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FORWARD 
 
I would like to welcome all new and returning members of the Clinton HS Yellowjacket 
Band. This year poses many challenges, but I know we will make the most of it with hard 
work and commitment from everyone. I hope to build a tradition of excellence in spirit, 
musicianship, and attitude.  Of course, our success is based on several things: a strong 
cooperation among students, faculty, and parents, and the desire we have to set and meet 
goals.  The following guide for students and parents in the Clinton Band spells out many 
of the policies we must all follow to be successful. I look forward to a great year! 
 

Nathan Andrews  
Clinton Band Director  

 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
UNIFORMS – Due to the current circumstances, the original band uniform will not be 
worn this year because of potential spread of Covid-19. This 2020 uniform will simply be 
our themed t-shirt, black gym shorts, and marching shoes. The student will be responsible 
for washing their own uniform before each event. Once the weather is cooler, then we 
will move from shorts to jeans.  
  
Each student will be expected to purchase his/her own marching shoes, t-shirt, and socks. 
A form is sent out at the beginning of summer rehearsals with an order form for shoes 
and shirts.  The shoes will be approximately $25 and should, with care, last the student all 
the way through high school.  T-shirts will be approximately $15 and will be used 
throughout football and basketball season. Black socks are the individual student’s 
responsibility. 
 
 
INSTRUMENT CHECKOUT – To insure instrumentation, some instruments such as 
tubas, baritones, and the like must be provided by the school. The instruments are 
provided to the students by the school at no charge.  However, the student is responsible 
for proper care and maintenance of the instrument.  Repairs for damage caused by student 
misuse or neglect will be charged to the student. 
 
 
 
REHEARSALS AND PERFORMANCES – Most of our work will be done during the 
school day.  We will have full band rehearsals after school each week on Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons from 3:30 to 5:30 during football season.  These rehearsals are for 
a grade and are required.  Each section (woodwinds, low brass, high brass, front 
ensemble, percussion and guard) will have a required weekly section scheduled amongst 
the members and instructors. All other times outside of school will be for performances 



only.  A complete calendar of all activities and performances is included at the back of 
this handbook.  If there are any changes to the calendar I will let students know as soon 
as possible. 
 
TRAVEL – At this time, we are not allowed to travel to any away football games. Travel 
to competitions are still being discussed with the Clinton administration. In the event we 
are allowed to do any traveling, transportation will be provided by school bus.  All 
students will use this transportation except in cases of emergency.  In case of such 
emergency, the parents of the student involved will provide the director with permission 
in writing to travel by private transportation.  Students must travel to each event with the 
band.  However, the student may travel from any event with their parents, but must 
provide the director advance notice in writing.  
 
 

EXPECTATIONS 
 
In becoming a good band member, you not only make a decision for yourself, but you 
make a commitment to all other musicians around you.  Each of us counts on all the 
others in the group.  As young musicians, I expect each student to behave in a manner 
productive to all members around us.  In turn I will treat you with the same respect that I 
feel a responsible student deserves.  I believe band members should set an example for all 
students not only in band, but also in all other classes.  Certain actions are expected of us: 

1. Be quiet and attentive during rehearsal and class 
2. Respect your fellow musicians, classmates, and instructors 
3. Bring all needed materials to rehearsal (instrument, music, coordinate sheets, 

face mask, bell cover, and pencil) 
4. Remove gum, candy, food and sodas from mouth before you enter the band 

room or play your instrument 
5. EVERYTHING IS EXPENSIVE! Treat all band room equipment and 

property with care and respect 
6. Be ON TIME and present at all rehearsals 
7. PRACTICE REGULARLY and be prepared for class. 
8. Follow all other rules set forth by Clinton HS. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
DISCIPLINE SYSTEM 

 
Although I know all students will attempt to follow these expectations, occasionally a 
problem will arise.  A student will receive one warning of an infraction.  After the second 
warning, a conference will occur with the student and the director.  The third offense will 
result in a conference with the parent.  Fourth infractions will result in detention.  Each 
infraction after this will be issued an office referral and dealt with by the administration 
in the school office. 
 

GRADING POLICY 
 
Band is an academic class where we are learning each day.  Therefore, grades will be 
assigned through a combination of attendance, effort, quizzes, and performances.  
 
Each daily rehearsal will count for 5 points.  Students participating fully in the rehearsal 
with all required materials will receive full credit.  If a student is lacking materials or 
unable/ unwilling to participate, no points will be earned for the day. 
 
After school rehearsals will be worth 50 points.  Athletic performances will count as 100 
point test grades. As above a lack or materials, lack of participation, or tardiness may 
result in a deduction of points.  
 
Performance assessments will be given periodically.  Depending on the type of 
assessment, grading may be based upon percentage points or a simple pass off for credit. 
 
I would like to avoid practice records with the high school band.  However, if I do not 
feel as though the band is meeting expectations, specific practice records or assignments 
may be given.  
 
Earned points will be divided by the total amount of points possible.  
 

PRACTICE 
 

For any student to be successful, a degree of outside practice is necessary.  By 
committing to be in band, each student has also committed to a certain degree of outside 
practice.  Class rehearsal should be used to work on group skills, not individual skills 
which could have been practiced at home. 

 
It is recommended that students practice a set time per day.  This time should, of 

course, increase as the student progresses.  It is also important that students practice 
regularly.  “Cramming” for tests in band is even less effective than in a normal class, 
because we are dealing with coordination and physical skills, not just memorization of 
information. 

 



While practice is essential, improper practice will not produce the desired results. 
Listed below are a few guidelines for students and parents to help get the most out of 
daily practice time. 
 
When to practice 

● Approximately the same time each day in at least 15 minute intervals 
● At a time when the student is mentally and physically alert 
● At a time when the student can find a comfortable location free from 

distractions 
Where to practice 

● In a place as free as possible from distractions such as the T.V., radio, 
telephone, other people, etc. 

● In a place where the student will feel comfortable 
● In a place conducive to proper posture and horn position (understanding that 

not all students will have a music stand in their home, students will need to sit 
in a straight backed chair and place their music in a visible location) 

What to practice 
● Warm-up material (long tones, slurs, rudiments, scales, etc.) 
● Band music (material from class that the student will be expected to be able to 

play) 
● Individual music (solos, ensembles, all-region music, etc.) 
● Student music (from church hymnal, pop music, or music from any other 

source—don’t think that when practicing it isn’t ok to play something just for 
fun!!) 

 
Helpful Equipment 
The following are suggestions only, and not at all required.  They will, however, help the 
student to get the most from his or her practice time, and likewise will contribute to his or 
her overall musical achievement. 

● A chair with a straight back and preferably no arms 
● A Music stand 
● A mirror, full length preferred (so student can check embouchure, hand 

position, and body position) 
● A Metronome (VERY HELPFUL!!) 
● A recording device (for the student to listen to himself or herself) 

 
 
 
Parents can make such a great difference in a student’s practice time.  The following are a 
few suggestions for parents to help students get the most that they can out of practicing: 

● Remind your son or daughter to practice 
● Help provide a distraction free environment 
● Listen to your son or daughter play music that he or she has been working on. 

Even if you have no musical background, your interest and enthusiasm are 
important! 



● Remind your son or daughter to practice again!!! 
 
If you have any questions or are unsure about anything, feel free to call the director. 

 
 

EXCUSED/UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
 
The Clinton Band will follow the written policy of Clinton HS concerning excused and 
unexcused absences.  However, keep in mind that band is not only an academic class, but 
also a performance class and participation and attendance by every student is vital.  After 
three absences, you may be asked to not participate in the next performance, which may 
result in a loss of points. 
 
 

BAND BOOSTERS 
 
The Clinton Band Boosters is a parent run organization, which provides support for the 
band.  Band Boosters are a key to a program’s success and are invaluable to a director. 
The boosters assist in fundraising to purchase necessary materials for the band including 
uniforms, instruments, music, and travel expenses.  Boosters also assist with any events 
the band may host, travel with the band to away games, and encourage practice at home. 
All parents are encouraged to take an active role in the group.  Notices are sent through 
the RemindMe messaging and our Facebook page for monthly meetings.  
 

INSURANCE 
 
Each musician is responsible for his or her own instrument.  Although we try our hardest 
at Clinton to insure the safety of each instrument, sometimes accidents do occur.  Clinton 
IS NOT RESPONSIBLE for damage or theft of individual’s instruments.  It is a good 
idea to check into insurance for your son’s or daughter’s instrument.  Many homeowners’ 
policies offer this coverage.  Please check with your insurance provider and make the 
best decision for your family. 
 
 
 
 

Ways to get band news and updates: 

1. Remind Me App Text messages – Send a text message to 81010 with the message 
@clintbands for High School Band Updates.  I can send mass texts from this 
service.  

2. Like the Clinton (AR) Yellowjacket Band page on Facebook  

 



Please return this page signed both by student and parent by Tuesday, 
September 1!  

Handbook Signature Form 
2020-2021 

 
 

 
Student’s Name (Print) Grade 
 
 

1. We have read the Clinton Band Handbook and understand that this document 
serves as a classroom contract pertaining to grading, performance and rehearsal 
attendance, discipline, lettering, and financial obligations. 

2. In the case we are approved for traveling, I am giving my permission for the 
above named student to be transported on Clinton District Buses to applicable 
band activities listed in the 2020-2021 Clinton High School Band Handbook. 

3. I am giving my permission for medical treatment to be given to the above named 
student if need should become present. I also agree to be responsible for payment 
of fees for such treatment. Every effort will be made to contact a parent or 
guardian in case of a medical emergency involving band activities. In the event 
that a parent of the above named student cannot be contacted, I give my 
permission for the band director and/ or administrator(s) of Clinton High School 
to use their best judgment in seeking needed treatment for my child. Band is an 
activity where there is a risk of injury, even in spite of the best precautions being 
taken. 

 
 
Student Signature Date 
 
 
Parent Signature Date 

 
 

Scan this QR 
code for full 
year calendar! 

 
 
Scan this code for 
full handbook  
 


