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June 25, 2020 

Blanco ISD Families, 
 

I hope you and your family are safe and healthy and enjoying your summer break. Although 

summer has just begun, I know many of you are already thinking about the next school year and 

what it might look like. We have been receiving guidance from the Texas Education Agency 

(TEA), Governor Abbott, and the Commissioner of Education, Mike Morath. TEA will continue 

to release information to school districts as the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, and we 

will share information as it becomes available. 

 

Our current plan is to reopen schools for all students in August. As you can imagine, this will be 

a fluid process. In the meantime, I want to address some of the questions you may have. 

 

Students will return to school on Monday, August 17, 2020. We have designated days on our 

school calendar as make up days in the event we close due to a virus.  Those days are holidays 

on the calendar and will only be used as make up days if necessary. As a parent or guardian, you 

will have the option to select how your student receives instruction. Your child could attend 

school in person or receive remote instruction. Please note that remote learning will look 

different than it did in the Spring of 2020. Remote instruction will match the level of rigor used 

for in-person learning and the expectations for grading, time on task, attendance and other 

practices will match in-person instruction as much as possible. 

 

For those choosing remote learning, the student will need a learning device, access to the internet 

and the ability to work without direct supervision. BISD will assist with internet access as much 

as possible and may issue devices again, depending on availability. 

 

For those attending in person, the district will take measures to minimize the spread of infectious 

diseases.  We are waiting for guidance from TEA with specific details but you can be assured 

that we will follow certain protocols, such as: 

 Hand sanitizer will be in every classroom and at all entrances. 

 Students will be given instruction on proper hygiene practices. 

 All staff and students will be trained on protocols associated with the symptoms of 

COVID-19 and ways to minimize the spread. 

 All staff will self-screen for symptoms each day. 

 All students will be screened before they board a school bus and at the start of every 

week to look for symptoms. 

 Student desks will be at least 6 feet apart, if space allows. If not, there will be more 

frequent hand washing and sanitizing. 

 Although not required by TEA at this time, consideration will be given to the use of 

masks in certain areas or at certain times. 

 Custodians will be cleaning and sanitizing facilities regularly. 

 The District will modify practices to promote social distancing and avoid group 

gatherings to the extent possible. 
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The above list is not an exhaustive list of precautions. It is what we can confidently 

communicate at this time. TEA will be providing recommendations in the coming weeks so it is 

likely that we will take additional measures to keep everyone safe. 

 

The District will be sending a survey to families in July to provide feedback and gather data for 

the planning of in-person learning versus remote instruction. This survey will be critical as we 

plan and prepare for the 2020-2021 school year. 

 

While there are still a lot of unknowns about what the 2020-2021 school year will look like, 

BISD will continue to be proactive while waiting on guidance from TEA and the Governor’s 

office. We will provide updates and information as we navigate our way through the planning 

process. Please know that we will do everything we can to ensure our students are provided a 

positive learning experience next school year. 

 

Thank you for your support and cooperation. 

Respectfully, 

Clay Rosenbaum 

Superintendent of Schools 


