
Half the Sky Book Study 

Reading Timeline 

Chapters Completed by: 

Introduction-Chapter 3 1-10-14 

Chapters 4-7 1-24-14 

Chapters 8-11 2-14-14 

Chapters 12-14 2-28-14 

 

While you are actively reading Half the Sky, you should be taking notes on each chapter.    The key issues 

in Half the Sky are: 

 Gender-based Violence 

 Sex Trafficking 

 Maternal Mortality 

 Access to Education for Girls 

 Economic Empowerment 

 

I have listed below possible topics that you could use as to guide your notetaking process. 

 What is the issue? 

 Why is it an issue? 

 How does it affect women? 

 What role does culture play in the issue? *culture includes religion* 

 What role (if any) does government play in the issue? 

 What is the global impact of the issue? 

 What are possible solutions to the issue? 

 How are individuals/groups attempting to address the issue?  

Your note format is your choice, but you must be actively reading and taking notes on the book.  You 

will be submitting your notes to me on the dates indicated in the chart.   

 

 

 

 

 



Half the Sky Final Project 

Scenario: 
You are scheduled to give a speech in front of the members of the United Nations General Assembly.  

Understanding that all of the issues discussed in Half the Sky demand global attention, you are to 

persuade the UN that your particular women’s issue demands greater funding than the others. 

 

Directions: 

STEP 1:  Choose a focus. 

The key issues in Half the Sky are: 

 Gender-based Violence 

 Sex Trafficking 

 Maternal Mortality 

 Access to Education for Girls 

 Economic Empowerment of Women 

 

STEP 2:  Additional Research 

You need to research your topic beyond the information provided in Half the Sky.  You must prepare an 

annotated bibliography of at least 5 additional sources beyond the book to incorporate into your 

speech.  Your annotated bibliography is due on Friday, March 21.   

 

STEP 3:  Prepare Speech 

Upon completing your research, you need to prepare a persuasive speech to be presented before the 

UN General Assembly.  The speech needs to explain your issue and why it needs more funding from the 

UN.  It needs to incorporate information learned from the book as well as your additional research.  

Most importantly, it needs to be persuasive!  Your speech is due on Friday, March 28. 

 

STEP 4:  Speak before the UN 

We will have sign-ups for the speeches.  Sign-ups will be completed through email.  The speeches will be 

presented the week of March 31.    

Grading 

Notes – 20% 

Annotated Bibliography – 10% 

Written Speech – 50% 

Speech - 30% 

 

*Adapted from Cynthia Cullen “Integrating Literature into AP Human Geography,” NCGE, 2014. 

 


