
  Summer Reading  
  for English AP & Pre-AP 

Summer Reading & Dia-Logs: To begin this journey, you will need to complete a summer 
reading assignment which includes a Dia-Log for a novel.  (The grades below indicate where you 
will be next year.) 

• Grade 10, Funny in Farsi by Firoozeh Dumas  
• Grade 11, The Great Gatsby by F. Scot Fitzgerald.   
• Grade 12, Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

Once known as Dialectical Journals, we now refer to them as Dia-Logs because as we complete them, 
we are dialoguing with the novel/author.  On the partial journal entry for June 6, 2018 included below, 
notice that the title and author appear on the first page of the entries for that novel to distinguish them 
from other reading selection entries. 

Entries are dated so you can evaluate your state of mind for that time, and so you can keep track of 
your reading for the day, week, etc.   

Use whatever divisions the author uses to identify your entries; don’t forget page numbers (as per 
the MLA format) in doing so.   

Actual entries have two main parts: the concrete detail (quotes or para-phrasings from the selection) 
and commentary (responses to the concrete details).  When quoting from the books, use quotation 
marks to differentiate from paraphrasing.   

Select one quotation or passage for approximately every 15 pages. Respond to the quotations, focus 
on the ways in which the author uses language to create an effect. What is it about the language that 
stands out and makes the passage distinctive? How does the passage reflect the author’s style and 
reveal larger themes of the work? I expect responses to be developed thoughtfully and intellectually. 
Responses should be approximately 30 words in length. 

Also notice that the commentary/responses may take other forms: reflections on the way the author 
uses terminology (word choice and syntax), revelations concerning elements of literature 
(characterization, plot development, symbolism, foreshadowing, etc.), questions about meaning, 
personal remarks on how you felt about the passage, and/or personal connections/reactions to the 
passage.  You might also raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text, discuss the 
ideas or actions of the author or a character, tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences, 
write about what it makes you think or feel, argue with or speak to the character or author.   

The first two entries below are quotes, the third is a paraphrase. 
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The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand 
06-06-18 

Part One—Peter Keating 

Chapter 1 

“Howard Roark laughed. --what an opener.  This says quite a bit about 
He stood naked at the edge of a cliff. Roark’s character: he laughs at life—danger  
The lake lay far below.” (15) and all.  And, he faces life with few inhibitions.  
 Rand selects her words very carefully. 
 

“He stepped to the edge, raised his  Rand certainly has a way with words.  She 
arms, and dived down into the sky accentuates the height by stating that he doesn’t  
below.” (16) jump directly into the lake, but first has to dive 
 through a portion of the sky. 
 

Mrs. Keating delivers the message The woman is gloating at Roark’s predicament 
to Roark from “the Dean” and is  and is easily impressed by position as Rand 
annoyed by his lack of response, indicates with the  Capitalization of the title— 
Roark’s that is. (17-18) “the Dean”.   What is also interesting is her 
 annoyance at Roark’s “lack of response.” 
 
Note: There is no need to type your Dia-Logs.  I did so here for the sake of legibility.   

Please use 8½ by 11½ inch paper with hole punches. 

 

 


