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Palmview High School  
2018 

Required Summer Reading  
 

12th Grade 
AP English Language and Composition  

Dual Enrollment English 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer reading project for the Palmview High School English AP/DE program will consist 

of two sections and their respective assignments: 

 

1. Allusions:   Biblical, Classical, and Literary  

  Information for this section may be researched from reliable sources  

  (books, articles, scripture, etc.). All information must be cited   

  appropriately (MLA format).  

 

2. Novel:   Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World 

  Students must purchase their own copy of the novel to be able to complete  

  the assignment and project.  

   

Copies are available in-store at Barnes and Noble or may be purchased online at:  

 

Paperback Version:    Barnes and Noble  or Amazon 
 

 

Final project will be submitted both electronically and in a formal portfolio the 

first week of school.   

 

Please join REMIND on this link: https://www.remind.com/join/9d4gc9   

If you have any questions, feel free to send a Remind message.    

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-great-gatsby-francis-scott-fitzgerald/1116668135?ean=9780743273565#/
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Gatsby-F-Scott-Fitzgerald/dp/0743273567/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525743660&sr=8-1&keywords=the+great+gatsby
https://www.remind.com/join/9d4gc9
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Palmview High School 

Required 2018 Summer Reading Project 

12th grade AP Literature and Composition / 12th Grade Dual Enrollment 

 

I. PART ONE:  ALLUSIONS 

 

Biblical & Classical Allusions Overview:  

 

Allusions based on the Bible and mythology add depth of meaning to poems, essays, and stories. When 

you miss the allusion, you sometimes miss the point and almost always miss the joke. Understanding 

allusions lets you into a kind of “secret club” where the subtleties and literary undercurrents enrich both 

your comprehension and enjoyment. Truly! The reading assignments of Biblical passages are for 

literature purposes only, not for religious instruction.  

 

Assignment:  Read the following Old and New Testament selections. For each you will construct a 

reading log. The log should contain a brief summary of the reading and a second paragraph of 

commentary on themes or archetypes that resonate in later literature or simply a personal response. 

 

Section 1 – Biblical   
1. Absalom 

2. Cain and Abel 

3. Daniel and Handwriting on the wall 

4. Ishmael 

5. Job 

6. Judas (with Thirty pieces/ Betrayal) 

7. King Ahab and Jezebel 

8. Prodigal Son 

9. Samson and Delilah 

10. Sodom and Gomorrah 

11. Salomon 

12. Golden Calf 

Section II—Classical and Literary 

1. Achilles (Heel) 

2. Cassandra 

3. Chimera 

4. Gorgon 

5. Hector 

6. Helen of Troy 

7. Niobe 

8. Parnassus 

9. Sisyphus 

10. Icarus 

11. Narcissus 

12. Theseus 

13. Tantalus (Atys) 

 

 

 

Assignment: Research each story listed above. For each allusion, create a reading log that will allow you to quickly 

refresh your memory. Make sure you are using reliable sources. Document those sources. The log should contain the 

following information:  

 

 WHO is involved? (Give yourself enough context that you can place them later on. Often a name is not adequate.) 

 

 WHAT is the basic plot?   

 

 Does the story EXPLAIN some aspect of the human condition, EXALT/DISPARAGE some behavior or trait, or 

ANSWER a common human question/concern? What’s the point?  

  

 Other information you deem noteworthy, including perhaps where you have seen it referenced already. 

(Obviously this component will not always be included in your entries)   
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Example for a reading log entry: 

Biblical – The Flood 

 

 Who: God, Noah & Family   

 

 Plot: The world had gotten full of evil and God decided to flood it and kill everyone off. He told Noah to build an 

ark and sent two of each animal to him. When the 40 day /40 night rain started, God told Noah and his family to 

take all the animals into the ark, seal it and wait. He did. Eventually the water receded and Noah sent a dove out 

3x to see if land was back. The 1st time, nothing happened except the dove returned; second time the dove 

brought back an olive branch, and the 3rd time it didn’t return so they knew it was OK to open the ark. God sent a 

rainbow as a promise that he would never again destroy the earth by flood. Noah and his family repopulated the 

planet eventually.   

 

 Point: Story exalts obedience and disparages evil – shows that even God has a limit to his generosity and 

forgiveness. Answers some geological oddities like seashells in mountains.   

 

 Other: symbol of a dove with olive branch for peace comes from here, as does the rainbow as a symbol of unity 

and calm after a storm and the idea that the 3rd time is the charm.   

 

Note: Make sure to clearly label each entry and organize the information for ease of access. Cite your source in MLA 

format. You may use bullet form, paragraph form, or chart form. The format should be one that works for you.  You must 

type these (Times New Roman, 12pt. font), as they will be digitally dropped to me with plagiarism checks in place. The log 

is due the first week of class. Please make sure to mark these entries clearly. 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

II. PART TWO: NOVEL  

 

In addition to the allusions research, all students enrolled in AP English Literature & Composition or Dual Enrollment 

English must purchase and read Brave New World by Aldous Huxley.  Students must annotate their reading and 

complete the assignment and project for the reading.   

 

ASSIGNMENTS: As you read Brave New World, you will complete three assignments with the novel.  

 

1. Annotations  

a. Development of themes found in the Annotation Guide.  

b. Significant shifts you notice (in plot, character development, tone, etc.)  

c. Your own marginal questions and observations which promote deeper thinking.  

 

2. Literary guide you will create electronically and follow MLA format.   

a. For each question you must write a complete answer.  The answer should analyze the question 

fully.  

 

3. Essay: Choice of an AP Free Response Question using the novel.   
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NOVEL ASSIGNMENT #1: Annotation Guide 
 

You will annotate your book when you see examples of the following topic.  You MUST use a color coding 

system for easy tracking and grading of your annotations.  Use a different color for each topic/theme.   

 

I. Science and Technology – consider highlighting sections of the novel that discuss  

a. Genetics 

b. Social Conditioning 

c. Medication 

 

II. Knowledge and Ignorance 

a. Books 

b. Direct quotes from authors 

c. Music and songs 

d. Mindless Entertainment 

 

III. Free Will vs. Enslavement 

a. “Civilized” society 

b. “Savage” society 

c. Freedom of choice or lack of  

 

IV. Class Conflict 

a. Different classes (Alphas… Epsilons) 

b. Physical characteristics 

c. Clothing 

d. lifestyle 

 

V. Emotional Attachments 

a. Importance of family 

b. Romantic relationships 

c. Promiscuity  

 

VI. Major Characters 

a. Bernard Marx 

b. John the Savage 

c. Lenina  

d. Helmholtz Watson 

 

VII. Minor Characters 

a. Mustapha Mond 

b. The Director 

c. Linda 

 

VIII. Other 

a. __________________________________ 

b. __________________________________ 
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NOVEL ASSIGNMENT #2: Literary Guide  
   

Find details and examples in the text to support your answers to these questions. When you write or type your answers, 

please remember to double space.  

 

Chapters 1-3  

1. Why do you think Huxley opens the book with a tour of a “hatchery” instead of by introducing the main 

characters? How does the hatchery relate to the society of the “brave new world”?  

 

2. Describe the way this society functions. In what ways is it different from our society (in terms of the people’s 

values, the way they live, the organization of society, etc.)? Why do you think the author chose Ford to be the 

“God” of this society?  

 

3. What methods does this society employ to ensure social stability? What is the main goal of these methods?  

 

4. Analyze the Director and Mr. Foster’s behavior toward Lenina (Chapter 3). What does it indicate about this 

society? Why is the Director called just “the Director” and not given a name—what effects does this have, and 

how does this relate to the author’s presentation of this society?  

 

5. How would you describe the mood and the tone of the novel, and how does the author establish this mood and 

tone? How is it significant in terms of interpreting the novel? Contrast the way the characters speak and the 

setting’s atmosphere (mood) with what you can infer about the author’s attitude toward these things (tone). The 

first page should give you a good indication of how the reader is supposed to react to these descriptions of this 

futuristic society.  
 

Chapters 4-6  

6. What does the narrator suggest is the source of Bernard’s self-consciousness and dissatisfaction with society? 

Describe Bernard’s friend Helmholtz. How are Helmholtz’s self-consciousness and dissatisfaction with society 

different from Bernard’s?  

 

7. What is the function of the Solidarity Service? Discuss the various ways in which this purpose is accomplished 

(the various facets of the Service). Why do you think most of the attendees react so strongly to the Service? How 

does Bernard react, and why? What aspects of Christianity do you recognize in the Service, and why would these 

things have been preserved?  

 

8. What do you think Bernard means when he speaks of wanting to be “free to be happy in some other way”? What 

does he mean when he says that he wants to “try the effect of arresting [his] impulses,” and how does that idea 

apply to his relationship with Lenina? What does he mean when he says that he wants to be an adult all the time—

how are the people of this society “infants where feeling and desire are concerned”? What does Lenina’s reaction 

to Bernard’s unhappiness about their date show about her? (Refer to these lines near the end of Part 1: “Lenina felt 

all her triumph suddenly evaporate. Perhaps he had found her too plump, after all.”)  

 

9. Why is talking about the “remote past” (probably anything more than a year before) a taboo? What do you think 

drives the Director to unconsciously violate this taboo? What do Bernard’s initial reaction to being reprimanded, 

his bragging to Helmholtz, and his reaction upon learning of his impending transfer to Iceland (Part 3) show about 

his character?  

 

10. Why do you think the Reservations are maintained? What is shown about the people of this society by their 

attitude toward and treatment of the “savages”?  

 

11. How does the novel suggest that the average person of this society would react to being exposed to images of 

nature such as the ocean and the night sky (recall Lenina’s reaction when Bernard makes her look at the ocean)? 

Why do you think they would react this way? 
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Chapters 7-9  

12. What things do Bernard and Lenina find disturbing about the Indians’ way of life and environment? Describe two 

of the scenes they witness.  

 

13. What is the significance of the steady beat of the drums used in the Indians’ ritual—why do you think drums are 

found in so many cultures? What similarities are there between some aspects of the Indians’ way of life and the 

way people in the “brave new world” live? What does this say about human nature?  

 

14. What effect does seeing Lenina have on John, and why? Why is the expression on her face such an “amazing 

novelty”?  

 

15. Why didn’t Linda escape from the Reservation? What conflicting feelings does Linda have about John, and what 

shows this? What “little animals” do you think Linda found in John’s hair, and why did they make her scream?  

 

16. Describe the childhood experiences that influenced John’s personality. Why does he call his mother “Linda”? Why 

does he have such a peculiar way of speaking? In what important way are John and Bernard similar?  

 

17. Why do you think Bernard is so eager to take John and Linda to London—what plan does he have? What is ironic 

about John’s proclamation that he is going to a “brave new world”? What foreshadowing is there in Bernard’s 

response to this proclamation?  

 

Chapters 10-12  

18. Why does the Director consider Unorthodoxy the most heinous crime? What kinds of unorthodoxy is Bernard 

guilty of?  

 

19. Describe and explain the reaction of the workers in the Decanting Room to Linda and John’s entrance. How does 

the Director react? 

 

20. How does Linda react to being back in “civilization”? How does John feel about this, and what difference in 

values does this show—what does this indicate about John’s view of what it means to live a truly human life? 

Describe Dr. Shaw’s reaction to seeing her.  

21. How is Bernard transformed as a result of his association with John? How is social status like soma to him? In 

what way are Bernard’s unorthodoxy and dissatisfaction with society more superficial than Helmholtz’s? 

 

22. Why do you think the author chose to have John called “the Savage”? Why does John quote the Shakespeare line 

about the “brave new world” when he visits the lighting-set factory? What reaction does he have to what he sees 

there, and why?  

 

23. What signs of racism can be seen in this society? What qualities do the people of this society seem to associate 

dark skin with? Ironically, what Shakespeare character does John seem to identify with, and why?  

 

24. Describe John’s complex reaction to Lenina. Why is she confused about his feelings? Why is he afraid that she 

will “cease to be something he could feel himself unworthy of”? How does his behavior toward her affect her, and 

how does she seem to feel about him? What Shakespeare characters are they similar to, and why? What signs are 

there that Lenina is changing?  

 

25. What symbolic meaning might zippers have in the novel? What do you think is the origin of the “T” symbol, and 

what symbolic meaning might it have?  

 

26. What is revealed about Mustapha Mond in the passage about the research paper he decides to censor?  

 

27. How do John and Helmholtz react to Bernard’s falling status, and how does this make Bernard feel? Describe the 

nature of his friendship with them. What reaction does Helmholtz have to his own “conflict with Authority”?  
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28. Describe Helmholtz’s reaction to Shakespeare. What does he admire about his work, and what does he dislike? 

What do you think he means when he says, “We need some other kind of madness and violence”?  

 

Chapters 13-15  

29. After Fanny advises Lenina to go after John aggressively, where does she find the courage to follow her advice? 

What does this indicate about the character of people in this society? Why do you think the author includes the 

paragraph that begins “Twenty-two years, eight months, and four days from that moment…”?  

 

30. Describe the philosophical differences regarding romance that cause a conflict between John and Lenina. How 

does Lenina handle her feelings, and how does John think he should handle his? What does he want to do, and why 

does he say he would never “kill [lions] out of helicopters”? Why is Lenina confused about John’s feelings for 

her—what expectation does she have? What is John’s reaction to her decision to come on to him so aggressively? 

What does the following Shakespeare quote mean? “Down from the waist they are Centaurs, though women all 

above.”  

31. Describe the Park Lane Hospital for the Dying—what the atmosphere is like, who is sent there, the appearances, 

attitudes, and behavior of the people there. How is Linda spending her time in the hospital? How does the nurse 

react to John’s distress, and why? What does the sentence “not that there were many visitors anyhow: or any 

reason why there should be many visitors” indicate? What does the term “second infancy” mean? What is the 

group of identical children doing in the hospital—what is the purpose of their visit, and what concerns does the 

nurse have about how John’s behavior will affect them?  

 

32. What reaction does John have to the groups of identical workers waiting for their soma distribution, and why—

what quality of this society is epitomized by them? How is his comparing them to maggots appropriate?  

 

33. What do Miranda’s words come to mean to John (“O brave new world!”), and why does he appeal to the workers 

not to take the soma? What do the reactions of the Deputy Sub-Bursar and the workers indicate about why his 

effort is doomed to failure? According to John, in what way are the people of this society “slaves”? What does it 

mean to John “to be free and men”?  

 

34. What reaction does Helmholtz have to the scene at the hospital, and why? What is ironic about his and Bernard’s 

use of expressions like “Ford helps those who help themselves” and “Ford be praised”? Why is the Voice of 

Reason/Voice of Good Feeling described as speaking “from the depths of a nonexistent heart”? What does the fact 

that even John and Helmholtz are affected by it say about human nature? (Their susceptibility reflects one of the 

major lessons of the novel.)  

 

Chapters 16-18  

35. Describe Mustapha Mond. What is ironic about his being a World Controller, and how did he end up in this 

position? What did he give up in order to become a World Controller, and why? How does he treat these three 

“rebels” (John, Helmholtz, and Bernard) that is different from how they expected to be treated?  

 

36. How does Mustapha explain the inability of the people of this society to appreciate high art? What has high art 

been sacrificed for, and why does it seem like a bad trade? 

 

37. Why is it that a society of Alphas could never succeed? What evidence is there of this?  

 

38. How is science a threat to the stability of this society? Why are technological advances kept to a minimum? What 

change brought about by Ford instigated the shift away from truth and beauty, and why?  

 

39. In what way is their exile to an island actually a good thing for Bernard and Helmholtz?  

 

40. What explanation does Mustapha Mond give for why the people of this society no longer need to believe in God? 

How does he explain humankind’s former need for and belief in God?  
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41. According to John, in what way are the people of this society are being “punished” for their “sins”? How does 

Mustapha respond to this argument? What arguments does Mustapha give against the value of endurance, self-

denial, and chastity? Why are nobility and heroism outdated? What is “Violent Passion Surrogate,” and why do the 

people of this society need it?  

 

42. What is the outcome of John and Mustapha’s discussion—what does Mustapha show John that he actually wants?  

 

43. What is the symbolic significance of John’s chosen home—both its nature and its location? Why is the area so 

empty of people despite its beauty? What kind of life does he have planned for himself, and why? Discuss this in 

detail.  
 

44. What happens to make John kill himself? Explain his decision.  

 

 

NOVEL ASSIGNMENT #3: Brave New World Essays 

 

Read the following prompts and choose one to write an essay that addresses the prompt respectfully and is supported 

with evidence from the text.  Essay must be written in MLA format, 12pt. font, double-spaced, and be between 2-5 

pages in length. 

 

Essay Option #1: 

Palestinian American literary theorist and cultural critic Edward Said has written that “Exile is strangely compelling to 

think about but terrible to experience. It is the unhealable rift forced between a human being and a native place, 

between the self and its true home: its essential sadness can never be surmounted.” Yet Said has also said that exile can 

become “a potent, even enriching” experience.   

 

Select a novel, play, or epic (Brave New Word) in which a character experiences such a rift and becomes cut off from 

“home,” whether that home is the character’s birthplace, family, homeland, or other special place. Then write an essay 

in which you analyze how the character’s experience with exile is both alienating and enriching, and how this 

experience illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. You may choose a work from the list below or one of 

comparable literary merit. Do not merely summarize the plot. (2010 AP English Literature and Composition Open-

Ended Question) 

 

 

Essay Option #2: 

In Kate Chopin’s The Awakening (1899), protagonist Edna Pontellier is said to possess “that outward existence which 

conforms, the inward life which questions.”  In a novel or play (Brave New World), identify a character who conforms 

outwardly while questioning inwardly.  Then write an essay in which you analyze how this tension between outward 

conformity and inward questioning contributes to the meaning of the work.  Avoid mere plot summary.  (2005 AP 

English Literature and Composition Open-Ended Question) 

 
 

Essay Option #3: 

The meaning some literary works is often enhanced by sustained allusions to myths, the Bible, or other works of 

literature. Write a well-organized essay in which you explain the sustained allusion in Brave New World and analyze 

how the allusion enhances the work’s meaning.  

 

Essay Option #4: 

Choose a character from Brave New World and write an essay in which you briefly describe the standards of the 

fictional society in which the character exists, and then show in depth how the character is affected by and responds to 

those standards.  
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NO LATER THAN MAY 24, 2018. 

 

Advanced Placement English Language & Composition / Dual Enrollment English 

Summer Reading Project 2018 

  

  

Student’s name (printed)     _____________________________________  

  

Student’s signature      _____________________________________  

  

Parent’s / guardian’s name (printed)  _____________________________________  

  

Parent’s / guardian’s signature   _____________________________________  

  

1ith Grade English Teacher   _____________________________________  

  

Our signatures indicate the following:  

  

We have received the 12th Grade AP English Language and Composition / Dual Enrollment summer reading list and 

assignment.   We understand that this is to be the student’s work only and that no outside collaboration is permitted. 

ALL outside sources will be thoroughly documented. We further understand that to collaborate or failure to document 

sources will be considered plagiarism.  

  

  

 


