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What?
What’s a fly-in 
program?



Your opportunity to visit 
a college campus.
You’ll get to live on 
campus for 2-3 days, eat 
in the dining halls, attend 
classes, meet students, 
and sleep in the 
residence halls.

So what’s a fly-in program?

Cost?
While each program is 
different, many fly-ins 
are completely
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Free!
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Who?
Who should 
apply?



At many programs, most students 
are eligible to apply.

First Generation
Students who are 
first in their family 
to attend college - 
even if your siblings 
attended a 
four-year college.

Low-Income
Students who 
might not 
otherwise be able 
to afford to visit 
campus.
Receiving free or 
reduced lunch or an 
ACT/SAT fee 
waiver.

Under-represented
Students of color, 
students coming 
from rural areas or 
small towns, 
undocumented or 
DACA-eligible 
students.
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Where?
Where can I 
go?



Everywhere!
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So how are you going to get there?

10



What type of college?
Research 
Universities
Places like Caltech, 
Dartmouth, Emory, 
George 
Washington, Johns 
Hopkins, MIT, Rice, 
Tufts, Tulane, and 
WPI.

Liberal Arts 
Colleges
Places like 
Amherst, Bowdoin, 
Colorado College, 
Davidson, Franklin 
& Marshall, 
Hamilton, Oberlin, 
Reed, St. Olaf, 
Pomona, and 
Williams.

Single-Gender 
Institutions
Places like Barnard, 
Bryn Mawr, Mount 
Holyoke, Smith, and 
Wellesley.
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When?
When are 
fly-in 
programs 
held?



Senior 
year.
Usually, September to November 
programs. Some colleges also offer 
fly-in programs for admitted 
students in March and April.
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How?
How can I 
apply?



The College Fly-In Process is Easy
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Apply Go!Wait



Most programs have 
online applications that 
open from April of junior 
year to September of 
senior year.

Place your screenshot here
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Apply online.



What’s on the application?

▪ Contact and demographic information
▪ School and community-based 

organization
▪ Academic interests
▪ Standardized testing
▪ Senior year class schedule
▪ Essay
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Showing your final 
grades for junior, 
sophomore, and 
freshman year.

Sometimes submitted 
by you; sometimes by 
your school counselor.
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High School 
Transcript



Timeline

Now?
Explore the 75+ programs. 
Look at size of campus, 
academic offerings, where 
the college is located, and ask 
your counselor. Talk to your 
parents/guardians.

Soon?
Start drafting a personal 
statement. This may or may 
not be used in your college 
essay, but you can use 
part/all for your fly-in app.

April to August
Apply to fly-in programs. 
Follow deadlines. Submit 
everything that’s required. 
Talk with your counselor. 
Check your email.
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Summer
Just wait. We’re busy 
reviewing applications. Send 
any updates you have to us 
since you submitted. Be 
productive over the summer.

August to Sept
Hear back from colleges. 
Don’t be discouraged if you 
didn’t get accepted. Keep 
going.

September to Nov
Have fun! Ask lots of 
questions. Think about 
applying Early Decision or 
Early Action if you love the 
college



Paying
Financial Aid



Financial Aid Varies.
Need-blind/affirmative admissions  🔺  Need-aware

Meeting full financial need 🔺 Meeting most need 🔺 Special 
Scholarships

Including loans 🔺 Minimizing Loans 🔺 Loan-Free Financial Aid
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Publishes a blog with 
75+ college fly-in 
programs.

Links, deadlines, dates.

Available Now!

bit.ly/2OIg20p 
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College Greenlight

http://bit.ly/2OIg20p


Swarthmore College

Swarthmore, 
Pennsylvania
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Discover 
Swarthmore
All-Expenses-P
aid Trip
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discover.swarthmore.edu
Nominate a student(s) by June 17, 2019
Application available until July 9, 2019

*Nominations are not required, but encouraged
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How it works:

▪ Counselors/advisors may nominate
▪ Student receives an email - “You’ve been 

nominated!”
▪ Student applies + uploads end-of-junior 

year transcript to portal
▪ Students receives decision mid-August

□ Yes: Travel agent books travel
□ No: Application fee waiver & other emails
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Questions?
discover@swarthmore.edu



EXPERIENCE COLORADO COLLEGE (ECC)



Apply
coloradocollege.edu/ExperienceCC

Program Dates:
Experience Colorado College | October 26-28, 2019  
Fall Open House (alternative dates) | September 1 -2 & October 6-7 

Application Deadline
September 28th, 2019



Materials to apply:

● Unofficial transcript  

● Self Reported test scores (SAT, ACT, AP tests)

● Three short-answer essays

○ 200 word minimum each essay

● Letter of support from counselor or teacher





Pasadena, CA
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At Caltech, we have our own Theory of Discovery, 
which states: "An up close and personal 
examination of campus life will accelerate the 
discovery of truths, traditions, and potentials that 
abound in the Techer experience."
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During Caltech Up Close, you will:

● See our campus on a personalized tour
● Visit with faculty and connect with staff across various departments
● Spend two nights in one of our student residences
● Connect with students who are alumni of the Caltech Up Close program
● Explore our labs and on-campus research facilities
● Experience the Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowships (SURF) 

Seminar Day
● Learn to navigate our application and financial aid processes
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What is Caltech Up Close? It is a 3-day, 2-night, all-expenses paid 
opportunity taking place on Caltech's campus in Pasadena, California

When is the program? October 17 - 19, 2019

Who should apply? High school seniors from a historically 
underrepresented background with an interest in math, science, and/or 
engineering

When to apply? Application available TODAY and closes on August 16, 
2019

https://apply.caltech.edu/register/caltechupcloseapp2019
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When you apply, you should be ready to:

● Upload an unofficial transcript. A PDF of your transcript is 
required for a complete application, and the transcript should 
include 9th-11th coursework and grades. We recommend that you 
have this PDF document available before you begin the application 
because you will not be able to save your progress on the 
application.

● Self-report an SAT and/or ACT test score. A complete application 
requires self-reported scores from at least one SAT or ACT exam.
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Short answer responses:

● Describe three experiences and/or activities that have helped 
develop your passion for a possible career in a STEM field. 
(Response for experience/activity should range between 10-120 
words)

● Provide an example of an "Aha!" moment when you realized 
your passion for science, math, or engineering. (250 word max)
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Questions?

Email us at upclose@caltech.edu



Quick Facts: 

Location: Northfield, MN--45 minutes away from 
Minneapolis and St. Paul (Twin Cities)

3,000 undergraduates, representing all 50 states 
and 100 countries

What we are known for: 
● Providing a robust liberal arts education for 

all students
● Well known for our Study Abroad or 

Off-Campus Studies. 75% of the student 
body travels off-campus!

● Residential Community, 95% of the student 
body chooses to live on campus all 4 years

● We meet 100% of demonstrated need



What happens during their visit: 

● Participate in our Fall Visit Day
● Learn about our need-based financial aid program and 

the ins and outs of the application process
● Interact with faculty and meet current St. Olaf students 

involved with student organizations
● Stay overnight to experience our vibrant residential 

community and more!

Explore St. Olaf: Fall Fly-In Program
Our program seeks to invite high-achieving rising 
seniors who have not visited campus to apply for this 
program. Specifically, students who identify as students 
of color, receive free/reduced lunch, or will be a 
first-generation college student are encouraged to 
apply.

https://admissions.stolaf.edu/register/2018FVD3


Explore St. Olaf: Fall Fly-In Program
Program Dates (tentative): 
Sunday, November 2nd, 2019 through Monday, 
November 4th, 2019  

Application Deadline (tentative):
September 27th, 2019 

Apply!
Explore St. Olaf: Fall Fly-In Program 
https://wp.stolaf.edu/admissions/fly-in-program/

https://wp.stolaf.edu/admissions/fly-in-program/
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Thanks!
Any questions?


