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You will be participating in an Ishmael evaluation. I am providing you with the “essential 

questions.”  I will choose two of the questions, and you will choose three of them.  You will write 

all five during the assessment on Friday.  Please be as specific as possible, using examples from 

the book when necessary. 

 
 

1. Discuss, specifically, the various roles of Ishmael and the narrator in the book.  What 

philosophical and metaphorical purposes does each of them serve? 
 

2. As fully as you can, explain what Ishmael means by “Mother Culture,” and “her” 

relationships to us as individuals. 
 

3. Explain and discuss the meaning of THREE of the following stories:  a) the jellyfish 

story; b) The Taker Thunderbolt; c) Cain and Abel; d) The Tree of Knowledge of Good 

and Evil; e) The story of Ishmael (Old Testament). 
 

4. According to Ishmael, what three specific ingredients make up a culture?  Which of the 

three do you think is most important? 
 

5. Discuss FOUR important differences between Leaver cultures and Taker cultures, 

according to the book.  (You may want to provide specific examples of the two cultures 

in your answer.) 
 

6. Explain the historical importance of our agricultural revolution, according to Ishmael.  

How, specifically, did it change society? 
 

7. Toward the end of the book, the narrator says that people “need a vision of the world and 

of themselves that inspires them.”  What are the specific ingredients of that vision, 

according to Ishmael and the narrator? 
 

8. Why did the author choose a gorilla and not a cockroach for Ishmael? 
 

9. What do you think of the “tricks” Ishmael talks about? 
 

10. Ishmael claims one expertise.  What is it?  Relate this expertise to lessons shared in the 

story of Bwana.  What is Bwana’s basic fear of Leaver cultures? 
 

11. What is the significance of the two maps is Ishmael’s story of the Leavers and Takers? 

 

 12. There was a sign in Ishmael’s “cage”.  On one side it read – “With Man gone, will there  

hope  for Gorilla?”  On the other side it read – “With Gorilla gone, will there be hope for 

Man?” After having read the book explain the significance of the two sayings. What do 

they mean?   

 

 

 


