be allowed in schools, parents are encouraged to disinfect and/or wash 
their child (s) backpack on a regular basis.  Toys, games, etc. that do not serve an educational 
purpose will not be allowed during the 2020-2021 school year unless allowed by the building 
principal for certain occasions. 


