
 

DIT Minutes   
January 9, 2023 

Graham Education Center  

Members present: Sonny Cruse, Robert Loomis, Barbara Lewis, Kay Berru, Rhonda Mills, Koby 
Andrews, Hugh Grubbs, Josh Kidd, Natalie  Husen, Gary Browning, Erika Schmidt  

Members absent: Kody Travis, Courtney Robertson, Kyle Rodgers, Elizabeth Rose, Angela Tate, 
Shondalyn Essig, Anne Routon, Garrett Pettus, Shanna Wolfe, Stephanie Davis, Lori Acrea, Julie 
Pettus 

Mr. Robert Loomis, GISD Assistant Superintendent, welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 
4:002 pm.  

Mr. Loomis gave an update teaching, paraprofessional, and administrative positions.  Currently, GISD 
has openings for a GHS math teacher and Crestview has an opening for a campus administrator.   GHS 
filled its science teaching opening, and an interim principal is in place at Crestview.  

Mr. Loomis discussed the GISD “Grow Your Own” future educator’s program.  We currently have 10 
paraprofessionals enrolled in Hartwell University.  They have completed their first semester.  As part of 
our retention program, GISD is reimbursing the cost of each semester for these aspiring educators.  It is 
our hope that in 4 years, these staff members could be employed as teachers in GISD. 

Mr. Loomis gave an update on the GISD Calendar Committee and the progress that has been made.  The 
committee has discussed eight calendar options for next year.  We are looking at a 4-day instructional 
week, hybrid calendars, and a modified 5-day instructional week.  In addition, we are looking at a 6 week 
vs. 9 week grading period for each of the calendar choices.  The committee will meet on 1/10/23 to 
narrow the choices down to 3.   Once this is accomplished, they will be put out for a staff and community 
vote.  The goal will be to recommend a calendar at the February School Board meeting.   

Mr. Gary Browning, GISD Director of Curriculum, discussed the TAPR report.    

Mr. Sonny Cruse, GISD Superintendent, gave an update on the potential for calling a school bond in May.  
He discussed the process the Community Advisory Board has made in discussing a potential bond package.  
Mr. Cruse also talked about current and future local projects.   

Mrs. Natalie Husen, GISD Director of Special Programs, gave an update on ESSER III.     

Mr. Loomis presented the future meeting dates for the DIT and the Calendar committee. There was no  
new business discussed.   

Meeting was adjourned at 4:55 pm. 


