
March 4, 2022 

Dear Students, Faculty, Staff, and Patrons of the Fordyce School District: 

Our school district and our community have been rocked by videos that recently emerged on social 
media. Many feel anger toward Fordyce School District. I understand. Our greatest responsibility 
is ensuring a safe learning environment for every one of our students. We will continue working 
diligently to provide a safe environment for our students and staff, and we understand the 
importance of mending the district and community relationships that have been hurt.  

FSD investigates all student discipline issues, including conduct like that shown in the videos. 
Those investigations are subject to federal and state laws and ethics regulations that require us to 
afford confidentiality to students who are subject to discipline. That means that FSD employees 
and board members are prohibited from discussing the specifics of any student disciplinary issue 
with any person other than the student’s parent or guardian.  

What I am able to provide to our community is an explanation of the laws and District policies 
regarding student discipline. Our policies set forth timelines and procedures that must be followed 
when imposing student discipline. The law requires that due process be afforded to any student 
recommended for out-of-school suspension or expulsion in a timely manner; due process is 
normally accomplished by holding a student hearing and giving the student advance notice of the 
date and time the hearing will take place. All student hearings may be held in a closed hearing at 
the request of the student. In order to comply with District policies and state law, sometimes it is 
necessary to make an initial recommendation and schedule the student hearing, even as the District 
continues to investigate, and then modify the recommendation based on additional information 
gathered later in the investigation.  

Additionally, changes made to Arkansas law in 2019 require school districts to make efforts to 
“continue student engagement and access to education during periods of suspension or expulsion” 
(Ark. Code Ann. 6-18-502(c)(6)) and “offer to the expelled public school student digital learning 
courses or other alternative educational courses for which the student may receive academic credit” 
(Ark. Code Ann. 6-16-1406(g)). All Fordyce School District students subject to expulsion are 
entitled to the protection of these laws and are provided with these services so that their expulsion 
does not prevent them from finishing their education.  

Due to the laws and regulations regarding confidentiality of student disciplinary issues, I can tell 
you only that our school board met in a special session for a student hearing yesterday. Following 
a closed hearing, as requested by the student, the Board voted to accept my modified 
recommendation of expulsion. Some have interpreted the inclusion of the word “modified” to 
mean that the student received an insufficient punishment or something less than an expulsion as 
defined by District policies and Arkansas law. Again, I cannot violate the District’s obligation of 
confidentiality; however, I can assure you that I made my recommendation, and the Board accepted 
my recommendation, in compliance with Arkansas law, District policies, and the Fordyce High 
School Handbook.   

If anyone would like more information on how the District handles student discipline, I invite you 
to view the Board’s policies for students, which address discipline in sections 4.17, 4.18, 4.20, 
4.21, 4.22, 4.30, 4.31, and the FHS Handbook, which addresses student conduct and consequences 
at pages 15-30. 



 Both of these documents are available on the District’s website. 

FHS Handbook:  https://www.fordyceschools.org/170915_2 

2021-2022 Board Policies: https://www.fordyceschools.org/389415_4 

While we cannot change what has already happened, we can work together to try to prevent similar 
incidents from occurring in the future. Yesterday, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Commission reached 
out to me and offered to come to our campus to conduct an assembly on bullying. As of this 
morning, we have tentatively scheduled an assembly for March 17.  

I hope that this statement will answer some of the questions that have been raised and that our 
community can now begin the process of moving forward from this incident. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Judy Hubbell, Ed. D. 
Superintendent 
Fordyce School District 
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