
8/16/2020  

Dear parents,  

As we look ahead to the upcoming school year, we know you have a number of 
questions as we aim for a safe return to the classroom. I wanted to address some questions 
that you may have relating specifically to band.  

There have been multiple studies done relating to the spread of aerosols while playing a               
musical instrument. The most comprehensive study is presently underway in a collaborative            
research project at the University of Maryland and the University of Colorado at Boulder.  

The preliminary results for these studies were released earlier this month. As to be 
expected with any activity, there is a measurable, but low, number of aerosols that are 
released into the air while playing a musical instrument. Importantly, the study offers 
guidelines on how to mitigate the spread of aerosols. Some of these include limiting playing 
time, adjusting the way a music classroom is traditionally set up, utilizing masks on certain 
instruments, maximizing the airflow of the classroom, encouraging students and directors to 
wear a mask while they are not playing, and implementing social distancing measures.  

The safety of our students is our number one priority, which is why we are committed 
to implementing the necessary measures in our program to keep students as safe as possible 
while still enjoying the many benefits that music has to offer. We will continue to remain up to 
date on the most recent research and implement the measures listed above and others as 
deemed necessary by these studies. We know that playing a musical instrument will be an 
important step in our return to normal, as the benefits and camaraderie experienced while 
rehearsing and performing are vitally important to the well-being of our students.  

If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to contact me. I have linked 
below additional information regarding the preliminary findings from the University of 
Colorado at Boulder and the University of Maryland.  

Sincerely, 

Nathan Andrews 

Research Information: https://www.nfhs.org/articles/preliminary-results-of-performing-arts- 
aerosol-study-depict-hopeful-outlook-for-future-music-activities/  


