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INTRODUCTION
Over the past 6 months, our society has endured changes that were unprecedented.
We have adapted our daily lives and supported each other as a community. The
upcoming school year will have challenges, setbacks, and many successes. The USD
264 staff and faculty are eager to support students’ learning in a variety of formats and
ways.
The document was created by a committee of community members, parents, teachers,
and administrators.
The Kansas Department of Education Navigating Change
document was referenced along with the guidance of the Kansas Health Department
and the Sedgwick County Health Department.

CLEARWATER TASK FORCE
The Clearwater Task Force began meeting this summer with roughly 50 people in
attendance. The group was composed of teachers, parents, community members,
program directors, school nurses, and the USD 264 administration. After reviewing
data from parents and staff members the group separated into building committees. At
the building level, the groups created principles that would assist decisions along with
working agreements to guide group members’ interactions.
Each building held meetings to further study and discuss KSDE’s Navigating Change
Operation recommendations.
The groups helped to create the policies and made
suggestions on the best ways to educate students while ensuring the physical and
emotional safety of all. Further, a calendar committee was created to help revise the
20-21 school calendar. The following document was the work of many and a special
thank you to each person that provided feedback, worked in committees, and helped in
the process.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES
The following principles and guidelines have been utilized during the development of
this plan.
● The overall health and wellbeing of the students, staff, and community of
Clearwater is our top priority.
● Ensure the academic success of each student regardless of the learning
environment.
● Emphasize the importance of personal contact, social-emotional learning, and
communication.
Change: The one thing we know in 2020 is that the best-laid plans are likely to change.
The COVID-19 pandemic, and the county’s response to associated cases, remains an
ever-changing situation. Student, staff, and community safety will remain the top priority
as we reopen Sedgwick County and USD 264 schools. The guidance sources and data
sources below will be used to refine or change plans as we Return to Learn.
Guidance Sources: Development of the plan and ongoing decisions will be based on
guidance from the following sources.
● Sedgwick County Health Department- The administration will continue to be in
direct contact with the SCHD and will monitor all public communications as well.
● Kansas Department of Health and Environment (KDHE)
● Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) Navigating Changed Document:
https://www.ksde.org/Teaching-Learning/Resources/Navigating-Change-KansasGuide-to-Learning-and-School-Safety-Operations
● Kansas State High School Activities Association (KSHSAA)
● Kansas Office of the Governor
● Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
● American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
● Kansas Pediatric Foundation (KPF)
COVID-19 Data Sources: Using the recommendations from above, the following
sources of data will be used to guide our decisions:
● The
Sedgwick
County Health Department COVID-19 Dashboard:
https://sedgwickcounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/7b2b43
64a5fa4ba3a015d52450acfe0d Specifically the cases in the 67026 zip code
data.
● The Kansas Department of Health and Environment COVID-19 page:
https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/160/COVID-19-in-Kansas
● The Center for Disease Control COVID-19 Data Tracker Page:
https://www.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases
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HEALTH & SAFETY

Masks & Health
Assessment

USD 264 will follow the Governor’s order and guidance from the
Sedgwick County Health Department. In compliance with that order
and guidance, all persons shall cover their mouth and nose with a mask
or other face-covering at all times except as described below:
a. While eating
b. While working--other than to prepare food or meals--- in a room
or office that is (1) not open to students or visitors and (2) in
which all individuals present can maintain a 6--foot distance
from other individuals with only infrequent or incidental
moments of closer proximity:
c. While engaged in an activity during which it is unsafe or
impossible to wear a mask or other face-covering;
d. Children who are not students in the school and are 5 years of
age or under.
e. Persons with a medical condition, mental health condition, or
disability that prevents wearing a face covering;
f. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing, or communicating with
a person who is deaf or hard of hearing, where the ability to see
the mouth is essential for communication;
All individuals entering USD 264 schools will have their temperature
checked upon entering the building and will be subject to answering the
following COVID-19 health screening questions.
1. Do you have any of these symptoms that are not caused by
another condition? • Fever or chills • Cough • Shortness of
breath or difficulty breathing • Fatigue • Muscle or body
aches • Headache • Recent loss of taste or smell • Sore
throat • Congestion • Nausea or vomiting • Diarrhea
2. Within the past 14 days, have you had contact with anyone that
you know had COVID-19 or COVID-like symptoms? Contact is
being 6 feet or closer for more than 10 minutes with a person, or
having direct contact with fluids from a person with COVID-19
(for example, being coughed or sneezed on).
3. Have you had a positive COVID-19 test for active virus in the
past 10 days?
4. Within the past 14 days, has a public health or medical
professional told you to self-monitor, self-isolate, or
self-quarantine because of concerns about COVID-19 infection?

3

Hygiene

●
●

●
●

Cleaning &
Sanitation

●
●
●
●
●

Social
Distancing

Classroom

USD 264 will provide hand sanitizers or handwashing stations
across all buildings and classrooms.
USD 264 will structure time throughout the day for
handwashing and sanitizing to ensure hand sanitizing occurs at
least once per hour.
USD 264 will require masks to be worn by all adults and
students
USD 264 will teach students to adhere to limited numbers in
restrooms and either wait or go back to class. We will limit
restroom breaks during transitions.
USD 264 will practice regular sanitation of classrooms and high
traffic areas
USD 264 will prop interior doors open when possible to help
reduce/eliminate germ transmission and increase ventilation.
USD 264 teachers will limit the use of shared supplies and
when warranted sanitize supplies after use.
USD 264 custodial staff will follow an established schedule to
frequently clean common spaces during the day.
USD 264 custodial staff will follow an established schedule to
clean rooms and common spaces at night.

Throughout all USD#264 buildings, individuals shall maintain a 6--foot
distance from other individuals with only infrequent or incidental
moments of closer proximity. Except when in-person instruction in
classrooms when masks are worn.
● USD 264 staff members will teach, model, remind and reinforce
the importance of social distancing.
● USD 264 staff will provide recommended social distancing
between desks, assigned seating, and ensure that students are
facing in the same direction when possible.
● USD 264 staff will ensure that students participate and travel in
stable grouping, including multiple stable groups (i.e. cohorts,
pods) as much as possible to limit contact with a large number
of individuals.

●
●
●
●
●
●

Teachers and students will model proper PPE. (Masks)
All cleaning routines and procedures will be communicated by
the teacher during the first day of class.
When possible students will face the same direction in class.
An attempt will be made to only use easy to clean furniture.
Appropriate social distancing as the room allows.
Students will be assigned a seat in all classrooms.
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●

Transitions

●
●

Hallway and staircases will be marked for one way traffic when
possible.
When possible the number of students in the hallway at the
same time will be limited.
Lockers will be assigned spaced apart as much as possible.

.

Common Spaces

●
●
●
●
●

Food Service

Transportation

●
●

Where allowed doors will be propped open.
After each student group uses a common space, proper
cleaning and sanitation procedures will be followed.
Appropriate signage for social distancing.
Tables and chairs will be arranged to maintain proper social
distancing.
Lunchtimes and configurations have been modified to reduce
the number of students at one time and increase the distance
between students.
Students will either wash or sanitize hands before eating.
Lunchroom supervision staff will sanitize tables with the district
approved cleaning solution between each shift.

Throughout this pandemic, USD 264 strongly encourages students to
be dropped off at school by a parent or guardian. Students may also
choose to walk to school as safe and appropriate. Please do not send
your child to school if they exhibit any symptoms of not feeling well or
are running a fever.
Bus Transportation Students:
● Assigned seating for students on all routes
● Individuals from the same household will sit together
● Bus seats will be filled from the back to the front to avoid
students walking past one another.
● Bus seats will be unloaded from the front of the bus first to avoid
students walking past each other in the aisle.
● If the bus is not full, students will be spread out as much as
possible.
● When possible, windows on the bus will be open to improve air
circulation.
● Students will wear masks on the bus at this time.
● Hand sanitation stations will be provided on each bus and
students will utilize it when boarding.
● Students should adhere to social distancing at all bus stops.
● Students with a fever or exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 will
not be permitted to board the bus
Drivers:
● Drivers will wear masks when transporting students.
● Drivers will participate in a health pre-screen before each shift.
● All drivers will receive training on proper disinfecting procedures
for the school bus.
● Buses will be disinfected after each route.
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LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Face-to-Face
Onsite Learning
Model

Description:
In this model, students attend school at onsite, in a “traditional”
educational setting with safety measures in place to help reduce the
spread of COVID 19. Safety measures may include the following
(and are subject to change per local and state guidance): Adhering to
temperature check protocol, hourly hand washing routines,
mask-wearing (all grade levels), and regular sanitization routines and
procedures.
Goal & What to Know:
In USD 264: The goal of the Face-to-Face Learning Model is to
conduct school as normal as possible under the traditional
“face-to-face” instructional model while keeping students and staff
safe. Knowing that conditions may change over the course of the
school year, students and families choosing to participate in the
Face-to-Face model should be aware that as community conditions
change from low, moderate, or high risk, this model may not be
available.

Hybrid Learning
Model

Remote
Learning Model

Description:
This model will only be used for 6-12th grade students and when
directed by county health officials. It will reduce the number of people
in the building in all spaces to allow for more stable groups and social
distancing. No large group activities will be allowed. Only about half
of the students will be onsite on a given day. Students will be
engaged in remote learning during the school days they are not
onsite.
In this scenario, students will remain at home and not enter the
school building, but instead, would participate in remote instruction.
In this model, instruction methods will vary some between grade
levels. Much of the material will be delivered via SeeSaw
(grades K-3) or Google Classroom (grades 4-12). A USD 264
teacher will conduct daily check-ins with each student. Students will
be assessed on the same learning standards as onsite students and
parents will be required to complete, sign, and submit daily activity
logs. For remote learning family responsibilities see the “ Remote
Learning Responsibilities” document.
During enrollment for the school year 2020-21, parents will be given
the option to choose between the Face-to-Face Model, Remote
Learning Model. If a parent/student chooses the Remote Learning
Model to begin the school year you may change to onsite learning,
but regular switching between models will not be allowed.
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Family-School
Partnership

For the success of all Clearwater students, staff, and community we
must work together during this time. We are grateful that you have
chosen USD 264 to partner with you in your child’s education. Our
continued partnership will increase the success of all.
We do ask the following:
● Monitor your child's health and wellness.
● Work with your child's teacher(s) to support your student at
home academically, socially, and emotionally.
● Communication is key. When you have a question, need help
with a problem, or just need to talk, please reach out to your
child's teacher(s), counselors, or the building or district
administration. While we don't have all the answers, our goal
will always be to help point you in the right direction.
● USD 264 is committed to providing necessary supplies for our
students and staff. That said, many of you have expressed
interest in donating hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, masks,
and additional school supplies. These donations are not
required, but they are certainly welcomed and appreciated.
Please contact the school office as school begins for
guidance on how to help.
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