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Palmview High School  
2018 

Required Summer Reading  
 

11th Grade 
AP English Language and Composition  

Dual Enrollment English 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The summer reading project for the Palmview High School English AP/DE program will consist 

of two sections and their respective assignments: 

 

1. Allusions:   Biblical, Classical, and Literary  

  Information for this section may be researched from reliable sources  

  (books, articles, scripture, etc.). All information must be cited   

  appropriately (MLA format).  

 

2. Fiction:   F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby 

  Students must purchase their own copy of the novel to be able to complete  

  the assignment and project.  

   

Copies are available in-store at Barnes and Noble or may be purchased online at:  

 

Paperback Version:    Barnes and Noble  or Amazon 
 

 

Final project will be submitted both electronically and in a formal portfolio the 

first week of school.   

 

Please join REMIND on this link: https://www.remind.com/join/9d4gc9   

If you have any questions, feel free to send a Remind message.    

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-great-gatsby-francis-scott-fitzgerald/1116668135?ean=9780743273565#/
https://www.amazon.com/Great-Gatsby-F-Scott-Fitzgerald/dp/0743273567/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1525743660&sr=8-1&keywords=the+great+gatsby
https://www.remind.com/join/9d4gc9
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Palmview High School 

Required 2018 Summer Reading Project 

11th grade AP Language and Composition / 11th Grade Dual Enrollment 

 

I.  ALLUSIONS 

 

Biblical & Classical Allusions Overview:  

 

Allusions based on the Bible and mythology add depth of meaning to poems, essays, and stories. When 

you miss the allusion, you sometimes miss the point and almost always miss the joke. Understanding 

allusions lets you into a kind of “secret club” where the subtleties and literary undercurrents enrich both 

your comprehension and enjoyment. Truly! The reading assignments of Biblical passages are for 

literature purposes only, not for religious instruction.  

 

PART I – The Bible  
  

Assignment:  Read the following Old and New Testament selections. For each you will construct a 

reading log. The log should contain a brief summary of the reading and a second paragraph of 

commentary on themes or archetypes that resonate in later literature or simply a personal response. 

1. Absalom 

2. Cain and Abel 

3. Daniel and Handwriting on the wall 

4. Ishmael 

5. Job 

6. Judas (with Thirty pieces/ Betrayal) 

7. King Ahab and Jezebel 

8. Prodigal Son 

9. Samson and Delilah 

10. Sodom and Gomorrah 

11. Salomon 

12. Golden Calf 

PART II—Classical and Literary 

1. Crossing the Rubicon  

2. Waterloo  

3. Fiddle While Rome Burns  

4. Benedict Arnold  

5. Pavlov’s Dog (Pavlovian)  

6. Pyrrhic Victory  

7. Pound of Flesh  

8. Galahad  

 9. Jekyll and Hyde  

10. Tartuffe  

11. Uncle Tom  

12. Don Quixote (Quixotic)  

 

Assignment: Research each story listed above. For each allusion, create a reading log that will allow you to quickly 

refresh your memory. Make sure you are using reliable sources. Document those sources. The log should contain the 

following information:  

 

 WHO is involved? (Give yourself enough context that you can place them later on. Often a name is not adequate.) 

 

 WHAT is the basic plot?   

 

 Does the story EXPLAIN some aspect of the human condition, EXALT/DISPARAGE some behavior or trait, or 

ANSWER a common human question/concern? What’s the point?  

  

 Other information you deem noteworthy, including perhaps where you have seen it referenced already. 

(Obviously this component will not always be included in your entries)   
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Example for a reading log entry: 

Biblical – The Flood 

 

 Who: God, Noah & Family   

 

 Plot: The world had gotten full of evil and God decided to flood it and kill everyone off. He told Noah to build an 

ark and sent two of each animal to him. When the 40 day /40 night rain started, God told Noah and his family to 

take all the animals into the ark, seal it and wait. He did. Eventually the water receded and Noah sent a dove out 

3x to see if land was back. The 1st time, nothing happened except the dove returned; second time the dove 

brought back an olive branch, and the 3rd time it didn’t return so they knew it was OK to open the ark. God sent a 

rainbow as a promise that he would never again destroy the earth by flood. Noah and his family repopulated the 

planet eventually.   

 

 Point: Story exalts obedience and disparages evil – shows that even God has a limit to his generosity and 

forgiveness. Answers some geological oddities like seashells in mountains.   

 

 Other: symbol of a dove with olive branch for peace comes from here, as does the rainbow as a symbol of unity 

and calm after a storm and the idea that the 3rd time is the charm.   

 

Note: Make sure to clearly label each entry and organize the information for ease of access. Cite your source in MLA 

format. You may use bullet form, paragraph form, or chart form. The format should be one that works for you.  You must 

type these (Times New Roman, 12pt. font), as they will be digitally dropped to me with plagiarism checks in place. The log 

is due the first week of class. Please make sure to mark these entries clearly. 

 

             II.  FICTION  

 

In addition to the allusions research, all students enrolled in AP English Language & Composition or Dual Enrollment 

English must purchase and read The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald.  Students must annotate their reading and 

complete the assignment and project for the reading.   

Assignments: As you read The Great Gatsby you will complete two assignments with the novel.  

 

A. Annotations  

1. Development of items in Annotation Guide.  

2. Significant shifts you notice (in plot, character development, tone, etc.)  

3. Your own marginal questions and observations which promote deeper thinking.  

 

B. Literary guide you will create electronically and follow MLA format.   

a. For each question you must write a complete answer, which analyzes the question fully.  

b.  

 

C. Essay: Choice of an AP Free Response Question using the novel.   
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Annotation Guide 
 

You will annotate your book when you see examples of the following topic and subtopics.  When 

annotating be sure to create a system (ex. alpha-numerical).  Please mark each in a different color for 

easy tracking and grading of your annotations. 

 

I. Historical Background of the 1920s 

a. A response to WWI—"The Roaring 20s”, “Jazz Age”, “Age of Intolerance” 

b. Consumerism 

c. The 18th Amendment (Prohibition) → led to organized crime & Nouveau Riche 

d. The 19th amend. (women’s rights) → led to immorality; challenging traditional femininity 

e. The Lost Generation 

f. The Black Sox fix of 1919 

 

II. Motifs 

a. Geography: represents different social classes 

b. Weather: reflects the human condition 

c. Light and dark imagery 

 

III. Symbols 

a. the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg 

b. Time 

c. the green light 

 

IV. Themes 

a. the decline of the American Dream 

i. Discovery, individualism & pursuit of happiness are corrupted by easy money 

and relaxing of social values 

ii. People cannot catch an elusive dream. 

b. the Stratification of Social Classes 

c. the hollowness of the rich 

d. racism 

e.  domestic violence 

f. moral corruption 

g. Innocence vs. Experience 

h. Appearance vs. Reality 

i. Time Change and loss 

j. Culture Clash 

 

V. Archetypes 

a. Characters: 

i. The Antihero 

ii. Tragic Hero 

iii. The Wild West Hero / 

Cowboy Legend 

iv. Aristocracy 

v. The Nouveau Riche 

vi. The mob / gangsters 

vii. The liberated woman  

viii. The villain 

ix. the moocher 

b. Colors and their meaning 
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Literary Guide 

Chapter1 

 

1. Examine the connotative language Fitzgerald uses to contrast West Egg and East Egg. 

 

2. Look at the paragraph about Tom Buchanan beginning with, “He had changed since….” Find 

and list ten words that contribute to the impact of the last sentence. What is the effect of the last 

sentence? 

 

3. What is the first thing Daisy says in the novel? In what different ways could you interpret her 

comment? 

 

4. Explain the context and the meaning of Nick’s comment about Tom Buchanan: “Something 

was making him nibble at the edge of stale ideas as if his sturdy physical egotism no longer 

nourished his peremptory heart.” 

 

5. Why is the darkness “unquiet”? (last sentence in chapter 1) 

 

Chapter 2 

 

6. Draw a sketch of the eyes of Dr. Eckleburg looking over the valley of ashes. Literally, what is 

this a picture of? 

 

7. List the three most effective images with which Wilson’s character is established. With which 

character is he in direct contrast? 

 

8. Why does Fitzgerald add the detail about the dog-biscuit to the description of the party at 

Myrtle’s apartment? 

 

9. How does Nick’s following comment give the reader insight into Fitzgerald’s handling of 

point of view in the novel? “I was within and without, simultaneously enchanted and repelled by 

the inexhaustible variety of life.” 

 

Chapter 3 

 

10. Look at the first paragraph in chapter three. Explain the following: 

 its contrast with the previous scene (look especially at irony) 

 the sentence which creates a magical tone-- How? 

 the overall effect of Fitzgerald’s choice of verbs 

 

11. What is the reason for and the effect of the shift in verb tense which occurs in the fourth 

paragraph in chapter three? 

 

12. Pick one or two sentences you really like, write them, and describe Fitzgerald’s style. 
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13. Explain the meaning and purpose of this sentence: “It was testimony to the romantic 

speculation he inspired that there were whispers about him from those who had found little that it 

was necessary to whisper about in this world.” 

 

14. Explain the point of Owl-Eyes’s admiration for Gatsby’s library. 

 

Chapter 4 

 

15. Analyze the effect of language in the first sentence and first short paragraph (ending with 

“crystal glass”). Look carefully. 

 

16. Explain how this comment characterizes Mr. Wolfsheim: “I understand you’re looking for a 

business gonnegtion.” 

 

17. Explain the significance of Wolfsheim’s cuff buttons. 

 

18. Explain the significance of Jordan’s comment that “the pearls were around her neck.” 

 

19. Considering chapter four, what is meant by this comment by Nick: “Then it had not been 

merely the stars to which he had aspired on that June night. He came alive to me, delivered 

suddenly from the womb of his purposeless splendor.”? 

 

Chapter 5 

 

20. What atmosphere/feeling is created by the passage beginning “with enchanting murmurs….” 

ending with “flight of stairs.” Cite some examples of language connected to this atmosphere. 

 

21. What do you think of the shirt scene? How does it affect your reaction to Gatsby and Daisy? 

 

22. Explain why “the colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever” and why 

Gatsby’s “count of enchanted objects had diminished by one.” 

 

23. Explain Nick’s comment about Gatsby’s dream, in the paragraph beginning with “As I went 

to say goodbye….” and ending with “No amount of fire or freshness can challenge what a man 

will store up in his ghostly heart.” Connect to Nick’s comments in chapter one: “Only Gatsby,--

the man who gives his name to this book, was exempt from my reaction.” 

 

Chapter 6 

 

24. Read this quote: “The truth was that Jay Gatsby of West Egg, Long Island, sprang from his 

Platonic conception of himself. He was a son of God—a phrase which, if it means anything, 

means just that—and he must be about His Father’s business, the service of a vast, vulgar and 

meretricious beauty.” (Look up any unfamiliar words.) Explain the following: 

 the Platonic conception 

 the effect of the Biblical allusion 
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 the point about the nature of service 

After interpreting this comment, connect it to this quote from the introduction: “What foul dust 

floated in the wake of his dream.” 

 

25. Analyze the language in the paragraph beginning “But his heart was in a constant, turbulent 

riot” and ending with “fairy’s wing.” How does the language create a dreamlike world? 

 

26. Explain Gatsby’s attitude toward time. 

 

27. Look at the last three paragraph, beginning with “One autumn night….” 

 Which words contribute to the tone of mysterious excitement established in the first 

paragraph? 

 Explain the concept of “incarnation” in this passage. 

 

28. What is ideal about Gatsby’s dream? What is corrupt? 

 

Chapter 7 

 

29. How does Nick finally explain the charm of Daisy’s voice? In what sense, then, is Daisy 

connected to “His Father’s business, the service of a vast, vulgar and meretricious beauty”? 

 

30. What similar circumstance has been revealed both to Tom and to Wilson? 

 

31. Myrtle, watching Tom fill the car with gas, draws two wrong conclusions. What are they? 

 

32. Explain Nick’s fascination with Tom’s transition “from libertine to prig.” 

 

33. Myrtle is killed by a car. Whose car hits her? Who did she think was in the car? Why? 

 

34. Explain how the last two sentences of this chapter continue the theme of Gatsby’s dream. 

 

Chapter 8 

 

35. Look at the paragraph beginning with “But he didn’t despise himself and it didn’t turn out as 

he had imagined.” Particularly note the second sentence: “He had intended, probably, to take 

what he could and go—but now he found that he had committed himself to the following of a 

grail.” How does this allusion add meaning to the reader’s understanding of Gatsby’s dream? 

 

36. What simile in the paragraph beginning with “When they met again two days later it was 

Gatsby who was breathless, who was somehow betrayed” creates a suggestion about Daisy? 

 

37. What effect does Fitzgerald create in the paragraph beginning “For Daisy was young and her 

artificial world was redolent of orchids and pleasant, cheerful snobbery and orchestras which set 

the rhythm of the year, summing up the sadness and suggestiveness of life in new tunes”? 
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38. Why does Daisy marry Tom? Connect this to her “paralysis.” 

 

39. Explain this sentence: “But it was all going by too fast now for his [Gatsby’s] blurred eyes 

and he knew that he had lost that part of it, the freshest and the best, forever.” 

 

40. Read the paragraph beginning “I’ve always been glad I said that….” How does this 

paragraph extend the paradox of Nick’s feelings about Gatsby? 

 

41. Read this passage closely, beginning with this paragraph: “Wilson’s glazed eyes turned out to 

the ashheaps, where small grey clouds took on fantastic shape and scurried here and there in the 

faint dawn wind” and ending with “That’s an advertisement,” Michaelis assured him. What 

could this passage mean? (Remember the earlier comment, “He was a son of God….”) 

 

42. Who is that “ashen, fantastic figure gliding toward Gatsby through the amorphous trees”? 

 

43. Explain Fitzgerald’s use of the word “holocaust” in the last sentence of Chapter 8. 

 

Chapter 9 

 

44. Read the following from Benjamin Franklin’s autobiography: Franklin is speaking of his 

efforts to reach moral perfection:  
“It may be well my posterity should be informed that to this little artifice [his plan to reach perfection], 

with the blessing of God, their ancestor ow’d the constant felicity of his life, down to his seventy-ninth 

year in which this is written. What reverses may attend the remainder is in the hand of Providence: but if 

they arrive, the reflection on past happiness enjoy’d ought to help his bearing them with more 

resignation. To Temperance he ascribes his long-continued health, and what is still left to him of a good 

constitution; to Industry and Frugality, the early easiness of his circumstances and acquisition of his 

fortune, with all that knowledge that enabled him to be a useful citizen, and obtained for him some degree 

of reputation among the learned; to Sincerity and Justice, the confidence of his country, and the 

honorable employs it conferred upon him; and to the joint influence of the whole mass of the virtues, even 

in the imperfect state he was able to acquire them, all that evenness of temper, and that cheerfulness in 

conversation, which makes his company still sought for, and agreeable even to his younger acquaintance. 

I hope, therefore, that some of my descendants may follow the example and reap the benefits thereof.” 

What in this chapter relates to what Franklin has written? What is Fitzgerald suggesting? 

 

45. Nick is comparing the vitality of his West with his memory of the East. Look at the 

paragraph beginning “Even when the East excited me most….” Particularly the part following 

his mention of El Greco. What language creates the tone? What is the tone? What is the effect of 

this passage? 

 

46. Read the paragraph beginning with “I couldn’t forgive him or like him but I saw that what he 

had done was, to him, entirely justified.” Read especially the part about Daisy and Tom. Explain 

Nick’s point here, and connect it to his mention of the two things that Tom may be purchasing. 

How does this tie in to the “service of a vast, vulgar and meretricious beauty”? 

 

47. How do the last four paragraphs of the book, beginning with “Most of the big 

shore places were closed now” effectively connect the main ideas in the novel? 

  



                                                          Palmview High School English Department  9 
 

The Great Gatsby Essays 

 

Read the following prompts and choose one to write an essay that addresses the prompt respectfully and 

is supported with evidence from the text.  Essay must be written in MLA format, 12pt. font, double-

spaced, and be between 2-5 pages in length. 

 

1. “Many works of literature contain a character who intentionally deceives others. The character’s 

dishonesty may be intended either to help or to hurt. Such a character, for example, may choose 

to mislead others for personal safety, to spare someone’s feelings, or to carry out a crime. Choose 

a novel (The Great Gatsby) in which a character deceives others. Then, in a well-written essay, 

analyze the motives for that character’s deception and discuss how the deception contributes to 

the meaning of the work as a whole.  

 

2. One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in which you 

discuss how a character in The Great Gatsby struggles to free himself or herself from the power 

of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author 

uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work. You may choose one of the works 

listed or another work of comparable quality that is appropriate to the question. 

 
3. In many works of literature, past events can affect, positively or negatively, the present actions, 

attitudes, of values of a character.  Choose a novel (The Great Gatsby) in which a character must 

contend with some aspect of the past, either personal or societal.  Then write an essay in which 

you show how the character’s relationship to the past contributes to the meaning of the work as a 

whole.  
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PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NO LATER THAN MAY 24, 2018. 

 

Advanced Placement English Language & Composition / Dual Enrollment English 

Summer Reading Project 2018 

  

  

Student’s name (printed)     _____________________________________  

  

Student’s signature      _____________________________________  

  

Parent’s / guardian’s name (printed)  _____________________________________  

  

Parent’s / guardian’s signature   _____________________________________  

  

10th Grade English Teacher   _____________________________________  

  

Our signatures indicate the following:  

  

We have received the 11th Grade AP English Language and Composition / Dual Enrollment summer 

reading list and assignment.   We understand that this is to be the student’s work only and that no outside 

collaboration is permitted. ALL outside sources will be thoroughly documented. We further understand 

that to collaborate or failure to document sources will be considered plagiarism.  

  

  

 


