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Writing Quality Learning Targets 
Learning Center

Characteristics of quality learning targets 

Quality learning targets should be clear, accessible, foundational, valuable, and lesson sized.

Clear to teachers

A clear learning target . . . 

• focuses on what students will learn in a lesson, as distinct from what students will do in the lesson. 
The first step in achieving clarity is for the teacher to identify what students should know, understand 
or do by the end of the lesson. 

• keeps the learning focused on what students will learn in the lesson, avoiding broad or general 
learning targets. 

Accessible to students

An accessible learning target . . . 

• is written in age-appropriate language. For students to understand what they should be learning, 
they must first understand the language used in the learning target. 

• uses words that place the focus on student learning and mastery. The learning target may begin 
with a stem such as We are learning . . . , Students can . . . , or Students will know and  
be able to . . . 

• is not equivalent to a state standard. 

Foundational for the next level

A foundational learning target . . . 

• provides necessary or prerequisite learning for the next level. 

• is both developmentally and cognitively appropriate. 

Valuable to all

A valuable learning target . . . 

• can be generalized across more than one content; it has value in multiple disciplines. If a learning 
target is free of context, it can illustrate to students that there are many reasons or situations for 
learning the concept or skill. 

• focuses on material that is important for students to know. 

• is steeped in real-world applications and life experiences. 

Lesson sized

A lesson-sized learning target . . . 

• is not trivial, but it is not huge, either. In general, learning targets should reflect the amount of 
learning you expect students to accomplish in a single lesson. It is focused and concise. 


