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Alliances in The Hunger Games 
Introduction:  During Hunger Games, Katniss, Gale, Peeta, and others must form alliances for varying reasons.  
An alliance means that “someone’s got your back” and you will stand up for them also.  Why would Katniss 
(and the others) want to form alliances? 
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Time Required: 50 minutes 

Suggested Grade Levels: 6-9 

Objectives: 

 The students will compare the types of alliances through notes and then discussion based on The Hunger 
Games. 

 The students will analyze alliances in The Hunger Games by determining the best type (s) of alliance for 
each grouping of characters. 

 The students will define alliances and give the pros and cons for joining in alliances through discussion 
and a chart. 

Virginia Standards of Learning: 

WG.9a The student will analyze the global patterns and networks of economic 
interdependence by identifying factors, including comparative advantage, 
that influence economic activities and trade. 

WG.9b The student will analyze the global patterns and networks of economic 
interdependence by describing ways that economic and social interactions 
have changed over time. 

WG.10b The student will analyze how the forces of conflict and cooperation affect 
the division and control of the Earth’s surface by analyzing ways 
cooperation among political jurisdictions is used  to solve problems and 
settle disputes. 

 

Materials: 

 Copies of the worksheets (page 3 & 4 of this document) 

Procedure: 

1. Note to the teacher: This lesson should not be done prior to reading Chapter 21 as the students will be 
asked about an alliance with Thresh. 

2. As the daily warm-up have the students fill in the pro/con chart about forming an alliance with other 
tributes.   

3. Go over the pros and cons to forming an alliance with the other tributes. By this point in The Hunger 
Games the students will be able to come up with many ideas. 
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4. As a class, come up with a definition of alliance.  A definition I like is “a formal agreement between two 
or more countries for long-term objectives that further the interests of the members.”  Then discuss the 
following parts: formal agreement, long-term objectives, and interests of the members.  This is where 
you need to relate the concept of alliances to countries in the world. 

5. Now work with the students on reasons why countries form alliances.  The four main reasons are listed 
in the chart below. 
Type of Alliance Purpose of the Alliance 
Economic Trade and currency 
Military For protection 
Cultural Share similar values and languages (human cultural features) 
Political Share similar government structures and beliefs 
 

6. Once the students understand the differences between the types of alliances have them flip to page 2 of 
the worksheet and determine which type of alliance each character utilized in the book.  The studetns 
will also need to explain why those characters wanted an alliance.  I usually have the students work on 
this part in groups of 2. 

7. Then go over the answers as a class.  Several times there will be more than one choice as an answer. 
8. Have the students then work on the final alliance question and then go over it.  Keep in mind that 

Switzerland, Foxface, and Katniss (for a little bit) worked alone so as not to owe anything to other 
countries/tributes. 
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Hunger Games – Alliances 

Do Now:  Fill in the following chart about alliances. 

 Alternative 1 
Join other tributes in an alliance 

Alternative 2 
Do NOT join other tributes in an 

alliance 

Benefits 
Advantages 

or 
Good Points  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Costs 
Disadvantages 

or 
Bad Points 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alliance: 

 

Type of Alliance Purpose of the alliance 
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Fill in the following chart based on the Hunger Games. 

Alliance Type of Alliance Why should this alliance exist? 

Katniss – Gale   

Katniss & Gale – 
Greasy Sae 

  

Katniss & Peeta – 
Haymitch 

  

Katniss – Cinna   

Career Tributes – 1, 2, 
& 4 

  

Peeta - Careers   

Katniss – Rue   

District 3 landmine 
boy - Careers 

  

Katniss - Peeta   

Katniss - Thresh   

Final Alliance Question: 

Why did Foxface choose not to be in an alliance?  Why did she want to work alone? 

 

Relate Foxface to Switzerland and the idea of neutrality. 
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Fill in the following chart based on the Hunger Games.   

Alliance Type of Alliance Why should this alliance exist? 

Katniss – Gale All 4 
Economic – hunted food to trade, Military – for 

protection while hunting, Political – had same beliefs 
about Capitol, Cultural – same background in District 12 

Katniss & Gale – 
Greasy Sae 

Economic They traded food from their hunting expeditions at the 
Hob. 

Katniss & Peeta – 
Haymitch 

Military, Cultural Protection in the arena, similar beliefs and ideas from 
District 12 

Katniss – Cinna Military, Cultural Protection in presentation, similar beliefs about the 
games 

Career Tributes – 1, 2, 
& 4 

Military, Political, Cultural Protection, Similar government structure and belief in 
the Hunger Games 

Peeta - Careers Military 
Protection for Katniss (not really economic even though 

Peeta was supposed to be giving them information 
about Katniss) 

Katniss – Rue Military, Cultural Protection, similar belief in the Hunger Games and 
similar feelings about the culture in their districts 

District 3 landmine 
boy - Careers 

Military, Economic Protection, exchange of landmines to protect the food 
for food to eat 

Katniss - Peeta Military, Cultural Protection, similar values and beliefs of district 12 

Katniss - Thresh Military (Cultural) Protection, could be argued to be cultural as Thresh 
spared Katniss since she was an ally for Rue 

Final Alliance Question: 

Why did Foxface choose not to be in an alliance?  Why did she want to work alone?  She did not want to work with 
others in case they turned on her.  She was able to gather what she needed without help from others.  Creating alliances 
means that someone then becomes your enemy. 

Relate Foxface to Switzerland and the idea of neutrality.  Switzerland is able to trade with all groups rather than 
being confined by certain alliance regulations.  If Foxface later decided to form an alliance she had not made 
enemies with any group. 


