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Palmview High School 

2019 

Required Summer Reading  
 

12th Grade 

AP English Literature and Composition  

Dual Enrollment English 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer reading project for the Palmview High School English AP/DE program will consist 

of two sections and their respective assignments: 

 

 Allusions:   Classical, Mythological, and Arthurian 

  Information for this section may be researched from reliable sources  

  (books, articles, scripture, etc.). All information must be cited   

  appropriately (MLA format).  

 

 Fiction:  George Orwell’s 1984 

  Students must purchase their own copy of the novel to be able to complete  

  the assignment and project.  

   

Copies are available in-store at Barnes and Noble or may be purchased online at: 

Amazon or Barnes and Noble 

 

 

Final project will be submitted both electronically and in a formal portfolio the first week of 

school.   

 

Please join REMIND on this link: https://www.remind.com/join/4474ce  

 

If you have any questions, feel free to send a Remind message.  We will respond within no later 

than 24 hours.    

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://www.amazon.com/1984-Signet-Classics-George-Orwell/dp/0451524934
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/1984-george-orwell/1100009100
https://www.remind.com/join/4474ce
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Palmview High School 

Required 2019 Summer Reading Project 

12th grade AP Literature and Composition / 12th Grade Dual Enrollment 

 

I.  ALLUSIONS 

 

Classical, Mythological, and Arthurian Allusions Overview:  

 

Allusions based on the Bible or mythology add depth of meaning to poems, essays, and stories. 

When you miss the allusion, you sometimes miss the point and almost always miss the joke. 

Understanding allusions lets you into a kind of “secret club” where the subtleties and literary 

undercurrents enrich both your comprehension and enjoyment. Truly! 

 

Assignment:  For each you will construct a reading log. The log should contain a brief summary of the 
reading and a second paragraph of commentary on themes or archetypes that resonate in later 
literature or simply a personal response.

 
 

Part A—Classical and Greek Mythology Allusions 

1. Pandora’s Box  

2. Echo and Narcissus  

3. The Labors of Hercules  

4. Aphrodite and Adonis  

5.  Atlanta the Athlete of Greece  

6. Clytemnestra’s Revenge on Agamemnon  

 7. King Midas and the Golden Touch  

 8. Apollo and the Python  

 9. The Nine Muses  

10. Athena and Poseidon Vie for Athens  

11. Pygmalion and Galatea  

12. Hippolyta and the Girdle 

 

Part B—Common Arthurian Allusions 

 

1. Avalon  

2. Camelot 

3. Excalibur  

4. Sword in the Stone (NOT the cartoon)  

5. The Holy Grail (NOT Monty Python)  

6. Mordred  

7. Morgan le Fay  

8. Merlin  

9. Lady of the Lake  

10. Uther and Igraine and Arthur’s birth  

11. Arthur, Guinevere, and Lancelot (Love triangle) 

12. Sir Gawain  
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Assignment: Research each story listed above. For each allusion, create a reading log that will 

allow you to quickly refresh your memory. Make sure you are using reliable sources. Document 

those sources. The log should contain the following information:  

 

 WHO is involved? (Give yourself enough context that you can place them later on. Often 

a name is not adequate. Be smart, not lazy!)   

 

 WHAT is the basic plot?   

 

 Does the story EXPLAIN some aspect of the human condition, EXALT/DISPARAGE 

some behavior or trait, or ANSWER a common human question/concern? What’s the 

point?  

  

 Other information you deem noteworthy, including perhaps where you have seen it 

referenced already. (Obviously this component will not always be included in your 

entries)   

 

Example for a Reading log entry:  

 

Biblical – The Flood 

 

 Who: God, Noah & Family   

 

 Plot: The world had gotten full of evil and God decided to flood it and kill everyone off. 

He told Noah to build an ark and sent two of each animal to him. When the 40 day/40 

night rain started, God told Noah and his family to take all the animals into the ark, seal it 

and wait. He did. Eventually the water receded and Noah sent a dove out 3x to see if land 

was back. The 1st time, nothing happened except the dove returned; second time the dove 

brought back an olive branch, and the 3rd time it didn’t return so they knew it was OK to 

open the ark. God sent a rainbow as a promise that he would never again destroy the earth 

by flood. Noah and his family repopulated the planet eventually.   

 

 Point: Story exalts obedience and disparages evil – shows that even God has a limit to his 

generosity and forgiveness. Answers some geological oddities like seashells in 

mountains.   

 

 Other: symbol of a dove with olive branch for peace comes from here, as does the 

rainbow as a symbol of unity and calm after a storm and the idea that the 3rd time is the 

charm.   

Source:  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Note: Make sure to clearly label each entry and organize the information for ease of access. Cite 
your source in MLA format. You may use bullet form, paragraph form, or chart form. The format 
should be one that works for you.  You must type these (Times New Roman, 12pt. font), as they 
will be digitally dropped to me with plagiarism checks in place. The log is due the first week of 
class. Please make sure to mark these entries clearly. 
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II. FICTION NOVEL 

In addition to the allusions research, all students enrolled in AP English Literature & 

Composition or Dual Enrollment English must purchase and read 1984 by George Orwell.  

Students must annotate their reading and complete the assignment and project for the reading.   

Background: George Orwell (June 25, 1903 to January 21, 1950), born Eric Arthur Blair, was a 

novelist, essayist and critic best known for his novels Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

He was a man of strong opinions who addressed some of the major political movements of his 

times, including imperialism, fascism and communism. 

 Written in 1949, George Orwell's 1984 was heavily influenced by the political climate 

during his life, especially through the examples of totalitarianism that were emerging throughout 

Europe and the world. Understanding the environment in which a person grows up provides a lot 

of insight into their opinions and state of mind, both of which are expressed in their writing. 

George Orwell's life especially is influenced by political climate because of his work as a 

journalist and his involvement with the Burmese Police. The 1940's was a very turbulent time, 

with everyone's lives, including George Orwell's, being impacted by World War II. World War II 

itself was a titanic power struggle between the principles of totalitarianism and socialism and the 

powers of democracy. In the novel, Orwell gave readers a glimpse into what would happen if the 

government controlled every detail of a person's life, down to their own private thoughts. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS: As you read 1984, you will complete three assignments.   

 

A.  ANNOTATIONS 

 

1). Development of AT LEAST THREE of the following motifs and themes:   

       (Please mark each in a different color for easy tracking and grading of annotations)  

 

o Totalitarianism 

o Communism 

o The individual v. Collective Identity  

o Control /  Power 

o Love and Intimacy 

o Loyalty 

o The importance of education  

o Social Class Struggles 

o Manipulation 

o Technology   

o Urban Decay 

o Conformity 

o Loss of Privacy 

o Another motif or theme of your own  

 

2). Significant shifts you notice (in plot, character development, tone, etc.) 

3). Your own marginal questions and observations which promote deeper thinking.  

 

B. LITERARY GUIDE 
a.  As you read the novel, answer the following study guide questions.  Please type the questions 

and answer.  Be sure to label each section with its respective title.   

 

C. ESSAY 

a. Choose one of the three essays to respond to.  The essay must follow MLA format.   

.  
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B.  LITERARY GUIDE 

 

PART 1: Chapter I 
1) What is “quiet optimism”?  

2) Why are there no laws in Oceania?  

3) Winston observes that an angry prole is turned out of a movie theatre but isn’t punished. Why do you think 

she isn’t punished the same way a party member would be? 

PART I: Chapter II  

4) Describe Mrs. Parsons and how she lives. 

5) How do the Parsons’ children behave? Why is Mrs. Parsons nervous around them? 

6) Winston reflects that “He was already dead.” Explain what he means by this. 

7) Go back to Chapter 1. Who is O’brien and what is significant about him? 

8) Look at this link: Hitler Youth Movement What does this movement have in common with the Youth League 

in 1984. 

 

PART I: Chapter III  

9) Winston states that “Tragedy…belonged to an ancient time…” Later he wakes up with “‘Shakespeare’ on his 

lips.” What do you think George Orwell was trying to say by putting these two ideas together. 

10) Describe doublethink. Can you think of a modern example of doublethink? 

11) What are some other lies told by the state that Winston mentions? 

PART I: Chapter IV  
12) Describe where Winston works and what Winston does for a living. 

13) Winston states that “it was not even forgery. It was merely the substitution of one piece of nonsense for 

another.” Explain what he means by this. 

14) What does “vaporized” mean? What is an “unperson.” 

15) Who are proles? How are they treated differently? 

16) What is a “speakwrite”? 

PART I: Chapter V  
17) Who is Syme? Describe what he does for a living. Why does Winston call him “venomously orthodox”? 

18) Describe Newspeak and its purpose. How does Syme feel about Newspeak? 

19) What is a “thoughtcrime? 

20) What is Oldspeak? Why would the Party want to get rid of Oldspeak? 

21) According to Syme, what is orthodoxy? 

22) George Orwell created characters in order for his readers to identify their own behavior and the behavior of 

people they associate with. What kind of a modern person does Parsons represent? Use examples from the story 

to support your view. 

23) Describe the inconsistency between the statistics that pour out of the telescreen and the reality of the 

citizens’ lives. 

24) What is a “facecrime”? 

 

 

PART I: Chapter VI  
25) Describe the Party’s rules and attitudes towards sex and marriage. 

26) What is the “Junior Anti-sex league? Describe its purpose. 

27) Describe Winton’s relationship with his wife Katherine. How did she feel about the Party? 

28) Choose one or two lines that attracted your attention. Be prepared to discuss why. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hitler_Youth
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PART I: Chapter VII  
29) Why does Winston state that “If there was hope, it must lie with the proles”? 

30) How are the proles presented in the novel? What kind of people are they? How are they treated differently 

from the Inner and Outer Party and why? 

31) Who is Big Brother, Goldstein, Jones, Aaronson and Rutherford? What is their story? 

32) What is the significance of the photograph found by Winston and what does he do with it? 

33) How does Winston feel about O’brien? 

 

PART I: Chapter VIII 
34) Do party members ever spend time alone? Explain. 

35) What are “ownlife” and a “steamer”? 

36) What does Winston do to the human hand he finds in the gutter? What does this say about Winton’s 

previous experiences? 

37) How do proles feel about the Lottery? What is the truth about the Lottery? 

38) When Winston runs into a female party member, what does he first consider doing and why does he change 

his mind? 

PART II: Chapter I  
39) What is written on the piece of paper the girl gives Winston at work, and what are the two possibilities 

Winston believes are behind the piece of paper? 

40) Winton considers how to meet with the girl. What are two ideas he dismisses and what does he finally 

decide to do? How long does it take Winston to talk to the girl? 

41) Where do they meet and who is in control of their meetings? Give evidence. 

 

PART II: Chapter II 
42) When Julia asks Winston what he thought of her before that day, how does he respond?  

43) Orwell describes the thrush in detail. What do you think the thrush symbolizes?  

44) What does Julia say when Winston asks, “have you done this before?” 

45) In the context of the story, explain why Winston says, “I have purity, I have goodness! I don’t want any 

virtue to exist anywhere. I want everyone to be corrupt to the bones.” 

PART II: Chapter III  
46) What does Julia think of the Brotherhood? 

47) What is ‘goodthinkful”? 

48) What does Julia mean when she says “All this marching up and down and cheering and waving flags is 

simply sex gone sour.”  

 

PART II: Chapter IV  
49) Who is Mr. Charrington and where do Julia and Winston now meet? 

50) What is a “versificator”?  

51) What does Julia talk about that horrifies Winston? 

52) Why does Winston like the paperweight? How is the paperweight like a metaphor for their relationship? 

53) What is Orwell pointing out by mentioning nursery rhymes so often? (Hint: Inner and Outer party members 

are not allowed to sing these songs.) 

PART II: Chapter V 
54) List 5 non-violent preparations being made for Hate Week. 

55) List 3 acts of violence likely engineered by the Party for Hate Week. 

56) List 4-5 things Julia believes that surprises Winston?  
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57) What does Winston mean when he says, “You’re only a rebel from the waist downwards.” 

 

PART II: Chapter VI 
58) Under what pretense are Winston and O’Brien meeting? 

59) What changes have been made to the 10th Edition of Newspeak? What might the Party’s motive be in 

making this particular change? 

 

PART II: Chapter VII  
60) When Winston thinks back to his childhood, how did he behave towards his mother and sister? Provide 

details. 

61) What happens to his mother and sister? 

PART II: Chapter VIII 
62) How is O’Brien’s room different from Winston’s flat? Give details. 

63) To whom do they raise their wine glasses? 

64) State two things Julia and Winston are willing to do for the Party. 

65) What does Julia say she will not do? 

 

PART II: Chapter IX – Discussion Questions 
 

The Book: (Remember when you are reading this challenging part of the book, that it is describing the years 

leading up to and including Winston’s world in 1984 and not our world today.) 

 

66) The book states that “None of the three super-states could be definitively conquered even by the other two 

in combination. Give details to explain why.  

67) Explain how the following quote relates to the aim of the Inner Party: “But it was clear that an all round 

increase in wealth threatened the destruction-indeed, in some sense was the destruction-of a hierarchical 

society.”  

68) According to the book, what happens if leisure and security are enjoyed by all alike?  

69) According to the book, a hierarchical society was only possible based on what?  

70) According to the book, how do you “keep the wheels of industry turning” without increasing the real wealth 

of the world?  

71) According to the book, what is the essential act of war?  

72) What are the two aims of the Party, and what are the two great problems for the Party to overcome? 

73) According the book, what are the three kinds of people in the world, what are their aims and what 

eventually happens to them? What are the only four ways in which a ruling group can fall from power?  

74) According the book, what is the function of Big Brother? 

75) According the book, why is the alteration of the past necessary?  

76) List at least 5 examples of contradictions or doublethink used by the party.  

 

PART II: Chapter X – Discussion Questions: 
77) Where does the voice “You are the dead” come from? 

78) What happens to the paperweight? How is this symbolic of Julia and Winston’s story? 

79) What does Charrington turn out to be? 

PART III: Chapter I – Discussion Questions: 
80) Winston notices a stark difference between the way Party prisoners behave and are treated and common 

prisoners. Give two examples.   
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PART III: Chapter II – Discussion Questions: 
81) Make a list of the things to which Winston confesses. 

82) What does O’brien say is wrong with Winston? 

83) On p. 259, Winston thinks: That was doublethink. To what is he referring. 

84) What is O’brien’s view of reality which he describes to Winston? 

85) According to O’brien, why has Winston been brought to the Ministry of Love? 

86) O’brien says “And above all we do not allow the dead to rise up against us.” In a complete paragraph 

explain what he means by this?  

87) When Winston asks why he’s being tortured, O’brien says, “But we make the brain perfect before we blow 

it out.” In a paragraph, explain what he means by this.  

 

PART III: Chapter III – Discussion Questions: 
88) According to O’Brien, what are the three stages in Winston’s re-integration? 

89) Who wrote “the Book”? 

90) Explain what Winston means when he says, “What can you do…against the lunatic who is more intelligent 

than yourself, who gives your arguments a fair hearing and then simply persists in his lunacy?” 

91) O’Brien states that the Party is different from all the other oligarchies of the past. Explain what he means by 

this?  

92) O’Brien asks Winston to strip and look at himself in the mirror. Why do you think he does this? How does 

Winston respond? 

PART III: Chapter IV – Discussion Questions: 
93) In a single paragraph of at least 125 words, explain how Winston has changed physically and mentally since 

he last saw O’brien. Use evidence and some quotations to support your argument. 

94) Explain what Winston means when he says, “They would have blown a hole in their own perfection. To die 

hating them, that was freedom.” 

PART III: Chapter V – Discussion Questions: 
95) How does Winston save himself? 

96) In the last paragraph of the chapter, what is symbolically happening to Winston.  

PART III: Chapter VI – Discussion Questions: 
97) Where is Winston in this chapter? 

98) What a couple of things Winston can do now that he couldn’t before he was arrested? 

99) Discuss the symbolism of the chess game Winston plays (with himself…Orwell is so brilliant!). 

100) Winston says the story he has just remembered about his family is false. What does this tell you about 

what has happened to Winston? 

101) According to the last couple sentences of the book, what has happened to Winston? 
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C. ESSAY QUESTIONS 

 

Write a two-page response for ONE of the following questions. (MLA format) 

 

1. Explain how the protagonist Winston Smith conforms outwardly while questioning inwardly. Provide 

specific examples from the novel. (Based on the 2005 AP English Literature and Composition Free-

Response Question) 

 

2. In some works of literature, a character that appears briefly, or does not appear at all, is a significant 

presence. Choose a character from the novel that fits this description and explain how this character 

functions in the work. You may wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the 

development of other characters. (Based on the 1994 AP English Literature and Composition Free-

Response Question)  

 

3. A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a range of associations 

beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea, clarify meaning, or enlarge literal 

meaning. Select a symbol from the novel and analyze how that symbol functions in the work. (Based on 

the 2009 AP English Literature and Composition Free-Response Question) 

 

 

 

  

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/24/
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NO LATER THAN MAY 22, 2019. 

 

Advanced Placement English Literature & Composition / Dual Enrollment English 

Summer Reading 2017 

  

  

Student’s name (printed)      _____________________________________  

  

Student’s signature      _____________________________________  

  

Parent’s / guardian’s name (printed)  _____________________________________  

  

Parent’s / guardian’s signature  _____________________________________  

  

11th Grade English Teacher   _____________________________________  

  

Our signatures indicate the following:  

  

 We have received the 12th Grade AP English Literature and Composition / Dual Enrollment summer 

reading list and assignment.    

 We understand that this is to be the student’s work only and that no outside collaboration is permitted.  

 ALL outside sources (journal entries ONLY) will be thoroughly documented.  

 We further understand that to collaborate or failure to document sources will be considered plagiarism.  

 We also understand that all assignments and projects will be submitted within the first week of the 

2019-2020 school year. No extensions will be provided.  

 Additionally, we acknowledge that the AP English Literature and Composition exam will take place on 
May 6, 2020, in which the AP students enrolled in the course will be expected to test as well as attend 
two Saturday mock (practice) exams. A $15 exam fee will be collected within the first two weeks of 
school.   
 

 

 


