
    

Return to School: Questions & Answers 

           AT-HOME REMOTE LEARNING  

 

1. How will the virtual learning for the 2020-21 school year look different than last spring? 
There were a significant number of statutory requirements waived last school year when we transitioned  to remote 
instruction in March 2020. These requirements will not be waived for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Statutory Requirements Waived (Spring 2020) Statutory Requirements Re-enacted (Fall 2020)  
Teachers providing instructional support Teachers providing rigorous curriculum & instruction 
No daily attendance taken Attendance taken daily 
No minimum hours of instruction per day Daily student engagement required 
No 90% attendance requirement Students must attend 90% of days a course is offered 
Lenient Pass/Incomplete Grading Policy Regular Grading Policy as before COVID-19 
No STAAR/EOC Exams Students will be required to take STAAR/EOC Exams  
No State Accountability for students/District State Accountability will occur this school year 

 

2. How will content be delivered in At-Home remote learning and what should my student expect? 
Students in the Remote/Online Instruction option will access instructional videos, content, and assignments via an 
online tool, Schoology, the district’s Learning Management System (LMS) in conjunction with Google Classroom. 
There will be opportunities to engage in real-time learning with the teacher via video conferencing or other tools. 
Students are required to engage daily with direct instructional videos, assignments, and tasks. The specific tasks a 
student must complete and submit daily are determined by the teacher of the course / grade level. Teachers will 
post the requirements for daily engagement in addition to other course / grade level requirements online for 
students and parents to access. Students will participate daily by completing and submitting assignments, answering 
questions, providing responses or feedback to posted content, completing projects, submitting pictures of 
assignments or tasks, or communicating with teachers via video conferencing or phone for “check-in” sessions. In 
addition, students may also participate daily during office hours in order to receive instructional support and to get 
answers to any questions or concerns they may have regarding their course work. Students that do not demonstrate 
engagement will be marked absent.  

 

3. If we choose At-Home learning, will my child be expected to attend remote/online classes every day? 
What is the attendance requirement? 

Students in both programs are subject to compulsory attendance laws. All students enrolled in remote/online 
instruction must check-in and engage in learning activities in all classes daily. Students must be in attendance for at 
least 90 percent of the time the course is offered in order to receive credit or a final grade. 

4. Why do we have to complete a Commitment Form? 
While it would be nice to wait until the last minute to evaluate the virus trends, we need to have some idea of how 
many students at each grade level are contemplating at-home learning and what technology resources will be 
needed. The Commitment Form for 2020-21 must be completed and submitted by Monday, August 10 so we can 
make final planning arrangements in order to best utilize our staff to meet our student’s needs. 
 
  

 



5. Can we switch to traditional in-person instruction if my child is not successful in remote/online 
instruction? 

Students can transfer from one instructional model to another at the end of a grading  period. 
This allows the campus to design and implement on-campus safety guidelines for those attending school 
In-Person. However, the district will have a process to transition a student to or from remote online learning based on 
individual student’s needs. 

 

6. If we opt for At-Home instruction, how will state testing (STAAR) be handled for students who are at 
home? 

We have not been given guidance on STAAR testing from the state beyond them saying we will have STAAR testing. 
If the state continues online learning into the Spring, we expect to be given some guidance as to if and how we 
would be STAAR testing. 

 

7. If my child chooses at-home instruction, are they still able to participate in athletics      or other extra-
curricular activities? 

Students who chose the At-Home Instruction option will be able to participate in extracurricular activities. Some 
extracurricular activities have a class period associated with the specific activity that students may be required to 
attend on a daily basis. Families should consider transportation limitations when considering this option. Students 
would still have to maintain eligibility with attendance and grades, which is no different than attending regular in-
person classes. 
 

8. My child receives services through special education or 504.  Will  these services continue in 
remote/online instruction? 

Special education instruction and/or related services will be provided in accordance with the ARD/IEP. 504 
instruction and/or related services will be provided in accordance with the students 504 Plan. 
Campuses will work with individual parents to ensure student needs are met. 

 

9. What counseling support is available for remote/online learners? 
BISD school counselors will assist students and/or families with any concerns remotely and/or in-person at their 
campus. 

 

 
 

10. What if I want to walk my child into school or visit them for lunch? 
Unfortunately our campuses will be closed to outside visitors, including parents, until further noted. We know this 
will be very difficult, especially for parents of students who are just starting school, but it is part of our efforts to 
mitigate and minimize the potential spread of COVID in our schools.  This will also include special events like 
birthday parties. Bringing in outside food will not be allowed on any campus. We will re-evaluate this as we are 
able to assess the health and safety conditions in the community. 

 

11. Will my student be able to ride the school bus? 
The district will continue to provide transportation for those students who qualify as bus riders. However, TEA 
outlines the health & safety protocols we must follow.  We encourage families to drop students off or walk with 
their students to school to reduce possible virus exposure on buses. 

 

12. What safety measures will be in place for bus riders? 
Hand sanitizer will be provided upon boarding the bus. Students will be required to wear a face covering. Students 
will be assigned to a seat – preferably with a member of the same household.  When possible, social distancing will 
be enforced and windows will be open. Buses will be thoroughly cleaned after each bus trip, focusing on high-
touch surfaces such as bus seats, steering wheels, knobs, and door handles. 

ON-CAMPUS LEARNING 



 
13. If we choose on-campus learning, will children be required to wear face covering (i.e. masks, shields) all 

day? What about recess or gym class? 
 

Students and staff will be required to wear masks and/or face coverings while on campus.  The teacher will provide 
mask breaks and determine appropriate times for removal of the mask.  Students may remove the mask while 
eating breakfast or lunch. 

 
For smaller children, it is not developmentally appropriate for children to wear masks for long periods of time, 
however, if they cannot be socially distanced in the classroom they will need to wear a mask or shield. Due to 
classroom space this may be needed while in classrooms, but breaks to take them off will be built into the day as 
needed. Teachers will have clear face shields to protect themselves and the children. 

 
Masks will not have to be worn if the children are outside and socially distanced. We will teach children about 
maintaining safe distances. They will have to wash their hands before and after recess. We are purchasing cleaning 
devices that allow us to sanitize the equipment without having to wipe down every square inch of it. 

 
In physical education classes - no masks will be worn unless spacing the children becomes an issue. The teachers are 
already in planning mode to ensure their activities keep children engaged but safely apart (six feet). 

 
Please note: State health and safety guidance does change on occasion. If guidance about masks is revised from 
local or state agencies, we will communicate that. 

 

14. What type of mask should our children wear? 
Per TEA guidance there are several options for staff and students which include:  
Face masks (masks with ear loops) 
Neck Gaiters 
Cloth face coverings (bandanas)  
Face Shields 

 
15. Will the schools do temperature checks of all students each day? 

Yes, for the time being.  We ask that all parents do screening each day prior to sending your child to school. 
Teachers will still screen children throughout the day and if anyone is feeling ill, our nurse/designee will screen 
them with a temperature check in the nurse's station. 

It is critically important that parents keep children home from school if they have any symptom of illness. 
 

16. If a student or teacher tests positive, who will be informed? 
If someone tests positive, we are obligated to inform any staff and students (including the parents) who came in 
close contact with that student. The state has given us a clear definition of what close contact is, which would 
require us to conduct a contact tracing process whenever a student or staff member tests positive. That could 
mean quite a few people with just one case once we determine the degree of contact with every person involved. 

 

17. How is “close contact” defined? 
Close contact is defined as: 

a) being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on while not wearing a mask or face 
shield); or 

b) being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes, while not wearing a mask or face shield; if 
either occurred at any time in the last 14 days at the same time the infected individual was infectious. 

 

18. Will a quarantined student be counted absent? 
No, the student will continue with instruction by switching over to remote learning. As long as the students maintain 
good attendance with online expectations, the student will not be counted absent. 
 

HEALTH & SAFETY 



 

19. If one student or staff member tests positive for the virus, will the entire school be 
quarantined? 

Not necessarily.  The district will notify their local health department if an individual who has been in a school is 
lab- confirmed to have COVID-19. We will close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab 
confirmed case of COVID-19 (student, teacher, or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas can be 
disinfected, unless more than seven days have passed since that person was on campus. The district will notify all 
teachers, staff, and families of all students in a school if a lab confirmed COVID-19 case is identified among 
students, teachers, or staff who participate in any on-campus activities. 

 

 
 

20. Will there be a "Meet the Teacher" night this year? 
Each campus will send out specific instructions about how each grade level will meet.  This is an unusual year,  
but rest assured that each campus principal will find ways to make that first day as smooth and as pleasant  
as possible. 

 

21. What if I want to do remote online instruction but do not have access to technology and/or the 
internet? 

Fortunately, BISD has purchased enough devices for each student to check out one.  If possible, the district will 
provide access to the internet on a limited basis.  

22. Will my student be able to check out a Chromebook and hotspot? 
The district now has the ability to check out Chromebooks to all students. Keep in mind, remote learning will look 
different from last spring. Each child will need their own device in order to meet the needs of the course. The 
district has a limited number of hotspots that may be available for checkout. 

 

23. Where can I find updated BISD information regarding the 2020-2021 school year? 
As the district receives updated information, we will distribute information to students and parents through our E-
notes communication system. If you are not receiving these messages, please contact the school to ensure we 
have your correct information. We will also post on our district website, the district Twitter and Facebook 
accounts.  

 

24. Will football, volleyball, and band practice begin prior to the school year?  
Yes, all the above will begin on August 3, 2020.  
 
 

GENERAL QUESTIONS 


