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academic year

Usually this refers to the September-August school year. In some
cases It refers to the entire year.

Certification that a school or an instructional program meets
standards set by an outside reviewing organization. Many: forms of
financial aid are available only to students attending accredited
institutions.

admission

Approval for a student to attend an educational institution. The
admission precess usually involves an application form: and may.
require transcripts or other SUPpPOrting deCUMENLS.

advisor

Almember off the college faculty, or stafii Wherassists studentsiwith
planning quarter or semester schedules asiwell as their overall
Programs off study. Advisors may: alser help: withrcareer planning.
See alse counselor:
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¢ application

The first step in requesting admission to an institution of higher
education. Usually there is a form to fill out by a certain deadline;
sometimes there is an application fee to pay.

A formal agreement between high schools and colleges or
between community/technical colleges and baccalaureate
institutions, designed tor make it easy for students to move from
one educational level te the next wWithout any daps: or repetition Iin
thelr coursework..

¢ dassessment

A method off determining a student’s knowledge: or skilltlevel, often
taken to fiind NS o her Best p/acement or starting Ievellin al SErES
Off courses in English), foreign languages, math), Or SCIENCE.
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associate’'s degree

A diploma earned after successfully completing a required
program. of study in a community or technical college. It typicall
requires 90 or more credits and takes two years of full-time study.
Some associate’s degrees enable students to transfer to
baccalaureate colleges and universities, others prepare students
to go right into the workforce in a professional/technical field.

A student who audits a course formally registers for it and attends
class sessions but earns Nnoe credit and has ne obligation te
complete homework: projects: or take tests.

baccalaureate or bachelor’'s degree

A college degreerwhich cani ofiten: be earned by feliowing a feur-
year instructional program. A baccalaureate Institution, Semetimes
infermally. called a “four-year college,“ is a college or UniVErSity.
WhIChNS entitied terdrant a baccalatreate or bachelor s degree.

Usually refiers) tora level ot competency—specificallyiin reading,
WrHItInG), and mathematics—Which is reguired fior sticcessful
college-level"workiin allfhields o study:
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¢ campus

The land and buildings that a college or university uses for
instruction or student services.

¢ catalog

A comprehensive resource listing college regulations, program and
course. descriptions, degree and graduation requirements, transrer
requirements, and other essential information.

A decument granted bY a college or university: indicating that a
student has successfully: completed specified courses and
reqguirements (compare withrdegree, which usually: requires more
time and CoUursewWork).
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él) A publication listing detailed course and section information
days, times, room numbers, etc.) for a specific semester or
guarter.

(2) The specific courses that an individual student is taking or
plans to take for a given semester or quarter.

college-level study

Curricula and instruction that assume the student has already.
mastered certain skills and abilities and has the level of
commitment needed for postsecondary. school work. Compare to
developmental-level study.

JIRNe ceremoeny: at the end ol an academic year When students
FECEIVE thEIr dEgrees) or diplomas (Compare te: graduation).
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competency

In “competency-based” courses or instructional programs,
students must demonstrate certain skills and abilities (instead of
{'ust earning passing grades in classes) before moving from one
evel to the next or earning the final certificate or degree .

counselor

A member of the college faculty who has special training in
guidance and wWho' assists students Infacademic or personail
matters. See alse advisor.

course
(1) Often means the same as c¢/ass.

(2) A planned sequence off Instruction! Nk a: particular topic; may.
Include classi meetings, |ectures, readings, demoenstrations,
EXELCISES), aSSIGNMENLS, EXamINations, etc.; offered repeatedly, to
different groups off stldents.



College Survival Vocabulary

A unit of measure for college work. Generally speaking, one credit
hour represents one hour of classroom attendance each week for
one term, plus the study time, homework, etc. that go along with
it.

credit load

The total credit value of the courses a student is currently enrolled
in.

curriculum

(plurals curricula)

(1) Anl established sequence off information terbe learned, skills to
De’acquired, Etc. In a SPECIfIC course or in a complete instructional
Progran.

(2) Collectively, all the collrSES Olfered by, a department, avision,
or'college:
dean

AR academic administrator or onficial at arscheol;, college, or
URIVErSItY, especiallysonerwithrresponsibility fior students or
lacultys
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degree

A rank conferred by a college or university and earned by a
student who has successfully completed specified courses and
reguirements (compare with certiricate, which usually requires
less time and coursework).

department

An organizational unit within a college or university, offering
courses about closely related topics (at a small 'school there may.
be one foreign’ languages department, at a large school there may:
be separate departments fior Spanish, French, Japanese, etc).

developmental-level study

Instruction that helps students iImprove their English and math
abllities and prepare themselves for college-levell study.

diploma

An efficialidocumentiisstied by arcollege o UniVersity indicating
that a student has earned: a certain degree or Certificate. .
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Instruction which is not time- or place-specific; can include
correspondence courses, televised or videotaped lectures, online
courses (internet and e-mail), etc.

distribution requirements

Course requirements included in an instructional program te make
sure that the student is well-rounded and gains Some perspective
outside his or her specific focus or major.

division

AR erganizationall unit within a college or Uuniversity: consisting of
tWO Or more related departments.

1i6) cancel registration inl a course: aiter enrolling Inte it Students
ofiten add and drop’ COUrSEs: before Settling on' a' ¢c/ass: schedule for
a particular guarter oFr Semester. See alserwithidrawal.

elective

Al coUrse that s net required fior a particularinstructional
programs Many: proghrams require al Certain nimber i elective
Credits, and many: recommend certain: electiVEs for students to
CHOOSE from).
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ESL (English as a Second Language)

Usually refers to developmental-level instruction in English
language skills for non-native speakers.

enrollment

(1) The process of signing up and paying for courses. See also
registration.

(2) The total number of registered students attending c/asses in a
particular instructional program. or the whole school.

AEHTEY o))

(1) Tihe process and standards by WHICh an Instructor judges a
student’s work: and assigns a grade:

(2) lInel process ofi determining that a student has met all

requireEments tor complete ar degree or certificate and s ready. to
gradudtes

faculty

The InStructors or teaching stafii at arschooel. At BEE, librarians
and counselors are considered faculty: membersalong with
Classreem INStrUCEorS:
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Money available from various sources to help students pay college
expenses. These funds come as /loans, grants, or scholarships
from the state or federal government or other organizations.
Work-study: is also a form of financial aid.

TThe application required for students to be considered for federal
student financial aid. The FAESA is processed free of charge and is
used by most state agencies and colleges. There is a form' for
each academic year. FAESA forms are available from high schools
and on the website www.farsa.ed.gov.

freshman

A student In the fikst year of a typical folk-year baccalaureate
degree prodram (or ene whe' hasiearned fewer than 45 guarter
Credits or 30 serester Credits s fiak).

GED) ((General Education Development)
Al certificate representing ther equivalent of arhigh=school diplema:
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general education

A set of requirements designed to help every graduating student
achieve competence in a variety of learning outcome areas.

grade

A formal indicator of a student's overall performance in a course,
recorded on the official transcript. Traditional letter grades are "A*
for outstanding achievement, "B™ for high achievement, "C" for
satisfactory achievement, etc.

TThe GPA is computed: by multiplying the number value of the
grade earned In each course (generally, A=4, B=3, C=2, D=1,
F=0) times the numDbEer credits fior each course, then dividing the
result by, the total number of credits taken.

graduation

he fermall completion off anfinstructionall prograri OF COUKSE Off
study. Students graduate arter successtully: meeting all credit and
COUrSE reqguirerments and Other Criteria Set by the college or
URIVErSItY: (COmpare te: CommencemERL):
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A type of financial aid that does not have to be paid back after the
student leaves school. Grants are available through the federal
government, state agencies, and educational institutions.

A temporary. grade given to a student who is doing satisfactory.
work but is forced by illness or other emergency: to miss an exam
Or a major assignment. The instructor and student arrange how.
and when the student will complete the work and have the “I*
changed to a finall letter grade.

An arrangement that allows a student to earn college credit
through individualf study: and research), tusually: planned withrand
SUPErvised by a faculty, member.

instructional day

Anlinstructional day: refiers: torany. day. of the week (M=E) afiter the
guarter begins, not the day: alclass Mmeets.
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internship

A supervised short-term apprenticeship or temporary job in a
real-world setting closely related to a student's field of study. The
student may or may not be paid but earns college credit for the
Work experience. See also practicum.

junior

A student in the third year of' a typical four-year baccalaureate
degree program (or ene who has earned 90-135 guarter credits or
60-90 semester credits so far).

learning outcomes

What students are expected to know: and te be able te do as a
result off thelr exXperience at the college and, moere specifically, as
a result off completing their general education requireEments,

load
SEE Credit load.
loans

A type of financial aid that must be repaid tor the government
agr?ncly Or etherlending erganizationtWwhen the student leaves
school:
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The courses students are generally expected to complete during
the first two years of a typical four-year baccalaureate degree
program.

major

Specialization in one academic discipline or field of study. At BCC,
this is called “academic concentration” In a particular subject.
no-show

A student who registers Into a course but never goes to c/ass.
noncredit

Courses or instructional programs WHICh dor NOE FEqUIreE EXTERNSIVE
ROMEWOIK Or examinations and WhICh do net offer college credit.
Students firequently: take nencredit COUKRSES o) basic SKills
IMprovement, job: tralning oFr Cakeer enhanCeEMERT, Or PErsenal
enrichment.
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The policy of some colleges to admit nearly all applicants,
regardless of high school grades and admission test scores. It
means different things at different schools. Community. and
technical colleges in Washington State admit anyone who Is over
18 or has a high school diploma or GED.

outcomes
See |learning outcomes.
pass/passing

At most schoeols, a student will earn creadit and “pass™ a class wWith
a grade off A" through "D.* A student who earns an “E* grade fails
the class and earns noe: credit. Different schools have different
standards, se’a student Who passes)a class withira “D may. or may.
not be apble te use that class tor meet prereguisites; orx fulfill
requirements.

placement

IhE appropriate Ievel tor enter al SErIES) Off COURSES, based onlthe
student's skills (Ssince sherlearned sermuch Spanishiinthigh
schiewl, she can place interSpanishr 200 inFher fikst year at
college™); ortenrusedinrthe context off basic skillststubjects such as
Mathematics or Englishrcompositions SEe alserassessment.
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postsecondary

Refers to all educational programs for students past high-school
age; It includes community and technical colleges and job training
programs as well as baccalaureate colleges and universities.

practicum

A course. that includes job-related activities and stresses the
practical application of theory in a field of study. See also
INtErnship:

A course that must be completed (often withi a certain minimum
grade) or a skill'that must be demonstrated before a student can
enroll'in a more advanced course (for example, first-year Erench
IS al prerequisite for second-year French).

professional/technical

Al course. or instructionall program. that emphasizes job: skills
training fior a particular hieldierwoerks ontent calledoccupational®
or “Voecational* education  and efiten: contrastedwithr “*academic™ or
“transters education.

quarter:

Some schoels (IRCluding BEE)ordanize ther academiclyear Into
three main periods-EFallfWinter, and Spring @uarters-plus a
shorter SUmmerR Quarter (Compare to semester).
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records

Refers to all the information the college might keep regarding a
student; It includes registration activity (enrollment, withdrawal,
etc.?, grades, payments, awards received, financial aid
applications and award notices, and notes on disciplinary actions,
as wgll as address, phone number, and student identification
nUumber.

refund

Tuition and. fees that are paid back to a student who has
withdrawn firom a course. The refund policy and deadlines are
published in each Credit Class Schedule.

register/registration

1l01 SiIgn Upr or enrol/iinka Course or courses. Registration activity
Includesrenrolling), dropping/withdrawing, Choesing) “pass/iail-in
place; of letter grades, making payments;, ete.

requirements

Minimum' standards defined by the college, for example fior
adIIISSION; OF Gradiation, SEe also) prerequisites: distribuLion
requirements:
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resident

For purposes of calculating a student's tuition and fees, someone
who has lived in the state for a specified length of time as shown
by specified types of evidence.

(12\ A type of financial aid grant. Organizations may: give
scholarships according to academic achievement, financial need,
or any. other basis. Usually there is a competitive application
PrOCESS.

(2) A person’'s ability. and expertise inl a particular discipline of:
study. (“I've aIways admired Dr. Busacca's schoelarship in Italian
art and literature™)

A SPECIfic c/ass wWith Itsiown URique days, hours, lecation), and
INStrUCtor. ATNUMDEr Off SECLIONS Of al CErtaln: COUrSE Mmay. be
offiered during a quarter oF Semester, each with different days,
times), lecations, and INStructors: but presenting the same
CUrRCUIUm

semester

SOME! SCNOIS Brganize the acadeniic yedr INter tWe main periods-
FalllandiSpring SEmesters-plusiar shorter SUummerSemester
(Compare torguarter):
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senior

A student in the fourth year of a typical four-year baccalaureate
degree program (or one who has earned 135-180 guarter credits
or 90-120 semester credits so far).

sophomore

A student in the second year of a typical four-year baccalaureate
degree program (or eone who has earned 45-90 quarter credits or
30-60 semester credits so far).

(plurals syllabr)

An outline plani fior a particular ¢/ass, Including textbook
requirements, class meeting dates, reading assignments,
examination dates) the INStrUCtor's grading) standards) ete.

term

AT URIt off time that canl Fefer ter EIther a guarter O a Seriester,
depending on: Whichrsystem: the college’ or University follows:.
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TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)

A standardized test which assesses the English language abilities
of students who are not native English-speakers.

transcript

An official record of the courses and semester or guarter credits a
student has taken at a college or university, the grades and
degr_ees(;jor certificates earned, and any awards and honoers
received.

transfer

Jj0 moVe! firom one college or university teranoether and have the
second institution recognize and accept some or all off the courses
taken and credits earned at the first.

tuition & fees

NUitioni s a stUdent s basic payment towards the cost off
Instructionrat ar college er university. Most InStItUtioNS alser charge
fiees fior laboratery, equipment and materials, computer Use,
parking, and other miscellaneous Costs.
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A student who has not yet earned a bachelor's degree; also refers
to the courses and instructional programs such a student enrolls
in.

upper division

Ilhe courses students are generally expected to complete during

the last two years of a typical four-year baccalaureate degree
program.

walver
o' walve a right or a claim is to veluntarly give it up.

(1) Iff @ student meets specific criteria, the college may: waive
SOME off hIs or Ner tuition & fees (that Is, seme off the money: ewed
to) the college willfbe fergiven):

(2? [fF al student demoenstrates certain knowledge and abilities, the
CO Ieae may, WalVe' a CoUrse prerequisite (that s, allow: the student
to take the class evenl theugh he or' she hasn't completed the
listed requirerments forit):
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¢

The process of formally dropping a class or classes after the term
has started.

¢ work-study
A type of financial a/d which pays students to work part-time,




