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Goal: To give students insight into the diversity of dog breeds by detailing several popular breeds 
and characteristics related to appearance and behavior.  
 
Description: This presentation includes detailed information about popular dog breeds and various 
characteristics related to each breed.  
 
Objectives: 
1. To examine the popular species of companion dogs.  
2. To identify the characteristics of common companion dog breeds. 
3. To understand which breeds are appropriate for different settings and uses.  

Breeds of Companion Animals: Dogs 

Horizontal Alignment 

Core-Subject 
Area Foundation Concept Basic Understanding 

Scientific Thinking & Investigating  

 Field and laboratory investigations 
 Critical thinking and scientific problem solving 
 Real-world investigations and applications 
 Analytical skills 
 Hypothesis development 
 Researching and proving theories 
 Collecting data 
 Technology-based research 
 Evaluating conclusions 
 Compare/contrast findings 
 Classification/organization skills 

Scientific Laws & Principles  

 Cycles, structures and processes 
 Principles of biology, chemistry, anatomy, physiology 

or psychology 
 Human development 
 Horticulture 
 Patterns of behavior 
 Physical or kinesthetic activity 

Science  



Student and Teacher Notes are available to print in 
outline format. You can access these documents under 
the “Printable Resources” section.  If student licenses 
have been purchased, an interactive version of the 
Student Notes is available in the “Interactive Activities” 
section. If printing the full PowerPoint® is desired, you 
may download the file and print the handouts as 
needed. 
 
Class 1: Distribute the Breeds of Companion 

Animals: Dogs Vocabulary Handout and 
Student Handouts for students to use 
as reference materials. Show the 
Breeds of Companion Animals: Dogs - 
Herding Dogs segment. Distribute the 
Crossbreed Activity and instruct 
students to turn it in during Class 2. 
Distribute the Life of a Dog Project and 
instruct students to turn it in during 
Class 5.  

 
Class 2:  Show the Breeds of Companion 

Animals: Dogs - Working Dogs and 
Hound Dogs segments. Remind 
students to use the Vocabulary Handout 
as references. Distribute the Breed 
Chart Project and instruct students to 
turn it in during Class 6.  

 
Class 3: Show the Breeds of Companion 

Animals: Dogs - Sporting Dogs and Non
-Sporting Dogs segments. Remind 
students to use the Vocabulary Handout 
as references. Distribute the In-Class 
Research Activity and instruct students 
to turn it in during Class 5.  

 
Class 4: Show the Breeds of Companion 

Animals: Dogs - Terrier Dogs segment. 
Remind students to use the Vocabulary 
Handout as references.  

 
 
Class 5:  Show the Breeds of Companion 

Animals: Dogs - Toy Dogs segment. 
Remind students to use the Vocabulary 
Handout as references. Distribute the 
Assessment and instruct students to 
finish it.  

 

American Kennel Club  
 http://www.akc.org/ 

Using the Career Connections Activity, allow students 
to explore the various careers associated with this 
lesson. See the Activity for more details. If student 
licenses have been purchased: Students will select the 
interviews to watch based on your directions. If only a 
teacher license is purchased: Show students all the 
career interviews and instruct them to only complete 
the interview form for the required number of 
interviews. 
 iCEV50855, John Pipkin, Ph.D., Professor, Animal 

Scientist, West Texas A&M University  
 iCEV51095,Susan Bozeman, D.V.M., Owner & 

Veterinarian, Bozeman Animal Clinic 
 iCEV50002, Jessica Bacon, Veterinary Technician, 

Emergency Pet Hospital of Collier County in 
Naples, FL 

FFA 
 Veterinary Science 
 Agricultural Sales 
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Class 6: Review any necessary material from 

the presentation. Allow students to 
finish any uncompleted work. Students 
should then present the Breed Chart 
Project to the class. 
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Breed Chart 
Directions: 
Students should conduct additional research for five breeds from the presentation and five new breeds not included in 
the presentation. Using this research, students should create a breed chart with five categories similar to the example 
given on their project handout. Remind students to use credible sources ending in .edu, .gov or .org.  
 
The Life of a Dog 
Directions: 
Students should select one breed from the presentation and conduct additional in-depth research about their life, history 
and behavior. Using the research, students should write a one or two page report from the dog’s perspective with details 
explaining behavior. Remind students to use credible sources ending in .edu, .gov or .org.  

In-Class Research Paper 
Directions: 
Students should select and research one dog breed. They should find significant details related to the dog’s behavior, 
history and relatives, then write a one or two page report on their findings. Remind students to use credible sources 
ending in .edu, .gov or .org.  
 
Crossbreed 
Directions:  
Using information from the presentation, students should select two dog breeds and create a fictional crossbreed. 
Students should use physical and behavioral traits from both breeds they select, as well as a small illustration of their 
fictitious breed on construction paper. Remind students to use credible sources ending in .edu, .gov or .org.  
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