
David’s Law
Senate Bill 179

“In today’s age, bullies don’t push you into lockers, they don’t tell their victims to meet them behind 

the school’s dumpster after class, they cower behind user names and fake profiles from miles away 

constantly berating and abusing good, innocent people,” Cliff Molak, David’s brother.
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➢ David had achieved the prestigious rank of Eagle Scout.

➢ Among David’s passions were hunting, fishing, and 

playing video games with his older brothers, Cliff and 

Chris. 

➢ His infectious smile and sharp wit entertained his peers to 

the dismay of his teachers, but all in good fun.

About David



David Molak - a brother’s perspective

A set of 6-10 unknown numbers added David Molak to a group text in which he began 

receiving comments berating him on his physical appearance, Cliff Molak recalled.  

“My first response to him was ‘These kids suck, that’s really the best insult they can come 

up with?’ but I didn’t get the response I wanted. I thought he would laugh but he just stared 

off into distance and you could see his pain,” 

Cliff Molak said in an interview. “He just felt that people hated him.”

Cliff Molak spoke of a social hierarchy at Alamo Heights High School — one he said his 

brother did not exactly hold a top spot on — which is why his tormentors found his 

relationship with a girl he described as the school’s “queen bee” upsetting, he believes.



“David took his own life on January 4, 2016 at the age of 16. 

David was overwhelmed with hopelessness after being continuously harassed, humiliated and threatened 

by a group of students through text messages and social media...Experts tell us that cyberbullying can 

lead to depression, low self-esteem, anxiety, and, as we know, suicide.

We hope to honor David’s legacy by doing all that we can to prevent this from happening to 

another family. No child should have to face this kind of harassment and no family should have to 

endure the pain of losing a precious child in response…

We are challenging parents and schools to take an active role in supervising and monitoring children for 

signs of involvement as an aggressor, victim or bystander of cyberbullying.”

A Note from David’s Family



LAWMAKERS INTRODUCE “DAVID’S LAW” TO COMBAT CYBER BULLYING

On December 14, 2015, Senator José Menéndez and Representative Ina Minjarez 

met with the Vasquez family. Their son, Matt, had been repeatedly harassed 

online through anonymous social media accounts. Among other attacks, Matt was 

bullied for having leukemia and encouraged to kill himself. Both offices worked 

with school officials and law enforcement, but were told current law was not 

sufficient. 

Students like David Molak and Matt Vasquez were being harassed and threatened 

on social media not in the gym locker room. 

I hope it signals a change in our culture - a reprioritization of our 
values. The Texas Legislature took a strong stance against bullying. I 
know the ripple effects will save a child's life." - Sen. Menendez

http://www.kens5.com/news/local/lawmakers-introduce-davids-law-to-combat-cyber-bullying/382136181


Bullying Redefined

●  It makes it clear that bullying does not have to involve a pattern of repeated 

behavior. “A single significant act” might be sufficient to meet the definition 

of “bullying.” 

 



Bullying Redefined

● It will require school 

districts to include 

cyberbullying policies in 

their district policies on 

bullying.  

● It will give school districts 

the ability to investigate 

bullying off campus if it 

materially affects the 

school environment and it 

will allow schools and law 

enforcement to collaborate 

on investigations.

 



Effect on Target

●  Our definition of bullying has always required that there be an effect on the target. That effect 

could be physical harm, or the threat of it; or damage to property; or an “intimidating, 

threatening, or abusive educational environment.” The new law adds to this, by stating that it is 

“bullying” if the behavior “materially and substantially disrupts the educational process or the 

orderly operation of a classroom or school; or infringes on the rights of the victim at school.” 



Anonymous Reporting

It will require 

school districts to 

develop a system to 

anonymously report 

bullying and 

threats.  GHS will 

use the STOP!T app

 



Parental Notification

It will require school districts to notify parents if their child has 

been the victim of bullying or is the alleged aggressor.  
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Disciplinary Action
 It will give school districts 

greater latitude to place 

students in a disciplinary 

alternative education program 

or to expel students for certain 

very serious bullying behavior 

such as coercing a child into 

committing or attempting to 

commit suicide. 



DAEP

Chapter 37 is amended to allow for expulsion or DAEP for a student who 1) engages in 

bullying that encourages suicide; 2) incites violence through group bullying; or 3) 

releases or threatens to release “intimate visual material” of a minor or an adult 

student without consent. 

GISD Procedures include using DAEP for a student who 

continues to bully or harass another student after a 

cease-and-desist order is made.



Law Enforcement

It will allow law enforcement, through subpoenas, an 

increased ability to unmask anonymous social media users 

who send threatening messages or make threatening posts. 



Change in Penal Code

 It will make it a 

misdemeanor to 

electronically harass or 

bully anyone under the 

age of 18 through text 

messages, social media, 

websites, apps, or other 

means. 

Cyberbullying will be classified as a Class B 
misdemeanor beginning September 1, 2017. 
However, the offense becomes a Class A 
misdemeanor, if the offender has been previously 
convicted of cyberbullying or if the bullying was 
done to a victim under 18 years-old with the intent 
that the minor commit suicide or self inflict serious 
injury to themselves. Additionally, a student 
charged with cyberbullying can face administrative 
sanctions such as expulsion or alternative 
schooling.
A Class B misdemeanor is punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $2,000 and confinement in jail for a 
term not to exceed 180 days. A Class A 
misdemeanor is punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $4,000 and confinement in jail for a term 
not to exceed one year.

https://www.bhwlawfirm.com/fort-worth-area-jail-information/


Civil Lawsuits

Financial repercussions 

in civil court for both 

cyberbullies and their 

parents.



My thoughts

➔ We have to continue to teach cyber responsibility to our own 

children and our students.

➔ We have to focus on prevention.

➔ Never underestimate the power of the bystander.  Empower 

students to stand up against bullying.

➔ We have to be careful not to glamorize suicide.  

➔ Teens tend to catastrophize.  Teaching them perspective is so 

important.

➔ As parents, we have to stay plugged in where our kids are 

plugged in.  Parent-to-parent communication is valuable.



Sources

David’s Legacy Foundation ~ http://www.davidslegacy.org/

News 4SA Make It Stop Campaign ~ http://news4sanantonio.com/news/make-it-stop

KSAT 12 ~ http://www.ksat.com/news/davids-law-heads-to-gov-abbotts-desk-for-signing

My SA ~ 

http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/Alamo-Heights-High-School-student-was-a-victim-of-

6743320.php

David’s Law, Jose Menendez ~ http://www.menendez.senate.state.tx.us/pr16/a20160819a.pdf

Texas Legislature Online ~ http://www.legis.state.tx.us/billlookup/text.aspx?LegSess=85R&Bill=SB179
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“I pledge to never use my device as a weapon”
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