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Dear La Joya ISD Family,

Our students, staff, and administration have 
been working diligently over the course of 
this first semester to Shine Bright Towards 
Success in the classroom! I am proud to have 
our students back on campus where they 
are learning, participating in extracurricular 
activities, and resuming a new normal which 
includes following new health and safety 
procedures and protocols. 

La Joya ISD is dedicated to the well-being 
and safety of all our students and staff. We 
have worked hard to ensure that everyone is 
protected, and these changes have certainly 
made a positive impact on our ability to 
continue to provide our students with the 
highest quality education. We are thankful 
to our outstanding teachers and employees 
who go above and beyond every day for our 
students!

With the first semester almost halfway 
through, we have many exciting 
accomplishments to celebrate at La Joya ISD. 
I am especially excited to announce that we 
were voted as The Monitors Readers’ Choice 
Award for Favorite District and Favorite 
Sports Stadium! We are so thankful to have 
earned these prestigious awards and would 
like to thank our community, families, and 
staff for making this possible. I am also thrilled 
to announce that Jimmy Carter Early College 
High School and Thelma R. Salinas STEM 
Early College High School have both received 
GreatSchools.org’s inaugural College Success 
Award - Gold! The College Success Award 
recognizes and celebrates public high schools 
that excel in ensuring students prepare for 
college, enroll in college, and succeed once 
they get there. 

As we gear up for an exciting second half 
of the Fall semester, I would like to again 
express my gratitude to you, our La Joy ISD 
families, for your support as we work together 
to provide our students the best learning 
environment, education, and opportunities! 

With great pride, 

	 			Dr.	Gisela	Saenz
       LA JOYA ISD SUPERINTENDENT

Message
from the

 S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
FOR VOTING LA JOYA ISD 

LA JOYA ISD FAVORITE SCHOOL 

DISTRICT AND FAVORITE STADIUM!

2021 The Monitor's 
Readers' Choice 

Awards

PROUDLY HIGHLIGHTING LA JOYA ISD’S ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE 1983! 

La Joya ISD SHINES BRIGHT in this year’s 
The Monitor’s Readers’ Choice Awards!

The Monitor has announced the winners of the 
2021 Readers’ Choice Awards, naming La Joya 
ISD Favorite School District and La Joya ISD Pack 
Stadium Favorite Stadium.

Every year, The Monitor identifies the businesses 
that the newspaper’s readers identified as their 
favorite. The categories include automotive, 
education, entertainment, financial, food and drink, 
health and beauty, home and garden, medical, real 
estate, recreation, services and shopping.

La Joya ISD has been a recipient of several 
awards in prior years, one of which includes 
Favorite Superintendent. La Joya ISD prides itself 
to ensure we prepare students to SHINE BRIGHT 
toward success. We are committed to providing 

a well-rounded curriculum that supports strong 
visual arts education, STEM, STEAM, Technology, 
Media Visual Arts, Health Science Professions, 
amongst others across all schools and grade levels.

“La Joya ISD is honored to be among the winners 
of this year’s The Monitor Readers’ Choice Awards 
and earning these two distinctive awards is 
extremely exciting. It’s great to see our district’s 
efforts SHINE BRIGHT through this recognition,” 
said Superintendent of Schools Dr. Gisela Saenz. 

Thank you to our community for always being 
supportive and showing us that support by making 
us this year’s The Monitor Readers’ Choice Awards 
recipients for the Favorite School District and 
Favorite Sports Stadium awards.



Students at Lorenzo de Zavala Middle School read 
62,541,077 words the 1st six weeks, placing them in 
1st place at the district level!  Way to go, students 

and staff! “Reading comprehension is a top priority, 
it’s important students understand and process what 
they are reading,” explains Principal Silvia Elizondo. 

Our librarian Mrs. Flores has done a great job 
planning reading events and together with staff we 

have been able to accomplish this goal. 

Keep up the fantastic reading!

LDZLDZ
STUDENTS EARN 
1ST PLACE FOR 
READING 
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Dear La Joya ISD Families:

On behalf of the La Joya 
ISD School Board, we want 
to thank our students, 
families, and staff for working 
together with us to ensure 
the successful start of the 
2021-2022 academic year. I 
am especially proud of the 
dedication of our teachers 
and staff who despite the 
difficulties of the last year, 
have entered this school year 
determined to make it the best one yet!

As we begin to navigate a new normal, our 
highest priority has been to ensure that our 
classrooms and our facilities remain safe 
learning environments for our students and 
staff. With our new safety measures in place,  
La Joya ISD remains in the forefront of 
providing our students a healthy and  
high-quality education so our students can 
Shine Bright Toward Success!

In this issue, I am proud to share the progress, 
learning opportunities, and activities of 
our students throughout La Joya ISD. 
Extracurricular activities have once again 
resumed, allowing our students to showcase 
their skills and talents. With so many programs 
offered at La Joya ISD, we are thrilled to see 
our students once again participating in their 
favorite activities.

Thank you for being a part of our La Joya ISD 
family and I know we have so much more to 
accomplish before the end of the semester. 

GO PACK!
Oscar “Coach” Salinas, 
School Board President

Estimadas familias de La Joya ISD:

En nombre de la Junta Escolar de 
La Joya ISD, queremos agradecer 
a nuestros estudiantes, familias y 
personal por trabajar juntos con 
nosotros para asegurar el exitoso 
comienzo del año académico 2021-
2022. Estoy especialmente orgulloso 
de la dedicación de nuestros 
maestros y el personal que a pesar 
de las dificultades del año pasado, 
han entrado en este año escolar 
decidido a hacer que sea el mejor.

A medida que comenzamos a navegar por una 
nueva normalidad, nuestra mayor prioridad ha 
sido garantizar que nuestras aulas y nuestras 
instalaciones sigan siendo entornos de 
aprendizaje seguros para nuestros estudiantes 
y personal. ¡Con nuestras nuevas medidas 
de seguridad, La Joya ISD se mantiene a 
la vanguardia de proporcionar a nuestros 
estudiantes una educación saludable y de alta 
calidad para que nuestros estudiantes puedan 
brillar hacia el éxito!

En esta edición, me enorgullece compartir el 
progreso, las oportunidades de aprendizaje y 
las actividades de nuestros estudiantes en todo 
La Joya ISD. Las actividades extracurriculares 
se han reanudado una vez más, permitiendo a 
nuestros estudiantes mostrar sus habilidades y 
talentos. Con tantos programas ofrecidos en La 
Joya ISD, estamos encantados de ver a nuestros 
estudiantes una vez más participando en sus 
actividades favoritas.

Gracias por ser parte de nuestra familia de La 
Joya ISD y sé que tenemos mucho más que lograr 
antes del final del semestre. ¡VAMOS PACK!
 

Oscar “Coach” Salinas, 
Presidente de la Junta Escolar

Message
from the

school board president
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JIMMY CARTER ECHS and THELMA R. SALINAS STEM ECHS have been selected among 1,770 schools across the nation to win the 
inaugural College Success Gold Award - an award that recognizes and celebrates high schools that excel at preparing students to enroll and 

succeed in college. Awardees are selected based on available college preparation and postsecondary data provided by Texas.

Awarded for the 2nd 
Consecutive Year

Awarded for the 3rd 
Consecutive Year

Claudia 
Gomez-Perez 
JIMMY CARTER 

ECHS PRINCIPAL

Victor
Rodriguez

THELMA R. SALINAS 
STEM ECHS PRINCIPAL

For being named as 2021 recipients of the GreatSchools.org
College Success Award and the prestigious inaugural Gold Award!

THELMA R. SALINAS 
STEM ECHS

Congratulations!
JIMMY CARTER

ECHS
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La Joya ISD is proud to announce that 
Jimmy Carter Early College High School 
and Thelma R. Salinas STEM Early 
College High School have both received 
GreatSchools.org’s inaugural College 
Success Award - Gold! The College Success 
Award recognizes and celebrates public 
high schools that excel in ensuring students 
prepare for college, enroll in college, and 
succeed once they get there.

In 2021, GreatSchools.org  added a new 
recognition level — the College Success 
Award - Gold — highlighting schools that 
have multiyear track records of preparing 
students to enroll and succeed in college. 
A total of 1,770 schools from 26 states 
received this inaugural distinction. 

Jimmy Carter Early College High School, 
under the leadership of Principal Claudia 
Gomez-Perez, has earned the award for 3 
consecutive years 2021, 2020, and 2019. 
Thelma R. Salinas STEM Early College High 

School, through the leadership of Principal 
Victor Rodriguez, has earned the award for 
2 consecutive years. La Joya ISD is thrilled 
that this year, both schools have earned 
the first-ever College Success Award - Gold 
distinction for a multi-year track record of 
preparing students to enroll and succeed in 
college.

In its fourth year, the College Success Award 
program evaluates public schools based on 
data that show how well our school prepares 
students to succeed after graduation, 
including whether they enroll in college, 
are ready for college-level coursework, and 
persist into their second year. 

“It’s good that the school and our district 
continually pushes the idea of success. The 
point is that it is for our benefit and future. 
Jimmy Carter Early College High School 
does a good job of reminding us of what 
we need to do and to be ready for our 
future,” senior Oscar Vargas said.

JIMMY CARTER ECHS &
THELMA R. SALINAS STEM ECHS WIN
COLLEGE SUCCESS AWARD GOLD
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KIKA DE LA GARZA 
WELCOMES
Mrs. Evette Bazaldua
A teaching assignment is significant for several reasons. One good reason 
is to mentor and bring valuable knowledge that can translate into tangible 
effectiveness to students and staff.  When all goes well, new assignments are a 
catalyst for a successful school year.  This helps to establish productive interaction 
between the teachers, students, co-workers, parents and community. 

We are happy to announce Kika de la Garza’s new Principal Mrs. Evette Bazaldua 
this school year 2021-22. She is no stranger to the La Joya District! Mrs. Bazaldua 
was a GT teacher for six years and served as an Assistant Principal for a year and 
a half. She comes to us with plenty of experience.

We are elated to have her share her professional expertise with our staff and 
students here on campus.  We are confident her unique background in leadership 
and her expertise will lead us to a productive and a successful school year!

Welcome Aboard Mrs. Bazaldua!

“Leadership is not about a title or a designation but about impact, influences and 
inspiration.” It’s about inspiring teammates as well as students.” - CHRIS HADFIELD

DR. SAENZ STEM CAMPUS
OFFERS TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS CLASSES

Dr. Saenz Middle School is proud to say that we have two Technology 
Applications teachers serving our student’s needs. Each instructor has a full 
schedule of classes serving our sixth, seventh, and eight grade students.  

Mr. Abran Duran, Jr. brings over thirty years of technology experience 
along with many industry certifications from organizations like 
Microsoft, CompTIA, and Cisco. His education includes an Associates of 
Applied Science in Electromechanical Technology (Automated Systems 
and Robotics) and a Bachelors in Information Technology (coding) and 
has over 22 total years of teaching experience with 12 years teaching at 
South Texas College. 

Our second instructor is Mrs. Cassandra Gracia. She has six years 
of teaching experience. She is an Apple Teacher, Google Certified 
Educator Levels 1 and 2, and certified in multiple educational 
technology platforms with a Bachelors in Biology and a Masters of 
Educational Leadership.  

We are proud of the outstanding work Mr. Duran and Mrs. Gracia are 
doing to provide engaging lessons on technology tools and provide 
an abundance of STEM learning opportunities. We are confident that 
our teachers will provide our students with 21st century skills that will 
prepare them for the future.

ACE PROGRAM  EXPANDS AT TABASCO
The Tabasco Elementary Afterschool Centers for Education is under 
way in the 2021-2022 school year, and it has brought students 
together to help grow their varied interests and give them an outlet 
for creativity and personal growth.

This year, the ACE Program, under the direction of Mrs. M. Robledo, 
has expanded its offerings to include cheer/dance, arts & crafts, 
Folklorico, and the new additions of the Book Club and Tech Club. 

The Tabasco Elementary dancers have already made appearances 
at local events, and newer clubs, such as the Tech Club, which has 
expanded the focus of the robotics club of previous years, helps 
students grow their technology skills in different areas including 
coding and 3D printing design. In the Book Club, the students 
participate in literacy-based activities that allow them to explore 
elements of literature through discussion and fun activities.

As the ACE Program continues to expand, other events could be added 
in the future. Tabasco is proud to offer these enrichment activities to 
students as an extension of their daily educational experiences.
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Effective this school year, Palmview High School has 
installed a new way to get water. Every student has 
been given a personal water bottle to refill at water 
fountains that now have refilling stations. 

Due to the pandemic, select water fountains 
throughout the campus were given a refilling 
station. Since school has begun, approximately 
25,000 plastic bottles have been saved by 
students refilling their water bottles. 

“Before the new water stations, I would have 
to bring multiple water bottles from home just 
to stay hydrated,” junior Jomar Vasquez said. 

Vasquez has loved the addition of the water 
stations. He says he has been using the water 
stations to refill his water bottle about twice a 
day. Also, he’s grateful that he has been given 
the water bottle because it’s his own; there is 
no one else using it. 

“I feel good about being able to refill your own 
water bottles,” junior Michael Hernandez said. 
“It’s much more accessible to have water with 
you than going back and forth.” 

When the school year started, students had 
to drink out of pre-filled cups to use the 
water fountains. Hernandez is glad the district 
changed that. He can always have water with 

him, and he feels getting water is safe. He 
says he has seen no one putting their hands or 
mouth near the water fountain. 

“I’ve been refilling my water bottle since they 
had given them out,” junior Adrian Nunez said. 

With the pandemic continuing, Nunez along with 
others had a lot of health concerns. He feared 
that if everyone drank from a water fountain, 
there would be lots of germs transferring. He’s 
glad that he doesn’t have to worry about that. 
Everyone has been given a water bottle to drink 
out of, and all Nunez says all he has to do to refill 
his water bottle is put it to the sensor.

“I feel it has been very helpful, especially being 
an athlete,” junior Roman Garcia said. “We 
need a lot of water to stay hydrated, and the 
water bottle has helped a lot with that.” 

Garcia is glad about the improvements the 
school has done to get water because he 
always has water with him and he doesn’t have 
to go searching for a water fountain every time 
he’s thirsty. Also, with the refilling stations, 
students and athletes can refill their water 
bottles much faster now. He’s thankful that 
none of this has come at an extra cost because 
he thinks he wouldn’t be willing to pay the 
number of refills he does in one day. 

LOBOS USE REUSABLE WATER BOTTLES
TO MINIMIZE SPREAD OF COVID-19

DIAZ-VILLARREAL 
HAS A

NEW BUDDY!
We’re excited to announce that Diaz-Villareal Elementary is part 
of this school year’s Adopt-A-School program with our local HEB! 
Through this program, our school will have the support of Palmview 
HEB for incentives. They surprised our teachers with goody bags 
to wish them a great Back-To-School month. Later in the semester, 
they treated the entire staff to a continental breakfast to keep our 
teachers fueled and ready for our students. Yet another time Mrs. 
Benita Hernandez, HEB Associate, showed generosity when she 
donated books for our lower-grade students. Our librarian used 
these books to reward the winners of our Reading Race as well as 
for other events.

Another wonderful opportunity for our school, is that along with 
the incentives, Diaz can also count on some very interesting and 
educational visits during Career Day as well as everyone’s favorite: 
H-E-BUDDY! We are beyond excited to welcome HEB associates to 
our campus and hear all about their day-to-day job experience and 
career opportunities HEB has to offer. Thank you, HEB Associates 
and Management, for choosing Diaz-Villarreal Elementary! We look 
forward to the many opportunities this partnership will bring for our 
students and staff this school year!BENITA HERNANDEZ, YOLANDA SALAZAR-MEAVE, AND ZEKE (HEB ASSOCIATE)

SUPER STUDENTSSUPER STUDENTS
OF THE MONTH 
Rewarding students for making positive choices is one of Juan 
N. Seguin’s Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) 
objectives. Every month students from each class who follow the 
PBIS expectations are chosen as the Super Students of the Month. 
The students of the month are respectful and value the differences 
of individuals and are also responsible and work to achieve personal 
goals. This incentive keeps students motivated, reinforces good 
behavior, and creates a warm school environment.

Freshman Josejuan Alcala refills his water
bottle during passing period.



VIP VISIT AT PEREZ
Perez Elementary recently had very important visitors. The National American 
Federation of Teachers (AFT) very own Executive Vice President, Evelyn DeJesus 
and Texas AFT President, Zeph Capo brought 250 books to Perez Elementary in 
September.  These VIPs visited the campus and classrooms. Perez Elementary students 
and staff were very happy and appreciative of such a magnificent donation.  Students 
were able to choose a book and add it to their home libraries.
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MEMORIAL MS
ESTABLISHES 

CHAPTER 7192
“The Hands of HOSA mold the Health of Tomorrow” and we are so excited to 
announce that students of Memorial Middle School have officially established 
a middle school chapter of their own. HOSA - Future Health Professionals, 
is an organization that promotes career opportunities in health. Currently, 
MMS has 67 active members eager to make their mark and mold the health 
of tomorrow within their very own communities. Students met for their very 
first meeting in October and are anxiously looking forward to planning and 
holding events that will educate and promote health awareness in their 
community while actively learning about the most in demand healthcare jobs. 
Keep an eye out for the remarkable students, for they have their own unique 
road with many ups and downs, but one thing’s for sure...the best is yet to 
come! Congratulations MMS HSPA students and staff!

Homecoming queen, Leenette Saenz poses with king, Danny Guillen
after being crowned in the royal court on October 7.

As students settled into the rhythm 
of coming back to school, one week 
full of celebrations arrived. 

Homecoming week returned this year for every 
student to experience. Students were able to 
participate in homecoming week by attending 
a dance, going to the game, voting for their 
favorite homecoming nominees, and much more. 

“I loved it,” freshman Eloy Garcia said. “I 
participated in homecoming, and I would 
definitely do it again.”

For Garcia, the best part about homecoming was 
the game. As a top three homecoming nominee 
for freshman, Garcia walked during halftime and 
enjoyed having people cheer for him to win, 
which he did. Besides the game, he also enjoyed 
seeing his freshman hall light up with red, white, 
and black. The halls were decorated in the spirit 
of homecoming by people in his class. Overall, 
Garcia has enjoyed this homecoming and looks 
forward to the next three years. 

“I was really excited and happy to hear 
that homecoming was happening this 
year, especially with everything that has 

been happening right now in the world,” 
sophomore Rubi Rivas said. 

For both freshmen and sophomores, this was 
their true first homecoming experience, and Rivas 
says she was thrilled for homecoming week. She 
enjoyed the football game and the bonfire, but 
her favorite activity was the dance. It was full of 
decorations which she thought were beautiful. To 
her, the dance was the best experience. 

“I wasn’t excited for the dance, but man was 
I proven wrong,” junior Eddie Valdez said. 
“Despite the COVID-19 protocols, I thought it 
was phenomenal.”

To fully enjoy his first homecoming, Valdez 
participated in many activities, and he doesn’t 
regret it. He was in the parade as a football player, 
he stayed on a Saturday to decorate his class 
hall, and he took his partner to the homecoming 
dance. Overall, he enjoyed seeing everyone get 
together and show their school pride. 

“This year’s homecoming week I was looking 
forward to every event because it is my last 
year in high school,” senior Leenette Saenz 
said. “My goal was to enjoy every moment and 
make lots of memories.” 

In a year full of uncertainties, Saenz is grateful 
that she has been given the opportunity 
to enjoy her senior year to the fullest. As a 
homecoming nominee for the academies, she 
enjoyed campaigning and giving back to the 
community. Knowing these moments will never 
come back, she attended the homecoming 
dance to create lasting memories with her 
classmates. Above all else, she is thankful she 
got to experience her senior homecoming with 
her mother by her side. 

 A NEW  Homecoming EXPERIENCE



Fifth grade students at Jose de Escandon Elementary have been enjoying hands on 
experiments in our classrooms. Teaching science requires a different approach for our 
students to fully comprehend the concept. Therefore our 5th grade students have the 
opportunity to conduct science lab experiments where they can experience the hands-on 
investigations, they get to work with science laboratory equipment where they can then 
learn to make scientific arguments. Conducting experiments, reviewing them closely, 
developing logical reasoning, and responding to analytical comments, are some of the 
valuable skills that help in preparing the next generation of scientists, engineers, and 
medical professionals. Many of the world-famous scientists and researchers develop their 
lifelong interest in science in their school science lab only where they conduct their first 
science lab experiments. Not only is it a better way to learn science, but it’s also more fun. 
Our students love conducting science experiments and our goal as teachers is to create 
concrete thinkers, therefore we allow them to tinker with things, manipulate things, watch 
things that move, and things that change. Here at Jose de Escandon Elementary our 
students are given the opportunity to conduct science experiments on a weekly basis. 

L A  J O YA  I S D  T H E  D I A M O N D  N E W S  |  2 0 2 1 - 2 0 2 2  I S S U E  1

ACADEMICS

Science
LAB FUN!

MOTIVATING
STUDENTS THROUGH FINE ARTS

Ms. Maribel Garza, Fine Arts Teacher at Emiliano Zapata 
Elementary, teaches students about the Elements of Art.  
Ms. Garza instructs PK-5th grades. The elements of art are 
components that help the artist communicate their artwork.  Ms. 
Garza introduces the elements of art with focusing on line, the 
most basic component and yet, the most important in artwork.  
Ms. Garza instructs cross-curricular instruction as art demands 
the knowledge of math with two- and three-dimensional figures.   
When contrasting colors and shading with light, the concept of 
science is incorporated.  She also implements the social-emotional 
learning by creating feelings of movement and emotion through 
lines.  In all, there are 7 Elements of Art that Ms. Garza teaches 
throughout the school year.  Ms. Garza helps students unveil 
their qualities through her art class, and students look forward to 
applying their creativity through artwork. Studies show that giving 
children the opportunity to create through artwork allows for 
individual growth, development, and impact overall health.

LEARNING TO WriteWrite
Sullivan City Head Start students are learning to write complete sentences by using the letter of the week words. Sofia Ramirez, Kamila Aguirre 
and Jemma Flores are writing sentences already. They are engaging in the writing because they have the words with pictures to guide them in 
their writing. Sofia even places her finger to leave a space in between words. These students may be four years old but this doesn’t stop them from 
writing. Today, these students are just beginning to learn how write simple sentences tomorrow they will be famous authors.  

Students in Ms. Garza’s Art class at 
Emiliano Zapata Elementary focus on 
lines for the elements of art as they 

decorate a rhinoceros after practicing 
the strokes of a few lines.

In introducing the Elements
of Art at Zapata Elementary, 

Ms. Garza’s students use various 
lines to decorate the hair of a 

character.
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                     WHY IS THE

Statue	of	Liberty
 GREEN??

During a recent lesson in Mrs. Perales 3rd grade class at Jose de Escandon STEM 
Elementary, students read a nonfiction story filled with fun facts about the Statue 
of Liberty called “Why is the Statue of Liberty Green?”! After reading the story 
and doing research, students learned that the statue of liberty is made of copper 
but over time and due to its exposure to the elements, it has changed. Since it 
has been through many seasons and types of temperature such as wind, rain and 
sun, with time, the Statue of Liberty has formed a green layer all over it called 
patina. Patina forms when copper mixes with water and changes into a mineral 
called malachite. Each student brought their own penny and mixed it with salt and 
vinegar to create their own layer of patina over their pennies! The class was excited 
to be able to observe the changes and record them in their science notebooks.

ESCANDON
STUDENTS LEARN
MEASUREMENT

WHILE STAYING

SAFE
The 4th grade students at Jose de Escandon STEM Elementary learned 
about measuring length in both inches and centimeters. After learning about 
the different units of length and practicing using a ruler, they took their newly 
found knowledge and used it to measure real world objects around the 
classroom. They first provided an educated guess in inches or centimeters 
before measuring their object with their ruler. They then used their ruler 
to check if their educated guess was correct or off by a few units. After 
discussing their findings amongst each other, they went hunting for another 
object to measure in the room. They had to try and find different objects that 
the other students had not measured yet. They had a blast walking around 
the room with their ruler while still staying safe. 

EMMA RUBIO, 3RD GRADE

HEAD START 
STUDENTS LEARN

SH   PES
At La Joya ISD Head Start 
Program, students at Palmview III, 
are actively engaged in exploring 
shapes in the classroom. 

They love working with shape 
manipulatives independently. This 
sparks their creativity while also 
working on shape vocabulary, 
patterns, and other mathematics 
skills, like counting.

OUR CLASSROOM
Commitments
At La Joya Head Start Center our students are learning about 
Classroom Commitments. Each week we will review our Classroom 
Commitments and a student will be chosen to pick which Classroom 
Commitment we will focus on for that week.  Students can choose 
from Using Kind Words where they will commit to saying kind words 
like please and thank you; Using My Big Voice where we let others 
know if they are bothering you or you don’t like what they are doing 
by using your voice; Using Helping Hands means that we will use 
our hands to help like picking up after ourselves; Listening To Other 
People’s Big Voices is when we listen to others if they are letting us 
know that they don’t like something we are doing.



2-DIGIT
ADDITION
HOSPITAL

Second grade students at E. R. Chapa 
Elementary worked together with their 
partner on two-digit addition problems. The 
students dressed up and became surgeons 
for one day. They used hospital gowns 
and gloves to make this activity a great 
success. During this activity, students used 
their concept skill of the week and put into 
practice what they learned in math. The 
students showed their strategies and used 
base ten blocks to help solve their problems. 
Students were able to talk with each other to 
solve and self-correct. It was a great success!
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GARZA STUDENTS CAPTURE THE

rainbow
Evangelina Garza Elementary 2nd grade 
students were able to experience that capturing 
the rainbow is way better than tasting it! 
Focusing on TEKS 2.6A, students investigated 
the effects of sunlight on a CD by increasing 
and decreasing amounts of light. First the 
students made a prediction of what they 
thought would happen when the sunlight hit 
the CD. Then the students went outside to 
discover it with their own eyes. Some students 
placed the CD on the floor first while other 
students figured out that they could reflect the 
sunlight on a wall to capture the rainbow. All 
the students were amazed and began to reflect 
the light on the wall refracted from the CD. The 
students learned that the CD refracts or bends 
the light to create a rainbow and other various 
shapes of light. This “Capturing the Rainbow” 
lesson and hands-on activity gave students 
the opportunity to work collaboratively, 
hypothesize, and discover while simultaneously 
engaging in a fun activity. Our students look 
forward to learning creatively on STEM Fridays!

RIGHT: AYDEN LERMA & RUBEN IBARRA
(2ND GRADE, MRS. E. ALANIS)

STEAM
AT GONZALEZ ELEMENTARY
Students at Henry B. Gonzalez Elementary love learning about STEAM through 
hands-on activities. Mrs. J. Slowinski’s GT/EE classes were learning about Science 
by conducting different experiments while in class. Students began by filling out 
their Scientific Process handouts and then proceeded with the experiment.  After 
completion, students shared what their hypothesis was and if it was correct. Through 
trial and error, students learn about planning ahead, patience, perseverance, and 
how to have fun. Our students are excited to learn about engineering and art next.

ScienTASTIC FUN
LEARNING AT CLINTON ELEMENTARY!
Interactive science lessons, hands-on activities 
and learning through discovery are just a 
few of the things that GT students at William 
J. Clinton STEM Elementary are doing. The 
students have been able to collaborate with 
each other to create digital artifacts of learning 
which demonstrate understanding based on the 
weekly science TEKS. 3rd grade GT students 
designed infographics on Canvas about kinetic 
and potential energy, created paper roller 
coasters as experiments and then produced 
a Clips video that explained the experiment 
and their conclusions. 4th grade GT students 
designed an anchor chart on light energy and 
did experiments on light transmission. The 
students were able to understand ART through 
the experiments and later designed a Flipgrid 
video where they explained their findings. Who 
said learning couldn’t be fun and interesting?
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STUDENT EXPERIENCE

LA JOYA ECHS AT

HOMECOMING
Several students at La Joya Early College High School and La Joya High School’s 
Mu Alpha Theta club participated in the Homecoming festivities for Fall 2021 after a 
year with limited school public activities. La Joya Early College H.S. freshman, Angel 
Cantú, a member of Mu Alpha Theta, was selected as Earl in the homecoming court.

Mu Alpha Theta, the National High School and Two-Year College Mathematics 
Honor Society, was formed in 1957 and has been part of the campuses since 2018.

The club is dedicated to inspiring a keen interest in mathematics, developing strong 
scholarship in the subject, and promoting the enjoyment of mathematics in high 
school and two-year college students. The club also conducts several volunteer 
activities in the community.

Right: Students and staff from La Joya Early College High School’s Mu Alpha Theta Club, 
which includes students from La Joya H.S., participated in the Homecoming Parade.

LDZ STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN 
VIRTUAL YOUTH 
CONFERENCE 

We would like to send a big THANK YOU to Ms. Jasmine 
Hernandez, Workforce Outreach Specialist, for inviting Mrs. 
Nereida Treviño, LDZ CTE Teacher, and her students to 
participate in the 2021 Fall Virtual Youth Conference - Careers 
in Texas!  Our students had the opportunity to explore 
high-demand careers while speaking directly with business 
professionals during an interview session. Students learned 
about valuable soft skills that will not only help them choose a 
career path in high school, but also help them succeed in their 
future careers.  We want our students to be ready and educated 
in the different career options they will choose to follow.

Several students at La Joya Early College High School 
and La Joya High School’s Mu Alpha Theta club 
participated in the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk 
on Saturday, Oct. 2 at the La Joya ISD Baseball 
Stadium. Mu Alpha Theta, the National High 
School and Two-Year College Mathematics 
Honor Society, was formed in 1957 and has 
been part of the campuses since 2018.

The club is dedicated to inspiring a keen interest in mathematics, developing strong 
scholarship in the subject, and promoting the enjoyment of mathematics in high 
school and two-year college students. The club also conducts several volunteer 
activities in the community.

La Joya ECHS & La Joya High School’s Mu Alpha Theta club participated in the Breast Cancer Awareness Walk on Sat., Oct. 2 at the La Joya ISD Baseball Stadium. 

LA JOYA ECHS
BREAST CCANCERAwareness WALK

TRANSFORMS
LEARNING

Solutions have been developed to meet the challenges of classroom instruction 
during the COVID pandemic. E. R. Chapa Elementary Kindergarten classes are 
utilizing the latest technology afforded by Apple TV to deliver creative and engaging 
lessons. This technology allows the teacher to deliver instruction via iPad or 
laptop.  Students have responded positively and enthusiastically to this classroom 
environment.  The implementation of new technology has kept the Kindergarten 
team at E. R. Chapa Elementary at the forefront of modern education.



NO BULLYING
AT SAM FORDYCE
Sam Fordyce Elementary celebrated National Bully Prevention Week 
October 5-8, 2021.  Students and staff members participated in the 
activities by dressing up in the designated attire for the day. According 
to the stopbullying.gov website, parents, school staff, and other adults 
in the community can help kids prevent bullying by talking about it, 
building a safe school environment, and creating a community-wide 
bullying prevention strategy. With this in mind, our school will continue 
encouraging our students to stand up and speak out to end bullying.

TWIN DAY: MS. AYME BENITEZ
& ROLANDO SAENZ

TWIN DAY: NOAH & NATHAN 
MONTELONGO
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MRS. C. GARCIA’S 2ND GRADE CLASS

On September 30, 2021, our students at Leo J. Leo Elementary, began their 
day with a joyful parade around the campus halls. Our Leo Jewels, Folklorico 
dancers “Herencia de mi Tierra”, and our Leo Drumline got together to give 
us an outstanding performance of chants and beats from their drums, so our 
students could hear that everyone has a role to play in saying NO to Bullying! 

I’M A BUDDY
      N O T  A  B U L LY !

Students at Thelma R. Salinas STEM ECHS gathered in observance during 
the first week of October to advocate and bring awareness against bullying 
and encourage others to speak up once any signs of abuse are discovered. 
Each day of the week, students wore different attire to showcase their 
spirit. “I think it’s important to recognize the need to fight back against 
bullying,” said 11th grader Raymundo Guerra. This annual event is a 
reminder to empower students to create a safe and inclusive environment 
that is free of bullying, harassment, and all forms of intolerance.

TIMBERWOLVES
TAKE A STAND TO
CLAW OUT BULLYING

”One person can make a difference, and 
everyone should try.”  – JOHN F. KENNEDY

CLINTON ELEMENTARY 
UNITES AGAINST
BULLYING
Bullying is never ok. The great thing is that 
there are many things that we can do to stop or 
prevent it. If you see bullying happening whether 
to you or someone else, please tell an adult. 

A good advice 
for students is 
the following: 

“Before you 
speak, STOP, 
BREATHE, 
and THINK!” 

THINK
HAS A UNIQUE 
MEANING: 

 T   Is it true? 

H  Is it helpful? 

 I    Is it inspirational? 

N   Is it needed? 

K   Is it kind? 
KINDER STUDENTS: BACK ROW L-R: GAEL GARCIA, 

ARANZA MENDIOLA, BRYAN GARIBALDI, RUTH DIAZ, 
DARWIN MOSQUEDA; FRONT: MEDALINE GONZALEZ

YOUR ACTIONS COUNT. STAND UP TO BULLYING.
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Actively ENGAGING
STUDENTSSTUDENTS AT EMILIANO ZAPATA

As we enter the fall season of an unprecedented school year, 
Principal Rosa Gonzalez Vela has managed protocols for all students 
and employees regarding the COVID-19 virus, as per district 
guidelines. She has ensured the safety of everyone here at Zapata 
Elementary.  In addition, providing students with targeted instruction 
is crucial.  Mrs. Gonzalez Vela provides an atmosphere of striving 
for excellence.  The faculty attends campus and district trainings, 
as well as promoting full force instruction within the classroom. 
With motivating and structured activities, the students are actively 
engaged and look forward in attending school every day.  We are 
most enthused that even though we are in an unparalleled time in 
history, parents are supportive in following the protocols for safety as 
well as bringing their children to school daily. Although this current 
novel COVID-19 virus has taken a toll on the students’ education, 
their excitement and dedication for education proves their resilience.

Students working diligently on 
assignments in class at Zapata 

Elementary. 

Mrs. Martinez, 5th grade teacher, 
focuses on targeted skills needed to 

ensure success for all students.

NATIONAL LIGHTS ON 
AFTER-SCHOOL

The ACE Program at Juan N. Seguin Elementary celebrated National Lights On After-School 
with a rally for all ACE students. Staff and students participated in STEM activities and crafts to 
share their experiences in the after-school program. Students voiced their ideas and shared the 
importance of engaging in the activities the ACE program has to offer. Everyone showed their 
school spirit and rallied for keeping Lights ON afterschool so that students’ minds continue to 
grow. Shout out to our Huskies ACE staff and students.

On Thursday night, September 23rd, Memorial Middle 
School 8th Grade Lady Lobos Volleyball teams recognized 
a special fan. In honor of what was their last home game of 
the season, the Lady Lobos presented a rose and a thank 
you letter to their most supportive fan. This event has been 
hosted for many years and it brings joy and many smiles at 
the Memorial Middle School gym. The players expressed 
their gratitude towards their coaches for setting up such a 
memorable event, where family members were able to see 
their student athlete perform as they have put in countless 
hours and dedication from the start of the school year. “I 
was so happy to see my parents be recognized and be able 
to thank them for letting me participate in the program,” 
student Evanny Trevino expressed.  

Right: 8th Grade Volleyball Teams prepare to 
recognize  their most supportive fan.

MMS FAN NIGHT: A MEMORABLE EVENT

Fifth-grader Omar Saenz III moves to make a play in as the 
Tabasco Enforcers compete in a game of Rocket League recently as 

part of Middle School Esports League competition.

TABASCO ENFORCERS
ON THE ROAD TO DOMINANCE
Video games – are they good for anything?
Tabasco Elementary’s new Esports team, the Tabasco Enforcers, is out 
to show that video games within the right structure and setting can 
prove beneficial to students in ways that some might not expect.

The team has just started competing in tournaments as part of the 
Middle School Esports League, a national organization that aims to link 
up teams with others in their region for weekly Esports competition. 
The league is currently undergoing its Fall Major tournament, in which 
students can compete in a slew of games including Rocket League, 
Pokémon Unite, Knockout City, Chess, and Minecraft. 

The team is only open to fifth graders for competition. In the spring, 
the team has plans to expand into a club so that current fourth 
graders can start to learn the ropes about how the league works and 
how the structure of an Esports league helps keep things organized 
and safe for student competition. Esports can be beneficial to 
students because it teaches teamwork, leadership skills, and various 21st Century skills that they can apply later in life. The team currently has 10 
fifth graders signed up and is ready for competition to continue throughout the fall! Perhaps they will see you on the digital playfield!
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MAKING THEIR

MARKMARK

We are super proud of our JFK STEAM Elementary Mini-Jewelettes. Their 
first “live” performance of the 2021-22 school year was during the district’s 
September High School Football game, and they nailed it! Don’t let their 
size fool you because these dancers are big on talent, strength and flexibility. 
Keep an eye on them because once they take the stage or field you won’t 
want to miss their outstanding, energetic performance. Thanks to Mrs. C. 
Flores, Mrs. G. Alanis, and Administration for getting this talented group of 
dancers ready to shine in front of a packed audience of football fans. 

SEGUIN HEAD START 
TRANSITIONS
INTO BIGGER BUILDING

This school year, students at Seguin Head Start transitioned into a 
public-school setting.  Our students were used to a three-classroom 
building and Pre-K3 students had always been taught in the small center.  
When the students returned for the Pre-K4 classroom, we transitioned 
them into a public-school setting.  This means a bigger school and more 
classrooms.  The students are getting to experience hallways and a 
traditional classroom environment.  This will help them transition when 
graduating from Head Start and entering Kindergarten. Their nerves and 
their mixed emotions about going to a bigger school will wear down. 
The students at Seguin Head Start are enjoying it. 

 LA JOYA ISD 
 SAFETY PROTOCOL 

FACE MASK REQUIRED

HELP KEEP LA JOYA ISD SAFE!

  For the safety of our students, employees, and 

community, it is MANDATORY and REQUIRED 

that all individuals wear a PROTECTIVE FACE 

MASK at all La Joya ISD campuses and facilities.  

IN FULL SWING
AT EVANGELINA GARZA

VICTOR ECHEVERRIA (3RD), JOEL CORTEZ (3RD), 
AMY CRUZ (3RD), AND DARLENE GARCIA (5TH)

Mrs. Angelica Gomez, ACE Coordinator, worked tirelessly to get our ACE 
Program off to a great start.  On August 30, 2021, we held our first ACE 
Club Day!  The students were excited and have remained the same way 
ever since.  We had over 90 students staying on day 1! Students have 
been able to choose from a variety of programs such as cheer, culinary 
arts, robotics, sports training, as well as varied arts and crafts clubs, 
just to name a few. It’s great to see the students use spatial reasoning, 
measuring skills, and their artistic talents through the various clubs 
offered.  We look forward to a great year with our ACE Club adventures!
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SIGN UP THROUGH REGION ONE SUBHUB TO GET CERTIFIED TO SUBSTITUTE TODAY!

WE ARE HIRING 
SUBSTITUTES!SUBSTITUTES!

Come Join Our Team!

For more information please call

(956) 984-6044
or email at subhub@esc1.net.

APPLY ONLINE

 T E M P O R A R Y
TEACHER PAYRATES:
Non-Degreed: $110/day
Degreed-Bachelors: $130/day
Degreed-Certified: $185/day
Degreed-Certified: $195/day
*Long Term Assignment

TEAM 6.1

6TH GRADE CLASSROOM

7TH GRADE CLASSROOM

AT DR. SAENZ MS WE EAT
MORE CHICKEN!

Being a student at Dr. Javier Saenz Middle School comes with rewards. Teachers 
at this campus are aware that students in this area don’t have the privilege to visit 
many places within their community. Two teachers decided to give their students 
the greatest joy of all by bringing a restaurant into the classroom. Ms. Berlanga, 
6th grade teacher, in collaboration with Chick-Fil-A in Palmhurst and Ms. 
Rodriguez, 7th grade teacher, in collaboration with Chick-Fil-A in Sharyland had 
the opportunity to bring the students a hot chicken sandwich meal, a chocolate 
chip cookie, and a drink. Most of the students in both of these classrooms had 
never been to the restaurant or knew about it. This experience was memorable 
for all these students, who for some it was the first time they were able to eat 
and enjoy their meal with their friends and teachers. In addition, Chick-Fil-A was 
kind enough to bring in a special guest to visit the students and have the full 
experience of being in the restaurant. (special guest Ms. Cow) A big thank you to 
Dr. Joe Gonzalez who reached out and provided these meals, in addition to Mr. 
Ted Venecia who was also a part of this great cause.
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EMPLOYEE CORNER

Emmanuel Lopez not only excels as 
a 7th Grade Teacher at JD Salinas 
Middle School.  He is also an Ironman 
Triathlete!  An Ironman Triathlete 
must compete in an Ironman 
Triathlon, which is a series of long-
distance triathlon races organized 
by the World Triathlon Corporation 
(WTC), consisting of a 2.4-mile (3.86 
km) swim, a 112-mile (180.25 km) 
bicycle ride and a marathon 26.22-
mile (42.20 km) run, raced in that 
order. It is widely considered one of 
the most difficult one-day sporting 
events in the world. Any participant 
who completes the triathlon within 
the time constraints is designated 
an Ironman.

Mr. Lopez says, “Ever since I was 
a kid, I knew I wanted to be an 
Ironman triathlete one day and 
with the big dream to also be good 
enough to qualify to be part of 
the biggest race of the sport, the 
Ironman World Championship that 
takes place in Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 
every October. But it is not until 
someone completes their first full 
Ironman event that you realize 
how tough of a task this can be. I 
can share that I came back to the 
sport of triathlon at the age of 30 
with the intention to work hard 
every day to make this dream come 
true… I am almost 36 years old 
now. Yesterday was a big day for 
me, in no way was the race perfect 
and I did find myself hurting very 
much through the entire bike and 
run portion, but I held on to the 
thought that if I was hurting so 

was everybody else and held onto 
the hope that that day was my 
day. Today, I can proudly say that I 
have earned a qualification spot to 
compete amongst the best in the 
2022 Ironman World Championship 
in Hawaii next October!”

His wife, Natalie Lopez, is extremely 
proud and comments, “Emmanuel 

Lopez’s dream has always been 
to be a TOP Age-Group finisher 
in the full Ironman and qualify for 
KONA.  It became a decision, and 
a commitment he set for himself. 
He has always understood that all 
races come with a process. Every 
race comes with many obstacles 
to overcome, and one can truly 
never have a perfect race day. In 

the last 6 years, I have seen him 
stay motivated and determined to 
make sure that he did everything 
to be ready for this race. I am 
beyond proud to say HE achieved 
it today! He is a TOP Age-Group 
finisher and EARNED a Qualifying 
spot for KONA! I love you.” We at 
JD Salinas Middle School are very 
proud of him!

On October 2, 2021, we recognized the hard work and dedication of our four 
custodians at Leo J. Leo Elementary.  We want to thank them; Mr. Cantu, Carmen, 

Alvina and Mr. Chavez, for diligently keeping our school in tip-top shape.  From 
the start of the global coronavirus pandemic, their jobs became more important 
than ever, needing to be extra diligent in keeping the classrooms, restrooms and 
office spaces safely sanitized.  And here at Leo we show our appreciation daily by 

keeping our classrooms and workplaces as clean as possible. so we don’t make our 
custodians’ job harder than it has to be.  Today and always we want to thank you 

and tell you we appreciate you very much!

MR. CANTU, ALVINA, CARMEN, & MR. CHAVEZ

O U R  S C H O O L

SP   RKLES
BECAUSE OF YOU!

    E M M A N U E L  L O P E Z 

TEACHER BECOMES AN
IRONMAN TRIATHLETE



Over 29 
designated 
campuses in your 
specialty field of 
choice!
• STEM 
• STEAM
• Fine Arts
• Technology
• Media Arts & 

Communication
• Biliteracy Programs
• Leadership
• Sports & Wellness
• Health Science 

Professions

HEALTH SCIENCE PROFESSIONS
First of its kind curriculum designed to prepare middle school students who

wish to pursue healthcare related careers upon graduation.

Juan N. Seguin Elem. Memorial MS Academy of Health Science 
Professions & T-STEM

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL

TECHNOLOGY
Provides students with an advanced curricular experience through innovative technology, 

technology-rich Project Based Learning, an emphasis on collaboration amongst peers, and 
ensures that students have a solid foundation for a career in the STEM field.

Diaz Villarreal Elem.
Kika De La Garza Elem.

Rosendo Benavides Elem.
Elodia R. Chapa Elem.

Narciso G. Cavazos Elem.

J.D. Salinas MS Thelma R. Salinas T-STEM ECHS
Academy of Health Science 

Professions & T-STEM
Juarez-Lincoln HS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOLS

FINE ARTS
For students who want to immerse themselves in fine arts-based education, LJISD 

makes it possible from elementary through High School.

Emiliano Zapata Elem.
Leo J. Leo Elem.

Patricio Perez Elem.

Cesar E. Chavez MS La Joya HS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL

STEAM
Offering a combination of STEM and the Fine Arts to develop well-rounded students for a future in these fields.

John F. Kennedy Elem.
Henry B. Gonzalez Elem.

Enrique “Kiki” Camarena Elem. 
E.B. Reyna Elem.

Sam Fordyce Elem.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

STEM
Inspiring the next generation of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math leaders by developing 

a passion at a young age and maintaining interest throughout the secondary education years. 

William J. Clinton Elem.
Evangelina Garza Elem.
Lloyd M. Bentsen Elem.
Jose De Escandon Elem.

Corina Peña Elem.

Dr. Javier Saenz MS
Irene M. Garcia MS

La Joya High School T-STEM
Palmview High School T-STEM

Juarez-Lincoln High School T-STEM
Academy for Health Science 

Professions & T-STEM

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOLS HIGH SCHOOLS

956.323.2545 • www.lajoyaisd.com
ENROLL TODAY!ENROLL TODAY!

Guillermo Flores Elem. 

SPORTS & WELLNESS
Sports & Wellness designated campus is committed to provide a nurturing environment in which 

your child will flourish in academia, social-emotional connections and physical fitness.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

BILITERACY PROGRAMS
Expanding opportunities for bilingual students to continue to advance their biliteracy skills 

and promote biculturalism through Dual Language Enrichment Programs.

All Elementary Campuses Domingo Treviño MS
Memorial MS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOLS

LEADERSHIP
La Joya ISD offers instructional settings that allow students the opportunity to develop and 

practice quality leadership skills and a solution-centered approach to problems. 

Dr. Americo Paredes Elem.
Tabasco Elem.

Lorenzo de Zavala MS
Ann W. Richards MS
Cesar E. Chavez MS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOLS

MEDIA  ARTS & COMMUNICATION
Students gain exposure to visual communication fields such as graphic 

design, printing and imaging, and audio/video production.

    Dr. Palmira Mendiola Elem.
  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

VISIT WWW.LAJOYAISD.COM & FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA @ LAJOYAISD

DESIGNATED CAMPUSESDESIGNATED CAMPUSES


