
Peggy Tholen 

GHS/ACHS Math Teacher 1973-2005 

 

The inaugural honoree of the Kenny Kellstadt Family Wall of Fame is awarded posthumously to Peggy 

Tholen, math teacher at Garnett High School/Anderson County Jr. Sr. High School for over 30 years. 

Peggy embodied, if not exceeded, these qualities of character. Just by being herself she made those 

around her better. She loved math and strove to instill that love in all of her students. She championed 

and dedicated herself to the success of her students, which included tutoring anyone who needed and 

or wanted it. Even if math wasn’t your subject, she inspired students to achieve their best in her class. 

Learning and laughter were synonymous with her classroom.  She found creative, inventive and engag-

ing ways to teach math, which is no small feat! Many her students recall her fondness for celebrating 

“Pi Day” and more than likely could sing the “Quadratic Equation” and “Pythagorean Theorem,” alge-

braic formulas that she set to tunes such as “The Battle Hymn of the Republic.” Peggy was equally en-

gaged in extracurricular activities serving as Kayettes sponsor and coached the Scholars Bowl team, 

just to name a few. Along with fellow colleague and friends, they spearheaded caravans to away foot-

ball games. It was during these caravans that they would award aptly named, “Worthless Prizes.” To 

give you an example of one such prize given away was a dirty practice football jersey. By the time they 

were finished with the embellished description of the item, you thought you’d won something price-

less, and indeed you had. Just as she was in her teaching, Peggy dedicated and shared her talents with 

her church, Holy Angels Catholic Church, teaching parenting classes, acting in Chamber Player produc-

tions, and assisting her husband, Rick, in the family business, Plumbing and Heating Unlimited. She was 

also a proud mother of two daughters, Kyle and Kara, and was happiest at being a grandmother. 

Peggy has left a lasting impact and legacy on this community, her colleagues and all of her students. 

Garnett, GHS and ACHS owe her a debt of gratitude. Her daughters, Kyle and Kara accepted this award 

on Friday, October 12, 2018. ` 


