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Summary: 

❖ Be Vigilant with your kids, search their phones, watch out for apps that they 

download, particularly the app called KIK.  

➢ Having conversations with your children about online communication 

(including videos and pictures) daily/weekly is crucial.  

➢ Search their videos and images on their phone/computer. Open the Apps 

(Facebook, Instagram, KIK, Snapchat, Twitter) and ASK them 

QUESTIONS! If they are hesitant to respond, there might be a problem.  

 

❖ Watch out for video games.  Predators are everywhere.  Quiz your child on who 

they are playing against or with online. 

 

❖ Caution your teenager to not  post images that may be used against them at a 

later time.  Businesses use social media as a way to run background checks on 

their potential employee.  If you have photos that are considered to be 

unprofessional, they might not hire you.  The FBI recently had a similar situation, 

many interns did not get hired because of careless mistakes they have 

previously shared on social media.  WHEN YOU POST SOMETHING ONLINE 

YOUR DIGITAL FOOTPRINT IS THERE FOREVER, IT DOES NOT GO AWAY! 

 

 
1 



 

 
 

 

❖ Talk with your children about PREDATORS online.  Explain to them the dangers 

of online communications.  

Do not post your life story online:  Example:  Aaron posts this  “I am on way to church 

with the family, then heading to IHOP”....If someone is stalking Aaron or is trying to find 

a way into his/her family life, they could use this information at a later time to locate 

them or to use it against them.  For instance:  The predator might say:  “We have been 

talking a lot, I have some of your conversations recorded with me, send me a EXPLICIT 

PHOTO/VIDEO or I will show your family and friends, especially your whole church 

what you have done.”  They might also say: “ Do this or You may just want to Kill 

yourself because your life will be ruined.”  or they may say “I will kill your dad if you don’t 

do what I say.”  Many times Teenagers feel that there is no way OUT.  SA Rex Miller 

suggested for parents to tell their children something similar to this: "First and foremost I 

will always protect you! If anyone EVER threatens you or tries to blackmail you, let ME 

KNOW. I can't help you IF I don't know there is a problem."  

 

 

RESOURCES for Families: 

 https://sos.fbi.gov/ 

http://www.connectsafely.org/great-internet-safety-resources/ 

https://www.pta.org/home/family-resources/safety/Digital-Safety 
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