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Dear Band Students and Parents: 
 
 I would like to welcome all new and returning members of the Clinton Junior High Band.  
I see this program as one with a great amount of potential to be one of the best in Arkansas.  I 
hope to build towards a tradition of excellence in spirit, musicianship, and attitude.  Of course, 
our success is based on several things: a strong cooperation between students, faculty, and 
parents, and the desire we have to set and meet goals.  The following guide for students and 
parents in the Clinton Band spells out many of the policies we must all follow to be successful.  
Once again, I look forward to a great year! 
 
       Nathan Andrews, director  
 

  Band is very different from traditional classes.  The band classroom environment 
is not like that of any other.  For this reason, it is very important that students be aware 
of what is expected of them.  Responsibility in band is crucial!!  Our ensembles work 
like a team activity in which everyone contributes all of the time.  One student’s lack of 
participation or preparation affects everyone in the group.  By deciding to be in the 
band, students have made a commitment to themselves, to the director, and to every 
student in that particular band.  It is understood that not every student in band will 
have the same level of natural talent on his or her particular instrument.  However, 
what is most important is each student’s effort.  All students must be held accountable 
to a minimum performance standard to ensure the success of the group. 
 
 Following are some guidelines for individual band members.  Without such 
individual responsibility and commitment, group success is impossible. 
 

● Attend all rehearsals and performances 
● Always have all materials and supplies 
● Always be on time 
● Respect others and their belongings 
● Respect school equipment and band facilities 
● Always try your best 
● Always do it better the next time 
● Practice your individual part and skills 
● NO gum, food, or drink at rehearsals or performances 
● Display proper conduct at rehearsals and performances 
● Follow directors’ instructions 

 
Students choosing not to follow these rules will be subject to disciplinary action 
including, but not limited to removal from the class setting, office referrals, removal 
from the performing group.  Due to the team nature of band classes, if it becomes 
necessary for the good of the group to remove a student from performing, alternate 
assignments may be given to make up grade points. 

 



SUPPLIES 
 
 Since band is a class which requires equipment, students are expected to have 
their equipment every time class meets.  Coming to band without proper supplies is just 
like going to math without a notebook.  When students are not able to participate in 
class because of lack of materials, they will not receive their full participation points for 
that day.  When a student begins accumulating daily zeros, a letter may be sent home.   
 
 
At every class period or rehearsal, students are expected to have the following: 

● Their instrument in proper working order 
● All supplies necessary for their particular instrument (reeds, valve oil, etc.) 

*Reed players know the proper procedure for breaking in reeds and rotating them.  Reed players 
are expected to have 3 working reeds at all times. 

● All necessary music 
*Students will purchase a method book.  The will also be issued all other necessary music.  It is 

their responsibility to keep up with music and bring it to every rehearsal.  Students who 
lose books or folders may be charged replacement costs. 

● A Pencil (ink pens are not acceptable)—must be out and useable, not in a 
backpack 

● A three-ring binder 
 
Other Supplies: From time to time the director may recommend equipment which will 
help students become more proficient on their instrument.  Students outgrow 
mouthpieces and other parts of the instrument as they become more mature players.  
These purchases are not required, but are strongly encouraged because they will help 
students reach their full musical potential.  If you are interested in what other supplies 
might assist you, please ask the director.  As our group progresses this year, it may be 
necessary for students to purchase a method book for individual study.  The cost is 
usually under $10, and I will inform students if this becomes necessary. 
 

GRADING 
 
  Any performances will count as a test grade (100 pts.).  Students showing 
up on time with all proper equipment will receive the full 100 points.  Points will be 
deducted for tardiness and lack of equipment.  Absences will be excused for personal 
illness or death in the family.  Extenuating circumstances will be considered on an 
individual basis by the directors.  Students who are aware that they will miss a 
performance should notify the director as soon as possible.  If a student misses a 
performance, they must bring a note from their parents within 1 week of the absence 
for it to be considered excused.  It is each student’s responsibility to keep up with the 
schedule and be aware of when performances occur.  It is also the student’s 
responsibility to turn in notes from parents in order to have absences excused.   



 
 Students will earn points for each day’s class rehearsal.  7th and 8th grade students 
will earn 5 daily points.  Lack of instrument or proper materials (pencil, music, and 
supplies) will result in the student earning a deduction of points for that day’s 
rehearsal.  (Instruments being repaired or other extenuating circumstances will be 
considered).  These points will be added into a student’s grade at the end of each 
grading period. 
 
 Students will also earn points from in class tests.  While most playing tests will 
be announced, additional “pop” tests may be given.  Students will be tested on a 
regular basis. Additional individual help will be available to students after school.  There 
are also many excellent private lesson teachers available in this area.  Contact the 
director for more information. 
 
 It should be noted that a student’s grade comes from two things—participation 
and performance.  Students must play at an appropriate level.  However, they are also 
required to put forth a certain amount of effort.  A successful band is not made up of 
only outstanding players, but outstanding musicians.  For this reason, the majority of a 
student’s grade will come from effort and participation.  Because this is a performing 
group, some points will also come from ability. 
 
 One of the most valuable activities available to students is All-Region 
Band.  While students are not required to participate, I believe preparation for this 
activity is one of the best things students can do to improve their personal level of 
musicianship. Auditions are held in December, but students should begin preparing 
much sooner. Information will become available through the director. 
 

Region-Ready Club  
 

We are excited to get started with our ‘Region-Ready Club’ this year! Students a part 
of this club will have to do the following:  
 

- Select 5 scales of their choosing to play by memory  
- 2 after school lessons with Mr. Andrews  
- 2 progress “checks” before or after school or a free period  
- Tryout for All-Region in December  

 
Students that fulfill these will get to go on a paid trip in the spring semester. (Magic 
Springs, Urban Air, Larry’s Pizza etc.)  
  

 
Students are strongly encouraged to participate in other voluntary events such 

as private lessons, All-Region Band tryouts, All-Region Jazz Band tryouts, Solo & 
Ensemble, and other community performances.  



PRACTICE 
 

For any student to be successful, a degree of outside practice is necessary.  By 
committing to be in band, each student has also committed to a certain degree of 
outside practice.  Class rehearsal should be used to work on group skills, not individual 
skills which could have been practiced at home. 
 
 It is recommended that students practice a set time per day.  This time should, 
of course, increase as the student progresses.  It is also important that students 
practice regularly.  “Cramming” for tests in band is even less effective than in a normal 
class, because we are dealing with coordination and physical skills, not just 
memorization of information. 
 
 While practice is essential, improper practice will not produce the desired 
results.  Listed below are a few guidelines for students and parents to help get the most 
out of daily practice time. 
 
When to practice 

● Approximately the same time each day in at least 15 minute intervals 
● At a time when the student is mentally and physically alert 
● At a time when the student can find a comfortable location free from 

distractions 
Where to practice     

● In a place as free as possible from distractions such as the T.V., radio, 
telephone, other people, etc. 

● In a place where the student will feel comfortable 
● In a place conducive to proper posture and horn position (understanding that 

not all students will have a music stand in their home, students will need to 
sit in a straight backed chair and place their music in a visible location) 

What to practice 
● Warm-up material (long tones, slurs, rudiments, scales, etc.) 
● Band music (material from class that the student will be expected to be able 

to play) 
● Individual music (solos, ensembles, all-region music, etc.) 
● Student music (from church hymnal, pop music, or music from any other 

source—don’t think that when practicing it isn’t ok to play something just for 
fun!!) 

 
Helpful Equipment 

 The following are suggestions only, and not at all required.  They will, however, 
help the student to get the most from his or her practice time, and likewise will 
contribute to their overall musical achievement. 

● A chair with a straight back and preferably no arms 
● A Music stand 



● A mirror, full length preferred (so student can check embouchure, hand 
position, and body position) 

● A Metronome (VERY HELPFUL!!) 
● A cassette tape recorder (for the student to listen to himself or herself) 

 
Parents can make such a great difference in a student’s practice time.  The following 
are a few suggestions for parents to help students get the most that they can out of 
practicing: 

● Remind the student to practice 
● Help provide a distraction free environment 
● Listen to your student play things that he or she has been working on.  Even 

if you have no musical background, your interest and enthusiasm are 
important! 

● Remind the student to practice again!!! 
If you have any questions or are unsure about anything, feel free to call the director. 
 

 
CARE OF EQUIPMENT 

 
 It is very essential that students have instruments in 
proper working condition.  One of the most frustrating things 
for a student is being unable to play or accomplish something 
because of a shortcoming of the instrument.  For this very 
reason, good instrument care will be stressed. 
 
 

 
 
 When students suspect a problem with their instrument, they should bring this to 
the director’s attention immediately.  Some minor repairs can be done at the school, but 
any major repairs must be sent to a specialty shop.  It is very important that a student 
or parent NOT try to repair the instrument on his or her own.  Often much more 
damage is done with the best of intentions.  All repair costs will be the responsibility of 
the student.  It is the responsibility of the student to maintain his/her instrument in 
proper working order.  Any problems with the instrument should be promptly taken 
care of or repaired.  The directors will help you locate a reputable music repair shop.   
 
 
 In order to take proper care of instruments, students are encouraged to follow 
some of the same rules when practicing at home that we observe in band.  Please do 
not play your instrument while (or immediately after) chewing gum or eating or drinking 
anything other than water.  While the effects are not immediately noticeable, continued 
buildup of food and sugar particles will ruin an instrument.  Also, please do not sit on, 
or prop your feet on, your case.  Woodwinds, always remember to swab out your 



instrument after playing.  Brasses, remember to “bathe” your instrument about twice a 
year (notify the director).  
  
 Students using school instruments must remember to take special care of their 
instrument.  Repair for damage caused by student misuse or negligence will be charged 
to the student.  Students are also reminded that school instruments (specifically 
percussion) sitting around the band room and not for general use.   Students are not to 
touch any instrument that does not belong to them or is not checked out to them. 
Students are required to have a visible name-tag on the outside of their instrument 
case with their name and instrument serial number written on it. 
 

 
INSTRUMENT CHECKOUT 

  
 To insure instrumentation, some instruments such as tubas, baritones, and the 
like must be provided by the school.  The instruments are provided to the students by 
the school at no charge.  However, the student is responsible for proper care and 
maintenance of the instrument and case the entire time it is checked out.  At the time 
the instrument is returned, it will be checked by one of the directors.  Any damage to 
the instrument will be the responsibility of the student. 
 

BAND BOOSTERS 
  

The Clinton Band Boosters is a parent run organization, which provides support for the 
band.  Band Boosters are a key to a program’s success and are invaluable to a director.  
The boosters assist in fund-raising to purchase necessary materials for the band 
including uniforms, instruments, music, and travel expenses.  Boosters also assist with 
any events the band may host, travel with the band to away games, and encourage 
practice at home.  All parents are encouraged to take an active role in the group.   
 

INSURANCE 
 
 Each musician is responsible for his or her own instrument.  Although we try our 
hardest at Clinton schools to insure the safety of each instrument, sometimes accidents 
do occur.  Clinton School District is not responsible for damage or theft of individual 
instruments.  It is a good idea to check into insurance for your child’s instrument.  Many 
homeowners’ policies offer this coverage.  Check with your insurance provider and 
make the best decision for your family. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clinton Junior High Bands 
Schedule of Events 2021-2022 

EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
 
*Required Events in Bold Type* 
Optional Events in Italics 
 
Tues. Nov. 16   Region IX Jazz Tryouts –Perryville 
December 3-4   Region IX Jazz Clinics – Conway  
Sat. Dec. 11    Junior Region IX Tryouts – Russellville  
Tues. Dec.  14   Christmas Concert - Auditorium 
January 14-15   Junior Region IX Clinic – Russellville 
Sat. April 9   Region IX Solo & Ensemble – Vilonia 
TBA    Region Ready Club Trip  
TBA    Spring Concert – Auditorium 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
GOOGLE CLASSROOM  

 
One way of communication that will be used is the use of Google Classroom through 

your school Gmail account. I will post rubrics, assignments, and other important announcements. 
If you do not have access to the Internet, then I will accommodate for those people. Please 
follow the process to enroll in the classroom.  
 
1.) Sign into your Gmail school account 
2.) Go to Google classroom and choose ‘+’ sign  
3.) Submit the code below to enroll in your class 
 
7th Grade Band 21-22: buwonit  

8th Grade Band 21-22: jqno6pa  
 

 
STUDENT INFO 

CLINTON JUNIOR BAND  2021-2022 
 
Student Name______________________________________ Date of Birth ___/___/___ 
Street Address ________________________________ Home Phone________________  
City_______________________________ State ________ Zip_____________________ 
 
Instrument_____________________________ School Owned or Personal? ___________  
 
Parent/ Guardian Name ____________________________________________________ 
Work/Cell Phone__________________________________________________________ 

 
Ways to get band news and updates: 

1. Add us to your email updates: 
Student Email ______________________________________________________ 
Parent Email _______________________________________________________ 

1. Remind Me App Text messages – Send a text message to 81010 with the message 
@hhf494 for High School Band Updates.  I can send mass texts from this service.  

2. Sign up for the Clinton Band Booster RemindMe by texting the number 81010 and typing 
the code @cegf82f.   



3. Like the Clinton (AR) Yellowjacket Band page and the Clinton Band Boosters page on 
Facebook.  

 
  

 
Student and Parent Handbook Form 

 

Student: I have read the Junior Band handbook for the 2021-2022 School Year.  I 
understand the commitment I have made by becoming a part of the band.  I 
understand what will be expected of me as a member of the group throughout the 
school year.  I am aware of the class and grade expectations.  I want to be a part of a 
very successful and productive group and I will do all that I can to make that happen. 
 

Student Signature___________________________________ Date_______________ 
 

Parent: I have read the Junior Band handbook for the 2021-2022 School Year.  I 
understand the commitment my child has made by becoming a part of the band.  I 
understand what will be expected of him/her as a member of the group throughout the 
school year.  I am aware of the class and grade expectations.  I want him/her to be a 
part of a very successful and productive group and I will do all that I can to make that 
happen. 
 
 

Parent Signature____________________________________ Date_______________ 
 
 


