
La Joya High School  

Summer Reading: English 4 AP Literature and 
Composition 

 

 

 

Summer Reading Selection: 

 Frankenstein or the Modern Prometheus by Mary Shelley 

 All students must purchase their own copy (any edition) of the novel.  

 
As you read you will explore literary elements and deduct educated conclusions based 

on close reading of the text. Structure, style, characterization, themes as well as the use of 
figurative language such as imagery, symbols, and tone should all be considered and 
thoroughly explored. In addition, you will develop your writing skills as you express and 
expand your ideas through the writing of an analytical essay on a topic of your choice.   

 



 The English 4 AP Literature and Composition Exam is heavily theme based. This 
provided, you will read this novel with this as the most vital component of your reading.  

THEME: 

Theme is defined as a universal message about life or human nature. A theme is not a single 
word such as “love.” The novel may deal with the abstract concept of love, but to arrive at the 
theme, you must first think about what the author is saying about love. For example, a complete 
theme may be expressed as: “love can be a destructive force that impairs one’s judgement.” 

 

As you read think of themes that Mary Shelley is exploring. Keep in mind that a novel of 
literary merit has several different themes; therefore, you may come up with a few different 
messages the author is conveying with her writing.  

 

Assignment(s): 

1.  

As you read, you are expected to take detailed notes. Annotations should reflect your 
learning style. Examples of acceptable formats include (A) using tape flags or sticky notes (B) 
writing in the margins of your personal copy of the book or (C) keeping a reflective journal.  

While reading the summer novel, students need to annotate (highlight and make notes in 
the margins) the text.  

Annotation Requirements:  

 Personal reactions/questions/predictions while reading (this should be thorough, with 
no chapter left out). 

 Explain how the information from the novel’s chapters add meaning to the event(s) of 
the novel as a whole.  

Annotation helpful hints:  

-Words and phrases that stand out to you  

-Important scenes or key sections of dialogue  

-Character descriptions, motivations, and flaws  



-Key decisions characters make  

-Sections that are confusing for you  

-Inferences you make while reading  

-Connections you make to your personal life  

-Symbols, themes, topics  

-Literary devices (flashbacks, foreshadowing, sub-plots) used  

-Figurative language (allusions, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.) used effectively Trust in 
your ability to discern and understand what is going on in the text. You will have far more 
original ideas that any online source. 

 2.  

 Novels are driven and the world created by the author is explored by characters. It is 
through their eyes and perspective that we view and judge actions, situations, and specific 
events that unfold within the novel; therefore, without in-depth knowledge of the characters, 
the universal themes explored can be misguided. Your second assignment is the following: 

 You will create a character map of each of the following characters: 

 Victor Frankenstein  

 The Monster  

 Robert Walton  

 Alphonse Frankenstein 

 Justine Moritz 

 The Peasants 

 William Frankenstein  

For each character you must present the following neatly, one page per character: Physical 
appearance of character, character’s background, personality of character, motivations, 
behavior and specific actions, weaknesses, strengths, and character arcs (did the character go 
through any change as the novel progressed?). Be as specific as possible.  

3.  



As you read each chapter, write a brief summary that describes events that happened 
within that specific chapter. (This part of the assignment may contain various chapters and 
summaries per page as long as the task is completed properly.) 

4.   

 Refer back to theme definition on page 2.  

 The following themes are prevalent in the novel: 

 The Dangers of Knowledge 

 The Healing Power of Nature 

 Monstrosity 

 Appearances 

 Society’s Corrupting Power and Influence 

 Revenge  

 For each of the themes presented you must express your thoughts on how it appears in 
the novel. For example, “monstrosity can is evident in the novel through the description of the 
monster (explain), the actions of Victor Frankenstein (explain), and society’s treatment of the 
monster (Explain).”  

 5.   

 Analytical Essay: 

 As you read the novel the theme of monstrosity becomes exceedingly evident. You 
assignment is to decide who you think the monster in the novel is. Is it the monster? Is it Victor? 
Is it society? In a 1-1 1/2 page paper express and defend your thoughts while keeping the novel 
as your only source.  


