
TO REPORT A TIP OR CONNECT WITH ANTI-TRAFFICKING SERVICES IN YOUR AREA, CONTACT:

WARNING SIGNS OF 
SEX TRAFFICKING

PIMPS/TRAFFICKERS OFTEN 
EXHIBIT THE FOLLOWING 
BEHAVIORS OR CHARACTERISTICS:

► Jealous, controlling and violent
► Significantly older than female companions
► Promise things that seem too good to be true
► Encourage victims to engage in illegal activities 
to achieve their goals and dreams
► Buys expensive gifts or owns expensive items
► Is vague about his/her profession
► Pushy or demanding about sex
► Encourages inappropriate sexual behavior
► Makes the victim feel responsible for his/her 
financial stability. Very open about financial 
matters.

WARNING SIGNS THAT AN 
INDIVIDUAL IS BEING TRAFFICKED:

► Signs of physical abuse such as burn marks, 
bruises or cuts
► Unexplained absences from class
► Less appropriately dressed than before
► Sexualized behavior
► Overly tired in class
► Withdrawn, depressed, or distracted
► Brags about making or having lots of money
► Displays expensive clothes, accessories or shoes
► New tattoo (tattoos are often used by pimps as a 
way to brand victims. Tattoos of a name, symbol 
of money or barcode could indicate trafficking)
► Older boyfriend or new friends with a different 
lifestyle
► Talks about wild parties or invites other 
students to attend parties
► Shows signs of gang affiliation (a preference for 
specific colors, display gang symbols)

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

1-866-347-2423 (U.S. & Canada)
1-802-872-6199 (International Calls)

ICE’s hotline to report suspected child predators and any suspicious activity.
Call or complete an online tip form.

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children

 1-800-843-5678
If you have information about a missing child or suspected child sexual 

exploitation, call to report it or visit their website, 
www.missingkids.com/cybertipline.

National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline

1-888-373-7888
The National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC) is a national, 
toll-free hotline, available to answer calls from anywhere in the country, 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week, every day of the year.

The National Runaway Switchboard

1-800-RUNAWAY

The National Runaway Switchboard serves as the federally-designated national 
communication system for homeless and runaway youth. Through hotline and 

online services, NRS provides crisis intervention, referrals to local resources, 
and education and prevention services to youth, families and community 

members throughout the country 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

© 2014 by Shared Hope International | Arlington, VA | Vancouver, WA | www.SharedHope.org | 1-866-HER-LIFE
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How You Can Help the District Combat Human Trafficking 

 

What is Human Trafficking? 

 

Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery and a serious crime. Traffickers use force, 

fraud, or coercion to make victims engage in labor or commercial sexual exploitation. 

 

Every year, millions of people are trafficked around the world, including our own neighborhoods 

in the District of Columbia. Human trafficking is the second largest and fastest growing criminal 

industry in the world, second only to drug trafficking. Here are some important facts: 

 

 Children account for half of the victims of human trafficking. In fact, the average age 

that a young person becomes involved in sex trafficking is 12 years old. If the victim is 

a minor, no force, fraud, or coercion is necessary to prove trafficking. Any youth under 

the age of 18 who is involved in a commercial sex act is considered to be a victim of 

trafficking.   

 

 Sex traffickers prey on vulnerable people, especially young people, and often lure them 

with promises of protection, love, or adventure. They may contact potential victims 

through social media or approach them at clubs and bars, at school, in malls, or in 

metro stations.  

 

 Labor trafficking includes situations of debt bondage, forced labor, and involuntary 

child labor. Common types of labor trafficking include people forced to work in homes 

as domestic servants and factory workers held in inhumane conditions with little to no 

pay. 

 

 Victims of human trafficking are often afraid to come forward and unable to leave 

traffickers because of trauma, physical violence, fear of harm to their families, having 

nowhere else to go, or a distrust of authority figures.  

 

If you learn to recognize the warning signs of human trafficking, you could help save a life.  

 

Red Flags and Warning Signs 

 

The sale of children for sex occurs worldwide, and unfortunately even happens here in the 

District of Columbia. If you learn to recognize the signs of human trafficking, you could help to 

save someone’s life. 
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What can you do to help? 

 

Be alert for the signs of human trafficking. If you do see signs, do not attempt to confront 

suspected traffickers or victims, but please do alert the authorities. 

 

To get help if you or someone you know is a victim of human trafficking: 
 

 Call the National Human Trafficking Hotline: at 1-888-373-7888  

 Or Text “Help” to 233733 (BeFree).  

 

Under the Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act, child sexual exploitation is a form of child abuse. 

If you believe you have information about a potential child trafficking situation in the District of 

Columbia: 
 

 Call the Child Abuse and Neglect Hotline at 202-671- SAFE (7233). 

 

What is the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) doing to combat human 

trafficking? 

 

OAG attorneys know that young people involved in the Child Welfare and Juvenile Justice systems 

are especially vulnerable to sex trafficking and have worked on behalf of victims who have been 

forced to exchange sex for money, food, shelter, and clothing. Attorney General Racine has 

prioritized this issue through citywide collaboration and prevention education.  

 

The Public Safety and Family Services Divisions within OAG participate in a multi-disciplinary 

team that reviews cases involving youth that are involved in commercial sexual exploitation, or 

at risk of becoming involved. The team meets monthly to review each case and recommends 

services such as medical exams, mental health services, and support groups. This collaboration 

ensures that youth who are victims of trafficking get identified and get help. 

 

The Office of the Attorney General is also expanding efforts to educate communities and reach 

out to youth to prevent involvement in human trafficking and encourage reporting it. 

Sex trafficking warning signs include:  
 

 Running away from home; 

 Truancy/not attending school;  

 Possessing cell phones that they did not 

purchase on their own 

 Making purchases with credit cards that do 

not belong to them 

 Older boyfriends  

 Signs of physical abuse such as burn 

marks, bruises, or cuts 

 New tattoos (traffickers often use tattoos 

as a form of branding) 

 Signs of gang affiliation.  

Labor trafficking warning signs include:  
 

 Is unpaid, paid very little, or paid only 

through tips; 

 Works excessively long or unusual hours; 

 Is not free to leave or come and go as he/

she wishes; 

 Owes a large debt and is unable to pay it 

off; 

 Withholds of documents such as 

passport/security card; and 

 High security measures exist in the work 

or living locations (e.g. opaque windows, 

barbed wire, security cameras, etc.)  
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 See their trafficker elevated while victims diminished 

 

 

Red Flags in Medical Setting 

 Child/adult presents inappropriately dressed for age, weather 

 Child or adult with child lies about the child’s age 

 Child presents with an adult who does all the talking 

 Child appears submissive, passive, little eye contact 

 Adult does not want the child to be left alone with health care professionals 

 Child is depressed, frightened, anxious 

 History does not make sense or correlate with injuries 

 While able to answer initial questions, child or adult is not able to answer 

follow-ups or adequately able to describe where they live, go to school, 

work, etc.  

 General signs of abuse/neglect present 

 Child or adult with them presents a questionable identity claiming to be the 

new wife, a boyfriend/girlfriend relationship, visiting cousin, a family friend, 

visiting student, or uncle 

 Lack of knowledge about alleged “family” relationship 

 Child has a knowledge of sexual terminology or a number of sexual partners 

that is not age appropriate 

 Payment in cash rather than insurance 

 Minimizing health concerns or other risk factors 

 Inability to speak English 

 History of hospital hopping 

 Vague  medical history 

 Failure to make previous follow-up appointments 
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 Distrust of law enforcement or anything that appears related to “the system” 

 Child may be openly hostile, refuse to answer questions, give attitude 

 

Medical Specific Red Flags 

 Bald patches where hair pulled out 

 Lacerations or bruises 

 Scars 

 Ligature marks 

 Burns (cigarette or otherwise) 

 Bite marks 

 Partial dentures where teeth were forcibly knocked out or in 

 Stab marks 

 Malnutrition, dehydration, exhaustion, stunted growth 

 Dizziness, headaches, memory loss from traumatic brain injury 

 Untreated disease 

 Dental/visual problems 

 Chronic back pain, muscle strains, cardiovascular and respiratory issues 

related to exposure to chemicals, serious industrial injury 

 Persistent or untreated STIs or UTIs 

 Vaginal or rectal trauma 

 Multiple pregnancies/repeated abortions or miscarriages 

 Infertility 

 Abnormal discharge or odors 

 Pelvic Inflammatory Disorder 

 Cotton fibers or sponge pieces in the vaginal vault  

 Previous SANE exams 
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 Multiple sexual partners 

 Jaw and neck problems from repeatedly giving oral sex 

  Back problems or red marks/blisters on feet from high heels 

Medical Mental Health Red Flags 

 Trauma bonding 

 Depression, hopelessness  

 Anxiety, panic attacks 

 Suicidal ideation 

 Addiction/forced or used as maladaptive coping mechanism 

 PTSD 

 Affective, behavioral and cognitive problems 

 Many teen victims diagnosed as bipolar, oppositional defiance 

disorder, personality disorder not otherwise specified  

 Low self-esteem 

 Dissociation 

 

Role of the Medical Professional 

 Trust your gut.  If something doesn’t feel right then find a way to obtain 

more information. 

 Develop rapport and trust. Health care professionals have a unique 

opportunity because of their role in the system.   

 Question potential victim away from their trafficker/minder—“Hospital 

policy requires me to talk to each person individually.” 

 Obtain translators unrelated to the people the victim came with. 

 Do not promise more than you can provide. 

 Have patient talk to the national hot line at 1-888-373-7888 
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Potential Interview Questions for Child Victims 

 Use indirect questions that spark conversation.  Victims often don’t self-

identify, nor do they recognize themselves as “trafficked people.” 

 What grade are you in, where do you go to school, favorite subject, etc.   

 Relationship to the person that brought them—ask some questions that 

require more knowledge than just a title:  boyfriend, uncle, aunt, brother, 

friend 

 Have you been physically hurt by someone else? 

 Have you ever been pressured to do something that you don’t want to do? 

 Can you come and go as you please? 

 Have you been threatened if you try to leave? 

 Have you ever run away from home? 

 How often do you see or talk to your family and friends? 

 Have you ever had to trade sex for money, food, a place to stay? 

 Have you had more than 5 sexual partners? 

 Do you have enough to eat and drink? 

 Where do you sleep?  On a bed, a cot, the floor? 

 Is anyone forcing you to do anything that you do not want to do? 

 Did someone tell you what to say today? 

Your Response 

 Receive the information without judgment or negative reaction regardless of 

the language with which it is delivered. 

 Focus on the victim’s safety.  “Our first priority is your safety.”  “We are 

here to help you.” 
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 We want to make sure that what happened to you doesn’t happen to anyone 

else. 

 We can help get you to a safe place. 

 We can help meet your needs for food, shelter and medical care. 

General Red Flags for Sex Trafficking 

 Visible injuries:  bruising, swelling, redness 

 Inconsistent stories 

 Descriptions of multiple sexual partners in SANE exams on “normal sex 

cases”/ sexually transmitted disease 

 Failure to make eye contact 

 Overtly sexual online profile/Sexually provocative pictures on the phone or 

online accounts 

 Teased by other students for being sexually active or a prostitute 

 Backpage ads are linked to a person or business name or phone number on 

Google 

 Gang signs/affiliation 

 Branding/Tattoos 

 Back of neck 

 Underarm 

 Ankle 

 Above the breasts 

 Above the vaginal line 

 Matching Tattoos/Look at your suspect 

 “Daddy”/ “Break Yourself” 

 “Pimpin”/ “OG” 

 “Mrs or Ms” 

 Business Cards lacking address:  tire shop, shoes, repairs, fresh flowers 
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 Third party control of identity documents 

 Contents of the vehicle/location 

 Hotel receipts 

 Drug-store receipts 

 Lingerie 

 Condoms 

 Female personal hygiene items in a place of business 

 New high-end clothing recently purchased 

 Hotel keys 

 Rolls of money 

 Prepaid credit cards 

 Child has multiple runaways within a short period of time 

 Child or teenager with older person who is not related to them 

 Child appears much older than stated age in appearance  

 Child has story that is pat but not logically coherent throughout 

 Child has in-depth knowledge of life on the streets 

 Child thinks that “adult life” and “independence” greatest value 

 Evidence of controlling relationship 

 -schedule/activities dictated by someone else 

 -isolation from friends and family 

 -unable to make simple decisions without boyfriend 

 Claim of boyfriend or girlfriend relationship with older individual 

 Fake or no identification 

 Multiple phone or social media accounts 

 Language:  Backpage, Eccie.net, stable, family, Daddy, incalls, outcalls 
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 Changes in the child’s appearance, friend groups, socio-economic status, 

level of sexualization, activities, relationship to authority. 

 

 

 

General Red Flags for Massage Parlors/Spas 

 Permit or license for something other than actual business 

 Identify clientele:  Is it only men that receive services at the “spa”? 

 Location may have a guarded entrance 

 Cameras both inside and outside 

 Location storefront may be curtained off/blocked, etc. 

 Location may be locked and opened only when someone at the door with a 

phone 

 “Employees” may be ferried to and from work by the “spa” or may live at 

the location 

 Men walking through the parking lot talking on their cell phones 

 Condoms in the parking lot 

 

 

 

General Red Flags for Labor Trafficking 

 Is not free to leave or come and go as he/she wishes 

 Is unpaid, paid very little, or paid only through tips 

 Works excessively long and/or unusual hours 

 Is not allowed breaks or suffers under unusual restrictions at work 

 Owes a large debt and is unable to pay it off 
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 High security measures exist in the work and/or living locations (e.g. opaque 

windows, boarded up windows, bars on windows, barbed wire, security 

cameras, etc.) 

 Malnutrition, dehydration, exhaustion, stunted growth 

 Dizziness, headaches, memory loss from traumatic brain injury 

 Untreated chronic infections 

 Dental/visual problems 

 Chronic back pain, muscle strains, cardiovascular and respiratory issues 

related to exposure to chemicals, serious industrial injury 

 Is fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, tense, or nervous/paranoid 

 Exhibits unusually fearful or anxious behavior after bringing up law 

enforcement 

 Avoids eye contact 

 Lacks health care 

 Appears malnourished 

 Shows signs of physical and/or sexual abuse, physical restraint, 

confinement, or torture 

 Exhaustion 

 Living where they work and in space not zoned for living space 

 Living in squalid conditions, too many people to the space, insufficient beds 

and sanitation  

 Transported to and from work by the employer 

 Food, hygiene, living conditions provided by the employer 

 Do not have the proper licensing whether for driving, soliciting, running the 

equipment, providing the services or even to have a business within city 

limits 

 Claims of just visiting and inability to clarify where he/she is staying/address 

 Lack of knowledge of whereabouts and/or do not know what city he/she is in 
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 Loss of sense of time 

 Has numerous inconsistencies in his/her story 

 Answers appear scripted or rehearsed 

 Withdrawal from the community 

 Has few or no personal possessions 

 Is not in control of his/her own money, no financial records, or bank account 

 Non-English speakers 

 Recruited through false promises concerning the nature and conditions of 

his/her work 

 Multiple middle men in the recruitment scheme 

 Recruitment fees-may be in one or multiple payments 

 Promises of green cards and permanent residency or citizenship 

 High fees for substandard living arrangements 

 Is not in control of his/her own identification documents (ID or passport) 

 Is not allowed or able to speak for themselves (a third party may insist on 

being present and/or translating) 

 

 



Human Trafficking Cheat Sheet | Polaris Project 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING CHEAT SHEET 
 

Overview 

 Human trafficking is a form of modern-day slavery. 
 

 Human trafficking is prevalent in many countries around the world.  Different countries may be 

primarily sites of origin, transit, destination, and/or internal trafficking. 
 

 Cases of human trafficking have been reported in all fifty states of the United States (Free the Slaves). 
 

 Human trafficking is a market-based economy that exists on principles of supply and demand.  It 

thrives due to conditions which allow for high profits to be generated at low risk. 
 

What is Human Trafficking? 

 As defined in the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, the legal definition of “severe forms of 

trafficking in persons” is: 

a) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in 

which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age; or 

b) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or 

services, through the use of force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjection to 

involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery. 
 

 Under the legal definition, trafficking victims in the US can be divided into three populations: 

o Minors (under age 18) induced into commercial sex; 

o Adults age 18 or over involved in commercial sex via force, fraud, or coercion; 

o Children and adults forced to perform labor and/or services in conditions of involuntary 

servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery, via force, fraud, or coercion. 
 

 Victims are trafficked for a wide variety of purposes, such as commercial sex, agricultural work, or 

housekeeping, yet they all share the loss of one of our world’s most cherished rights—freedom.   
 

 There is no one consistent face of a trafficking victim.  Trafficked persons can be rich or poor, men or 

women, adults or children, and foreign nationals or US citizens. 
 

 There is no one consistent face of a trafficker.  Traffickers include a wide range of criminal operators, 

including individual pimps, small families or businesses, loose-knit decentralized criminal networks, and 

international organized criminal syndicates.   
 

The Law 

 Human Trafficking is a crime under US and international law, as well as under many state laws.  
 

 The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000 is the main US law on trafficking.  It has been 

reauthorized in 2003, 2005 and 2008.   
 

 The “Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children” 

is the main international law on the subject.    
 

Statistics 

 The number of trafficking victims in the US is largely unknown.  However, hundreds of thousands of US 

citizen minors are estimated to be at risk of commercial sexual exploitation.   
 

Myths and Misconceptions 

 It is important to dispel certain myths about trafficking. 

o Trafficking is not smuggling or forced movement. 

o Trafficking does not require transportation or border crossing, and does not only happen to 

immigrants or foreign nationals.   

o Trafficking does not require physical force, physical abuse, or physical restraint. 

o The consent of the victim is considered irrelevant, as is payment.  

 



Child Sex Trafficking in America: A Guide for Parents and Guardians 

What is Child Sex Trafficking? 
Child sex trafficking is one of the most common types of commercial sexual exploitation.  Child sex trafficking is a 
high-priority at the National Center for Missing & Exploited because these children are often currently missing and 
actively being exploited.  Child sex trafficking victims include girls, boys, and transgendered youth. Victims could be 
anyone – your sister, neighbor, or nephew. Knowledge and awareness are key in keeping your loved ones safe.   
 

Children who are exploited through commercial sex are viewed as victims of severe forms of sex trafficking 
according to federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) sex trafficking is “the recruitment, harboring, 
transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purposes of a commercial sex act.”1 Children who are exploited 
through commercial sex are viewed as victims of severe forms of trafficking in persons, which is sex trafficking “in which 
a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act has 
not attained 18 years of age.”2 A commercial sex act is “any sex act on account of which anything of value is given to or 
received by any person.”3   
 

How does a child become a victim? 
Traffickers target vulnerable children and lure them into sex trafficking using physical and psychological 
manipulation, and sometimes may resort to violence. Any child may be vulnerable to such a person who promises to 
meet his or her emotional and physical needs. Often traffickers/pimps will create a seemingly loving or caring 
relationship with their victim in order to establish trust and allegiance. This manipulative relationship tries to ensure 
the youth will remain loyal to the exploiter even in the face of severe victimization. These relationships may begin 
online before progressing to a real-life encounter.  

 

 

1Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 [United States of America]. Public Law 106-386 [H.R. 3244]. 28 October 2000. Section 103(9). 
2Ibid 

                      

Who are the pimps? 
Pimps, also known as traffickers, can be anyone, including family 
members, foster parents, friends, gangs, trusted adults, or “boyfriends,” 
who profits from the selling of a minor to a buyer.  
 

Victims are 
 

Targeted – Pimps are predators who seek out vulnerable victims. While 
any youth can be targeted by a pimp runaways or children experiencing 
trouble at home are especially vulnerable. Traffickers know these children 
have emotional and physical needs that are not often being met and use 
this to their advantage. Pimps find victims at a variety of venues such as in 
social networking websites, shopping malls, and schools; on local streets; 
or at bus stations.  
 

Tricked – Pimps are willing to invest a great deal of time and effort in their 
victim to break down a victim’s natural resistance and suspicion – buying 
them gifts, providing a place to stay, promising a loving relationship – 
before revealing their true intent. Frequently victims do not realize the 
deceptive nature of their trafficker’s interest in them, viewing their pimp 
as a caretaker and/or boyfriend. 
 

Traumatized – A pimp’s use of psychological manipulation causes the 
child to truly believe the pimp cares for his or her well-being. Coupled 
with physical control can make a victim feel trapped and powerless to 
leave. This “trauma bond” is difficult to break and specialized intervention 
and services are often necessary. 
 

 

Statistics 
 

 In 2015, 1 in every 5 endangered 
runaways reported to NCMEC was 
likely a victim of child sex trafficking. 

 

 
 
 

 Of the missing children reported to 
NCMEC in 2015 who are also likely 
child sex trafficking victims, 74% were 
in the care of child welfare when they 
went missing.  
 
 Traffickers are increasingly using the 

internet and social networking sites  
for the grooming and recruitment of 
potential victims.  

 
 

 



 

When a child goes missing, the legal guardian should immediately call law enforcement and make a report.  Next, 
call the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children at 1-800-THE-LOST (1-800-843-5678). Taking the extra 
step to report missing children to NCMEC ensures that all available resources are being employed to assist in the 
identification and recovery of that child. 

 
If you suspect a case of child sex trafficking, contact 

the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children® at 1-800-843-5678 or visit www.cybertipline.com 
  

 

Is someone you know a victim? 
Each time a child runs away his or her chance of being targeted increases. Also youth being controlled by a trafficker 
or pimp frequently do not reveal their victimization because of the severe control their trafficker has over them, 
both physically and psychologically. If something does not seem right, ask questions! Establishing an ongoing 
dialogue with children is critical to building trust that can create space for prevention and intervention. 

Last Updated: January 2016 

 

“With the young 
girls, you 

promise them 
heaven, they’ll 
follow you to 

hell,”… a pimp 
convicted of 

child sex 
trafficking.6 

 
6I. Urbina. “For Runaways, Sex Buys 
Survival.” The New York Times. 
October 26, 2009, page 3. 

How to keep your child safer  
 

One of the most important things you can do to protect your child is to create an environment in which he or she 
feels comfortable talking with you. Open communication is key. Share the dangers of sex trafficking with your 
children and encourage them to alert you when they feel uncomfortable in any situation.   
 

Often trafficking victims have experienced victimization in the past, and many times this has been inflicted by 
individuals close to the victim. Do you trust the people with whom your child interacts? Knowing whom your 
children are with at all times is crucial to protecting their safety.  
 

When your daughter or son is online, do you know which sites they are visiting and with whom they are 
communicating? Taking the time to monitor what your children do and who they are interacting with on the 
Internet is a VERY important step in keeping your child safer. 
 
If something does not seem right, ask questions!  
 
 

 
Some signs and vulnerabilities to look for 
 

 History of sexual abuse. Traffickers will work to identify any vulnerability in a youth’s 
life and use that to both create a closer bond and maintain future control. 

 History of running away or current status as a runaway.  
 Signs of current physical abuse and/or multiple sexually transmitted diseases.  
 Unstable home life and/or involvement in the child welfare or foster care system. 
 Inexplicable appearance of expensive gifts, clothing, or other costly items. Traffickers 

often buy gifts for their victims as a way to build a relationship and earn trust.    
 Presence of an older boy- or girlfriend. While they may seem “cool,” older friends or 

boyfriends are not always the caring individuals they appear to be.  
 Substance abuse of harder drugs. Pimps may also target youth with significant drug 

additions as well as use drugs to lure and control their victims. 
 Withdrawal or lack of interest in previous activities. Due to depression or being 

forced to spend time with their pimp, victims lose control of their personal lives. 
 Gang involvement, especially among girls.  
 

http://www.cybertipline.com/
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What are the Intersections?  

Methods of Abuse: power and control exist in 
domestic and sexual violence as well as trafficking. 
Similarly, victims are subject to physical, sexual, 
emotional, psychological and economic abuse as well 
as isolation. 

Cycle of Violence: traffickers, like abusers, use 
cyclical violence to control victims by making 
promises of love or a better life and by using shame 
and manipulation. 

Continuum of Abuse or “Push Factor”: 
domestic and sexual violence are often cited as push 
factors to trafficking.  

Trafficking by Intimate Partners & Family: 
traffickers can be those closest to a victim, including 
their spouse, intimate partner or family member. 
 

Relevant Statistics 

 Nearly 70 % of trafficking victims at a London 
program female victims reported experiencing 
abuse before being trafficked.1 

 In 2011, the NHTRC reported 10% of hotline 
calls as Intimate Partner or Familial Trafficking.2  

 94% of IPV victims have experienced some form of 
economic abuse, 79% economic exploitation.3 

 

Myths about the Intersections 

Myth =Traffickers are always strangers to victims, 
using kidnapping to acquire victims. 

Reality = Like sexual abusers, traffickers are also 
known to victims, including family or partners. 

Myth = Abusers are jealous and won’t exploit for 
sex. Abusers control economically, but don’t exploit. 

Reality = In the same way abusers use economic & 
sexual abuse to control, they may use it to exploit. 
                                                           
1 http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2009/123128.htm 
2 http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-
hotline/access-training/online-training 
3 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21987509 
4 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/03/17/clinton-danner-sold-his-
w_n_503358.html 

Intimate Partner Trafficking 

Spouses and intimate partners may compel their 
partner to engage in commercial sex, forced labor or 
involuntary servitude. The abuser may tell their 
partner that this exploitation is for benefit of their 
family, the relationship, for financial support or to 
support an addiction. 

Familial Trafficking 

Family members, often adults or older individuals, 
may compel their relatives to engage in commercial 
sex, forced labor or involuntary servitude. The abuser 
utilizes existing power dynamics and vulnerabilities 
to exploit the family member. 
 

 

 

 

Indicators & Assessment 

 Signs of control, monitoring, isolation, canned 
stories, financial dependence, anxiety about sexual 
history or work responsibilities 

 Has s/he ever asked you to do something you were 
uncomfortable with? 

 Are you being monitored or watched by him/her? 

 What do you think would happen if you didn’t do 
what s/he asked you to do? 

 Are you able to keep any of the money you earn or 
have access to finances? 

 

Resources 

National Human Trafficking Resource Center 
(NHTRC) Hotline:                                                        
1-888-373-7888 

National Domestic Violence Hotline:                 
1-800-799-SAFE (7233) 

Rape, Abuse and Incest National Network 
Hotline:                                                                              
1-800-656-HOPE (4673) 

Domestic & Sexual Violence 
Intersections with Trafficking 

Issue Brie f  

“A woman feared she would never see her young 

child again unless she complied with her 

husband’s scheme to sell her sexual services….”4 

w w w . B e c k y O w e n s B u l l a r d . c o m  

http://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/2009/123128.htm
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/access-training/online-training
http://www.polarisproject.org/what-we-do/national-human-trafficking-hotline/access-training/online-training
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/21987509
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/03/17/clinton-danner-sold-his-w_n_503358.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/03/17/clinton-danner-sold-his-w_n_503358.html
www.BeckyOwensBullard.com


This wheel was adapted from the Domestic Abuse Intervention Project’s Duluth Model Power and Control Wheel,  
available at www.theduluthmodel.org  

Polaris Project | P.O. Box 53315, Washington, DC 20009 | Tel: 202.745.1001 | www.PolarisProject.org | 
Info@PolarisProject.org   
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INTIMIDATION 
 

Harms other victims, children 
or pets ● Displays or uses 
weapons ● Destroys  
property ● Lies about  
police involvement  
in trafficking  
situation 

      Humiliates in front of others 

● Calls names ● Plays mind games  
● Makes victim feel guilt/blame for   
situation ● Convinces victim they’re  
the only one that cares about them 
 
     

           

ISOLATION 
      Keeps confined ● Accompanies   
    to public places ● Creates distrust of    
    police/others ● Moves victims to  
       different locations ● Doesn’t allow                
             victim to learn English or to go  
                           to school ● Denies  
                           access to children,  
                              family and friends 
 
                                         

 

COERCION and 
THREATS 

Threatens to harm victim 
 or family ● Threatens  
    to expose or shame  

         victim ● Threatens  
         to report to  

         police or  
                 immigration 

        DENYING, 
          BLAMING, 

       MINIMIZING, 
 

  
 
  

 

  USING PRIVILEGE 
  Treats victim like a servant     
 ● Uses gender, age or nationality to   
suggest superiority ● Uses certain  
 victims to control others ● Hides or  
  destroys important documents 

Makes light of abuse or   
exploitation ● Denies that 
anything illegal or exploitative  
is occurring ● Places blame  
on the victim for the  
 trafficking situation 
 

PHYSICAL ABUSE 

 

SEXUAL 
ABUSE 

         

 

 ECONOMIC 
     ABUSE 
         Creates debt that can  

     never be repaid ● Takes  
  money earned ● Prohibits access  
   to finances ● Limits resources to  
                           a small allowance 
                                          
                                             

EMOTIONAL             
     ABUSE 
 

Shoves, slaps, hits, punches, kicks, 
 strangles ● Burns, brands, tattoos  
 ● Denies food/water ● Exposes  
       to harmful chemicals  
       ● Forces pregnancy  
           termination ● Induces 
                drug addiction as  
                      means of  
                           control 

             Uses sexual assault  
           as punishment or  
s      means of control  
     ● Forces victim to have  
   sex multiple times a day  
 with strangers ● Treats  
victim as an object for  
monetary gain ● Normalizes 
       sexual violence and  
                           selling sex           
 sex        

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

POWER  
& 

CONTROL 



Child Sex Trafficking in America: A Guide for Parents and Guardians 

What is Child Sex Trafficking? 
Child sex trafficking is one of the most common types of commercial sexual exploitation. Child sex trafficking is a 
high priority at the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC), because these children are often 
currently missing and actively being exploited. Child sex trafficking victims include girls, boys, and LGBTQ youth. 
Victims could be anyone – your daughter, neighbor, or nephew. Knowledge and awareness are key in keeping your 
loved ones safer.   
 

According to the federal Trafficking Victims Protection Act sex trafficking is defined as “the recruitment, harboring, 
transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for the purposes of a commercial sex act.”1 Children who are 
exploited through commercial sex are viewed as victims of severe forms of trafficking in persons, which is sex 
trafficking “in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to 
perform such an act has not attained 18 years of age.”2 A commercial sex act is “any sex act on account of which 
anything of value is given to or received by any person.”3 
 

How does a child become a victim? 
Traffickers target vulnerable children and lure them into sex trafficking using physical and psychological 
manipulation, and sometimes they may resort to violence. Any child may be vulnerable to such a person who 
promises to meet his or her emotional and physical needs. Often traffickers/pimps will create a seemingly loving or 
caring relationship with their victim in order to establish trust and allegiance. This manipulative relationship tries to 
ensure the youth will remain loyal to the exploiter even in the face of severe victimization. These relationships may 
begin online before progressing to a real-life encounter.  

1Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 [United States of America]. Public Law 106-386 [H.R. 3244]. 28 October 2000. Section 103(9). 
2Ibid. 
3Ibid. 
 

Who are the pimps? 
Pimps, also known as traffickers, can be anyone, including family 
members, foster parents, friends, gangs, trusted adults, or “boyfriends,” 
who profits from the selling of a minor to a buyer.  
 

Victims are 
 

Targeted – Pimps are predators who seek out vulnerable victims. While 
any youth can be targeted by a pimp, runaways or children experiencing 
trouble at home are especially vulnerable. Traffickers know these 
children have emotional and physical needs that are not often being met 
and use this to their advantage. Pimps find victims at a variety of venues 
such as in social networking websites, shopping malls, and schools; on 
local streets; or at bus stations.  
 

Tricked – Pimps are willing to invest a great deal of time and effort in 
their victim to break down a victim’s natural resistance and suspicion – 
buying them gifts, providing a place to stay, promising a loving 
relationship – before revealing their true intent. Frequently victims do 
not realize the deceptive nature of their trafficker’s interest in them, 
viewing their pimp as a caretaker and/or boyfriend. 
 

Traumatized – A pimp’s use of psychological manipulation causes the 
child to truly believe the pimp cares for his or her well-being. Coupled 
with physical control this can make a victim feel trapped and powerless 
to leave. This “trauma bond” is difficult to break and specialized 
intervention and services are often necessary. 
 

 

Statistics 
 

 In 2013, 1 in every 7 endangered 
runaways reported to NCMEC was 
likely a victim of child sex trafficking. 

 

 
 
 

 Of the missing children reported to 
NCMEC who are also likely child sex 
trafficking victims, 67% were in the 
care of child welfare when they went 
missing.   
 

 Traffickers are increasingly using the 
internet and social networking sites 
for the grooming and recruitment of 
potential victims.  

 
 

 



 

When a child goes missing, the legal guardian should immediately call law enforcement and make a report.   
Next, call the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children at 1-800-THE-LOST® (1-800-843-5678). Taking the 
extra step to report missing children to NCMEC ensures that all available resources are being employed to assist in 
the identification and recovery of that child. 

 
If you suspect a case of child sex trafficking, contact 

the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children® at 1-800-843-5678 or visit www.cybertipline.com 
  

 

Is someone you know a victim? 
Each time a child runs away his or her chance of being targeted increases. Youth being controlled by a trafficker or 
pimp frequently do not reveal their victimization because of the severe control their trafficker has over them, both 
physically and psychologically. Also, shame and guilt often keep victims silenced. If something does not seem right, 
ask questions! Establishing an ongoing, open and non-judgmental dialogue with children is critical to building trust 
that can create space for prevention and intervention. 

Last Updated: April 2014 

 

“With the young 
girls, you 

promise them 
heaven, they’ll 
follow you to 

hell,”… a pimp 
convicted of 

child sex 
trafficking. 

 
I. Urbina. “For Runaways, Sex Buys 
Survival.” The New York Times. 
October 26, 2009, page 3. 

How to keep your child safer  
 

One of the most important things you can do to protect your child is to create an environment in which he or she 
feels comfortable talking with you. Open communication is key. Share the dangers of sex trafficking with your 
children and encourage them to alert you when they feel uncomfortable in any situation.   
 

Often trafficking victims have experienced victimization in the past, and many times this has been inflicted by 
individuals close to the victim. Do you trust the people with whom your child interacts? Knowing whom your 
children are with at all times is crucial to protecting their safety.  
 

When your daughter or son is online, do you know which sites they are visiting and with whom they are 
communicating? Taking the time to monitor what your children do and who they are interacting with on the 
Internet is a VERY important step in keeping your child safer. 
 
If something does not seem right, ask questions!  
 
 

 
Some signs and vulnerabilities to look for 
 

 History of sexual abuse. Traffickers will work to identify any vulnerability in a young 
person’s life and use that to both create a closer bond and maintain future control. 

 History of running away or current status as a runaway.  
 Signs of current physical abuse and/or multiple sexually transmitted diseases.  
 Unstable home life and/or involvement in the child welfare or foster care system. 
 Inexplicable appearance of gifts, clothing, or other costly items that does not fit the 

child’s situation. Traffickers often buy gifts for their victims as a way to build a 
relationship and earn trust.    

 Presence of an older boy- or girlfriend. While they may seem “cool,” older friends or 
boyfriends are not always the caring individuals they appear to be.  

 Substance abuse of harder drugs. Pimps may also target youth with significant drug 
addictions as well as use drugs to lure and control their victims. 

 Withdrawal or lack of interest in previous activities. Due to depression or being 
forced to spend time with their pimp, victims lose control of their personal lives. 

 Gang involvement, especially among girls.  
 Travel to other states or staying at hotels during a run episode. 
 

http://www.cybertipline.com/
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COMPREHENSIVE HUMAN TRAFFICKING ASSESSMENT 
 
The following document contains questions that can be used to assess a client for potential signs that she/he has been a victim of 
human trafficking.  The suggestions and indicators below are not exhaustive or cumulative in nature and each question taken alone 
may not indicate a potential trafficking situation. Assessment questions should be tailored to your program and client’s specific needs. 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
General Trafficking Assessment Tips and Safety Check………………………………………………………1-2 
 
General Trafficking Assessment Questions…………………………………………………………………...3-4  
 
Sex Trafficking Specific Assessment Questions……………………………………………………………….4 
 
Labor Trafficking Specific Assessment Questions…………………………………………………………….5 
 
Network Specific Assessment Questions…………………………………………………………………….6-10 
 
 
GENERAL TRAFFICKING ASSESSMENT TIPS 

As with any assessment of a victim of crime, there are some general points to be aware of when evaluating a 
client’s needs.  Listed below are general tips for conducting an assessment with a potential victim of trafficking. 

Please note that throughout this assessment the term “controller” is used generally to describe the potential 
trafficker or the person(s) who maintain(s) control over the potential victim(s). 

 

ASSESSMENT ENVIRONMENT AND TONE 

• Conduct the assessment in a comfortable and safe environment.  If you are in a police station or in a 
place where the physical space/conditions are limiting, attempt to create an environment that is as 
calming and positive as possible.  

• Provide the individual with space when speaking with them.  

• Be relaxed and use an approachable tone, demeanor, and body language. Ask yourself the question “To 
what degree does my present posture communicate openness and availability to the client”? 

• Use empathic listening. Empathic listening centers on being attentive, observing, and listening in order to 
understand the client’s situation without making judgments.  

• While you engage in empathic and reflective listening make sure you are maintaining good eye contact 
with the client. Good eye contact is another way of conveying “I want to hear what you have to say”.  

• If at all possible, try not to take notes and instead engage in active listening and write your notes 
immediately following the meeting with the client. If note taking is necessary, let the individual know why 
you need to write notes and for what purposes they may be used.  

• Be clear about your role and goals, and about the services that your agency can and cannot provide. 
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• Explain why you care about the individual’s situation and that you have worked with and assisted other 
individuals in situations that may be similar to his/her own. Explaining who you are and why you are 
there is particularly important to correct any misperceptions of your role.   

 
ASSESSMENT LANGUAGE AND QUESTIONS 

• When appropriate, attempt to engage in casual conversation about lighter topics and ask questions to try 
to get the individual to open up, even if it’s not about their trafficking situation or service needs. 
Although the client might be confused, scared and/or distracted, engaging in casual conversation before 
the assessment helps to build trust and set the tone for effective, non-defensive communication.  

• In your initial assessment, try to focus predominantly on assessments of their service needs, but weave in 
other questions naturally and when appropriate. 

• It is often useful to start with questions that ascertain the lesser degrees of control before moving onto 
the more severe methods of control.   

o Example: Inquiring about living or working conditions may be an easier topic to tackle initially 
than directly inquiring about physical or sexual abuse that the victim may have sustained.  

• Be conscious of the language that you use when speaking with a potential victim of trafficking.  Mirroring 
the language that the potential victim uses can be a helpful first step.  

o Example:  If the potential victim refers to her controller as her boyfriend, referring to that person 
as a “pimp” or a “sex trafficker” may have a negative impact.  Although these are terms that can 
be used for controllers in the commercial sex industry, the potential victim may not identify this 
person in this way. 

o The phrasing of all questions included in this assessment should be changed, amended or revised 
to fit the client and context you are in.  

• It is also important to conduct assessments in a potential victim’s native language whenever possible.  

o Use trained interpreters sensitive to the nature of the crime and who are not in any way tied to 
the potential victim or the potential trafficker’s community of origin.  

o Ensure that the interpreter is introduced and their role is fully explained.  

 

IMPORTANT DYNAMICS FOR YOUR ASSESSMENT 

• Keep in mind that many victims do not self-identify as “human trafficking victims” due to a lack of 
knowledge about the crime itself and the power and control dynamics typically involved in human 
trafficking situations. 

• Be conscious of the fact that an individual in a trafficking situation has typically been conditioned by their 
trafficker not to trust law enforcement and/or service providers. 

• Be aware of power dynamics when a third party is accompanying or interpreting for a potential victim.  
Try to speak to the potential victim alone or secure an outside interpreter. 
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• Be aware that canned stories are common and that the true story may not emerge until trust has been 
built with the potential victim after multiple meetings. 

• Each client is going to tell his/her story differently and no client will present all of the elements of their 
trafficking situation in a neat package.  

• It is imperative that the assessor remain flexible and prioritize the client’s needs and safety as the primary 
reason for the assessment.  

 

SAFETY CHECK 

Be sure to conduct a safety check if the individual has recently exited the situation or if they are still in the 
situation. 

• Is it safe for you to talk with me right now? How safe do you feel right now? Are there times when you 
don’t feel safe? 

• Do you feel like you are in any kind of danger while speaking with me at this location? 

• Is there anything that would help you to feel safer while we talk? 

If speaking with the individual over the phone: 

• Are you in a safe place?  Can you tell me where you are? 

• Are you injured?  Would you like for me to call 911/an ambulance? 

• If someone comes on the line, what would you like for me to do?  Hang up? Identify myself as someone 
else, a certain company/person/friend?  

• Also remind the individual to feel free to hang up at any point during the conversation if they believe that 
someone may be listening in.  

• How can we communicate if we get disconnected?  Would I be able to call you back/leave a message? 

• Would you prefer to call me back when you are in a safe place? 

 

GENERAL TRAFFICKING ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 

The following questions could be applicable to both situations of sex and labor trafficking. Please note that the 
order listed is not intended to indicate the order in which the questions should be asked. The type and order of 
questions should be tailored to a given situation and should be amended to react effectively and supportively to 
the client.  

 

FRAUD QUESTIONS 

• How did you meet this person/find out about your job?   

• What were you told about the job before you started/what promises were made about the relationship?   

• Did your experience meet your expectations?   
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• Do you feel you were ever deceived about anything related to your job/your relationship?   

• Did anything surprise you about this job/relationship?   

• Did conditions of your job/relationship change over time?  

• Were you ever forced to sign a contract that you didn’t understand or didn’t want to sign?  Were the 
contents of this contract used as a threat against you? 

• Did you feel like you understood your rights in this job/situation?  Did you ever feel like anyone kept 
you from accessing information about your rights? 

 
COERCION QUESTIONS 

• Did you ever feel pressured to do something that you didn’t want to do or felt uncomfortable doing?   

• What were your expectations of what would happen if you left this person/situation or if you didn’t do 
what this person told you to do?   

• Did anyone ever take/keep your legal papers or identification for you, such as your passport, visa, 
driver’s license, etc.? 

• Did anyone ever threaten you or intimidate you?   

• What did this person tell you about what would happen if you were arrested/encountered an immigration 
official?    

• Did you ever see something bad happen to someone else who didn’t do something that was expected of 
them?  What happened to them?  How did that make you feel?  

• Did you ever feel that if you left the situation, your life would become more difficult?   

 

DEBT-MONETARY QUESTIONS 

• Did you have access to any money/the money you earn?  Did anyone take your money or a portion of 
your money?  Did anyone hold your money for “safe keeping” 

• If the money you earned was kept in a bank account, who set up this bank account?  Did anyone else 
beside you have access to the account? 

• Were you required to make a certain amount of money every day/ week?  Why did you feel that you had 
to meet that amount?  What did you think would happen if you didn’t make that much money?  

• Did you have fees that you had to pay to someone? How much money did you have left after you paid 
everything you needed to pay?  Could you spend the money the way you wanted to? 

• Did you owe any money to anyone in the situation?  If so, who did you owe money to and why?  

• How did you incur this debt? How long have you had the debt? Did you debt increase overtime?  

• Did you feel that it was difficult to pay off your debt?  Why?   
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• What did you think would happen to you or other people in your life if you didn’t pay off your debt?  

 

FORCE QUESTIONS 

• Did someone control, supervise or monitor your work/your actions? 

• Was your communication ever restricted or monitored? 

• Were you able to access medical care? 

• Were you ever allowed to leave the place that you were living/working?  Under what conditions?   

• Was your movement outside of you residence/workplace ever monitored or controlled?   

• What did you think would have happened if you left the situation?  Was there ever a time when you 
wanted to leave, but felt that you couldn’t?  What do you think would have happened if you left without 
telling anyone?  

• Did you feel that it was your only option to stay in the situation?   

• Did anyone ever force you to do something physically or sexually that you didn’t feel comfortable doing? 

• Were you ever physically abused (shoved, slapped, hit, kicked, scratched, punched, burned, etc.) by 
anyone?  

• Were you ever sexually abused (sexual assault/unwanted touching, rape, sexual exploitation, etc.) by 
anyone? 

• Did anyone ever introduce you to drugs, medications as a method of control? 

 

SEX TRAFFICKING ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 

The following questions could be applicable in sex trafficking situations in general and are not specific to a 
certain type of network or controller. 

• Did anyone ever pressure you to engage in any sexual acts against your will? 

• Did anyone ever take photos of you and if so, what did they use them for?  Were these photos ever sent 
to other people or posted on an online forum (Craigslist, Backpage, Myspace)? 

• Did anyone ever force you to engage in sexual acts with friends or business associates for favors/money? 

• Did anyone ever force you to engage in commercial sex through online websites, escort services, street 
prostitution, informal arrangements, brothels, fake massage businesses or strip clubs? [See network 
specific questions at end of document] 

• Were you required to earn a certain amount of money/meet a nightly quota by engaging in commercial 
sex for someone?  What happened if you did not meet this quota? 

• [For women only] Did anyone force you to continue to engage in commercial sex when you were on 
your period?  Were you ever asked or told to use anything that would prevent the flow of menstruation?   
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• How old were you when you were in this situation?  Did you ever see any minors (under 18 years old) 
involved in commercial sex?   

• Were you ever transported to different locations to engage in commercial sex? Where were you taken and 
who transported you? 

• Who decided whether or not you used a condom during sex acts? 

 

LABOR TRAFFICKING ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 

• How did you feel about where you worked?  How did you feel about your employer/supervisor/crew 
leader/or other controller?  

• Did you feel that you were paid fairly at this job?   

• What were your normal work hours?  How many hours did you have to work each day? 

• What happened if you worked fewer hours or took breaks?  

• Did anyone ever threaten you if you indicated you did not want to work the hours expected of you? 

• Did you have to live in housing provided by the controller?  What were the conditions like in this 
housing? 

• Did you have to pay a fee to the controller in order to stay in this housing? 

• Did the controller ever promise to secure, renew or pay for your legal documents or work visa?   

• What were your weekly/monthly expenses to the controller?  

• Did the controller provide transportation to the work site?  What did this look like?   

 
 
NETWORK/CONTROLLER SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 

The assessment questions below may be used to supplement the general trafficking questions where a particular 
type of trafficking has already been identified.  These questions are not comprehensive and should be included as 
a part of the general trafficking assessment above.  

 

DOMESTIC SERVITUDE  

• Did you have days off? Were you able to leave the house on your days off? Were you ever expected to 
complete work on your days off (still provide childcare, complete household chores before leaving, etc.)? 

• Were you ever able to leave the home to run errands, transport children to school or go to church?  Were 
you monitored or timed when you left the home for these things? 

• Did you have your own room in the home?  Where did you sleep?   

• Did you have consistent access to food?  Were you ever made to go without food? 
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• Did you have access to medical care while you lived in the home?  

• What were your tasks in the home (childcare, cleaning, cooking, etc.)?  How many hours did you work 
during the day or night? 

• Were you allowed to communicate with your family/friends while you lived in the home? 

• Are you afraid that your controller might harm your family back in your hometown? 

• Did the controller ever force you to engage in sexual acts against your will at any time they requested it?  
What did you think would happen if you refused to do this?  [Personal Sexual Servitude] 

 
PIMP-CONTROLLED SEX TRAFFICKING (STREET, TRUCK STOPS, ONLINE ESCORTS, ETC.) 

• How did you meet your [boyfriend/pimp/controller]?  

• Did the controller have a nickname, street name or alias?   

• Did the controller insist that you adopt a street name, nickname or alias? 

• Did the controller move you around to different locations? If so, how did you travel? How often? 

• Did the controller make you get a tattoo with his name, a phrase or symbol or mark you in any other way 
(branding, etc.)?  What did the tattoo or other mark mean to you/the controller? 

• How were the commercial sexual services advertised?  Where did it take place? 

• Were you ever physically hit or slapped by the controller or anybody else? Can you tell me about a time 
when that happened?  

• Did you ever see any other person being physically hit by the controller or anybody else? Can you tell me 
about a time when that happened? 

• Did the controller compel multiple people to engage in commercial sex?  What were their ages? 

• How were others recruited?  Through the controller or through other victims?  Were there specific 
locations (bus-stops, shelters, etc.) that individuals were recruited from? Were you ever asked to recruit 
other people? 

• Was there any other criminal activity present (gangs, drugs, theft, money laundering etc.)? 

 

INTIMATE PARTNER AND INTER-FAMILIAL TRAFFICKING 

In the following questions, the term “partner” refers to an intimate partner which could be a dating relationship, 
domestic partnership and/or marital relationship.  The term “family member” refers to any relative, whether 
immediate family or extended family member.  

Sex Trafficking 

• Did your partner/family member ever ask you to engage in commercial sexual acts in order to “help the 
relationship/the family”?  
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• Did your partner/family member ever force you to engage in commercial sexual acts with friends or 
business associates for favors/money? 

• Did your partner/family member ever force you to engage in commercial sex through online sites, escort 
services, street prostitution, strip clubs, truck stops, fake massage businesses or residential brothels? 

• Did your partner/family member ever threaten you or abuse you if you indicated that you did not want 
to engage in commercial sex or did not do what this person asked of you? 

• Did your partner/family member ever withhold financial support or restrict access to your children? 

 

Labor Trafficking 

• Did your partner/family member ever force you to work inside or outside of the home for excessive 
amounts of time?   

• Were you able to access the money that you earned from working outside the home? 

• Did your partner/family member ever force you to engage in sexual acts against your will at any time they 
requested it?  What did you think would happen if you refused to do this?  [Personal Sexual Servitude] 

• Were you ever able to leave the home to run errands, transport children to school or go to church?  Did 
your partner/family member monitor or time you when you left the home for these things? 

• What were your tasks in the home (childcare, cleaning, cooking, etc.)?  How many hours did you work 
during the day or night? 

• Did your partner/family member ever punish you for not working or not completing domestic work? 
For example, have your meals restricted? 

• Did your partner/family member ever threaten you or abuse you if you indicated that you did not want 
to work or did not do what this person asked of you? 

 

COMMERCIAL FRONT BROTHELS (FAKE MASSAGE BUSINESSES, NAIL SALONS, BARS, STRIP CLUBS)  

• Did you live in the establishment where you worked?   

o If yes - Were you ever allowed to leave without being monitored? 

o If no - Were you transported to and from the place that you lived and the residence?  Were you 
monitored at the place that you lived? 

• Were you rotated to different establishments?  How often were you moved? 

• What type of commercial front did the establishment have? How did they advertise their services?  What 
were their hours of operation? 

• Were there multiple controllers or was there one central controller? 

• How many individuals were compelled to engage in commercial sex at the establishment?  What were 
their ages?   
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• How many times a day were you and these other individuals made to engage in commercial sex? 

• Where did the commercial sex take place?  In the establishment itself, in a back room, or in an off-site 
location?  

• What were the demographics of the customers/Johns at the establishment?   

• Did customers/Johns of the establishment pay you directly or pay a controller?  Was there a token 
system?   

• Did you receive tips directly from customers/Johns of the establishment?  Were you able to keep these 
tips?  Could you spend the money the way you wanted to? 

• Did you have to pay a fee for your housing, management, food or transportation to anyone? 

• Did the establishment have a security camera or monitoring device?  Did this make you feel like you 
couldn’t leave? 

• Were the windows or doors of the establishment covered or blacked out? 

• Was there any other criminal activity present at the establishment (gangs, drugs, money laundering etc.)? 

 

RESIDENTIAL BROTHELS  

• Did you live in the residence where you worked?   

o If yes, were you ever allowed to leave without being monitored? 

o If no, were you transported to and from the place that you lived and the residence?  Were you 
monitored at the place that you lived? 

• Were you rotated to different residences?  How often were you moved? 

• Were there multiple controllers or was there one central controller? 

• How many individuals were compelled to engage in commercial sex at the establishment?  What were 
their ages? 

• How many times a day were you and these other individuals made to engage in commercial sex? 

• What were the demographics of the customers/Johns at the establishment?   

• Where did the commercial sex take place?  Did it take place in the same place where you and others were 
made to sleep? 

• Did customers/Johns of the establishment pay you directly or pay a controller?  Was there a token 
system?   

• Did you receive tips directly from customers/Johns that came to the residence?  Were you able to keep 
these tips?  Could you spend the money the way you wanted to?  

• How did the controllers advertise the commercial sexual services?   
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o If through cards, what do the cards say? How do people get the cards? Are cards only given to 
certain types of people (males versus females, only certain nationalities, etc.)? 

• Was there a specific procedure for entering the establishment (e.g. calling a number from outside)? 

• Did the residence have a security camera or someone watching the door?  Did this make you feel like you 
couldn’t leave the residence? 

• Was there any other criminal activity present at the establishment (gangs, drugs, money laundering etc.)? 

 

LABOR TRAFFICKING IN AGRICULTURE 

• Did you have a crew leader?  What kind of role did she/he play in your day-to-day work activities? 

• Did you have the appropriate tools needed for the job you are doing? Were the tools in good condition? 
Did you have to pay a fee in order to use these tools? 

• Were you exposed to pesticides or other chemicals while on the job?  

o Did you work in fields while they were being sprayed with pesticides or soon after the spraying 
took place? 

o Were you provided with gloves/masks as necessary when working with such chemicals? 

• Did you ever get injured at work? If so, were you permitted to seek medical attention? 

• Were you paid on a piece-rate basis depending on how much crop you harvest each day, or were you paid 
a fixed sum of money? 

• How did you get to the work-sites? Were the vehicles safe and in good condition? Were the drivers safe 
or reckless?  Did you have to pay a fee for this transportation?  

• If you traveled with the company/employer/crew, were you always made aware of each location you 
would be going to and how long you would be there? 

• Did you get paid for related tasks such as clearing land, loading, time traveled to work sites, spraying 
fields with pesticides? 

• Did you have access to basic facilities at the work-sites? 

• Did you have to purchase your basic necessities directly from the employer?  Did the prices of these 
items seem unusually high?  Did this create additional debt to your employer? 

• Did anyone ever say verbally abusive things to you (such as calling you names, making inappropriate or 
sexual remarks to you)?  

 

LABOR TRAFFICKING IN THE SERVICE INDUSTRY (HOTELS, RESTAURANTS, RESORTS) 

• What were your hours like at your job?  

• Did you live on-site or with any of the other people you worked with? 
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• Were you able to take regular breaks to eat, use the bathroom, or drink water? 

• Were you told you could only eat left-over food from the meals being prepared in your workplace? 

 

LABOR TRAFFICKING IN SALES CREWS 

• If you traveled with a sales crew, were you made aware of each location you would be going to and how 
long you would be there? 

• Where did you sleep while traveling with the sales crew?  Did you have your own space or did you have 
to share with others in the crew? 

• Did you have to meet a daily quota for your sales?  Were there consequences or threats of consequences 
if you did not meet the quota? 

• Were your meals ever restricted if you didn’t meet this daily sales quota? How often did you eat and how 
did you pay for your meals? 

• Were you provided a daily stipend by anyone while selling the items?  Were you allowed to spend this 
however you wanted to? 

• Did the crew always ensure that you had a valid sales permit? Were you ever arrested for soliciting 
without a permit? 

• Was there other illegal activity (drug use, alcohol use by minors, scams involving product sales, etc.) 
occurring?  Were you ever pressured to participate? 

• Did the crew leaders/managers ever sexually assault or harass individuals working on the sales crew? 

• Did anyone ever threaten to abandon you if you did not do what was expected of you? 

 
Polaris Project works to empower and mobilize people from diverse backgrounds and of all ages to take 
meaningful action against human trafficking. Register with www.polarisproject.org/signup to receive regular 
updates on human trafficking in the United States. 
 



 
 



 

  

 

 

If you suspect that a person may be a victim of human trafficking,  
please call the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Homeland Security Investigations Tip-line at 1-866-

347-2423. You can also report online at www.ice.gov/tips. 
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How do I Identify Human Trafficking? 
 
Human trafficking is often “hidden in plain sight.” There are a 
number of red flags, or indicators, which can help alert you to 
human trafficking. Recognizing the signs is the first step in 
identifying victims.  

Some Indicators Concerning a Potential Victim 
Include: 
 
Behavior or Physical State: 
 Does the victim act fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, 

tense, or nervous/paranoid? 
 Does the victim defer to another person to speak for him or her? 
 Does the victim show signs of physical and/or sexual abuse, 

physical restraint, confinement, or torture? 
 Has the victim been harmed or deprived of food, water, sleep, 

medical care, or other life necessities?  
 Does the victim have few or no personal possessions?  

Social Behavior: 
 Can the victim freely contact friends or family?  
 Is the victim allowed to socialize or attend religious services? 
 Does the victim have freedom of movement? 
 Has the victim or family been threatened with harm if the victim 

attempts to escape? 
 

Work Conditions and Immigration Status: 
 Does the victim work excessively long and/or unusual hours? 
 Is the victim a juvenile engaged in commercial sex?  
 Was the victim recruited for one purpose and forced to engage 

in some other job?  
 Is the victim’s salary being garnished to pay off a smuggling fee? 

(Paying off a smuggling fee alone is not considered trafficking.)  
 Has the victim been forced to perform sexual acts?  
 Has the victim been threatened with deportation or law 

enforcement action? Is the victim in possession of identification 
and travel documents; if not, who has control of the documents?  
 

Minor Victims: 
 Is the victim a juvenile engaged in commercial sex?  

 
 

For more information, please visit: 
www.dhs.gov/bluecampaign   

 
Like us on Facebook!  

www.facebook.com/bluecampaign 

What is Human Trafficking? 
 
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery and involves 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some type 
of labor or commercial sex act. Millions of men, women, 
and children are trafficked into forced labor situations and 
into the sex trade worldwide. Many of these victims are 
lured from their homes with false promises of well-paying 
jobs; instead, they are forced or coerced into prostitution, 
domestic servitude, or other types of forced labor. Victims 
are found in legitimate and illegitimate labor industries, 
including sweatshops, massage parlors, agricultural fields, 
restaurants, hotels, and domestic service.  

Human trafficking is different from human smuggling. 
Trafficking is exploitation-based and does not require 
movement across borders or any type of transportation. 
 

Who are the Victims? Who is at Risk? 
 
Trafficking victims can be any age, race, gender, or 
nationality. Trafficking victims can be men or women, 
young or old, American or from abroad, with or without 
legal status. 
 
Traffickers prey on victims with little or no social safety 
net. They look for victims who are vulnerable because of 
their illegal immigration status, limited English 
proficiency, and those who may be in vulnerable situations 
due to economic hardship, political instability, natural 
disasters, or other causes. 
 
The indicators listed are just a few that may alert you to a 
potential human trafficking situation.  No single indicator 
is necessarily proof of human trafficking. If you suspect 
that a person may be a victim of human trafficking, please 
call the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) Tip-line at  
1-866-347-2423. You can also report online at 
www.ice.gov/tips.  
 
To reach a non-governmental organization for confidential 
help and information, 24 hours a day, please call the 
National Human Trafficking Resource Center at  
1-888-3737-888.  
 



Human Trafficking 101 for School 
Administrators and Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is Human Trafficking? 

Human trafficking is modern-day slavery and involves 
the use of force, fraud, or coercion to exploit a person 
for labor or commercial sex. Any minor, that is anyone 
under the age of 18, who is induced to perform a 
commercial sex act is a victim of human trafficking 
according to U.S. law, regardless of whether there is 
force, fraud, or coercion.¹ 

 Every year, millions of men, women, and children
are trafficked in countries around the world –
including the United States. Many of these victims
are lured with false promises of financial or
emotional security; and they are forced or coerced
into commercial sex (prostitution), domestic
servitude, or other types of forced labor.

 Increasingly, criminal organizations such as gangs
are luring children from local schools into
commercial sexual exploitation or trafficking.

Human trafficking is different from human smuggling. 

Human smuggling involves bringing (or attempting to 
bring) a person into a country in violation of 
immigration or other laws.  Human trafficking is the 
exploitation of a person for sex or labor. Human 
trafficking does not require movement or transport across 
borders – the exploitation is what makes the person a 
victim.  

1. Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA), Pub.
L. No. 106-386, § 103(8)(A), 114 Stat. 1470 (2000), 22 U.S.C.A. § 
7102(8)(A). 

Who Are the Victims? Who Is at Risk? 

Victims of trafficking can be any age, race, gender, or 
nationality, including U.S. citizens.  

 Trafficking victims can be men or women, boys or
girls, U.S. citizens or foreign nationals. Human
trafficking can involve school-age youths, particularly
those made vulnerable by unstable family situations, or
who have little or no social support. The children at
risk are not just high school students – studies show
that the average age a child is trafficked into the
commercial sex trade is between 11 and 14 years old.

 Traffickers may target young victims through social
media websites, telephone chat-lines, and after-school
programs, on the streets, at shopping malls, in clubs, or
through other students who are used by the traffickers
to recruit other victims.  In fact, a person can be
trafficked without ever leaving his or her hometown.

 Child trafficking can take a variety of forms, including
commercial sexual exploitation (prostitution) or forced
labor. Those who recruit minors for the purpose of
commercial sex are violating U.S. anti-trafficking laws,
even if no force, fraud, or coercion was involved.

Did You Know? 

 Each year, as many as 100,000–300,000 American children are at risk of being trafficked
for commercial sex in the United States.

 The average age a girl enters the commercial sex trade is 12–14 years old.  For boys, it’s
even younger – just 11–13 years old.

Sources:  U.S. Department of Justice, National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 



For more information, training, and resources, please visit 
www.dhs.gov/BlueCampaign. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Should I Do? 

If you suspect that a person may be a victim of human trafficking, please call the Homeland Security Investigations Tip Line at 
1-866-347-2423 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with over 300 languages and dialects available) or submit a tip online at 
www.ice.gov/tips.   

You also may call the National Human Trafficking Resource Center at 1-888-373-7888 to get help or connect with a service 
provider in your area. The center is not a law enforcement or immigration authority and is operated by a  

non-governmental organization. The center is one of several resources available. Reference to the center is not intended to 
imply an endorsement of the organization by the federal government. 

Non-law enforcement personnel should never attempt to directly confront a suspected trafficker or rescue a suspected victim. 
Doing so could put both your and the victim’s safety at risk.  By immediately informing law enforcement of your suspicions, 
you may be able to safely assist in the recovery of the victim and the dismantling of the trafficking operation. 

School administrators and staff who suspect a trafficking incident should follow their school district’s established protocol for such 

matters. Schools that do not have such procedures in place should consider adopting a formal protocol on how to identify the indicators 

and report suspected cases to law enforcement. Your protocol should be developed in collaboration with school district leadership; federal 

and/or local law enforcement; mental health, child welfare, or victim services providers; and other appropriate community partners.  

How Do I Identify Human Trafficking? 

Human trafficking often can go unnoticed, even by individuals interacting with a victim on a regular basis. Recognizing the 
“red flags,” or indicators, can help alert school administrators and staff to a human trafficking situation. While no single 
indicator is necessarily proof of human trafficking, recognizing the signs is the first step in identifying potential victims. 

Behavior or Physical State: 

 Does the student have unexplained absences from school, or has the student demonstrated an inability to attend school on a
regular basis?

 Has the student suddenly changed his or her usual attire, behavior, or relationships?

 Does the student suddenly have more (and/or more expensive) material possessions?

 Does the student chronically run away from home?

 Does the student act fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, tense, or nervous and paranoid?

 Does the student defer to another person to speak for him or her, especially during interactions with school authority figures
(this may include an adult described by the student as a relative, but also may be a friend or boyfriend/girlfriend)?

 Does the student show signs of physical and/or sexual abuse, physical restraint, confinement, or other serious pain or
suffering?

 Does the student appear to have been deprived of food, water, sleep, medical care, or other life necessities?

 Is the student in possession of his or her own identification documents (e.g., student identification card, driver’s license, or
passport), or does someone else have them?

Social Behavior: 

 Does the student have a “boyfriend” or “girlfriend” who is noticeably older?

 Is the student engaging in uncharacteristically promiscuous behavior, or making references to sexual situations or terminology
that are beyond age-specific norms?

 Does the student appear to be restricted from contacting family, friends, or his or her legal guardian?

These indicators are just a few that may alert you to a potential human trafficking situation. You can use this information to 
help recognize relevant suspicious behavior(s) and take appropriate action. 

http://www.ice.gov/tips


RESOURCES: 

IDENTIFYING AND INTERACTING WITH VICTIMS 

OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 


Victims of human trafficking are vulnerable human beings who have been subjected to 
severe physical and emotional coercion. Most have been “taught” to distrust law 
enforcement, so victims of human trafficking need to be reassured that once they come in 
contact with law enforcement officers, they will be protected and safe.  

Following are some things law enforcement officers should consider when dealing with 
victims of trafficking.  Being aware of these items will help promote a cooperative relationship, 
helping law enforcement to gain the assistance of victims in the investigation and prosecution 
of traffickers. 

•	 Human trafficking is a devastating human rights violation that takes place not only 
internationally, but also here in the United States.  As a law enforcement officer, you play 
an important role in identifying and helping trafficking victims.  While trafficking is largely 
a hidden social problem, trafficking victims are in plain sight if you know what to look for.   

•	 Trafficking is not just forced prostitution.  Victims of human trafficking may also be in 
forced labor situations as domestic servants (nannies or maids); sweatshop workers; 
janitors; restaurant workers; migrant farm workers; fishery workers; hotel or tourist 
industry workers; and as beggars.   

•	 A person who is trafficked may look like many of the people you see daily, but asking the 
right questions and looking for small clues will help you identify those people who have 
been forced or coerced into a life of sexual exploitation or forced labor.  Look for the 
following clues: 
o	 Evidence of being controlled 
o	 Evidence of an inability to move or leave job 
o	 Bruises or other signs of battering 
o	 Fear or depression 
o	 Non-English speaking 
o	 Recently brought to this country from Eastern Europe, Asia, Latin America, Canada, 

Africa or India 
o	 Lack of passport, immigration or identification documentation 

•	 There are four areas of general victim needs: 
o	 Immediate assistance (housing, food, medical, safety and security) 
o	 Mental health assistance (counseling) 
o	 Income assistance (cash) 
o	 Legal status (certification, immigration) 

•	 Take into consideration a victim’s cultural and social background as these traits will 
impact the way victims should be managed as witnesses, as well as the way the 
investigation of their cases are carried out.  If possible, you should work with a culturally 
and linguistically competent interpreter when a victim demonstrates any of the above-
mentioned characteristics.  Ideally, this person could serve as a language interpreter and 
be able to interpret the cultural values and unique behaviors that are characteristic of the 
victim’s national and ethnic background.   

•	 Effective communication is essential in gaining trust of victims as well as defining their 
immediate needs.  Effective witness management extends into the courtroom when the 
time comes to present testimony and evidence to a jury.   



•	 Screen interpreters to ensure they do not know the victim or the traffickers and do not 
otherwise have a conflict of interest. 

•	 A successful investigation and prosecution of a human trafficking case is victim-centered.  
This requires lending support to traumatized and confused victims before you can gain 
their confidence.   

•	 Once victims of human trafficking are rescued from the traffickers, they generally will be 
incapable of finding outside support due to the isolation they have suffered while in 
captivity. This especially impacts you as law enforcement officers because it can place 
you in the initial position of having to arrange for such support. 

•	 Victims of human trafficking in the U.S. who are non-citizens may be eligible to receive 
special visas and to receive benefits and services through the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act (TVPA) to the same extent as refugees.  Victims who are U.S. citizens are 
already eligible to receive many of these benefits. 

If you think you have come in contact with a victim of human trafficking, call the National 
Human Trafficking Resource Center at 1.888.3737.888. This hotline will help you 
determine if you have encountered victims of human trafficking, will identify local resources 
available in your community to help victims, and will help you coordinate with local social 
service organizations to help protect and serve victims so they can begin the process of 
restoring their lives. For more information on human trafficking visit 
www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking. 



 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN IN THE UNITED STATES 

A FACT SHEET FOR SCHOOLS 
 

What Is Human Trafficking?  

Human trafficking is a serious federal crime with penalties of up to imprisonment for life. Federal law defines “severe 

forms of trafficking in persons” as: “(A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or 

coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age; or (B) the recruitment, 

harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or 

coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.” [U.S.C. §7102(8)] In 

short, human trafficking is modern-day slavery. 

 

What Is the Extent of Human Trafficking in the United States? 

Contrary to a common assumption, human trafficking is not just a problem in other countries. Cases of human trafficking 

have been reported in all 50 states, Washington D.C., and some U.S. territories. Victims of human trafficking can be 

children or adults, U.S. citizens or foreign nationals, male or female.  

 

According to U.S. government estimates, thousands of men, women, and children are trafficked to the United States for 

the purposes of sexual and labor exploitation. An unknown number of U.S. citizens and legal residents are trafficked 

within the country primarily for sexual servitude and, to a lesser extent, forced labor.   

 

How Does Human Trafficking Affect Our Schools? 

Trafficking can involve school-age children—particularly those not living with their parents—who are vulnerable to 

coerced labor exploitation, domestic servitude, or commercial sexual exploitation (i.e., prostitution).  

 

Sex traffickers target children because of their vulnerability and gullibility, as well as the market demand for young 

victims. Those who recruit minors into prostitution violate federal anti-trafficking laws, even if there is no coercion or 

movement across state lines. The children at risk are not just high school students—studies demonstrate that pimps prey 

on victims as young as 12. Traffickers have been reported targeting their minor victims through telephone chat-lines, 

clubs, on the street, through friends, and at malls, as well as using girls to recruit other girls at schools and after-school 

programs.   

 

How Do I Identify a Victim of Human Trafficking?
*
 

A victim: 

 Has unexplained absences from school for a period of time, and is therefore a truant 

 Demonstrates an inability to attend school on a regular basis 

 Chronically runs away from home 

 Makes references to frequent travel to other cities 

 Exhibits bruises or other physical trauma, withdrawn behavior, depression, or fear 

 Lacks control over her or his schedule or identification documents 

 Is hungry-malnourished or inappropriately dressed (based on weather conditions or surroundings) 

 Shows signs of drug addiction 

Additional signs that may indicate sex-related trafficking include: 

 Demonstrates a sudden change in attire, behavior, or material possessions (e.g., has expensive items) 

 Makes references to sexual situations that are beyond age-specific norms  

 Has a “boyfriend” who is noticeably older (10+ years)  

 Makes references to terminology of the commercial sex industry that are beyond age specific norms; engages in 

promiscuous behavior and may be labeled “fast” by peers 

                                                 
*
 It is important to note that this list is not comprehensive of all signs of human trafficking, nor are all students who exhibit these signs most certainly 

trafficking victims. The list is meant to be a guide to help determine if further action is appropriate. 



How Do I Report a Suspected Incidence of Human Trafficking? 

 In cases of immediate emergencies, it is best to call your local police department or emergency access number. 

 You can report suspected trafficking crimes or get help by calling the national 24/7 toll-free Human Trafficking 

Resource Center at 1-888-373-7888. This center will help you determine if you have encountered a victim of human 

trafficking; identify local resources available in your community to help victims; and coordinate with local social 

service providers to help protect and serve victims so they can begin the process of rehabilitation and restoring their 

lives. When appropriate, the Resource Center makes referrals to local organizations that assist victims with 

counseling, case management, legal advice, and other appropriate services, as well as to law enforcement agencies 

that help trapped victims reach safety.   

 For sexually exploited or abused minors call the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children’s (NCMEC) 

hotline at 1-800-THE-LOST to be connected with the most appropriate assistance in your area, or you can report 

incidents at http://www.cybertipline.org.   

 You can report suspected instances of trafficking or worker exploitation by contacting the FBI field office nearest you 

at http://www.fbi.gov/contact/fo/fo.htm or by contacting the Department of Justice’s Human Trafficking Office at  

1-888-428-7581.  

 

How Does the United States Help Victims of Human Trafficking? 

The U.S. government supports a victim-centered approach. It funds a national public awareness campaign and a number 

of nongovernmental organizations that assist victims. The U.S. government seriously pursues human trafficking cases and 

prosecutes the traffickers. For a complete assessment of U.S. government efforts to combat trafficking in persons, please 

visit the U.S. Department of Justice Web site: http://www.usdoj.gov/whatwedo/whatwedo_ctip.html.     

 

Resources and Publications 

One of the best ways to help combat human trafficking is to raise awareness and learn more about how to identify victims. 

Information on human trafficking can be found on the following Web sites: 

 U.S. Department of State, Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons 

http://www.state.gov/g/tip  

 U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Campaign to Rescue and Restore Victims of Human Trafficking 

http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/index.html  

 U.S. Department of Justice 

http://www.usdoj.gov/whatwedo/whatwedo_ctip.html 

http://www.ovc.gov/help/tip.htm 

http://www.usdoj.gov/criminal/ceos/trafficking.html 

 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Investigative Programs, Crimes Against Children 

http://www.fbi.gov/hq/cid/cac/crimesmain.htm 

 National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 

http://www.ncmec.org  

 Polaris Project 

http://www.polarisproject.org 

 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html 

 United Nations Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on Sale of Children, Child 

Prostitution and Child Pornography 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-sale.htm   
 

 
NOTE: This fact sheet contains resources, including Web sites, created by a variety of outside organizations. The resources are provided for the 

user's convenience, and inclusion does not constitute an endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education of any views, products or services offered 

or expressed in them. All Web sites were accessed on June 26, 2007. 

 

U.S. Department of Education 

Office of Safe and Drug-Free Schools 

400 Maryland Ave., SW 

Washington, DC 20202 

(202) 260-3954 

www.ed.gov/osdfs 

http://www.fbi.gov/contact/fo/fo.htm
http://www.usdoj.gov/whatwedo/whatwedo_ctip.html
http://www.state.gov/g/tip
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking/index.html
http://www.usdoj.gov/whatwedo/whatwedo_ctip.html
http://www.ovc.gov/help/tip.htm
http://www.ncmec.org/
http://www.polarisproject.org/
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/what-is-human-trafficking.html
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law
http://www.ed.gov/osdfs
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