
The Greater Texas Foundation awarded 
La Joya ISD’s College and Career Center a 
JFF (Jobs for the Future) grant of $895,000 
to help more students be on a path to 
postsecondary education. JFF will bring its 
evidence-based Back on Track to College 
model to five programs across Texas who 
serve youths who have veered off track from 
the road to high school graduation. 

Each program will receive funds and 
intensive training to build bridges to 
postsecondary credentials – ensuring that 
students will not only complete their high 
school diploma or GED, but will CONTINUE 
their education to prepare for fulfilling 
careers.

“As a student who is also a mother, I am 
grateful for the new opportunities that I am 
receiving at the College & Career Center. 
The fact that I will be able to graduate from 
high school, obtain a career certification as 
a medical assistant, and be college ready is 
amazing,” stated College & Career Center 
student, Blanca Recendez.

Greater Texas Foundation’s vision is for all 
Texas students to have equal opportunity 
to access and succeed in postsecondary 
education. That includes students who 
do not follow the traditional timeline to 
complete their high school diploma credits. 
It is known that a clear path forward and 
a strong support system are critical for 
students to complete a postsecondary 
credential with market value, and La Joya 
ISD is 100% on board with this mission.

“We are extremely excited to partner 
with Jobs for the Future. This merging 
of educational tools will play a vital role 
in guiding our students to successful 
postsecondary education and careers,” 
added Ms. Maria Leal, LJISD Grant 
Coordinator.

Colleges from across the US benefit from 
the assistance that JFF provides through 
their national network, which covers proven 
practices that help more students earn 
credentials that lead to good jobs.

“The Jobs for the Future and Greater 

Texas Foundation grant will allow the 
College and Career Center to develop 
NEW postsecondary-or career- success 
opportunities, improve the college and 
career readiness curriculum and instruction, 
and create a system of first-year college 
support for College & Career Center 
graduates,” said Mr. Ronny Cabrera, 
Principal of the College & Career Center.

 “JFF is thrilled to be working with schools 
and programs that are committed to 
building pathways to postsecondary 
credentials for their students and we see 
great potential to improve the life prospects 
of these young people through the Back 
on Track to College model.” - Lili Allen, 
Associate Vice President, JFF

Participating organizations that received 
this grant include American Youth Works 
in Austin, Fort Worth CAN Academy, 
Westcreek Restore Education in San 
Antonio, Goodwill Excel Center in Austin 
and La Joya ISD College and Career Center 
in the Rio Grande Valley.

La Joya ISD is 1 of 5 Organizations 
in State to be awarded grant from 
Greater Texas Foundation

Dr. Saenz Middle School migrant lab 
teacher, Mr. Joel Estrada, received the 2018 
AMET Service Award-Educator. This award is 
given to professional educators who actively 
participate and provide outstanding support 
to migrant education.

As a former migrant student working in the 
sugar fields of Nebraska, Mr. Estrada gained 
a realistic perspective early on that nothing 
in life comes easy. “One has to work hard 
to get ahead,” Estrada stated. He has also 
experienced farm work in the Rio Grande 
Valley, harvesting various crops throughout 
his lifetime. “I understand the trials of our 
migrant students and can identify with their 
struggles - specifically of adjusting to differ-
ent environments.” 

Estrada sponsors the migrant club at his 
campus where club members conduct 
several enrichment activities throughout 
the school year including a food drive and 
acquiring resources and services for needy 
families. Estrada believes that having stu-
dents participate in such activities fosters a 

positive attitude towards having a generous 
temperament in an age when students are 
trying to find their identity. 

In addition, Mr. Estrada focuses on pre-
paring 6th graders to achieve the STAAR 
thru enrichment mathematics lessons, and 
helps 8th graders with high school credits 
in Health. He mainly centers on providing 
services for migrant students that target 
the core content area in which the students 
may be failing or falling behind in. He is also 
involved in conducting home visits along-

side the Migrant Social Worker, and makes 
frequent contact with parents.

Key points that Mr. Estrada stresses to his 
students is participation and attendance. 
He takes pride in encouraging and pro-
moting positive attitudes for his students 
who will eventually become contributing 
members of this community. 

Congratulations to Mr. Estrada on this state 
accomplishment! La Joya ISD wishes you 
continued success.

Excellence in Migrant Education

2nd Annual Walk Across the Stage Conference

A high school student at La Joya ISD has 
big dreams for her future as she makes 
a name for herself in the boxing world. 
Ruby Navarro is a 9th grade student 
at the Academy of Health Science 
Professions & STEM and has her mind set 
on representing USA Boxing in the 2024 
Olympics, in a male-dominated sport.

Navarro, has been developing the skills to 
battle in the ring since the age of 11, while 
continuing to excel in the classroom. She’s an 
honor roll student with hopes of becoming 
an endocrinologist in diabetes for children.

“At a young age I was diagnosed with 
Type 1 Diabetes and I would really like to 
be a role model for young children with 
diabetes and show them that anything is 
possible even with a medical condition,” 
Navarro said. 

Navarro’s skills in the ring are undeni-
able as she works hard in hopes to make 
the boxing Olympic team one day. Her 
prospects are high, her training workouts 
are vigorous, and her commitment is 
unshakable. She trains for hours at the 
gym with other boxing hopefuls, putting 
in long hours while studying before and 
after workouts to keep up with school.

“For me to make it big in such a short peri-
od of time would prove that hard work pays 
off, and I would set the example for others,”

Navarro competes at the National level 
reigning her the best in her division. She 
currently competes in the 132 pounds 
weight class and given her results she is at 
the top of her A game.

COMPETITIONS:

• 2016 junior Olympic prep national & 
youth open national championships 
1st place (13-14) intermediate female 
132 pounds 

• 2017 use boxing prep junior Olympics 
& youth open national championships 
1st place (13-14) intermediate female 
132 pounds 

• 2017 elite qualifier regional open 
national championships  
1st place (13-14) intermediate female 
132 pounds 

• 2017 use boxing elite & youth nation-
al championships and junior open 
1st place (13-14) intermediate female 
132 pounds 

• 2018 use boxing western elite qualifi-
er national open championships 

• 1st place (13-14) intermediate female 
132 pounds 

• 2018 use boxing junior Olympics prep 
national & youth open championships 
1st place (13-14) intermediate female 
132 pounds 

• 2018 use boxing eastern elite quali-
fier & national open championships 
1st place (13-14) intermediate female 
132 pounds 

• 2018 use boxing elite & youth nation-
al championships and junior open 
1st place (15-16) junior female 132 
pounds 

• Rank1 132lbs Junior Division
• 2019 October 2-October 13 Repre-

senting Team USA in Bulgaria-Balkan 
Cup International Tournament

Though the sport of boxing may not be 
for everyone, there is a good chance our 
community will become a fan of La Joya’s 
own Ruby Navarro. She’s an athlete who 
values her education as much as her sport 
and works just as hard in the classroom as 
she does in the ring – seeking to repre-
sent USA Boxing in the 2024 Olympics.

We want to wish Ruby the best of luck in 
her boxing Olympic journey. 

Ruby Navarro

La Joya ISD 
Student Boxer 
Dreams Big

The Dropout Prevention Department at 
La Joya ISD, whose mission is to remove 
barriers for students who face challenges 
in completing their high school education, 
sponsored a great event focused on 
this very goal. For the second year, the 
department hosted the “Walking Across 
the Stage” conference at the central office 
administration building for 50 West and 50 
East Academy senior students.

“These students have close to 60 days until 
their graduation and this conference serves 
as motivation for them to keep on going, 
and to not give up,” said department 
coordinator Bertha Perez. “Additionally, 
our guests presenters’ purpose is to inform 
the participants that education doesn’t 
end after they get their diploma – that it 
continues!”

The conference, made up of 3 sessions, 
included Humberto Perez Zuniga from 
South Texas College, Danny Diaz - the 
district FAFSA/TASFA specialist, and Aliver 
Lozano from the University of Texas RGV. 

They each spoke about career pathways 
available at the post-secondary level, along 
with industry certifications that may also be 
an option. Mr. Diaz was able to provide the 
students with information on how to get 
financial aid, scholarships, and grants that 
can help them pursue their passions.

A very inspiring dialogue also took place 
that consisted of 3 panel speakers: 
Mr. Everardo Villarreal, Ms. Briseida 
Gonzalez, and Ms. Alexis Portillo. In this 
open discussion, personal struggles 
and achievements were shared by the 
guests who could relate with the trials 

and tribulations of the students in the 
audience, and who told of how they 
overcame them to finally succeed. 

“Each year this half day conference gets 
better and better. We tailor the topics 
based on the students’ feedback and so we 
aim to keep providing useful information 
and to continue looking for ways to inspire 
all students, but especially those who just 
need a little extra push,” added Perez. “At 
the end of the day, we intend to graduate 
students who will be productive citizens of 
this community and who will give back to 
those who invested in them.”



Dear La Joya ISD Students, Parents, Staff, 
and Community,

I would like to take this opportunity to say 
how honored I am to serve as your Interim 
Superintendent of Schools. Throughout 
my tenure in the district, I have learned 
that the tradition of excellence that 
exists is due to the wonderful people of 
our community and the hard work of our 
students and staff. 

As Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 
and Instruction, I have worked with our La 
Joya Independent School District family 
and community for many years and take 
great pride in the achievements we have 
made together.

I deeply believe in a quality education 
for all students. La Joya ISD is known 
not only for our academic excellence and 
extracurricular programs, but also for 
the positive and healthy relationships we 
have fostered between staff, students, 
and the community. I take very seriously 
that you have entrusted your child to our 
care. Our staff is here to ensure that every 
student receives the best in educational 
opportunities to be prepared for college, 
career, and military success. 

Teaching and learning are my passion 
and the reason why I have dedicated my 

professional career to public education. 
My goal is to maintain and grow a rigorous 
teaching and learning environment that 
provides every student with a sense of 
belonging while helping students to grow 
intellectually, emotionally and socially.

I am excited about this opportunity to 
serve as your Interim Superintendent and 
thank you for your trust and confidence.

With great pride,

Dr. Gisela Saenz

District Vision:
Educational Excellence:

The Right of Every Student

District Mission:
La Joya Independent School District is committed to providing Educational 

Excellence through rigor, relevance, relationships and personal responsibility. 

We are the integral part of learning where students become successful and 

productive contributors to our global society. We embrace, with passion, the 

commitment to continuous improvement, collaboration and accountability that 

will allow our students to imprint the world.

District Philosophy:
La Joya Independent School District is dedicated to the belief that in order 

for all students to attain mastery of the instructional goals, there must be a 

district-wide commitment to constant renewal according to the most effective 

practices and procedures in the most current research findings. In order to 

operationalize this philosophy in the most comprehensive and organized 

manner, the district has adopted The Quality District Model. The district’s 

Mission Statement, Foundation Beliefs and Desired Exit Behaviors: Student 

Learner Outcomes, exemplify this philosophy.

Dear La Joya ISD Community,

I am honored to introduce myself as your new School 
Board President and look forward to working alongside 
you---our community of parents, students, partners, 
staff and employees as we prepare our students for 
academic excellence. With the arrival of spring, we 
welcome the warmer weather and the many spring 
activities, programs, and events that our students, 
teachers, and staff are preparing for, as you will see in 
this issue of El Noticiero.

Just like the changing seasons, we at La Joya ISD have 
recently experienced a few changes with newly elected school 
board officers and new leadership in administration. Our 
new school board officers are Vice-President, Alex Cantu and 
Secretary, Esperanza “Espie” Ochoa. On behalf of the school 
board, I would like to welcome our Interim Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Gisela Saenz.  A veteran educator and 
administrator at La Joya ISD, Dr. Saenz has dedicated her 
career to expanding educational opportunities and most 
recently served as our district’s Assistant Superintendent of 
Curriculum & Instruction. 

These next few months of the semester will be a busy one 
for our students and teachers across the district as we began 
preparing for testing, end of year exams, graduation, and 
begin the final planning phases for our new designated 
specialty campuses, which will launch in Fall 2019. Our school 
board is proud of the many accomplishments of our students, 
teachers, and staff! We are especially thankful for you---our 
outstanding community of parents, volunteers, and staff who 
support us and work alongside us to ensure that every student 
at La Joya ISD is college, career, and workforce ready.

- Claudia Ochoa

2 EL NOTICIERO ISSUE 7

SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Claudia Ochoa, President

Alejandro “Alex” Cantu, Vice-President

Esperanza “Espie” Ochoa, Secretary

Oscar “Coach” Salinas, Member

Nereyda Cantu, Member

Mary T. Hernandez, Member

Armin Garza, Member

ADMINISTRATION

Dr. Gisela Saenz
Interim Superintendent of Schools

Mr. Ricardo Villarreal
Asst. Superintendent for Student Services

Dr. Anysia Treviño
Asst. Superintendent for Human Resources

Mr. Jose Luis Morin
Asst. Superintendent for Operations

Mr. Joel Treviño
Asst. Superintendent for Administration & Finance

DR. GISELA SAENZ
Interim Superintendent of Schools

Follow us on 
social media!

@lajoyaisd

SUPERINTENDENT'S CORNER

Estimados estudiantes, padres, personal 
y comunidad de La Joya ISD,

Quisiera aprovechar esta oportunidad 
para expresar al gran honor que sien-
to servirles como su Superintendente 
Interina de Escuelas. A lo largo de mi 
estancia en el distrito, he aprendido que 
la tradición de excelencia que existe 
se debe a las maravillosas personas de 
nuestra comunidad y al arduo trabajo de 
nuestros estudiantes y personal.

Como Superintendente Asistente de 
Currículo e Instrucción, he trabajado con 
la comunidad y la familia del Distrito Es-
colar Independiente de La Joya durante 
muchos años y estoy muy orgullosa de 
los logros que hemos conseguido juntos.

Creo profundamente en una educación 
de calidad para todos los estudiantes. La 
Joya ISD es conocido no solo por nuestra 
excelencia académica y nuestros pro-
gramas extracurriculares, sino también 
por las relaciones positivas y saludables 
que hemos fomentado entre el personal, 

los estudiantes y la comunidad.  Tomo 
muy en serio que haiga confiado a su hijo 
(a) a nuestro cuidado. Nuestro person-
al está aquí para garantizar que cada 
estudiante reciba las mejores oportuni-
dades educativas para estar preparado 
para el éxito universitario, profesional y 
militar.

La enseñanza y el aprendizaje son mi 
pasión y la razón por la que he dedicado 
mi carrera profesional a la educación 
pública. Mi objetivo es mantener y desar-
rollar un entorno riguroso de enseñanza y 
aprendizaje que brinda a cada estudiante 
un sentido de pertenencia al tiempo que 
ayuda a los estudiantes a crecer intelectu-
al, emocional y socialmente.

Estoy entusiasmada con esta oportuni-
dad de servir como su Superintendente 
Interina y le agradezco su confianza.

Con gran orgullo,

Dr. Gisela Saenz

PUBLIC RELATIONS STAFF
Lilliana Salgado
Public Relations &
Communications Coordinator

Blanca E. Cantú
Public Information Officer

Tony Salas
Multimedia Specialist

Glafira Garza
Public Information Secretary

Alyssa D. Peña
Open Records Clerk/Receptionist

SUBMISSIONS
El Noticiero publishes information 
and events related to La Joya ISD 
students and staff. Articles for 
publication or distribution must 
adhere to guidelines of good 
taste and value.
Send articles, pictures, story ideas, 
suggestions or questions to:

Public Information Center 
200 W. Expressway 83
La Joya, TX 78560
956-343-2585
Fax: 956-580-8896
noticiero@lajoyaisd.net

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE SCHOOL 
BOARD PRESIDENT
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Gary Montelongo a third grader in 
J. Pate’s class has won his second 
consecutive year District Champ dis-
tinction in the Area 2 Science Fair. His 
love for science has sparked his curi-
osity of how different things work. Last 
year he experimented with hydraulic 
machines while this year he tested 
roofing materials to see which was the 

most efficient.  When asked why this 
experiment he responded, “Our tem-
peratures in the valley are changing 
all the time, one day its cold the other 
it’s extremely hot. This causes our a/c 
systems to always be turning on or off 
and it can get expensive, this can be 
controlled to a certain extent if the 
right roofing material is used.”

Congratulations goes out to the Cesar E. 
Chavez Middle School Honor Band for earning 
straight Superior Division 1 Ratings at the annu-
al UIL Concert & Sight-reading Contest held on 
March 6, 2019, at the La Joya Alejandro “Alex” 
H. Saenz Performing Arts Center. The students 
worked hard all year long in order to accom-
plish this goal. Chavez MS Band continues the 
tradition of excellence in earning Sweepstakes. 
The band department would like to thank Mr. 
Marco Gandaria, Mr. Javier Adame and the La 
Joya High School band staff for their continued 
support of our program. A big thank you goes 
out to Mr. Ruben Adame and the Fine Arts De-
partment, Chavez MS administration, teachers, 
and our awesome and supportive parents! The 
Chavez MS Band Directors are Mr. Noe Ramirez 
and Mrs. Dina Garcia! JOB WELL DONE!

Garza Elem. Science Fair District Champ! Choir Students Earn 
Superior Ratings

Leo Elem. Jewels 
Drill Team Win Big!

La Joya HS Welding 
SkillsUSA Superstars!

Chavez MS Band Earns UIL Sweepstakes

TEPSAN of the Year for Region 1 from
Evangelina Garza STEM Elementary 

Making Music History at La Joya HS

De Zavala M.S. Jr. Jewelettes Receive Honors

Congratulations to the FOUR CHOIRS 
that represented Cesar E. Chavez Middle 
School and La Joya I.S.D. at the U.I.L. Con-
cert & Sight Reading Evaluation on Feb-
ruary 26-28, 2019 at PSJA Southwest High 
School. The CCMS U.I.L. Choirs earned 
the following SUPERIOR ratings: 1) Varsity 
8th Grade Treble Choir: SWEEPSTAKES, 
2) Tenor & Bass Choir: SWEEPSTAKES, 
3) Non-Varsity 7th Grade Treble Choir: 
SWEEPSTAKES, 4) Mixed Choir: SUPERIOR 
Sight Reading. The C.C.M.S. Choirs are 
under the direction Mr. David H. Soliz and 
accompanied by Mrs. Julie Dynnik. 

We are very proud of the hard work and 
dedication of these students to achieve 
these awards. Special thanks to their 
teachers and director for supporting these 
students in preparation of this evaluation 
and contest.

Every year TEPSA regions recogniz-
es a school leader from their area 
for their outstanding service to the 
Texas Elementary Principals and 
Supervisors Association.  For the 
2018-2019 school year, this honor 
goes to one of our La Joya ISD prin-
cipals – Maria Flores-Guerra.

Maria Flores-Guerra serves the stu-
dents and community of Evange-
lina Garza STEM Elementary.  She 
has been the principal at Garza for 
the last seven years.  You will often 
see her dashing up and down the 
hallways, popping her head into 
classrooms to check on students, 
and always cheering her students 
and staff to do their best. She has 
been with La Joya ISD since 1995, 
when she started her career in edu-

cation as a fourth grade teacher at 
John F. Kennedy Elementary.  She 
has been an advocate for students 
ever since! 

Mrs. Flores-Guerra was called on to 
serve as President-Elect last year by 
Mark Terry and she readily accept-
ed the challenge for the work of 
TEPSA in the Region 1 area.  She 
has actively participated in several 
TEPSA statewide events.  This year 
she served on the Governance Task 
Force, the Advocacy Committee, 
reviewed proposals for TEPSA Sum-
mer Conference and participated in 
Advocacy Day at the Texas Capitol 
in January, sharing TEPSA’s position 
on education bills. She’s committed 
to making sure Texas children get 
the best public education possible!

On February 27, 2019, the La Joya HS 
Symphony Orchestra Ensemble took 
the stage in UIL competition in it’s 
second year of existence.  Last year 
the ensemble made district history by 
becoming the first Full Orchestra to 
compete in UIL; this year was no dif-
ferent.  The La Joya HS Full Orchestra 
Ensemble was one of seven 6A Varsity 
Ensembles in all of Region 15 becom-
ing the first Ensemble in La Joya ISD to 

compete at such rigorous level.  “It was 
an awesome feeling” said sophomore 
Daniel Santiago-Ramirez who plays 
violin for the ensemble, describing 
how he felt when he found out that the 
ensemble had a received a Division 
1 for their stage performance.  “As 
directors, it gives us great pleasure to 
provide our students the opportunity to 
be able to perform in a combined band 
and orchestra ensemble” said Karina 

Aldape, La Joya HS Orchestra Director.  
Marco A. Gandaria, Head Band Direc-
tor said “Our students may go off to 
college and never have the chance to 
perform in a Full Orchestra again and 
knowing that here at La Joya ISD, we 
are able to provide that opportunity for 
our students, that’s what it’s all about.” 
Assistant Directors include: Martin Can-
tu, Javier Adame, Nicole Garcia, and 
Roxanne Lopez.

After many months of hard work and ded-
ication, Leo J. Leo Jewels drill team were 
extremely proud to bring home so many 
well deserved awards from the Showtime 
International Dance Competition, held at the 
McAllen Convention Center on March 2nd. 
The Jewels brought home 1st in Hip Hop, 1st 
in Lyrical, Judges Favorite, Applause Award 
for Hip Hop, and Champions Circle! 

Congratulations Leo Jewels!

Leo Jewels are under the direction of Lisa 
Casas and Jamilex Bernal.

Congratulations to the students who compet-
ed in the District SkillsUSA Welding Com-
petition held at TSTC in Harlingen this past 
month. They competed in Welding Applica-
tions against other students from the entire 
valley which consists of Blueprint reading, 
Shielded metal Arc welding and Oxy-fuel 
cutting. The students are given a blueprint, 
raw materials and three hours to fabricate the 
project. In the end, La Joya dominated with 
wins by ninth grade students Juan Garcia in 
1st place and a 3rd place finish by Jesus Solis. 
These students will now represent district 13, 
at the SkillsUSA State competition, which will 
be held in Corpus Christi April 4 - 7.

Left to Right: Juan Garcia, Eleazar G. Ibarra La Joya HS 
Welding teacher, and Jesus Solis

Maria Flores-Guerra, Principal

On Saturday, February 23rd, 2019, De Za-
vala M.S. Jr. Jewelettes competed in the 
Showtime International Regional Dance 
Competition in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Their awards are as follows: Sweep-
stakes Award (Officers and Team) for 
scoring 80 and above in all routines, 
Judges Award (Officers and Team) for 
scoring 90 and above in all routines, 
Best in Category plaque, Team Pom 

Category plaque, Team Jazz Category 
plaque, Team Kick plaque, Officer 
Pom plaque, Officer Lyrical plaque, 
Officer Jazz plaque, Supreme Highest 
Scoring Routine plaque in Team Pom, 
Grand Champion Trophy and Banner 
Team and Grand Champion Trophy 
and Banner Officers. Congratulations 
to our students and to Mrs. Canales 
LDZ dance teacher for their hard work 
and dedication.



With a win against the La Joya 
Coyotes, the Juarez-Lincoln Huskies 
clench their 3rd straight 30-6A District 
Championship.  Juarez-Lincoln Coach 
Victor Ramos attributes the majority 
of the team’s success to quality of the 
soccer program at JLHS.  Early talent 
integration and retention is integral to 
the soccer program.  

According to Ramos, they have starters 
that have been with them since fresh-
man year.  “The kids are playing very 
well, we don’t have a team, we have a 
program,” Ramos continued. 

Consistent and strategic training is 
crucial to the development of the team 
as a whole and the Juarez-Lincoln boys 

soccer program continues to enhance 
from years past and continue look 
forward for the years to come.

Congratulations to the Memorial 
Middle School Jr. Rubies Dance Team 
who participated in the Showtime 
International Dance Competition! The 
competition was held at the McAllen 
Convention Center in McAllen, Texas 
on Saturday, March 2, 2019, and only 
this one opportunity to perform all their 
dance routines in front of a sold out 
audience. These ladies did a phenom-
enal job showcasing their talents while 

representing Memorial Middle School 
proudly! Competing amongst other 
middle school dance teams from across 
the Valley, the Jr. Rubies received a 
Sweepstakes Award, the Judges Award 
and the Champions Circle Award. The 
MMS Jr. Rubies also took “Best in 
Category,” “Supreme Highest Score,” 
and the “Applause Award” for their 
Team Kick Routine; “Best in Category” 
for their Team Jazz Routine; and “Best 

in Category” Runner-Up for their Team 
Pom Routine. Other accolades include: 
1st place in the Duet Category - Ka-
ryme Castellanos and Evelyn Trevino; 
in the Officer Category - First Division, 
“Supreme Highest Score,” and “Best 
in Category” - Karyme Castellanos, 
Evelyn Trevino, and Michelle Davila; 
and lastly Medium Ensemble Category 
1st place Winners - Karyme Castella-
nos, Michelle Davila, Lourdes Lopez, 
Elizabeth Mendoza, Rubislette Rios, 
Aliza Rodriguez, and Evelyn Trevino. 
By bringing back all these awards, the 
Jr. Rubies demonstrated that teamwork 
and hard work and dedication truly 
pays off! Mrs. A. Gomez, Director, and 
the Jr. Rubies, want to graciously thank 
the administrators, teachers, and staff 
for being so supportive. Also, a special 
thank you to all their parents for grant-
ing their children an opportunity to par-
ticipate in the award-winning Memorial 
Middle School Jr. Rubies Dance Team.
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Juarez-Lincoln HS Boys Soccer Clenches
Another 30-6A District Championship

Memorial MS Jr. Rubies Take Champions Award

Back-to-Back
Sweepstakes for the 
Memorial MS Band

Zavala MS Symphonic 
Band Sweeps
Regionals

La Joya HS ROTC 
Leadership Camp 

For the second time in a row, the Symphonic 
Band from Memorial Middle School earned 
their Sweepstakes Ratings and Trophy from 
the UIL Region 15 Concert and Sightreading 
Evaluation held at the Alejandro “Alex” H. 
Saenz Performing Arts Center on the cam-
pus of La Joya High School. 

After nine weeks of diligent practicing and 
coordinating schedules of their many after-
school activities, the students’ hard work paid 
off as they were awarded division 1 ratings 
from all 6 judges, 3 on the concert evaluation 
and 3 on the sightreading evaluation.

The band was under the baton and leader-
ship of MMS head band director Mr. Robert 
Flores, with assistance from Memorial band 
director Ms. Julissa Perez, and Palmview 
HS band directors Mr. Jorge Peña and Mr. 
Shaka Hawkins.

Congratulations to the Lorenzo de Zavala 
Middle School Symphonic Band, under the 
direction of Mrs. Campuzano and Mr. Leal, for 
achieving “Sweepstakes” at the Region 15 UIL 
Concert & Sight reading Contest on Wednes-
day, March 6th, 2019.  They received superior 
ratings from all six judges achieving straight 
ones.  We would like to thank Dr. Uresti, the 
administration and the staff for their continu-
ous support to our band program.  We would 
also like to thank Mr. Gandaria and the La 
Joya High School Band staff for their help and 
guidance throughout this school year. 

Ten cadets from La Joya High School attend-
ed and completed four days of Spring Camp 
at Camp Bullis in San Antonio, TX. The camp 
is held annually at several Texas locations. 
Cadets compete to attend this rigorous camp 
and only the most mentally and physically 
strong are invited to participate. During their 
stay at Camp Bullis, the cadets competed 
against 18 different schools throughout the 
state for key leadership positions.  Every 
morning, the cadets started their day with a 
4:30 a.m. wake-up call and Physical Readiness 
Training (PRT). Each day, the cadets were fully 
engaged in activities such as Leadership reac-
tion courses, Obstacle Courses, Survival Skills, 
Basic Airborne Jump Command Procedures, 
Orienteering, Drill, ceremonies, and various 
other team building events. “Lights out” for 
the cadets was at 9:00 p.m. The purpose of 
the training camp is to challenge cadets in 
an austere environment and to develop their 
leadership and communication skills. C/PFC 
Jose Tavera won the best Alpha Company, 
2nd Platoon, 4th Squad Leader award and C/
SGT Pricila Flores won the best Bravo Compa-
ny 3rd Platoon Sergeant award. We would like 
to congratulate all of our cadets who were 
selected to attend this year’s spring camp.

Front row from left to right: C/PFC Jose Tavera, C/PVT 
Lillian Falcon, C/PFC Juan A. Hernandez, C/SGT Pricila 
Flores, C/PFC Juan J. Versa, C/SSG Brayan Castillo, C/
PFC Cynthia Olivares, C/PVT Jose Flores, C/2LT Angie 

Pulido and C/PFC Anahi Velasquez 

Pictured are members of the MMS Symphonic Band 
outside of the Saenz Performing Arts Center. 

De Zavala Middle School’s UIL Team 
set a new record this year, qualifying 19 
students to compete at the state level. 
This is the largest number of students 
that the school has qualified for state 
competition, to date.  The students that 
qualified in Number Sense were: Rosbel 
Mendoza (6th Grade), Deileen Acosta 
(6th Grade), Adriel Lopez (7th Grade) and 
Derek Martinez (6th Grade).  Students 
qualifying in Calculators were: Sabrina 
Leal (6th grade), Crystalynn Chavez (6th 
grade), Juan Gonzalez (7th grade), Fran-
cisco Salgado (7th grade), Paola Fernan-
dez (7th Grade), Phoebe Lira (7th Grade), 
Samuel Galaviz (7th grade), Natali Munoz 
(7th Grade), Koral Veloz (6th Grade) 

and Avalyn Cantu (6th Grade).  Science 
qualifiers were: Amos Ortiz (6th Grade), 
Audrey Brown (6th grade) and Jonathon 
Cortina (8th grade). Two students double 
qualified in the areas of Number Sense 
and Calculators, and they were Valeria 

Martinez (7th grade) and Alyssa Sandoval 
(7th Grade). Congratulations to these 
students and their coaches for their hard 
work. We are proud of you and know you 
will do an excellent job representing our 
school and district at the state level!

De Zavala MS UIL Team Sets New Record

It is with great pleasure that Memorial 
Middle School announces that students 
are advancing to the UIL TMSCA State 
Meet in San Antonio, TX.  Eighth grade 
student, Elijah Maldonado, has qualified 
in three events: number sense, calcu-
lators, and math.  Julian Perez, sixth 
grade, qualified for calculators. Svetlana 
Zapata, a sixth grader, qualified in num-
ber sense. Seventh grade student, Jesus 
Menchaca, qualified in number sense 
and calculators.  Damian Anaya, sixth 
grade, qualified in calculators.

 A special thanks to their coaches; Mr. 
Carlos Martinez, number sense and 
calculators, and Mrs. Ma. Teresa Ignacio, 
math. We applaud these coaches for 
their dedication after school and on Sat-
urdays.  These individuals have devoted 
their time in ensuring that students are 
competitive in TMSCA events. 

Memorial Middle School is proud to 
have these students and their coaches 
representing the district at the state 
qualifying level.  We wish them the best 
of luck in all their endeavors!!

Christian Martinez, a junior at 
Juarez-Lincoln High School, will be 
boarding a plane to Boston, Massa-
chusetts where he will be attending the 
Harvard University Summer Program.

Earlier this semester, Christian received 
his letter of acceptance to the program, 
which placed him among JLHS senior 
Jose Cruz who was accepted and at-
tended the same program last year. 

While at Harvard, Christian plans to take 
several collegiate courses such as Cal-
culus I to be taught by one of Harvard’s 

very own professors. In addition, he will 
expand his worldview, meet new people 
from all over the globe, and have the 
opportunity to explore the city of Boston. 

According to Harvard.com, the summer 
program is designed to prepare high 
school students for that all-important 
“next step,” both academically and 
socially, while paving the way for a suc-
cessful college experience. The admin-
istration, faculty and staff at Juarez-Lin-
coln HS congratulate Christian on his 
new venture and look forward to hear-
ing about his experience at Harvard.

Memorial MS UIL Students Advance to State

Juarez-Lincoln HS Junior to attend 
Harvard Summer School

LHS Junior Christian Martinez and future Harvard 
Summer student. Photographed by senior Jose 

Vladimir Cruz



E. B. Reyna fifth grade students 
celebrated a “Day of Learning of 
Countries Around the World”.  Each 
of the 84 fifth grade students picked a 
country to research and present their 
findings to their classmates.  Stu-
dents got more and more excited as 
they started researching. They were 
especially thrilled to choose a favorite 
dish, drink, or dessert form a country 
to showcase and share with their fellow 
classmates.  As the day got nearer, 
students eagerly got their ingredients 
together and came up with 84 different 
recipes to share.  Tables were set up in 

the hallway as each student excitedly 
made a label for their dish to explain 
what country it was from and the name 
of the food.  Every student was able 
to serve and taste all of the different 
foods.  Many students came back 
for second and even third servings.  
School administration and teachers 
were also invited to taste the delicious 
array of food.  This is a yearly project 
that has been a part of 5th grade since 
Ms. E. Lawing introduced the idea four 
years ago.  It is an activity that helps 
relieve some of the stress of testing for 
students, especially after benchmarks.  

Fourth grade students at Jose De 
Escandon Elementary have been 
working hard and diligently as they 
prepare for the upcoming STAAR 
exams. Using district benchmarks as a 
great way to measure student success 
and acknowledge great efforts and 
achievements made by our amazing 
students, our campus offered Happy 
Meal incentives for students meeting 
the master and meets levels on the 
benchmarks. This incentive helped 
keep students motivated and focused 
as they took their exams. With this 
testing incentive provided for our 
students, they were able to not only 
earn a McDonald’s Happy Meal, but 
free time outside. This was a great way 

to reward students for their constant 
dedication and efforts in making sure 
they did all strategies, took their time 
and stayed focused throughout the 
exams. Jose De Escandon had over 40 
fourth grade students meet the goal 
set before them of reaching meets and 
masters levels, earning them their own 
Happy Meal to enjoy with their friends 
and free time outside where they 
enjoyed kickball, football, soccer, tag 
and tatter ball. At Jose De Escandon 
Elementary we value and acknowledge 
student hard work and efforts. At our 
campus we strive to teach our students 
that if you continue to work hard and 
do your best any goal set before you 
are achievable.

E.B. Reyna Elementary students have 
begun to practice and prepare for The 
La Joya I.S.D. 20th Annual Elementary 
School Field Day Activity at Pack Stadi-
um in La Joya. E.B. Reyna is scheduled 
to participate on Wednesday April 24th, 
2019.  Under the direction of Coach 
Jose Garcia, the fifth grade girls relay 
team is practicing the basic funda-
mentals and techniques for handoff 
exchanges. “A lot of students think that 
running is just with their legs”, states 
Coach Garcia. But in reality, they use 
their whole body to run faster.  I make 

sure they practice their running form 
daily. I also stress the importance of 
holding the baton in the right place in 
order to have a smooth transition for 
when it is passed on to the next person.  
My goal for these students is to guide 
them to be better athletes and to have 
fun while competing.” Girls and boys 
in 3rd, 4th and 5th grade will be able 
to participate in this event. They are 
eager to put into practice what they 
have learned and are excited to show 
off their talent!
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Celebrating Countries Around the
World at E. B. Reyna Elementary

Benavides Elem. 
Jewel of the Month

Mini Meteorologists 
at Chapa Elem.

Escandon Elem. 
Knocks Out the 
Competition

Benavides Elementary is proud to announce 
our February Jewel of the month Eduardo 
“Eddie” Villarreal. Eddie is a 4th grade stu-
dent. He loves to read and has been a “Top 
Reader” for 3 years. He is a model student. He 
follows all rules, is kind and polite, is always on 
the Honor roll and strives to do his best every 
day. Most of the time you see Eddie as a quiet 
individual, but he has a wonderful personality. 
He takes pride in his class work and how he 
looks. He loves cologne. Some of his interests 
are dancing, basketball, watching the Astros 
play, watching and playing soccer, and the 
Michael Jordan shoes. Eddie is also in GT, he 
loves to participate and do STEM activities. 
When he grows up he wants to be an architect 
and a soccer player. Eddie’s parents are 
Faustino and Adaliz Villarreal. They are both 
teachers and have instilled the love of learning 
in him. Congratulations and WooHoo!! We 
are proud of you!

The first grade students at Chapa Elemen-
tary have been studying the different kinds 
of weather that we have experienced here 
in the valley.  During our class lesson on the 
weather students were given the opportunity 
to observe the weather for two weeks consec-
utively.  After each observation the students 
recorded the results on a bar graph.  Students 
were so excited to be able to give the differ-
ent descriptions of the weather for the day.  
They took it a step further and shared and in-
vestigated the weather on their own. Students 
began conversing about their experiences 
with watching the daily news and listening to 
the meteorologist inform the viewers of the 
weather forecast.  We look forward to hearing 
more of their stories as the year goes on!

Escandon Elementary is proud to have Silvia 
Neri as their official t-shirt designer for the up-
coming STAAR test shirt. All 3rd, 4th and 5th 
grade students participated in a t-shirt design 
contest during a two-week period in Febru-
ary. Students were given required criteria to 
meet before beginning their designs. During 
the competition, teachers utilized the writing 
process and problem-solving skills to edit and 
revise the student’s presentations on designs. 
Students presented and communicated the 
purpose for choosing the design and it’s 
meaning to classmates. After the two-week 
period, the top 3 designs by grade level were 
chosen. Escandon staff voted after seeing 
all the top designs. Sylvia Neri, a 5th grade 
student was proudly nominated as the STAAR 
t-shirt winner. Students cheered with pride 
and congratulated Sylvia Neri on her design. 
All 3rd-5th grade students will be given a shirt 
to wear during STAAR Pep Rallies and STAAR 
Motivational Talks.

Benavides Elem. Prinicipal Donna Martinez
 & Eduardo “Eddie” Villarreal

Maritza Quintanilla, Xavier Rodriguez, 
Mia Silva, & Ariana Jimenez

Silvia Neri

Pictured are Escandon Elem. 4th grade students

L-R: 5th Grade Girls Relay Team- Julissa Garcia, Ryhan-
na Navarro, Kylie Cantu & Coach Jose Garcia. Pictured 
in the background: 3rd-5th grade field day participants.

GT students in Ms. Ochoa 2nd grade 
GT class help to plant several veg-
etable plants that have been grown 
indoors from seed. This is Ms. Ochoa’s 
3rd annual school vegetable garden. 
Students are in the midst of complet-
ing their “How Does Your Garden 
Grow” unit from the Texas Performance 
Standards Project (GT State curric-
ulum). They continue to learn about 
life science and how vegetables grow. 
Every year GT students participate in 
the preparation of the soil, planting 
of seeds, watering, and monitoring 
growth of various vegetables. This 
year they are planting tomatoes, green 
squash, yellow squash, cucumbers, 
carrots, radishes, bean pods, cilantro, 
and basil. Food generated from the 

vegetable garden are distributed to 
students in the school. School gar-
dens are a wonderful way to use the 
schoolyard as a classroom, reconnect 
students with the natural world and 
the true source of their food, and 
teach them valuable gardening and 
agriculture concepts and skills that 
integrate with several subjects, such as 
math, science, art, health and physical 
education, and social studies, as well 
as several educational goals, includ-
ing personal and social responsibility. 
Through gardening, students become 
responsible caretakers. They have an 
opportunity to engage in agricultural 
practices on a small scale, learning 
about the responsibilities and impacts 
of land cultivation. They explore the 

web of interactions among the living 
and non-living players that sustain 
life. Beyond academics, the garden 
provides broader life lessons including 
contributing to students’ knowledge of 
how to maintain a healthy lifestyle.

La Joya ISD hostess its 3rd annual NASA 
Night, where 5th grade teachers at 
Escandon Elem. along with students from 
UTRGV launched paper rockets. Students 
from all over the district were able to en-
gage and interact launching rockets along 
with other hands-on activities. Students 
were able to conduct on the spot science 
experiments hypothesizing at what angle 
the launcher should be placed in order for 
the rocket to travel the farthest. Students 

also had the opportunity to ask the stu-
dents from UTRGV any questions concern-
ing with the design and manufacture of 
aircrafts, rockets, missiles, spacecraft, ect. 
Students were ecstatic to see and observe 
their paper rocket launch up into the air 
using an air compressed rocket launcher. 
NASA night was a total success thank 
you to all of our staff from La Joya ISD for 
making this memorable night happen for 
all of our students. 

Garza Elementary Students Bloom with
their 3rd Annual Spring Garden

Escandon Elem. Brings you
Rocket Launchers!

Happy Meals for Escandon Elem. 4th Graders

E. B. Reyna Elem. Students 
Prepare for Annual Field Day

5th grade teachers and students tasted a delicious 
array of foods from countries around the world.



Sam Fordyce Elementary held its 
annual Royal Court Coronation on 
February 14, 2019.  The coronation is 
part of an incentive for our chocolate 
candy fundraiser.  Students who sold 
the most boxes of chocolate candies 
get crowned as king and queen, prince 
and princess, and duke and duchess. 
The coronation took place in our school 
cafeteria where family members of 
students crowned were invited along 
with all students who sold at least one 

box of chocolates. After the coronation, 
all students who sold chocolates had 
their names included in a drawing of 
Kindles and scooters. This year’s royal 
court were: Brianette Salinas Lopez for 
Queen, Kenneth Beas for King, Emely 
Rodriguez for Princess, Ezekiel Hernan-
dez for Prince, and Rochelle Ruiz for 
Duchess, Elix Gonzalez for Duke. Con-
gratulations to all students and parents 
who helped out with this fundraiser!

In order become certified and learn the 
proper way to give first aid, health science 
students are being taught the different 
ways of helping someone in case of an 
emergency in Teresa Kozar’s class.

“Learning about first aid prepares me 
in case someone in the future is in 
need of medical help immediately,” 
sophomore Audry Hernandez said. 
“With this course, I’d be trained to 
possibly save a life.”

Hernandez feels that learning first aid is 
very important for the future; knowing 
how to help others can be of aid in 
any life-threatening situation. She said 
being educated in first aid can seem 
underrated but you never know when 
it can come in handy. More than half of 
Americans know how to perform CPR.

“Practicing with fellow students gave 
me a better understanding on how to 
apply bandages to an open wound,” 
sophomore Beyonce Lopez said. 
“Working hands-on also teaches me 
how to properly treat the patient.”

Students in the class feel that first 
aid can be difficult to understand, 
but when the teachers give them 
the chance to work with classmates, 
it gives an opportunity to practice. 
Working hands-on taught her how to 
apply bandages the correct way.

“Some obstacles I faced while practic-
ing taking blood pressure were trying 
to find and listen for the patient’s heart 
beat,” sophomore Melissa Barrera 
said.”

She said that learning about the many 
different ways of giving first aid came 
with many challenges. Blood pressure 
can be very difficult to read as well 
as to take according to Barrera; all it 
takes is one little mistake and you can 
hurt the patient or misread their blood 
pressure.

“With these amazing experiences, I 
feel that I will definitely pursue being 
in the medical field,” sophomore 
Robby Alonzo said. “This is what I 
want to do, I find it very interesting 

and I’m willing to go through the stress 
of learning the different parts of the 
medical field if that means I get to do 
what I love.”

Being able to experience amazing op-
portunities has influenced many of her 
decisions about the career she wants 
to pursue. She has been able to gain a 
better understanding of what it’s like to 
work on patients and how to properly 
treat them.
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JFK STEAM Elem.
Mini-Jewelettes

Super Saturday 
Academy 

Chapa Elementary 
“Kiddie Canvas”

Hard work, dedication, determination, and 
a whole Lot of ATTITUDE is what John F. 
Kennedy STEAM elementary MINI-JEW-
ELETTES are all about.  Their tenacity 
and skills were revealed at the La Joya 
Jewelette showcase.  These students 
demonstrate a sense of accomplishment, 
and togetherness.  This, in turn, can lead 
to greater confidence and assurance in 
their own abilities socially, physically and 
academically in all arenas of life.  These are 
the John F. Kennedy STEAM elementary 
MINI-JEWLETTES.  

Corina Peña Elementary has been hosting 
a Super Saturday Academy and it has been 
a total success!  Every student is engaged 
with all the interactive activities prepared by 
our awesome teachers.  Our students keep 
demanding more and more and our teachers 
and staff deliver!  Students and staff can’t wait 
for our next Super Saturday Academy!

On Friday, March 8, 2019 our students 
participated in a different kind of celebra-
tion. Students who met their 4th Six Weeks 
Accelerated Reader Goals were invited to 
attend an event in which they were guided 
in creating a canvas painting of a unicorn or 
shark. The students were excited to bring 
their creativity and art skills to life. We are very 
proud of all our students and encourage their 
creativity at all times. Congratulations to all of 
our students who me their goals!

Jayleen Garcia, Kahren Suarez, and Melanie Garza 

Dr. Palmira Mendiola Elementary is 
composed of a marvelous group of 
eager learners. For this reason, it is 
very difficult to select a student of the 
month to represent the campus. The 
requirements to be selected Mendio-
la’s Jewel of the Month were to excel 
in academics, exhibit an outstanding 
behavior, and demonstrate leader-
ship. The following role models for 
their peers had the privilege of being 
selected as Mendiola’s Jewels of the 
Month for the 2018-2019 school year: 
Josue Salazar (5), Jehu Ortega (5), 
Christian de la Rosa (4), Aaron Ponce 
(4), Layla Vela (4), Darytza Hernandez 
(3), and Enrique Hernandez (3). 

Josue Salazar is a respectful student, 
an extraordinary reader, member 

of Battle of the Books, and science 
district champ. Jehu Ortega is a UIL 
member and a member of the Puppet 
Club. Christian de la Rosa is an active 
reader, participated in numerous UIL 
events, and is an active community 
member. Aaron Ponce is an active 
participant in the UIL, an enthusiastic 
book club member, a top 10 reader, 

and 2nd place champion in the science 
fair. Layla Vela is a book club mem-
ber and UIL district champ. Darytza 
Hernandez is a UIL member and the 
campus Spelling Bee champ. Enrique 
Hernandez is in numerous UIL events, 
NEWS team member, and district 
calculator champ.

Mendiola Elementary’s Jewels of the Month

Palmview HS Health Science 
Students Learn First Aid

From left, Dimas Vega (10) practices checking Jackie 
Salgado’s (10) blood pressure during a first aid lesson 

in health science class.

Students from M. Mullvain’s self-contained class gather at the recent La Joya ISD Special Olympics event.

Sam Fordyce Elem. Royal Court Coronation

There is something magical about 
gathering with others, achieving some-
thing together, and being part of a 
team that faces challenges and grows 
stronger in their common bond. 

Students from Tabasco Elementary 
participated in the LJISD Special 
Olympics event this past January, and 
shared in a powerful opportunity to 
accomplish something together and 
showcase strong pride for their school 
in the process. 

The students got to participate in a 
host of physical activities together, 
including basketball, fishing, and tram-
poline jumping. 

The students shared in the activities 
with other schools in the district, 
getting the experience of being with 
each other in camaraderie and seeing 
new faces of other students from the 
nearby area.

Self-contained instruction teacher M. 
Mullvain and her assistant’s A. Merca-
do and B. Castan helped ensure that 

their group had the best experience 
possible and gained the most life 
experience from the event. 

Everyone at Tabasco Elementary is 
extremely proud of its Special Olym-
pics Team!

Tabasco Elem. Participates in Special Olympics



Tabasco Elementary 5th grade stu-
dents took a trip to the Texas A&M 
University Higher Education Center in 
McAllen recently, and got a glimpse of 
what kind of higher education oppor-
tunities tied to the famed institution 
could await them without even having 
to leave the Rio Grande Valley after 
they graduate high school.

The university’s longstanding ties to the 
Valley was a key part of the presenta-

tion given to the students, who were 
informed of how the Texas A&M system 
has long been concerned with how 
industry and agriculture have devel-
oped in the local area. That relationship 
has led the university to have long been 
involved in research in the area.

Students learned about the majors 
available to them at the school, and 
about what it means to be a college 
student. 

“What I really liked about the trip was 
the presentation we got and the sci-
ence hall, because I really like science,” 
said fifth-grader Abigael Venegas.

After taking a tour of the facility, the 
students were feeling very engaged 
and excited about what the future 
might hold for them, and they began 
to see Texas A&M as a possibility 
down the line.

Tabasco Elementary students who 
gave maximum effort during the recent 
benchmark exams did it for the prac-
tice, for the satisfaction of doing well 
– and for the fresh air.

Students who showed gains, who 
maintained, or showed maximum ef-
fort during the recent benchmark tests 
were given the opportunity to cele-
brate through physical activity through 
outdoor and physical activities.

The activities available to students who 
received the reward included soccer, 
volleyball, musical chairs, kickball, and 
other fun outdoor games.

In addition, students who showed 
good conduct in the past six weeks 
were given the chance to participate 
in a bingo game as part of their Good 
Life Celebration. These students 
got to participate for showing their 

dedication to being good citizens 
and ensuring that each day’s six hours 
of instruction is given full respect by 
maintaining the learning environment 
their skill set. 

Thank you to all Tabasco Elementary 
students who give 100 percent toward 
their work and assessments, and also 
for putting a priority on making sure 
that good behavior is kept in focus.

Students in fifth grade had the awe-
some opportunity to visit the district’s 
planetarium. Teachers used this time to 
have engaging lessons and incorporate 
the use of technology. It was a great 
experience having students enjoy the 
full-dome planetarium and be able 
to make connections with classroom 
instruction. Students learned about one 

of the branches of science that study 
living things: Life Science. Lessons were 
challenging and interactive and allowed 
for students to have a better under-
standing of the concept and served 
as a great review for their science 
benchmarks. Our students will be able 
to apply what they learned not only on 
their assessments, but in real life.
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Tabasco Elementary’s fifth graders gather in front of the Texas A&M sign at their recent trip to the Higher Education Center campus in McAllen.

Zapata Elem. Planetarium Science Review

Tabasco Elem. Students Visit A&M Campus

Students taking the Instructional prac-
tices class have been bettering their 
teaching skills at Bentsen Elementary 
on Mondays and Fridays. Creating 
ways to develop their teaching skills by 
observing the teacher as well as step-
ping in and giving lessons, Palmview 

students are getting accustomed to 
their career path of their choice.

“My favorite part is the experience, It 
makes me feel like i’m ready for the fu-
ture and it gets me excited to become 
a teacher,” junior Jackie Solis said.

Solis had to overcome some obstacles 
but she did not mind as long as she 
learned from them. She has learned 
to always be patient and to be on task 
around the students.

“Sometimes the kids won’t listen so 
it’s hard to get their attention,” junior 
Yajaira Cerda said. 

According to Cerda being the teach-
er’s helper won’t always be easy, but 
despite this task being difficult Cerda 
is looking forward to always interacting 
and helping the students.

“My favorite part about being the 
teacher’s helper is the first hand expe-
rience that is challenged upon me,” 
junior Gabriella Guzman said.

A teacher’s helper role gives a much 
clearer view as to what is to be ex-
pected in the career pathway in which 
Guzman has chosen. She’s learned how 
to communicate among the students 
and teachers as well as how to handle 
certain situations.

“I really enjoy being able to interact 
with the students at Bentsen,” junior 
Adavely Rios said. “It gives me a first 
hand experience of what being a 
teacher is like.”

Teachers in the Making at Bentsen Elem.

Tabasco Elem. Rewards Hard Work, Dedication

Zapata Elem.
Students Dive into 
Swimming Lessons

Tabasco Elem.
Students Designing 
Spaces

Peña Elementary 
Learning with Slime

During the month of November, Emiliano 
Zapata 4th graders had the amazing oppor-
tunity of going to the La Joya ISD Natatori-
um. During the course of a week, students 
received basic swimming instruction. They 
learned to float, get their head under water, 
to do some strokes, and basic survival 
skills when in the water. Although the low 
temperatures that week dipped as low as 
35 degrees, that didn’t deter them from 
attending. The students took advantage of 
the state of the art facility that offered an 
enclosed and warm environment in which 
to hone their swimming skills. The students 
exemplified Zapata Pride by following PBIS 
expectations in all settings. Watching our 
students evolve and learn a life saving skill 
while having fun and learning a new sport 
is truly priceless. We thank the LJISD Sports 
and Learning Complex for this opportunity.

Fifth-grade GT students at Tabasco Elementa-
ry are forging into uncharted territory with this 
year’s GT TPSP topic, Designing Spaces.

The students are working on projects that in-
volve learning about architecture and design, 
and what it means to put thought not only 
into designing buildings, but also internal 
spaces and areas.

The topic is one that is not new to the TPSP’s 
list of student tasks – which involve the stu-
dents learning about a discipline or topic and 
then creating a project of their own – but one 
that has never been undertaken at Tabasco 
Elementary. 

Students have learned about different influential 
architects, about the principles of how archi-
tects combine the disciplines of aesthetics and 
mathematics, and how to apply those ideas to 
the creation of their own “perfect space”. 

Students will first plan their space, then creat-
ed a digital representation of it, and then final-
ly present their final physical representation of 
the project at their GT Parent Night in April.

3rd grade students from Mr. Nuñez’s and Ms. 
Gracia’s class learned about procedural text 
and how to incorporate it into making slime. 
The purpose was to do or make something. 
The information was presented in a logical 
sequence of events, which was broken up into 
small sequenced steps.

Tabasco fifth-grader Rey Cardenas works on a digital 
rendition of a blueprint he created recently for his GT 

topic, Designing Spaces.

Fourth-grader Yalitza Perez raises her hand in victory during the recent Good Life Celebration bingo game.

Adavely Rios (11) sits down with students to work with letters of the alphabet.
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Pets in the
Classroom Grant
at Clinton Elem.

Sam Fordyce Elem.
Folklorico Performs 
at Spring Show

Special Thanks to 
KLJS TV 17

The students in Mr. Terrazas’ Special Ed-
ucation class received a special treat this 
Valentine’s Day with the arrival of their new 
class pet, a guinea pig named Valentin. The 
class received the pet as part of the Pets 
in the Classroom Education grant which 
provides teachers with the opportunity to 
receive a small pet to maintain and enjoy in 
the classroom. The students benefit from 
keeping the pet by learning about the traits 
and characteristics of living animals. The 
students keep a chore chart and gain a 
sense of responsibility by doing their part 
to care for Valentin. Special care is taken to 
keep the guinea pig healthy and thriving. 
The students take turns feeding and provid-
ing water to the pet. The daily interactions 
with Valentin are kept in a classroom journal 
with daily entries about the things learned.

Sam Fordyce Elementary ACE Folklorico 
group led by Mrs. Mayra Salinas was invited 
along with other schools to participate in 
the La Joya High School Folklorico/Mariachi 
2019 Spring Show at the Alejandro “Alex” H. 
Saenz Performing Arts Center on February 
15, 2019.  The folklorico group is comprised 
of students in grades 1st through 5th.  They 
enjoy dancing and were excited to experi-
ence performing in a big stage and in front of 
a big audience.  Students did an excellent job 
representing our school and are looking for-
ward to joining the folklorico group in middle 
school.  Students also performed for parents 
during Open House on March 19, 2019 in our 
school cafeteria.  

MENDIOLA’S NEWSROOM and the club 
sponsor, Mrs. Selene Ramirez, are extremely 
thankful to the La Joya ISD TV Station for the 
recent donation they have made to the Not-
iciero Club. KLJS 17 heard about the projects 
the club is seeking to fulfill, but also heard 
about the lack of resources it had to achieve 
their dream. Therefore, they wholeheartedly 
donated a professional camera along with the 
required equipment necessary to give a head 
start to the enthusiastic club members.

Student Esteban Sanchez observing Valentin the Guinea Pig

Salvador Cavazos

Left: Isai Coronado, Right Top: Bianca Gonzalez 
Right Bottom: Robert Vasquez

During the month of February, 
Mendiola Elementary took the 
initiative of routinely making use of 
the educational application children 
love the most at the campus: Kahoot. 
Children throughout the grade levels 
enjoyed playing kahoot as part of the 

engaging lesson. “I love to play 
Kahoot because it is very fun!” 
expressed Brisa Angulo. “Kahoot 
is very exciting for me!” added 
Jonathan Guadalupe. “I wish I 
could play Kahoot every single 
day!” voiced Ignacio Ortiz.

Diaz-Villarreal would like to recognize 
Salvador Cavazos (KN), our Jewel Of 
The Month! Salvador enjoys playing 
soccer with his friends during his time 
off. He enjoys playing Touch or Freeze 
Tag with his siblings and his favorite 
color is red. He also enjoys spending 
time with his dog, Blackie. His favorite 
subjects are Reading and Writing. Sal-
vador’s excellent behavior and perfect 
attendance are among other qualities 
that make him shine among his class-
mates. Congratulations to him and his 
parents on such an outstanding job. 
Keep up the great work, Salvador!

Kahoot: Because Play is
Children’s Favorite Way of
Learning at Mendiola Elem.

Jewel of the Month at Diaz-Villarreal Elem.

Engaging students in the learning is 
imperative to their education. When 
students are involved, hands-on in 
the learning they are better able to 
understand the importance of the 
concept. What better way to have 
students understand the importance 
of following steps than to have them 
actually prepare themselves a pea-

nut butter and jelly sandwich as they 
annotate their steps. Students in 
Mrs. De Hoyos’ 3rd grade class had a 
blast as they prepared their sandwich 
to their liking, and writing down the 
steps correctly on their paper. The 
best part of it was that they actually 
had the opportunity to eat their sand-
wich at the end!

This weekend, the Corina Peña Elementary Boys and Girls Soccer teams competed in a tournament.  Both teams fought hard 

and played their best.  The hard work they did during after school practice showed off as they played incredible! The coaches 

did a great job teaching about team chemistry and working together as a team. Good job teams!

Learning with Peanut Butter
and Jelly at Zapata Elem.

Corina Peña Elem. Soccer Team Scores!



At Evangelina Garza Stem Elementary, 
the 1st graders are eager and excit-
ed to learn. One of the activities for 
Stem Friday consisted of Math Fact 
Dominoes. The activity is simple, yet 
complicated enough to require that 
students work together to come up 
with a solution. With this activity the 
students are able to add the basic facts 
and follow the correct pattern to make 
every problem match the answer.  One 
challenge for the students is that they 
are not allowed to use manipulatives. 

However, they can work in groups of 
3-4 to help each other. 

The students have been showing prog-
ress for the last couple of weeks and 
the struggling students get help from 
the other members of the group. One 
students said “I like to add now” other 
student said “I am going to teach it to 
my brother”. It is very rewarding to see 
my student’s progress with concepts 
that will help them throughout their 
lives. It’s even more rewarding to see 
them teach each other.

Math Fact Dominoes at Garza Elementary

E. Garza STEM Elementary has been 
extremely focused on Science and STEM 
Education this year. We had our most 
successful campus science fair with many 
students’ participation and qualifying 
for district science fair. Many students 
came up with original science projects 
and were able to independently follow 
the science process while completing 

an original project design and informa-
tion. During the Area 2 science fair the 
students of Garza STEM elementary 
obtained 17 district places along with 
2 Grand Champions. Garza students 
received 7 first places, 3 2nd places, 7 
3rd places, and 2 Grand Champions in 
1st/2nd division and 3rd-5th division. 
Overall approximately 50 students 
were awarded trophies and ribbons. 
We are very proud of the success of 
our students and their love for science. 

“This is something that I never thought 
I could achieve. I like getting trophies. 
Now I want to try to win the science fair 
every year.” exclaimed student Andreah 
Delgado. “I have a new love for science, 
especially science projects!” said Fer-
nanda Del Angel. Students have been 
more engaged in the field of Science 
and STEM and it shows that they are 
more engaged in the classroom and in 
science lessons. Congratulations to all 
our district science fair winners. 

Kindergarten students at E. B. Reyna 
Elementary were excited to learn all 
about the attributes of 2-D Shapes.  
Mrs. Mireya Garza’s class learned to 
identify and describe attributes of 
these shapes using a variety of mate-
rials. They applied what they learned 

with a hand- on activity using popsicle 
sticks and play-doh.  The students 
worked hard to identify the vertices 
for each shape by placing play-doh to 
represent the location of the vertices.  
Students had fun learning about basic 
geometry skills.
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  L-R:  Maria Molina & Antonio Romero

L-R:  Maria Molina & Antonio Romero - Other Kids?

Pictured L-R:  Fernanda Rebollozo, Yumalay Reyna, 
Emanuel Molina & Matthew Tanguma

Coordinates, Coordinates, are every-
where.  Students learned the Coordinate 
grid using the ChaCha Slide instrumen-
tal song.  Teacher gave out directions as 
they moved towards the X axis hori-
zontally and the Y axis vertically.  Then 

she gave directions to move North, 
South, East, and West.  They had so 
much fun learning the Coordinates in 
a different but fun way. With so many 
learning styles we try to incorporate 
as many strategies as possible!

Students at W.J. Clinton Elementa-
ry were exposed to various STEM 
activities including a do it yourself 
Lava Lamps! The students were so 
excited to take their basic knowledge 
of density to another level. Instead of 
using a light, in our homemade lava 
lamp we used Alka-Seltzer to power 
the lamp. The Alka-Seltzer reacts with 
the water to produce carbon dioxide 
gas bubbles. These stick to the water 
droplets. The water/gas combo is less 
dense than the oil, so they rise to the 
top of the water bottle. At the top, the 
gas bubbles pop and escape into the 
air, allowing the dense water to sink 
back to the bottom again. These Lava 

lamps were easily integrated into a 
STEM lesson with an open discussion 
of color theory, performing arts, when 
trying to incorporate technology into 
a lesson. Students were exposed to 
various critical questions in order to 
hypothesize their experiment. Stu-
dents were able to change their Lava 
Lamps into an Arts Integrated Science 
Experiment, align with some visual arts 
standards. Students were able to add 
other extensions to their Lava Lamps 
such as glitter to create a work of art.

Clinton students observe Mr. Fregoso 
as he provides instructions on creating 
a lava lamp.

Chapa Elem. Students 
Learn through Dance

W. J. Clinton STEM Elementary STEM Night

Jose de Escandon’s second graders 
were challenged by their teachers, their 
principal, and their librarian to try to 
achieve Master Reader status before 
the end of the school year. To achieve 
Master Reader, a student must read 
more than a million words in any given 
school year and the count restarts at 
zero every single year. What an achieve-
ment that would be! 

Students responded with exclamations 
of, “It can be done!” and “We can do 
it!” Their excitement was expressed 
over and over again. The challenge was 
on. Anasofia Nacianceno was the first 
one to rise up to the challenge. She was 
diligent not only about reading but also 
about making sure that she passed all 
the tests that she took. She read books 
well above her level to accomplish this 
goal. She was the FIRST Master reader 
in Second grade! Not to be left behind, 
David Mendiola became Escandon’s sec-
ond Master Reader shortly after.  Dulce 
Fernanda Torres stepped up to the plate 
as well and became Escandon’s third  
Master Reader! Not only was the goal 
met but was surpassed by these three 

students. The different challenges issued 
by our librarian, Mrs. Flor Alaniz, helped 
our students achieve their goals. Never 
in its history had there been three Master 
Readers in Second grade. These students 
are setting very high standards for future 
second graders and all students, for 
this is not an easy accomplishment to 
achieve. With a few more months before 
this school year comes to an end, we 
have several students that are still trying, 
and just might, meet this difficult goal. 

These students model our Escandon 
motto of “High Expectations, No 
Excuses!”  This statement is taken very 
seriously not only by school staff but also 
by its students. This is a motto they try 
to live by every single day.

Math Fun at E. B. Reyna Elem.

E. Garza STEM Elementary 
Sweeps Area 2 Science Fair

Escandon Elem. Students 
Rising Up to the Reading 
Challenge in Second Grade

Camarena Elem.
Triumphs at District 
Science Fair

Congratulations to 
Our “STAR” Reader 
at Cavazos Elem. 

STEM Challenges at 
E. B. Reyna Elem.

Students at Enrique Camarena Elementary 
received high praise for their hard work and 
showmanship at the recent District Science 
Fair. Several students placed first or second 
in their category and one student received 
Grand Champion. Camarena is a STEAM 
designated campus and has integrated 
science, technology, engineering, art, and 
math activities into their lessons every 
week. We are very proud of these students 
and their parents who support their educa-
tional endeavors.

Cavazos Elementary: Arleth Tellez, 5th Grade 
student in Mrs. V. Villarreal’s class has read over 
two million words. She met this goal on Feb-
ruary 25th and has become a “Classic Reader” 
in Accelerated Reader. Additionally, she is 
currently working towards obtaining an “Hon-
or Reader” Certification.  With all of her work 
and dedication, she is sure to meet this next 
goal real soon. A big “Shout Out” goes out to 
Arleth Tellez at this time and we look forward 
to celebrating her next accomplishment.

At E. B. Reyna Elementary, Mrs. Arechiga’s 
4th grade class participates in weekly STEM 
activities.  This week’s activity involved placing 
students in teams and giving each team one 
sentence strip, two inches of tape and one 
pair of scissors.  As a team, the main goal 
was to come up with the longest paper chain.  
For 20 minutes, members of the team shared 
ideas and executed them.  At the end of the 
given time, every team presented their paper 
chain and strategy behind their creation.  The 
winning team was given a standing ovation 
and much applause by the whole class, 
recognizing them for such a successful and 
innovative idea.
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Dr. Ted E. Bear Visits 
Camarena Elem.

FESTIBA 2019
at UTRGV

Garza Elem. Students 
Enjoyed Hanging 
Out at the Zoo

Camarena was fortunate to be visited 
by the Doctors’ Hospital at Renaissance 
mobile educational workshop performed 
by Dr. Ted E. Bear. Students received an 
important message about healthy eating, 
exercise, and overall well-being. Addi-
tionally, students were given tips on how 
to prepare for a major exam such as the 
upcoming STAAR test. They provided an 
engaging positive message that students of 
all ages enjoyed. We truly appreciate DHR 
and Dr. Ted E Bear’s program for coming to 
our campus. We are sure they will remem-
ber the message “HEALTY EATS, HEALTHY 
PLAY, HEALTHY ME!”

With the theme of Inspiring Communities 
and Celebrating Cultural Heroes, FESTIBA 
2019 at UTRGV recognized and honored the 
individuals and organizations that have sig-
nificantly touched, enriched, and impacted 
lives in our community. Through GEAR UP 
our 8th grade students participated in this 
memorable field trip. 

A hero is someone who inspires us through 
their accomplishments, courage and honor, 
often placing the wellbeing of others before 
their own. Heroes act with unwavering deter-
mination and great sacrifice. They earn our 
attention and admiration, as they drive us to 
gaze upon them in absolute astonishment. 
Often our own spiritual, physical, and cultural 
freedoms are dependent upon these very 
special people. Students at Dr. J. Sáenz MS 
celebrated individuals and organizations that  
bring us a new vision of life, as they transform 
our communities.

Saturday, February 28, 2019 was a once in a life-
time experience for many of Evangelina Garza’s 
2nd grade students. Students and staff visited 
the Gladys Porter Zoo in Brownsville, TX. Stu-
dents had the opportunity to observe over 400 
animal species. They learned about their habi-
tats, and had an opportunity to view first-hand 
how animals co-exist.  They were able to touch 
sting rays, feed giraffes and tortoises, as well as 
mingle with the goats in the Children’s Petting 
area. “I loved combing the goat’s coat!” stated 
Gearelie Garcia. Kangaroos, lions, monkeys and 
reptiles were the favorite hangouts, as students 
also learned about habitats and how animals 
co-exist at the zoo. Students then visited the gift 
shop for souvenirs before being treated to lunch 
at the zoo. Thanks go out to Target for their edu-
cational grant which enabled this field trip and to 
the amazing staff who volunteered their time to 
make it a memorable time for our kids!

Pictured: Serina Garza, Evany Garza, Jyselle Ramirez,
and Neybi Escobedo

Andrea Martinez (12) donates blood at the HOSA
sponsored event in the gym. 

150 peoples’ lives were saved on Feb-
ruary 8 during the annual blood drive 
hosted by United Blood Services and 
Palmview High School HOSA students 
volunteered themselves to donate 
blood in the gym.

“I decided to donate blood because I 
knew that I would be helping someone 
in need of it, and I would do it again if 
I had the opportunity,” junior Ramiro 
Flores said. 

Having an open mind going into the 
blood donation, Flores knew he was 
doing the right thing. Although he 
was dizzy afterward, it didn’t bother 
him and he remained happy with his 
decision. 

“My initial thought was that I was 
going to faint during the process, 
but I knew I would be saving a life, 
so I didn’t mind,” senior Stephanie 
Duran said. 

Duran saw huge posters around her 
school promoting the annual blood 
drive. She is a member of HOSA, 
so she knew what she was getting 
herself into. She prepared properly 
by eating breakfast and drinking a 
lot of water. 

“After I donated 2 pints, my dona-
tion doubled, so instead of saving 3 
people, I saved 6 people,” sophomore 
Raul Montoya said. 

Keeping in mind that helping others is 
the best thing you could do, Montoya 
was able to calm his nerves. He likes 
helping people and making sure his 
community is healthy.

On March 8, 2019, our Chapa Elemen-
tary Students from Pre-K to 5th graders 
had the great pleasure of meeting 
some of our community leaders at our 
School Career Day. Students were able 
to get a close up view of some of the 
different community leader’s special 
equipment and vehicles. They had a 
great time learning and conversing 

with our community leaders about 
their everyday roles and responsibil-
ities! We would like to thank each 
and every one of our leaders for 
taking their time out of their busy 
schedules to come out and have our 
students experience these diverse 
careers available to them in the 
future!

We are so proud our award winning Jr. 

Future Farmers of America Members.  

These children get up early to feed 

their animals then after school dedicate 

time to feeding, cleaning pens, walking 

and caring for their different breeds.  

Congratulations to them and to their 

dedicated parents.

Palmview HS Students
Donate Blood to Save Lives

Career Day at Chapa Elem.

Camarena Elem. Jr. FFA Students
Committed to Raising Livestock

We are so proud our award winning Jr. 
Future Farmers of America Members.  
These children get up early to feed 
their animals then after school dedicate 

time to feeding, cleaning pens, walking 
and caring for their different breeds.  
Congratulations to them and to their 
dedicated parents.

This Tuesday, March 19th, Mendiola 
Elementary had the privilege of being 
visited by the prestigious Telemundo 40 
News Channel. After reading a proj-
ect posted by the club sponsor—Mrs. 
Selene Ramirez—in Donors Choose, a 
representative from the famous Spanish 
TV Channel was fascinated by what 
the club is doing; therefore, decided 
to contact her to request an interview. 

The club members were captivated by 
all the professional equipment the TV 
Channel brought in. Moreover, they 
were thrilled because they were able to 
experience a real scenario in which they 
were interviewed. What’s best, they 
even came out on live TV! Certainly, 
this marvelous experience, will moti-
vate these future reporters to continue 
growing in the profession.

Corina Peña kinder classes had 

a surprise visit from Mrs. Marlen 

Sandoval, general manager of Pan-

da Express in Mission, TX and her 

good friend Panda. Students are 

learning about Chinese traditions 

and this correlated with the Social 

Studies theme. Mrs. Sandoval 

showed students Fortune Tales: The 

Story of Chinese New Year. Thank 

you Mrs. Sandoval for the goody 

bags of coloring and fortune cook-

ies you provided to our students. 

Thank you Mrs. Ana Gonzalez, our 

librarian, for providing students with 

chopsticks for the students.

 Back Row: L to R: Ryan Rosales, Dominique Re-
quenez, Aloani Garza, Jaime Cordova; Front Row: L 
to R: Joshua Casas, Aroldo Solis, Micheal Gonzalez, 

Kasey Ibarra, Leilani, Kahlia Trevino, and Abigail Cantu

 Back Row: L to R: Ryan Rosales, Dominique Requenez, Aloani Garza, Jaime Cordova; Front Row: L to R: Joshua 
Casas, Aroldo Solis, Micheal Gonzalez, Kasey Ibarra, Leilani, Kahlia Trevino, and Abigail Cantu

La Joya HS FFA Students 
Show Strong Dedication
to Animals

Telemundo visits Mendiola Elem.’s Newsroom

Panda Express Educates Corina Peña Elem. 
Students on Chinese Traditions
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As part of Digital Learning Day 2019 
Henry B. Gonzalez Students partici-
pated in a variety of digital activities.   
Digital Learning Day is a day that allows 
students and teacher to collaborate 
with peers, share ideas, try new digital 
tools, and celebrate education inno-
vation. Teachers planned fun-filled 
digital lessons for their classes.  Quiz-
ziz, Kahoot! Quiver, Coding, Imagine 
Learning, Blue Print & BrainPop were all 
part of the digital tools that were used.  
Along with those, parents were invited 
to join in the digital fun.  Parents were 
invited to visit the school that day.  They 

were enrolled in Imagine Learning.  
They joined their children to log 
on to the program and complete 
lessons side-by-side.  Oftentimes the 
students were guiding their parents 
in the use of the Imagine Learning 
program.  Parents were thrilled to get 
a first-hand look at the program their 
children use to increase their literacy 
and math skills.  Some parents were 
excited to know that they could have 
access to a program that would help 
them learn English too!  As an added 
bonus they like the fact that the whole 
family can use the program at home!

“All for one and one for all” is best 
known as the motto of the title charac-
ters in the book The Three Musketeers, 
by the nineteenth-century French 
author Alexandre Dumas. Volunteering 
is just that. Volunteering is a sacrifice 
an individual provides for the better-
ment of the entire campus to ensure 
a bright future for our students. At Dr. 
Javier Saenz Middle School, we greatly 
appreciate the time and effort our 

volunteers provide us week after week 
and day after day. Our volunteers are 
a phone call away, and on most days, 
they are at school even before they 
are called upon. They come gladly, 
willingly and most importantly, they 
come because they want to make a 
difference in their child’s life as well as 
each individual student that attend Dr. 
Javier Saenz Middle School.

Henry B. Gonzalez Elementary hosted 
a Planetary Pasta Rover work station 
during NASA Night at Juarez-Lin-
coln High School.  It was the 3rd 
Annual event that was sponsored by 
the La Joya ISD Elementary Science 
Department.  It was a fun night for 
families to experience fun hands-on 
science experiments and Make & 
Take projects.  There were over 20 
workstations - all of which were STEM 
related.   The Planetary Pasta Rover 
Station allowed students and their 
parents to create a rover using various 
types of pasta – spaghetti, lasagna, 
rigatoni, penne, cannelloni and taralli.  
There were pictures of examples for 
students to follow, or they could use 

their imagination and create a rover of 
their own.  The goal of the activity was 
to create a rover that could roll down 
a ramp and travel for an additional 100 
centimeters.  Students learned about 

wheels and axles, and how the weight 
of the rover could affect the outcome.  
Everyone had a fun time. One student 
said that working with all that pasta 
made him hungry for spaghetti!

Henry B. Gonzalez Elem. Goes Digital!

We Love our Volunteers!

Many Planetary Pasta Rovers are Designed 
on NASA Night at Gonzalez Elementary

Create a storybook character or char-
acters with a potato/potatoes, “What 
a fun idea!” That’s what students at 
Cavazos Elementary had to do for the 
“Build-a-Potato Contest”.  First, they 
had to think of their favorite book and 
its character or characters. Then, they 
had to select a potato or potatoes of 
various sizes to use as their characters. 
Lastly, they had to have fun decorating 
these potato characters with their par-
ents.  Students submitted many inter-
esting entries, like scenes from Coco, 

The Lorax, The Rainbow Fish, Monsters 
Inc., The Very Hungry Caterpillar and 
many more. Entries were judged on 
originality, neatness, creativity and the 
connection to a book.  During judging,  
1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners were 
selected from each grade level. Before 
the projects were taken home, teachers 
were invited to take their students on a 
“Build-a-Potato Gallery Walk” through 
the library where all entries were proud-
ly displayed. Congratulations to all of 
our participants and winners!

On March 5, 2019 the William J. Clinton 
Elementary School choir was invited 
to sing at the Texas Public Schools 
Open House Showcase. They sang and 
danced to a portion of the well-known 
“Seussical the Musical.” The musical is 
based on the stories of Dr. Seuss, with 
the majority of its plot being based on 
Horton Hears a Who!, while incorporat-
ing many other stories.

Fourth Grade, Brissia Ramos did a 
fantastic job narrating the play.  Romeo 
Garcia had a lead role as Horton from 

Horton Hears a Who.   The choir per-
formed songs such as, “Oh, The Things 
you can Think,” “Horton Hears a Who, 
It’s Possible,” “Green Eggs and Ham,” 
and to end the performance the choir 
proudly showcased to our parents, “La 
Joya, No Te Rajes.”  After their perfor-
mance the students were cheered by 
parents, family members and staff.

The children were very excited and 
happy to share their singing and dance 
talents. And can’t wait for another op-
portunity to showcase their talents. 

Sam Fordyce Elementary parents visited 
the library to take part in Digital Learn-
ing Day on February 28, 2019.  Over 80 
parents showed up and took part in the 
Imagine Learning Program.  Parents 
were enrolled and given a username and 
password to be able to use the Imagine 
Learning Program both at school and 

at home.  Some parents had already 
participated last year and were glad to 
do it again. The classes with the highest 
parents attending received a reward.  
Parents like to come to school to see 
what their children are learning and this 
was a good example of what they do 
when they go to the computer lab.

“Build-a-Potato Contest” at Cavazos Elem.

Clinton Elem. Choir is ‘Seuss’tacular!

Digital Learning Day at Sam Fordyce Elem.

Melanie Garza, Jayleen Garcia, Dulce Maria Bravo
creating a Slow-Motion movie to go with their Subject 

and Predicate lesson.

Coco Project-4th Grade Student- Israel Cepeda
If You Give  A Mouse a Cookie Project-2nd Grade 

Student- Alfredo Vera

 L-R: Father Melesio Valdez Sr. with children Marilee
and Melesio Valdez

STEP it UP at
Chapa Elementary

Donuts with Dad at 
E. B. Reyna Elem.

College Bound 
Night at Saenz MS

4th grade Teachers at Elodia R. Chapa are 
stepping up to the technology challenge. 
They are integrating technology in ways that 
keep students engaged in learning. Stu-
dents come to school eager to learn and ap-
ply their techie skills. Students are learning 
how to communicate with outside world and 
app smash. Their parents are able to see 
their progress in learning and see them in 
another setting. “I am learning more about 
my son personality, likes and learning styles 
just by being in enrolled in Parent Seesaw.” 
one of the 4th grades parents commented. 
We are refining their 21st century skills get-
ting them ready for the world.

E. B. Reyna Elementary celebrated donuts 
with dad on Friday, March 8, 2019.  Dads 
were invited to a fun filled afternoon event 
with their children.  Mrs. Lucy Lara-Garza, 
principal of E. B. Reyna Elementary, thanked 
everyone in attendance and read a book.  The 
book was titled “Because Your Daddy Loves 
You” by Andrew Clements and showed how 
daddies are always willing to make things 
better in a loving and patient way.  Donuts 
and refreshments were served and before 
the event was over, “Loteria” was played for 
a chance to win prizes.  It was a special event 
that paid tribute to fathers and their uncondi-
tional love and support.

Fifth grade A & B Honor Roll students from 
Clinton, Pena, Tabasco, Mendiola, and 
Seguin Elementary schools participated in 
the College Bound Night at Dr. Javier Saenz 
Middle School on February 21st!  Over 120 
students and their families were first giv-
en a tour of the Dr. Javier Saenz Campus.  
Recognized students received goodie bags, 
t-shirts, then enjoyed our Dr. Javier Saenz’s 
Dance, Orchestra, and Band performances.  
The honored students were than publicly 
recognized with a certificates and a photo 
session.  At the end of the College Bound 
Night each elementary A & B Honor Roll stu-
dent and their families were served dinner.  
Congratulations to each person who made 
this event possible, and to each feeding 
school’s A & B Honor Roll students.
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Shout out to Mendiola 
Elementary

Texas Public School 
Week at Perez Elem.

Honor Students Dinner
at Dr. Javier Saenz MS

Reading Parade at 
Gonzalez Elementary

Shout out to Mendiola Elementary Parents 
for attending the digital learning day at Dr. 
Palmira Mendiola Elementary. Thanks to these 
phenomenal parents, Mendiola Elementary is 
proud to announce the award of 1st place in 
participation for two consecutive years. Last 
school year we earned a set of Kindle’s and 
this school year we are eagerly waiting for our 
next set. The teachers and students are very 
excited to implement this technology in the 
classrooms. Once again, a million thanks to all 
the parents who helped us achieve this goal 
because without their active participation and 
involvement, we would not have been able to 
earn this award. We are already looking for-
ward to earning 1st place next school year!

Texas has the best public schools in the country. 
Perez Elementary is one of those schools.  It 
offers its student the best education possible. 
This notion was celebrated during Texas Public 
School Week the first week of March.  To cele-
brate, the students wore a themed attire during 
the week.  They also showcased their classwork 
to their friends and family during open house on 
Tuesday, March 5th.    Parents were welcomed 
with a performance of the Dr. Seuss Musical 
by the 1st through 3rd grade students and the 
Mini-Silver Stars dance team.  The parents then 
visited the classrooms and saw great learning 
that is taking place at Perez Elementary.

On February 26 Dr. Javier Saenz Middle School 
celebrated its 6th, 7th, and 8th grade honor stu-
dents with a dinner for their parents and recogni-
tion for their achievement.  Each student received 
a certificate of achievement and a special Honor 
student t-shirt.  It was a very special occasion for 
parents to be a part of.  Dr. Javier Saenz strives to 
show our students that hard work pays off.

On March 8, 2019, we celebrated our 7th annual 
reading genre parade at Henry B. Gonzalez.  All 
grade levels from Pre-K through 5th are assigned 
a different literature genre.  Some of the genres 
for this year included biographies, mystery, fantasy, 
traditional literature, informational, science fiction, 
and realistic fiction.  Students and teachers bring 
their books to life with creative props.  Mrs. B. 
Zapata’s Pre-K class selected the book Alice in 
Wonderland from the fantasy genre. Students 
were dressed as The Mad Hatter, Alice, Queen of 
Hearts, White Rabbit, and the Queen’s guards and 
roses.   Parents are welcomed to attend and watch 
their children participate in the parade.

Perez Elementary students ready to perform the 
Dr. Seuss Musical during open house.

 Azael Garza as the Mad Hatter and
Yasmin Perez as the Queen of Hearts

On Tuesday, March 4th, 2019 Sam 
Fordyce Elementary parents were 
invited to Open House as we celebrat-
ed Texas Public Schools Week. Parents 
visited their child’s classroom where they 
met with teachers and learned about 
their progress.  Students also shared 
their digital or printed portfolios of work 
they had done throughout the school 
year.  Parents stopped to view a video 
created by Mrs. Elizabeth Hernan-
dez, Librarian as it showcased all the 
magnificent things students have done 
throughout the school year. Parents also 
had the opportunity to see the ACE 
Folklorico group perform in the cafete-
ria, win door prizes and enjoy refresh-
ments. Pre-registration for next school 
year as well as recruitment for our Head 
Start program were also available.

Open House at Sam Fordyce Elementary

Thanks to funding provided by two signif-
icant grants awarded by Texas Workforce 
Commission (TWC), getting ahead is now 
easier than ever for continuing education 
students at South Texas College.  

Continuing, Professional, and Workforce 
Education (CPWE) at STC will begin 
assisting students with low literacy skills 
who either lack a high school diploma or 
who may not have the skills needed for 
employment.
These students now have the ability to 
get ahead by receiving the skills and 
credentials needed to find good jobs. 

A combined total of $659,340 has been 
awarded by TWC and was recently au-
thorized by the Board of Trustees for ac-
ceptance at STC. The two grants include 
$499,895 from the Accelerate Texas IV: 
Integrated Education and Training grant, 
and $156,445 from TWC Pell Grant Ability 
to Benefit Capacity Building. 

The funding period for both grants 
began on Jan. 1, 2019 and will last until 
Dec. 31, 2020. 

“These grants will allow us to provide 277 
participants with the skills and credentials 
to be able to find employment,” said 
CPWE Director Olivia De La Rosa. “The 
target population for both grants are 
individuals with low literacy skills who 
either lack a high school diploma to be 
able to find employment or who may 
have their high school diploma or GED 
but who may not have the skills needed 
for employment.
  
“Our goal is to get individuals on a path 
to self-sufficiency and a better quality of 
life,” De La Rosa said.  

The Accelerate Texas IV: Integrated 
Education and Training grant will sup-
port approximately 200 participants to 

complete a recognized postsecondary 
credential with job placement support. 
Students will be concurrently enrolled in 
Workforce Training and adult education 
and literacy services. 

The grant is slated to help individuals 
who are English language learners and 
who are at or below 8.9 on their Texas 
Assessment for Bilingual Education 
(TABE) exam. 

It will assist individuals who do not have 
a secondary school diploma, as well 
those who already have a high school 
diploma but who are interested in certif-
icate training in phlebotomy, pharmacy, 
structural welding, pipe welding, forklift, 
Maintenance and Repair, or Microsoft 
Office or training as a Nurse Assistant, 
Medical Administrative Assistant, or First 
Responder.

The Ability to Benefit Capacity Building 
grant will support at least 77 participants 
who will be recruited, assessed, and 
tested for program eligibility, according 
to Dr. Virginia Champion, STC Director of 
Grant Development, Management, and 
Compliance.

The program will serve individuals 
who do not already have a high school 
credential and who have at least an 8th 
grade level in Reading, Writing, and 
Math. Participants will complete at least 
six credit hours of 225 clock hours that 
are applicable toward a degree or cer-
tificate offered at STC, as well as toward 
the completion of an Occupational Skills 
Award or a Level 1 Certificate, both of 
which are considered postsecondary 
credentials. 

“Participants in this grant will also receive 
support for job placement and training in 
job readiness skills and college success,” 
Dr. Champion said. “Training will be in 
the areas of Computer and Internet Spe-
cialist, Medical Office Specialist, Payroll 
Assistant, and Structural Welding.”

For more information about CPWE and 
the wide range of courses available 
through the program, please visit https://
www.southtexascollege.edu/cpwe/ or call 
956-872-3585. CPWE offices are located 
at STC’s Pecan Plaza, Starr County Cam-
pus in Rio Grande City, and Technology 
Campus in McAllen. 

STC Continuing Education awarded $600K by TWC to 
help students earn workforce skills and find jobs

District Graduation Specialists /Social 

Workers with the Dropout Prevention 

Department and Social Workers with the 

Parental Involvement/ Family & Commu-

nity Engagement Department attended 

the 28th Annual Texas Social Workers 

Conference in February 2019 held in Aus-

tin, Texas and sponsored by the Universi-

ty of Texas at Austin-Steve Hicks School 

of Social Work. This year’s theme was 

School Social Workers: Now More than 

Ever! The theme was selected to high-

light the growing contributions of school 

social workers in Texas. The conference 

was designed to provide school-based 

social service providers with a wide array 

of effective techniques and programs 

to enhance their work as they meet the 

challenges of the future.

 District staff attended workshops in Eth-

ical Practices, Resilience, and Advocacy 

and in Self-Care. Staff also attended 

informative sessions with topics such 

as Combating Domestic Minor Sex 

Trafficking: Who is at Risk, and How Texas 

School Social Workers Can Help; School-

Based Threat Assessment and Violence 

Prevention; Grief Support: Thinking 

Outside of the Box. Also presenting at 

the conference on Family Violence and 

its Effects on the Youth We Serve was 

Eloy Salinas, Sergeant,  with La Joya ISD 

Police Department. Staff returned with 

new strategies and tools to empower 

students, parents, and school personnel.

Attending the Texas School Social Worker Conference from left 
to right:
Erica Salinas, LBSW-JLHS Graduation Specialist;
Sonia Hernandez, LBSW- CCC Social Worker;
Claudia González, MSSW, LBSW-LJHS Graduation Specialist; 
Ina Flores, LBSW-Treviño MS Social Worker;
Brenda Zamora, LBSW-CCMS Social Worker; Melissa Garcia, 
LMSW-PHS Graduation Specialist
Also attending but not pictured Xochitl Garcia, LBSW-JLHS 
Social Worker; Norma Garcia, LBSW-Salinas
MS; Roger Salazar, LBSW-Saenz MS; Arturo Figueroa, 
LBSW- Migrant Department Social Worker

School Social Workers: Enhancing Their Practice



A group of La Joya High School 
T-STEM girls participated at UTRGV’s 
“Engineer Girl Day” on February 22, 
2019. Faculty and staff displayed what 
they do within the College of Engi-
neering and spoke to them about why 
they should pursue engineering.
Students came back and shared what 
they had learned with their fellow 
classmates, and encouraged them to 
see out a career in engineering.

La Joya HS T-STEM Students Attend
“Engineering Girl Day” at UTRGV

PHS T-STEM Students Tour Texas A&M CC
PHS T-STEM has been busy visiting 
higher education schools in efforts 
to expose our students to their 
post-secondary opportunities. Our 
freshman made a trip out to South 
Texas College in McAllen, while 
sophomores made a commute out 
to Texas A&M University Corpus 
Christi. Both groups enjoyed cam-
pus tours and were able to ask any 
questions in reference to college 
admission requirements, housing 
options and general campus life 
questions.
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academies

Emily Sandoval Alyssa Isabel Cardenas 

Palmview HS T-STEM 
Students Assist in 
STEM Camp

La Joya ISD 8th 
Graders Students 
Receive Acceptance 
Letters

La Joya HS T-STEM 
Students Participate 
in UTRGV Challenge

The Palmview High School T-STEM stu-
dents participated and assisted in a STEM 
camp for middle school students in partner-
ship with our district Technology Depart-
ment as well as GEAR UP. We are super 
excited about promoting STEM education! 
This participation further strengthens our 
student’s knowledge in the STEM fields, 
and provides them with an opportunity to 
practice their skills.

Hundreds of 8th Grade students all over the 
La Joya Independent School District received 
their letter of acceptance to their school of 
choice in mid-March. Students heard pre-
sentations from all of the Academy options 
at their respective school, and then selected 
the one they thought most identified with 
their future goals. CONGRATULATIONS to all 
those accepted! 
 
Congratulations Emily Sandoval for being 
accepted in the Thelma Salinas STEM/ Early 
College High School!
 
Congratulations to Alyssa Isabel Cardenas 
who was accepted into the Academy of Arts 
and Humanities at La Joya High School!

LJHS T-STEM Academy students participat-
ed at the UTRGV 1st Annual Innovaquero 
Innovation Challenge yesterday. Students 
prepared a 5-minute poster presentation 
with a question and answer session. The 
idea of the competition was to compete 
as a team designing and prototyping an 
innovative engineering solution to a real-life 
challenge. Students also received mentoring 
and support during the competition and 
showcased their engineering solution to 
faculty and students.

Students enrolled in the Academies 
of LJISD were on hand at several local 
businesses in the Rio Grande Valley for 
a special job shadowing event orga-
nized by the Business and Community 
Engagement office. Students visited 
several businesses and took a first-hand 

look at careers that interest them. Two 
of those businesses were Royal Tech-
nologies and IBC bank. While enrolled 
in any one of the Academy programs 
at La Joya ISD, students are exposed 
to opportunities that steer them in the 
direction of future career success.

Another Middle School STEM camp 
down for PHS T-STEM students! 
Throughout the year, the technology 
department of La Joya ISD hosts STEM 
camps at various campus around the 
district. If you have ever or will ever 
attend a camp, you can count on our 
PHS students to be in attendance 
ready to assist and facilitate the many 
different activities hosted by the 
districts technology dept. By volun-
teering their time, students are gaining 
leadership skills and adding commu-
nity service hours to their high school 
resumes. Keep up the hard work 
students! You are an inspiration to the 
youth of La Joya ISD.

Academy Students Land Job 
Shadowing Opportunities

PHS T-STEM Students Attend STEM Camp

Palmview High School Academy students visited 
South Texas College and took a guided tour led by 
current STC students. Students gained valuable in-
formation and learned more about dual enrollment 
opportunities available to them.

On behalf of our TSTEM Academy, and Juarez Lincoln High School, we want to thank our District Attorney Ricardo Rodri-

guez and Rosie Martinez for speaking to our students and helping us create awareness in our school. It’s always important 

to remind our students that relationships should be healthy, that they matter and that their voice is important. We love our 

Huskies and want the best for them.

Palmview HS 
Academy Students 
Visit STC

Juarez-Lincoln HS T-STEM Academy
Students Welcomes District Attorney
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employee        corner
Banavides Elem.
Principal Bids Farewell

Teaching with Heart at 
Cavazos Elementary

A heartfelt “Thank you” to all of the Benavides 
Elementary students, parents, and staff. It has 
been wonderful being your principal. I will 
miss you all and want you to know that I wish 
you “Only the Best!” of everything. Each of 
you holds a special place in my heart and I am 
grateful for our time together. Take care and 
remember to smile!

  Sincerely, Donna Martinez

Congratulations to Cavazos Elementary’s 2018-
2019 Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Karina Gallegos.  
Mrs. Gallegos has been a school teacher for 14 
years at La Joya I.S.D. She is currently teaching 
1st Grade, but has taught Pre-K & 3rd as well.  
Being selected as Teacher of the Year requires 
fellow coworkers to vote for their preferred 
choice. Additionally, Teachers of the Year have 
to demonstrate leadership, effective teaching 
qualities, community involvement, as well as a 
love of teaching.  Mrs. Gallegos shines in all of 
these categories and more.  She always goes 
above and beyond for her students and her 
peers. Anyone who observes her teaching, can 
take notice of how she “Teaches With Heart”. 
Cavazos’ students and staff are proud to have 
her as part of their winning team.

Diaz-Villarreal proudly congratulates  
G/T Teacher, Angelika Garza, and 
her class on receiving a grant in the 
amount of $4000.00 from the Educa-
tional Excellence Foundation. Thanks 
to the generosity of fellow employees 
district-wide, Mrs. Garza’s class will 
now be receiving much-needed iPads 
and other technology equipment to 
enhance their learning. Students were 
besides themselves with joy when they 
received the news! Up until then, they 
had needed to share iPads and wait 

their turn in order to complete their 
projects. Thanks to this grant, each 
student will have an iPad to use during 
class! “After attending the Technol-
ogy Academy with Mrs. Clem Garza, 
I learned firsthand the importance of 
exposing our students to technology. 
When the year began, I was excited to 
implement everything I had learned. 
However, I encountered a roadblock 
when I discovered there was a serious 
lack of up-to-date technology devices 
in my classroom. That’s when I decided 

to apply for this grant,” expressed 
Mrs. Garza. “Thanks to everyone who 
contributed, my students will now have 
the opportunity to complete their proj-
ects more efficiently, and I will be able 
to pass on the knowledge acquired 
from the Apple Academy.” Thanks 
again to Mrs. Clem Garza for inspiring 
us educators, and to all those employ-
ees who have donated to the Educa-
tional Excellence Foundation. You are 
supporting a wonderful cause and we 
at Diaz-Villarreal truly appreciate you.

Teacher Awarded Grant from La Joya
Educational Excellence Foundation

Memorial Middle School is proud 
to congratulate reading specialist 
Miss Norma Vega on her prestigious 
nomination as System 44 Outstanding 
Educator of the Year! The national 
award recognizes educators who have 
helped students gain significant growth 
in reading achievement in the reading 
intervention classroom. The nomina-
tion, submitted by Regional Consultant 
for HMH Literacy Solutions Diana Rum-
field, recognizes Miss Vega’s readiness 
for the challenge of embracing the S44 
program, her dedication to studying 
the program components and per-
sistent work to diligently implement the 
program. In her second year as the S44 
teacher at MMS, Miss Vega has made it 
her mission to ensure that all students 
succeed and the results show! “Miss 
Vega’s classroom has become a model 

for the district where she shares her 
instructional practices and expectations 
with peers,” Rumfield notes in her nom-
ination submission. Miss Vega credits 
her supportive colleagues who have 
worked side by side with her after hours 
as she strives to master the program. 
“The support has been incredible,” 
Miss Vega states. “I tapped on the 
experience from Martha Ramos (DTMS) 
and Rhonda Salinas (JDSMS) who were 
willing to help guide me. Mrs. Rumfield 
and ELA coordinator, Veronica Chavez, 
have also been there every step of 
the way. Everything Mrs. Rumfield has 
instructed me to try, I have tried with 
success; she is an awesome coach. The 
whole supportive cohort played a piv-
otal part in my transition into the role of 
reading specialist.” 

Memorial MS Teacher Nominated for 
National Outstanding Educator of the Year

La Joya ISD financial aid specialist, Mr. 
Daniel Diaz was recently selected as a 
WKKF (W.K Kellog Foundation) Commu-
nity Leadership Network fellow joining 
a diverse group of 80 individuals dedi-
cated to working within communities to 
build brighter futures. The organization 
is a model program for developing local 
leaders who can unite people to create 
transformational change toward a more 
equitable society for all.

The 18-month fellowship program brings 
together 80 dynamic and diverse lead-
ers from across the United States and 
sovereign tribes. The class is organized 
into cohorts based in Michigan, Mississip-
pi, New Mexico and New Orleans – the 
foundation’s priority places – along with 
one national cohort. Members include 
elected officials, youth advocates, educa-
tors, businesspeople, attorneys, civil rights 
activist, tribal leaders, conservationist, and 
faith leaders. 

Of the more than 800 applicants to the 
fellowship program, only 80 were se-

lected, with Mr. Diaz being one of those 
honorees. 

Through hands-on training, mentoring 
and practical experience, the fellowship 
prepares leaders to rise to the challenges 
of our time. The program offers oppor-
tunities to understand the embedded 
racism in our systems and learn practical 
approaches to heal and unite communi-
ties around solutions. 

The fellowship is unique for joining col-
lective resources and efforts to ensure all 
children have the opportunity to thrive, 
fostering a connected network of local 
leaders to drive transformational change, 
and advancing racial equity. “Together 
the WKKF community leadership network 
fellows move towards justice by bridging 
divides, encouraging new pathways for 
collaboration and leading transforma-
tional change for children, families, and 
communities. It also plays a vital role 
in nurturing local leaders and building 
strong, connected networks that can 
address today’s challenges,” stated Diaz 

of his recognition.

As the only fellow from the entire state 
of Texas, Mr. Diaz will be representing 
La Joya ISD and the state in this national 
fellowship that works towards greater 
social equity. 

The district congratulates and thanks Mr. 
Diaz for being in the forefront of increas-
ing college access for all students at La 
Joya ISD, and for helping our students 
succeed in life after high school. 

Prestigious Organization Announces one of our own as New Fellow

La Joya ISD Spelling Bee winners attend the 31st 
Annual Rio Grande Valley Regional Spelling Bee Contest

L-R: Daniel Moreno (Garcia MS) - 2nd  PLACE, Lorena Andrade (Richards MS) - 1st  PLACE, Adilin Garza (Chavez MS) - 3rd PLACE

On February 27, 2019, the La Joya ISD Elemen-

tary Education Department hosted their annual 

transition meeting “Preparing Your Child for 

Elementary”.  In this meeting, elementary content 

coordinators shared PK aligned ideas about 

reading, math, and science with the Head Start 

Center Managers and local daycare owners as 

they prepare to transition their young learners into 

public school at La Joya ISD. 

(Head Start Center Managers: Cynthia Gonzalez, 

Elizabeth Gonzalez, Marissa Guerra, Marianita 

Garcia, and Idolina Rivera / Daddy’s D.C. Learning: 

Laura Hernandez / Elementary Education Dept:  

Alma Ortega, Claudia Munoz, Lucy Munoz, Kathy 

Pulido, and Alejandro Carranza)

Successful Transition Meeting
held by District Leaders



Kindergartners at Jose de Escandon 
Elementary celebrated Dr. Seuss week 
by participating in many school wide 
activities.  Dr. Seuss read alouds and 
classroom crafts and activities were 
among some of the many activities 
that took place. Some of the school 
wide activities were: Wear a hat, wear a 
shirt you can read, look your wackiest, 
wear crazy socks and career dress 
up day. For career dress up day all 
students who dressed up participated 
in a school wide Dr. Seuss parade. 
Students who chose not to participate, 
sat in the hallway outside of their 
classrooms to cheer on the students 

who were marching in the parade.  
In the classroom they created a Cat 
in the Hat craft involving alliteration 
sentences. Students also completed a 
Lorax math activity involving measure-
ment. All crafts were an extension of 
the lesson that was done as part of 
reading the story. Hallways all over 
the school were decorated with stu-
dent created Dr. Seuss decorations. 
It was a wonderful week and a great 
way to pay homage one of America’s 
greatest children’s authors of all time. 
Dr. Seuss week is always a week that 
all students and school personnel 
look forward to each and every year.

We celebrated Dr. Seuss the week 
of February 25th thru March 1, 2019.  
Students as a campus dressed up 
differently based on Dr. Seuss book 
of the day.  Students had the oppor-
tunity to wear a Dr. Seuss Hat for “Cat 
in the Hat”, a green shirt for “Green 
Eggs and Ham” and crazy socks for 
“Fox in Socks”.  Friday March 1, 2019, 
school librarian Sandra Lumbreras 
read “Green Eggs and Ham” by Dr. 

Seuss to students from Pre-K thru 2nd 
grade at the cafeteria one grade level 
at a time.  After students heard the 
read aloud “Green Eggs and Ham”, 
they had the opportunity to do a craft 
activity that they were able to take 
home.  Students had a blast listening, 
dressing up and creating their own 
characters from Cat in the Hat- Thing 
One and Thing Two puppet as a cele-
bration of Dr. Seuss’ Birthday.

Escandon Elem. Students Celebrate Dr. Seuss

Dr. Seuss Celebration at Zapata Elementary

Read across America day coincides with 
Dr. Seuss’ birthday on March 2nd and 
was started in 1998 to motivate children 
to become successful lifelong readers.  
Students and staff dressed in their 
favorite Dr. Seuss theme shirt or outfit.  

We had all sort of characters from Dr. 
Seuss’ books, like the Cat in the Hat, 
Thing 1 & Thing 2, and Cindy Lou Who.  
Mrs. B. Garza, GT teacher set up a 
green screen with Seuss background 
for students and staff to take pictures.

This year the students at Perez Ele-

mentary celebrated Dr. Seuss’s 115th 

birthday. The students dressed up fol-

lowing the theme of a different book 

each day.   One day they wore mus-

taches like the Lorax and another a hat 

like the Cat in the Hat.  The students 

devoured Green Eggs and Ham and 

Hat in the Cat gelatin desserts.  They 

also read Dr. Seuss’s wacky books and 

engaged in related activities through-

out the week.  The students enjoyed 

every activity they participated in since 

Dr. Seuss might just be their favorite 

author of all time!

Read Across America Day
at Gonzalez Elementary

Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss from Perez Elem.
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Dr. Seuss Literacy 
Night at Clinton Elem.

Dr. Seuss’ Week at 
Sam Fordyce Elem.

Peña Elem. Celebrates 
with Green Eggs & Ham

Students from Clinton celebrate Dr. Seuss 
during Literacy Night. Literacy Night is an 
afternoon event happening at Clinton where 
students from Kinder through 5th grade enjoy 
a read-aloud followed by fun activities and 
tasty treats prepared by our school librarian Ms. 
Garza and the Clinton teachers. Students had 
a chance to listen attentively to iconic stories 
by Dr. Seuss like “The Lorax”, “One Fish, Two 
Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish”, “Cat in the Hat”, and 
many more wonderful books. Literacy Night is a 
fun and exciting event many students are always 
looking forward to participate and be a part of. 
“No matter how small”, it’s always entertaining 
listening to a good book and “You’re never too 
old, too wacky, too wild, to pick up a book and 
read to a child.”-Dr. Seuss.

Sam Fordyce Elementary students and staff show 
their love for Dr. Seuss by participating in activi-
ties throughout the week.  The cafeteria helped 
kick off the Dr. Seuss activities by serving Green 
Eggs and Ham for breakfast where students’ 
reactions were priceless.  Activities followed the 
whole week going with themes related to a Dr. 
Seuss book including The Sleep Book, The Cat 
in the Hat, Wacky Wednesday, The Lorax and Dr. 
Seuss biographies.  Students and staff members 
dressed up as they joined in the activities.  To 
culminate Dr. Seuss Week, students in grades 
Pre-K through 2nd as well as the Sam Fordyce 
Elementary choir danced and sang for our 
students and parents in a special presentation.  
Students look forward to participating in the Dr. 
Seuss’ week activities every year!

To celebrate Dr. Seuss Week, the students from 
Mrs. Hinojosa-Gonzalez’s classroom enjoyed 
Green Eggs and Ham. They also made Star 
Bellied Snitch Cookies. They learned about the 
importance of following steps in order and were 
rewarded for their hard work.

Mrs. Garza’s Kindergarten students showing off their Dr. Seuss craft.



EL NOTICIERO ISSUE 716


