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From The Podium
Happy February! 

I hope you all have had a wonderful January. January 
flew by. I can’t believe that it’s February. It seems 
like it was yesterday when we started school. As 
always, lots to talk about. 

First, I’d like to congratulate our kiddos who 
performed in the TMEA All-District Band the other 
week. It always floors me how they are able to put 
together a full concert in around 8 hours with kids 
they do not know and a conductor that isn’t their 
band director. These kiddos had an incredible 
performance. We are very proud. Just to let you 
know, GJHS had the second highest number of 
musicians in the band by only one student. It’s been a 
long time since that has happened. We are looking 
forward to seeing more of our kids be as successful in 
the future. 

We are hitting our Sandy Lake, and UIL music pretty 
hard. The kids are making really good progress. You 
should ask your child to play their music for you. I 
believe you will be very impressed. Keep 
encouraging your child to practice on a nightly basis. 
The more they practice, the better they will get. I 
have set dates for music test offs in the calendar. In 
order for the kids to go to Sandy Lake or UIL, they 
must test off their music, pass all of their classes, 
behaved in their other classes, and participate fully 
every day.  

I’d like to let you know of a discussion we’ve had 
with the kids. There seems to be a rise in the amount 
of kids who have been in trouble lately. Not only here 
at the JH, but at the HS as well.The reasoning for this 
is kids making poor choices. We’ve talked to them 
about the importance of doing the right thing and 
making smart choices in and out of school. We want 
your kids to be model citizens. I know it is hard, but 
they need to do the right thing even when people 
aren’t looking. If your wouldn’t mind, please help me 

reinforce this concept. Hearing it from you will have 
a huge impact. Thank you for your help. 

As a program, we are changing the way that we 
approach solo and ensemble. The problem with 
participating at the UIL Solo and Ensemble is the 
date it usually falls. February comes very quickly and 
there is a ton of pressure on the kiddos to get ready in 
a very short amount of time. There are also other 
things that we can do during the month of January to 
get our kids ready for contest and other 
performances. We will have some kids going, but not 
as many as we usually have. What we are planning to 
do is hosting our own festival in late April. This will 
give us much more time to prepare and in turn not 
putting too much pressure on the kids, giving them 
plenty of time to prepare. We will bring in judges 
from around the area to critique the kids. We can’t 
wait to get this going. More details to follow next 
month. 

I have had to make some other changes to the 
calendar due to Track and Tennis schedules. 
Hopefully, there should be no reason to make any 
other changes. Please make sure you have these dates 
posted somewhere where you and your child won’t 
miss or forget. Although there are few, these extra 
rehearsals are very important to the success of our 
contest bands. These dates will also be updated in our 
Google Calendar on the JH, Band, and District 
calendars.
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6th Grade Band 

These kids are flying through their 
music for Sandy Lake. They are 
ahead of the game and if they keep 
putting in the work in class and at 
home, they will be very successful 
come April 6th. 

I’ll be honest, we have been 
cramming a lot of music and new 
concepts down the kids throat since 
we have been back. They have 
taken to their instruction extremely 
well and I think they are having 
had a good time in the process. We 
sure have been having fun with 
them. In order for these concepts to 
stick, your child needs to practice 
at home and reinforce everything 
they have learned. Like we tell the 
kids, the tools we provide for 
success will only be useful if they 
work hard in class as well as at 
home. Don’t leave them in the 
garage to rust. Even 15 minutes of 
solid, uninterrupted practice every 
evening will go a long way. That 
goes the same for their regular 
classes. If they are doing the work 
in class as well as at home, they 
will be very successful.  

JH Band 

It’s really nice when we are ahead 
of the game. Both the 7th and 8th 
Grade Bands have been working 
hard on their UIL Contest music 
for the last few weeks and can hack 
through all three of their contest 
pieces. Now don’t get me wrong, 
we are far from being contest 

ready, but they are heading in the 
right direction. For being February 
7th, things are going well. I will 
have test-off dates posted in 
Google Classroom and will post in 
the usual places. 

This is a busy time of the year for 
our 7th and 8th Graders. Track 
season is starting and Tennis is 
going into high gear. I have been 
careful to make sure that our 
calendar has no conflicts with 
either events. I will ask the kids to 
make sure that their coaches know 
of their after school rehearsals so 
they can plan their practices 
accordingly. Unfortunately, we do 
have a conflict with the 7th Grade 
rehearsal and a Tennis match in 
Bowie on March 27th. It’s just 
unavoidable but not a problem. 
Those handful of Tennis kiddos 
will be expected to miss the 
rehearsal that day. Contests, games 
and matches take precedent over a 
practice. I will require that the kids 
go and do great things that day. 

We will start into our solo and 
ensemble prep the beginning of 
March. We do have a percussion 
group and a soloist going to UIL. 
Both have been working on their 
music since January. We will 
include them in our April festival 
as well.  

The kids will start working on 
preparations on the second portion 
of their UIL contest in two weeks. 
Sight-reading is a detailed 
orientated event. We will work on 

the skills necessary to be 
successful which will include 
reading a lot of past sight-reading 
pieces as well as some shorter 
versions in our books. We will do a 
demonstration of the process 
during our Pre-UIL Concert on 
March 19th.  

Before I sign off for another 
month. I’d like to send a heartfelt 
congratulations to Kaylea Wright. 
Kaylea was selected to be a part of 
the ATSSB All-State Band. This is 
the SECOND year that she made 
the band. That is an incredible feat. 
Making it once is a big deal. Doing 
it twice is out of this world. We 
will take Kaylea to San Antonio 
next week for the TMEA 
Convention. I can’t wait to see her 
perform with this group. 

Speaking of next week. The kids 
will be playing on Monday, but not 
the rest of the week. They will 
have work to do while we are gone 
and are expected to behave for the 
sub and get their work finished. I 
know that there will be a day or 
two that the Stuco kids will be out 
doing great things. They won’t 
have to worry about that work on 
the days they are gone. 

Well, that’s February’s newsletter. I 
hope you have a wonderful month.  

Take! 

Mr. G
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Graham Junior High School Band 
1000 Second Street 
Graham, TX 76450 
dogieband@grahamisd.com 
www.grahamisd.com/grubbs 

Dogie Band Calendar 

February 
16th  -  End of 4th Six Weeks. Must be passing to be able to participate in all events. 
19th  -  Staff Development Day 
20th  -  Beginning of 5th Six Weeks 
24th  -  Region 7 UIL Solo and Ensemble Festival - Selected 7th and 8th Graders. 

March 
8th  -  6th Grade Band Sandy Lake Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm. 
12th - 15th  Spring Break 
19th  -  7th Grade UIL Contest Band Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
22nd  -  Pre-UIL Concert for 7th and 8th Grade Band 6pm - 7pm 
26th  -  6th Grade Contest Band Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm *Date Change* 
27th  -  7th Grade UIL Contest Band Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm *Date Change* 
29th  -  8th Grade Band Contest Band Rehearsal 6pm - 7:30pm  
30th  -  School Holliday.  

April 
2nd  -  6th Grade Band Sandy Lake Contest Band Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
3rd  -  6th Grade Band Sandy Lake Contest Band Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
3rd  -  Sandy Lake Chaperone Meeting 5pm - 6pm 
4th - HS Band Region 7 UIL Concert and Sight-reading Contest. 
5th  -  7th and 8th Grade Bands Region 7 UIL Concert and Sight-reading Contest TBA 
5th  -  6th Grade Band Sandy Lake Contest Band Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm This will depend on the scheduling for UIL 
6th  -  7th Grade Contest Band to Sandy Lake All Day. 
13th  -  5th Six Weeks Ends 
16th  -  6th Six Weeks Begins 

May 
4th  -  Chaperone Meeting for UIL Reward Trip 
10th  -  8th Grade Band Spring Concert Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
11th  -  UIL Reward Trip to Six Flags All Day 
14th  -  7th Grade Band Spring Concert Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
15th  -  6th Grade Band Spring Concert Rehearsal 3:30pm - 4:30pm 
17th  -  GJHS Bands Spring Concert 6pm 
25th  -  Early Release/Summer Break Begins 
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