
Fordyce School District Back-to-School Options 

 

Option I: Start school for students on Monday, August 24, 2020 on our normal schedule 

In accordance with Division of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) guidelines, on-site 
instruction for students in the Fordyce School District will resume August 24, 2020.The Fordyce School 
District believes we can welcome our students back to school with our normal schedule in place. Because 
of declining enrollment, we are blessed with plenty of square footage to comply with social distancing 
guidelines. We have spent a large part of our CARES money for personal protective equipment (PPE) 
and cleaning and sanitizing products. The health, safety, and well-being of each student, teacher, and 
support staff member is paramount. Fordyce Public Schools will follow the guidelines provided by the 
Arkansas Department of Health (ADH) and DESE.  

The use of PPE, physical distancing where possible, and in-depth cleaning and sanitizing procedures will 
be implemented. Currently, the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and the ADH strongly recommend all 
individuals ten years old and over wear a face covering. Fordyce School District will require all adults and 
all students fifth grade and above wear face coverings when social distancing cannot be achieved. 
Everyone in grades K-12 will be required to wear a mask on school buses where social distancing is 
impossible. Students Fourth grade and below and those with health issues and special needs will not be 
asked to wear face coverings. However, these students will be highly encouraged to wear face coverings 
especially in areas with a high concentration of students where social distancing cannot be maintained. 
We have purchased three washable masks for each student, and masks for faculty and staff. 

We are installing hand sanitizing stations in each classroom. Students will be asked to sanitize their 
hands each time they leave and enter a new space. Sanitation and cleanliness are high priorities in our 
district. Frequently touched surfaces (doorknobs, etc.) and restrooms will be cleaned continuously 
throughout the school day. We have continued to purchase disinfectant sprays to quickly sanitize rooms 
between usage. Buses will be sanitized daily. We have hired additional janitorial staff. 

Elementary teachers in particular will reinforce with their students proper hand-washing techniques and 
personal hygiene. We are disabling all our drinking fountains to prevent the spread of germs, and will 
provide our students, faculty, and staff with bottled water instead. Recess will be staggered for grades K-
6, utilizing three separate playgrounds, and breakfast will be served in individual classrooms for grades K-
6.  

Based on current guidance, the ADH is recommending schools limit the number of students in the 
cafeteria. Fordyce School District will utilize staggered lunches. Proper sanitation of all areas will be 
completed after each meal. Students will not self-serve or share food. Grab-and-go lunches will be 
utilized in grades 7-12. Students will eat outside when weather permits. In case of bad weather, these 
students will eat in the old gymnasium where social distancing can be maintained.   

We have purchased touch-free thermometers for faculty and staff. Each student will have their 
temperature taken by their first period teacher in grades 7-12, and by their homeroom teacher in grades 
K-6. If a student is sick, parents are urged to keep them at home. If a student becomes sick at school, the 
school nurse will screen that student. If a student has a temperature over 100.4, the student will be sent 
home and will need to be fever free for 48 hours without medication before returning to school. When the 
child returns to school, he/she will check in with the school nurse. In the event a student, faculty, or staff 
member tests positive for COVID-19, we will follow the latest guidance from the ADH. This could result in 
pivoting to blended instruction or distance learning for a period of time to provide time for additional 
cleaning and sanitation. 



Coaches have already welcomed back senior high and junior high athletes for practice based on ADH 
and Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) guidance. We anticipate sports activities in the fall with 
possible modifications as required by the ADH and AAA. Coaches are practicing social distancing with 
their players when possible and are sanitizing equipment daily. 

Students with special needs or weakened immune systems will be accommodated through both on-site 
and remote instruction. If parents have concerns about their student who may be at high-risk because of 
COVID-19, they may explore the virtual learning option which allows the student to continue their 
education from the safety of their own home. In the event of remote learning, students who have special 
needs (Special Education, Section 504, Dyslexia, etc.) will participate in live instruction with scheduled 
Zoom sessions. 
 
Fordyce School District will provide a K-12 virtual learning option, Redbug Virtual Academy, for interested 
students. Our learning management system (LMS) for grades 7-12 will be Virtual Arkansas. Grades K-6 
will use Google Classroom. Students will be furnished with a device, and we are working to place Wi Fi 
routers in strategic areas in the school district for students to effectively engage in distance learning. 
Elbow-to-Elbow (E2E) consultants and curriculum teams have worked on identifying missing essential 
standards and these will be addressed throughout the year in the curriculum and in concentrated support 
systems. Additionally, students will be assessed to determine individual strengths and deficits. These 
assessments will determine if students need additional support. 

Social Emotional Learning (SEL) needs of our students will be addressed through our guidance 
counselors, and through The Pointe, a private counseling agency with an office on our campus. 

Ideally, we would like for Option I to work for the entire school year; however, we know that may not be 
possible, so we have created other options. Building principals will report absentee numbers daily to the 
superintendent. When our absentee rate reaches 15%, we will pivot to the next option. 

Option II: Blended Instruction 

In this option, we would utilize Digital Friday, and possibly Digital Monday to help flatten the curve, and 
help break the chain of contagion, and allow for deep cleaning and sanitizing. Students would work from 
home on Friday, and possibly the following Monday utilizing Asynchronous Online Learning (AOL) 
including self-guided lesson modules prepared by their teachers, streaming video content, virtual libraries, 
posted lecture notes, and exchanges across discussion boards or social media platforms. Teachers will 
be in their classrooms on Digital Mondays and Fridays to assist students via text message, email, Zoom, 
etc. The Fordyce School District does not believe the use of an A/B alternating days schedule of face-to-
face learning is a necessary option for us because, as previously stated, we have plenty of space to 
spread out and socially distance when necessary. Students without internet access will work offline from 
home. Access points will be placed through the community for students to access Wi Fi. Once they 
connect to Wi Fi they can submit assignments and download new assignments to complete from home. 

Option III: Total Distance Learning 

This is our worst-case scenario. If COVID-19 runs rampant, and schools are forced to discontinue face-to-
face instruction, we will pivot to Option III. We have purchased devices for all our students and faculty. 
We are prepared to smoothly transition and deliver a complete distance learning program to our students 
if necessary. Our district will implement the use of Canvas for all students and teachers at the beginning 
of the school year so students and teachers will be comfortable with it, and we can pivot smoothly to 
Option II or Option III. As in Option II, students without internet access will work offline from home. Access 



points will be placed through the community for students to access Wi Fi. Once they connect to Wi Fi they 
can submit assignments and download new assignments to complete from home. 

We will not schedule assemblies until the Covid-19 threat diminishes. All pep rallies will take place 
outdoors. The number of pep rallies will be limited. 

We will not know which option we will begin with on Aug. 24 until 
closer to that date. Many factors will be considered in making that 
decision. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

We will keep the public informed on our school district website and on our district FaceBook page. Please 
feel free to contact our building principals: 

Chase McCollum, FHS Principal:  McCollumc@fordyceschools.org      870-352-2126 

Rhonda Lawson, FES Principal:    Lawsonr@fordyceschools.org           870-352-2816 

Lena Rogers, K-12 Assistant Principal:  rogersl@fordyceschools.org     870-352-3302      
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