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INTRODUCTION: A Look at the Past 

It’s difficult in a normal year to make universal decisions that affect so many people. It is particularly difficult to 
make those decisions with sometimes short notice and rapidly changing guidelines, requirements, and directives. 
Thank you for your continuing understanding and your flexibility. 

On Tuesday, July 21, 2020, the Blanco ISD District Leadership Team, as well as teachers and parents, met to review 
components of this return-to-school plan. In addition to this meeting, the district has been working to address issues 
we know we will face in the fall – safety and security, health and sanitization, effective delivery of instruction (both 
online and in-person), access to technology and internet service for all, meal service for our most vulnerable families, 
and the general well-being of everyone. 

This plan encompassed what we, as a district, intended to do, based on the best available information on the plan 
version date listed on the cover. Know that, like the COVID-19 pandemic itself, this plan will likely change and be 
updated regularly. Please make sure you have the latest version. The district will continue to communicate with 
parents, students, and employees regularly and will alert you to newer, revised versions of this plan when they are 
published. 

IN-PERSON LEARNING: UPDATED 

In October 2020, the District required all students to return to in-person learning.  Student achievement data and 
attendance data had shown large student failure rates and very poor student engagement.  Going forward, the 
District remains 100% in person learning. 

Blanco ISD will not offer remote instruction for the 2021-2022 school year, so all students will be required to attend 
school on campus. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

In order to ensure the continued well-being of our students and employees the following guiding principles have 
been put in place and will continue into school year 2021-2022: 

FOUR PRACTICES 

BISD will:  

1. Provide notice to parents should there be a positive COVID case.
2. Implement cleaning and sanitation practices to prevent the virus from entering the school.
3. Respond to COVID-19 cases in the school; exposure and confirmed cases.



4. Implement prevention and mitigation practices to reduce the likelihood that an outbreak occurs on campus. 
 

 

EMPLOYEE AND STUDENT HEALTH AND SAFETY MEASURES 

These safety measures in response to COVID-19 are based on the most current information available from local 
health officials and regulatory authorities. Changes and adjustments to these protocols may be necessary to continue 
to comply with federal, state, county, and city guidelines. These standards and protocols will be updated as we learn 
new information and improved ways to combat the COVID global pandemic. 

 

SCREENING: UPDATED 

Staff will be required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to reporting to work each day 

Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each day prior to sending their 
student to school. 

Teachers will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present. 

 

FACE COVERINGS: UPDATED 

In April 2021, the BISD Board of Trustees made face coverings (masks) optional.  Face coverings are no longer 
required; however, students and staff may choose to wear face coverings or masks.   

 

ISOLATION PROTOCOLS: UPDATED 

When a student has displayed symptoms of COVID-19, a staff member will provide an assessment to determine if 
and when a student needs to be sent home. 

Students who are ill will be separated from their peers and should be picked up within 30 minutes and no later than 1 
hour from the time the campus contacted the student’s parent/guardian. 

In the event of a presumptive or positive COVID-19 student/staff on campus, other students will be removed from 
the classroom and taken to an alternate location on campus (e.g. go on a walk outside, move to a different classroom, 
etc.) so that the classroom can be disinfected. 

District communication will be provided to the staff and parents of students who came in contact with a COVID-19 
positive student or staff member based on CDC guidance. 

Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow district protocols including isolation from students and 
other staff members.  

Students or staff who come into close contact with a COVID-19 positive individual will be asked to self-quarantine 
and may not return to campus during that time.  

 

 



TRANSPORTATION: UPDATED 

• When possible, windows will be open to allow outside air to circulate throughout the bus. 
• All surfaces will be cleaned with a disinfectant solution on a daily basis after each trip.  

 

HAND WASHING AND HAND SANITIZER 

• Alcohol-based hand sanitizer will be available at campus entrances, in classrooms, in the cafeteria, and in 
common areas throughout the campus. 

• Staff and students will wash or sanitize their hands regularly. 
• Instruction on proper handwashing will continue.  

 

WATER FOUNTAINS: UPDATED 

• Fountains open for water. 
• Reusable water bottles are recommended. 

 

DISTANCING: UPDATED 

• When and where possible, staff and students will continue to be encouraged to socially distance. 

 

RECESS, PHYSICAL EDUCATION (P.E.), AND SPECIALS 

• Staggered scheduling and creative recess areas will be utilized to promote daily recess and fresh air. 
• PE classes will be conducted outdoors whenever possible. Appropriate social distancing measures will be 

followed. 
• Music and PE equipment will be sanitized and wiped down daily. 

 

PROTOCOLS FOR CLEANING AND DISINFECTING: UPDATED 

• Staff will limit the use of shared supplies when possible. 
• Protocols for cleaning classrooms throughout the day will continue. 
• All high touch areas will be disinfected daily. 
• The cafeteria will be disinfected between lunch periods. 
• Staff will have access to disinfectant supplies to sanitize working surfaces and shared objects after each use 

and during breaks in instruction.



   
 

   
 

TESTED POSITIVE FOR COVID-19 or SUSPECTED WITH COVID-19 
Any individuals who themselves either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have COVID19; or (b) experience the symptoms of 
COVID19 must stay at home throughout the infection period, and cannot return to campus until the school system 
screens the individual to determine any of the below conditions for campus re-entry have been met:  

Return to work/school criteria: UPDATED 

• At least 24 hours have passed since recovery (no fever without the use of fever-
reducing medications); and 

• Improved respiratory symptoms (cough, shortness of breath, etc…); and 
• At least 10 days have passed since symptoms first occurred 

 

GENERAL DISINFECTION MEASURES 

General disinfection measures will continue to be followed regularly.  BISD will institute more frequent cleaning 
practices, including additional cleaning by custodial staff, as well as provide the opportunity for children to clean 
their own spaces before and after they are used, in ways that are safe and developmentally appropriate. 

 

Category Area Frequency 

WORKSPACES Classrooms, Offices At the end of each use/day 

APPLIANCES Refrigerators, Microwaves, Coffee Machines Daily 

ELECTRONIC 
EQUIPMENT 

Copier machines, Shared computer monitors, TV’s, 
Telephones, keyboards 

At the end of each use/day 
and/or between use 

GENERAL USED 
OBJECTS Handles, light switches, sinks, restrooms At least 4 times a day 

BUSES Bus seats, handles/railing, belts, window controls At the end of each use/day 

COMMON AREAS Cafeteria, Library, Conference rooms, Gyms, 
Common Areas 

At the end of each use/day; 
between groups 
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SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL WELL-BEING OF STUDENTS AND STAFF 

The district/campus counselors will develop resources for parents and teachers to 
access.  The counselors will work with students individually or in small groups to address 
any well-being needs.  The counselors will develop a student and staff survey.  This survey 
will allow for individuals to give feedback on how to develop a stronger outreach program 
and support their needs. 

 

COMMUNICATION METHODS 

• To stay updated on the most up-to-date information: 
• Teachers, students, and parents need to check their email often. 
• Visit our campus/district website  
• Subscribe to our District-wide notification system – E-notes  
• Follow our social media platforms: Twitter, Facebook, Instagram 
• Download our Blanco ISD app 
• Schoology LMS platform 
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INSTRUCTIONAL CONTINUITY: UPDATED 
This fall, Blanco ISD will implement instructional practices to provide consistency across learning environments 
and to ensure the safety of students and staff. Regardless of the learning environment, BISD is committed to 
ensuring that all students have an equitable and positive experience and access to high quality instruction.  

In the upcoming academic school year, students will continue to return to school for in-person instruction.  

Students, regardless of learning environment, will engage in high quality learning and experiences aligned to the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). 

Blanco ISD will utilize Schoology (a consistent learning platform), to provide similar expectations for coursework 
and attendance, and follow the same grading guidelines. 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL PLATFORM SCHOOLOGY: UPDATED 

We are proud of our students, teachers and parents for coming together as a community for at-home learning 
during the spring of 2020 due to COVID-19, and we recognize that this was a temporary solution to a situation that 
progressed very rapidly and without warning.  For the upcoming academic school year, we are fully committed and 
prepared to provide a more robust, aligned, and academically appropriate teaching and learning experience for all.   

Recently, Blanco ISD adopted Schoology, an integrated learning management system (LMS) that provides course 
management, mobile learning, and support for system-wide communication. Schoology enables our students, 
parents, and teachers to engage with learning materials and their school community from the classroom and 
beyond. In addition, students can digitally submit homework assignments, review grades, participate in interactive 
discussions, receive announcements and feedback, take tests, write academic blogs, and more. This platform helps 
students stay organized, and it keeps the class connected and aligned. Student progress and activity will be 
monitored by faculty to ensure a safe, secure, and controlled environment.   

We look forward to using Schoology in our classrooms to enhance connectivity and communication across our 
district. As a parent, you will be able to view your child’s activity within the platform with your own login.  A 
Schoology Parent Account gives you access to: 

• The classes in which your child is enrolled 
• Your child’s upcoming assignments 
• School and class announcements 

Additional information for students, parents, and teachers on the Schoology platform will be coming soon. 

 

HIGH QUALITY ASSESSMENTS : UPDATED 

Students will engage in Map growth assessments during the 2021-2022 school year in reading, language, math and 
science.  Teachers will monitor and measure students learning progress throughout the school year in order to 
close any learning gaps that resulted from school closures due to the pandemic. 

 

TECHNOLOGY DEVICES AGREEMENT 

Technology devices will be issued to families requesting a device and signing the District Issued Device Agreement 
Form.  This form outlines the acceptance and agreement to adhere to the guidelines and responsibilities of the 
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device protection plan.  If the device is lost or deemed to be damaged due to negligence as defined by school 
administration, replacement and/or repair cost may be assessed.   

 

 

 

 


