
Palmview High School 

2019 Required Summer Project  

10th grade 

Pre-AP English  

 

The summer reading project for the Palmview High School English Pre-AP program will consist of 

rhetorical appeals and respective assignments. This project must be completed before the semester for 

the English II course begins.  It will be collected within the first few days of the semester, whether 

Spring or Fall.   

 

Argument & Persuasion 

 

English II coursework, along with the AP curriculum, focuses on argument and persuasion in writing 

and literature.  To be able to analyze an argument, a reader must focus on an author’s methods of 

persuasion.   

 

I. Identifying Logos, Ethos and Pathos in Short Persuasive Texts 

 

In this portion of the project, the objective is to have students be able to identify the use of Aristotle’s 

Theory of Rhetoric in short excerpts of speeches and essays by analyzing each for the use of ethos, 

pathos, and logos.  

STEP 1: 

 Expand an understanding of ethos, pathos, and logos to begin to prepare to write an argument 

or persuasive text.  

 Read the chart underneath to define each rhetorical appeal.   

 Look at the examples that define each and the possible effect it has on an audience.   

 In order to complete the rest of the project, you will need to have a basic understanding of each 

of these appeals.   

 

ETHOS LOGOS PATHOS 
How to develop credibility—

convincing your audience you are 

likeable and worthy of respect 

How to appeal to logic—giving 

reasons to back up your claims 

How to appeal to emotion—

showing your audience why they 

should care and/or how they 

should feel 

 Language appropriate to 

audience and subject 

 Restrained, sincere, fair-minded 

presentation 

 Appropriate level of vocabulary 

 Correct grammar 

 

 Theoretical, abstract language  

 Literal and historical analogies  

 Definitions  

 Factual data and statistics  

 Quotations  

 Citations from experts and 

authorities  

 Informed opinions 

 Vivid, concrete language  

 Emotionally loaded language  

 Connotative meanings  

 Emotional examples  

 Vivid descriptions  

 Narratives of emotional events  

 Emotional tone  

 Figurative language 

EFFECT ON AUDIENCE EFFECT ON AUDIENCE EFFECT ON AUDIENCE  

Demonstrates author's reliability, 

competence, and respect for the 

audience's ideas and values 

through reliable and appropriate 

use of support and general 

accuracy.  

Evokes a thought provoking, 

rationale response. In other words, 

your argument makes sense.  

Evokes an emotional response.  

 



STEP 2: View https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1rtoP4l_yg George W. Bush 9-14-2001 speech at 

ground zero after the attack on the Twin Towers in New York City on September 11, 2001.  

 

Background Information:  

 George W. Bush has become notorious for being a poor orator. Many critics of Bush 

have bashed him for his verbal mistakes and for his choice of wording (Lowry, R., 2001; 

Lumpkin, B., 2002). He was even criticized for not speaking to the nation soon enough after the 

terrorist attacks on September 11. However, on September 14, he gave one of the best speeches 

of his life. He spoke only thirteen sentences and did so in only three minutes. 

 On September 14, Bush took a short helicopter tour of the devastated New York area 

and then walked between the piles of rubble. He talked with volunteers, firefighters, and police 

officers. Hearing chants of "USA! USA!" from the workers, Bush took hold of a bullhorn, 

climbed to the top of a small pile of rubble, and put his arm around a fire fighter. Here is a 

transcript of what happened: 

 

Transcript of the speech:  

CROWD: U.S.A.! U.S.A.! 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you all. I want you all to know -- 

Q: Can't hear you. 

THE PRESIDENT: I can't talk any louder. (Laughter.) I want you all to know that America 

today -- that America today is on bended knee in prayer for the people whose lives were lost 

here, for the workers who work here, for the families who mourn. This nation stands with the 

good people of New York City, and New Jersey and Connecticut, as we mourn the loss of 

thousands of our citizens.  

Q: I can't hear you.  

THE PRESIDENT: I can hear you. (Applause.) I can hear you. The rest of the world hears you. 

(Applause.) And the people who knocked these buildings down will hear all of us soon. 

(Applause.)  

CROWD: U.S.A.! U.S.A.!  

THE PRESIDENT: The nation sends its love and compassion to everybody who is here. Thank 

you for your hard work. Thank you for making the nation proud. And may God bless America. 

(Applause.)  

CROWD: U.S.A.! U.S.A.! (The President waves small American flag.) (Applause.) (nando.net, 

2001). 

 

Analyze Bush’s Speech: Identify a specific example of ethos, logos, and pathos from the speech. Write 

the example in the box and explain why it is an example of the rhetorical appeal.  

 

ETHOS LOGOS PATHOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U1rtoP4l_yg


STEP 3: First, read each of the excerpts from written arguments or persuasive texts found below. 

Next, circle the main idea of the text. Then, identify which persuasive technique was used and 

underline or highlight where in the text it was used.  

 

Text #1: Christopher Lasch, "The Lost Art of Political Argument" 

 

Let us begin with a simple proposition:  What democracy requires is public debate, not 

information.  Of course it needs information too, but the kind of information it needs can be generated 

only by vigorous popular debate.  We do not know what we need to know until we ask the right 

questions, and we can identify the right questions only by subjecting our ideas about the world to the 

test of public controversy.  Information, usually seen as the precondition of debate, is better 

understood as its by-product.  When we get into arguments that focus and fully engage our attention, 

we become avid seekers of relevant information.  Otherwise, we take in information passively--if we 

take it in at all.     

TECHNIQUE(S): _____________________________________________________ 

 

Text #2: Martin Luther King, Jr. "Letter from Birmingham Jail" 
 

My Dear Fellow Clergymen:  

    While confined here in Birmingham city jail, I came across your recent statement calling my 

present activities "unwise and untimely."...Since I feel that you are men of genuine good will and that 

your criticisms are sincerely set forth, I want to try to answer your statement in what I hope will be 

patient and reasonable in terms.  

      I think I should indicate why I am here in Birmingham, since you have been influenced by the 

view which argues against "outsiders coming in."...I, along with several members of my staff, am here 

because I was invited here.  I am here because I have organizational ties here.  

    But more basically, I am in Birmingham because injustice is here.  Just as the prophets of the eighth 

century B.C. left their villages and carried their "thus saith the Lord" far beyond the boundaries of 

their home towns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his village of Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus 

Christ to the far corners of the Greco-Roman world, so am I compelled to carry the gospel of freedom 

beyond my own home town.  Like Paul, I must constantly respond to the Macedonian call for aid.  

TECHNIQUE(S): ____________________________________________________ 

 

Text #3: James Garbarino "Children in a Violent World: A Metaphysical Perspective" 
 

For me, commentary on war zones at home and abroad begins and ends with personal 

reflections.  A few years ago, while watching the news in Chicago, a local news story made a personal 

connection with me.  The report concerned a teenager who had been shot because he had angered a 

group of his male peers.  This act of violence caused me to recapture a memory from my own 

adolescence because of an instructive parallel in my own life with this boy who had been shot.  When I 

was a teenager some thirty-five years ago in the New York metropolitan area, I wrote a regular column 

for my high school newspaper.  One week, I wrote a column in which I made fun of the fraternities in 

my high school.  As a result, I elicited the anger of some of the most aggressive teenagers in my high 

school.  A couple of nights later, a car pulled up in front of my house, and the angry teenagers in the 

car dumped garbage on the lawn of my house as an act of revenge and intimidation.  

 

 TECHNIQUE(S): ____________________________________________________ 



 

Text #4: Anonymous 

As your doctor, I have to tell you that if you don’t stop smoking, you’re going to die. 

 

 TECHNIQUE(S): ____________________________________________________ 

 

Text #5: Aristotle 

All men are mortal. Socrates is a man. Socrates is mortal.  

 

 TECHNIQUE(S): ____________________________________________________ 

 

SPEECH #1 Speech “America is not the greatest country in the world anymore” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPHSXUS0_1c  

 

 TECHNIQUE(S): ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

STEP 4: Arguing with Aristotle Email  

 

 Materials you will need: 3 different colored pencils, pens, or 

highlighters. 

 Make a key in the boxes to the right by coloring in the box with the 

corresponding color for that technique. 

 

Read the persuasive text. As you read, highlight or underline examples of pathos, ethos, and logos. 

Each should have a designated color. HINT: Every sentence in this text will be underlined with at least 

one color! 

 

The other night, we received this rather unexpected e-mail from our 14 year old son, reprinted here 

with his permission:  

Subject: Sorry to send this to you in an e-mail…  

 

I know re-registration for school is coming up, and I’m also aware how happy both you and Mommy 

are with me being there. The thing is, I have such amazing friends at the local public high school that 

(even though I may not show it all the time), I miss them so incredibly much, and I think about them 

every day wishing we had never split up. With such a perfect opportunity to continue our friendships 

together, it seems SO STUPID to me that we’re at different schools, when we could have all stayed 

together.  

 

Every day that I’m sitting in class and I go off into a daydream, I think of all the fun we could be 

having together, all the times we’re missing, just so that I can be at a private school with a good 

reputation. The truth is, the local public high school offers just as good Honors classes, it just has a 

worse reputation because of some of the kids that go there. Sure I’ve made new friends here, but I’ve 

been hanging out with them every day when I could be hanging out with my best friends every single 

day.  

 

I know you probably won’t believe me on this, but I decided to go here on a sort of an impulse, and 

because of the excitement of getting accepted in to such a well-spoken of school. I’ve been regretting 

that decision just about every day since the first day of school. I sort of feel like my friends’ and my 

relationships are splitting apart, just because of differences between schedules.  

 

KEY Color 

ETHOS  

LOGOS  

PATHOS  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPHSXUS0_1c


Also, don’t think that sending me to a private school is going to keep me out of drugs. I mean let’s be 

serious: high schools will have ample amounts of drugs no matter where I go, and I’m tired of all the 

racism, popularity contests, and disputes over who has more money. I’ve met at least twenty freshmen 

that lost their virginity in middle school, and apparently where I go to school it’s cool to do drugs, put 

down others for not doing so, and so on and so forth. I’ve already found out that there’s no such thing 

as a perfect school, and whether it be a private or public school is just based on which families have 

more money.  

 

Now, don’t think I believe that none of this won’t happen anywhere else, because I’m not stupid. It just 

seems crazy for me not to go to a school with people I’ve known for so long, because these last four 

years are my last ones before we all split up for good.  

I know there are grammatical errors in here, it might not flow very well, and I probably jumped around 

quite a lot, but I just want to say that this came from the heart, and I mean everything I said. Please just 

talk to each other about this. Sorry that I sent it in an e-mail rather than in person, but I just thought I 

could say what I wanted on here without being interrupted. 

 

STEP 5:  Read President Obama’s Commencement Speech at Morehouse College 

 

Read the text and analyze it for the techniques used to persuade the audience. You may find the text at 

the following website: https://rollingout.com/2013/05/20/president-barack-obama-delivers-

commencement-address-to-morehouse-colleges-2013-graduates-transcript/2/ 

 

Speech : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e50Tt9qJRQk 

 

I. Identify the main idea or purpose of the speech.  

 

 

 

 

II. Analyze Obama’s Speech: Identify at least three specific examples of each of Aristotle’s 

rhetorical strategies—ethos, logos, and pathos. Cite the appeal and evidence from the text 

for each example.  

ETHOS LOGOS PATHOS 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

https://rollingout.com/2013/05/20/president-barack-obama-delivers-commencement-address-to-morehouse-colleges-2013-graduates-transcript/2/
https://rollingout.com/2013/05/20/president-barack-obama-delivers-commencement-address-to-morehouse-colleges-2013-graduates-transcript/2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e50Tt9qJRQk


 

STEP 6: Read Mark Twain’s essay “Advice to Youth.” You may locate the essay at:  

http://people.virginia.edu/~jdk3t/TwainAY.htm 

 

I. Identify the purpose of the essay  

The purpose of this essay is to 

 

 

 

  

II. Identify the main points Twain makes. Then, provide one example, or piece of evidence, he 

uses to support his main point. 

 

MAIN POINT=REASON EVIDENCE=EXAMPLE 

1. 

 

 

 

 

2. 

 

 

 

 

3. 

 

 

 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

5. 

 

 

 

 

6. 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Identity identify one example of each rhetorical appeal Twain uses.   

 

ETHOS LOGOS PATHOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://people.virginia.edu/~jdk3t/TwainAY.htm


PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM NO LATER THAN MAY 22, 2019. 

 

Palmview High School English Department 

Pre-AP English  

Summer Reading Project 2019 

  

  

Student’s name (printed)     _____________________________________  

  

Student’s signature      _____________________________________  

  

 

 

Parent’s / guardian’s name (printed)  _____________________________________  

  

Parent’s / guardian’s signature  _____________________________________  

 

 

  

9th Grade English Teacher   _____________________________________  

  

Our signatures indicate the following:  

  

 We have received the 10th Pre-AP summer assignment.    

 We understand that this is to be the student’s work only and that no outside collaboration is 

permitted.  

 ALL outside sources will be thoroughly documented.  

 We further understand that to collaborate or failure to document sources will be considered 

plagiarism.  

 Additionally, we acknowledge that the project will be due within the first two days of the 

course, regardless of the semester, Spring 2019 or Fall 2020.     

  

 


