
U.S. News & World Report has published 
the rankings for the “2022 Best Public High 
Schools.” La Joya ISD Shines Bright by earning 
national recognition to all our high schools. 

• Jimmy Carter Early College High School 
Ranked 35 In Texas • Ranked 217 National 
             

• Thelma R. Salinas STEM Early College HS  
Ranked 169 In Texas • Ranked 1,649 National               

                                  
• La Joya High School 

Ranked 737 In Texas • Ranked 8,691 National          
    
• Palmview High School     

Ranked 876 In Texas • Ranked 9,918 National        
                  
• Juarez Lincoln High School 

Ranked 1,213 In Texas •  Ranked 13,383 National            

Jimmy Carter Early College High school is a 
2018 National Blue-Ribbon award-winning 
campus and is ranked No. 35 of 1,992 high 
schools in Texas. That places them in the top 
2% in the state. In the nation, they come in at 
No. 217. The top-ranked schools have a high 
rate of students who scored above expectations 
in math and reading state assessments, passed 

an array of college-level exams, and graduated 
in four years. The following six factors are what 
high schools are rated up-on:

• College Readiness (30%)

• College Curriculum Breadth (10%)

• Math & Reading Proficiency (20%)

• Math & Reading Performance (20%)

• Underserved Student Performance (10%)

• Graduation Rate (10%)

La Joya ISD prides itself to be a district of choices 
and opportunities, all our elementary and middle 
school campuses have a designation in the areas 
of STEM, STEAM, Fine Arts, Sports and Wellness, 
Technology, Leadership, Media Communications, 
Health & Science and Biliteracy Programs. We 
offer tailored pathways to all students at the 
high school level to ensure students graduate 
college, career and life ready. Students have the 
opportunity to earn college hours and also earn 
an associate’s degree upon graduation. Be part 
of the best high schools in Texas and the nation, 
enroll today and choose La Joya ISD. 

ALL FIVE LA JOYA ISD HIGH SCHOOLS 

NATIONALLYNATIONALLY  
RECOGNIZEDRECOGNIZED
U.S. News & World Report a national publication 

recognized all five La Joya ISD high schools 
among America’s best. 
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Dear La Joya ISD Families, 

The end of the academic year has arrived, 
and we are so grateful for the growth, both 
personal and academically, that each of our 
students has made throughout the course of 
the year at La Joya ISD.  

We started this year with a return to a new 
normal by opening our doors again to all 
students, teachers, and staff. Guided by new 
safety measures and policies, our students 
were able to learn once again in-person, 
enjoy classroom activities, and participate in 
extracurricular activities. We are proud and 
thankful to our community of parents and 
families who worked alongside us throughout 
the year to enforce and follow all procedures 
and protocols. 

This is the most exciting and bittersweet time 
of the year as we celebrate accomplishments 
across the district and prepare to bid farewell 
to our graduating seniors, the Class of 2022.  

Seniors, we are so proud of you and the many 
accomplishments and achievements you have 
earned throughout your time at La Joya ISD. 
We are especially proud of the growth you 
have made as students and as individuals. We 
hope you will take your many skills, talents, 
and passions with you as you go on to pursue 
your higher education goals, careers, and life 
goals, as you begin your new chapter in life as 
adult members of our community. May you be 
filled with wonderful memories of your time 
here at La Joya ISD and always remember to 
give back when you can to the community 
that shaped you! On behalf of everyone 
here at La Joya ISD, we wish you all the best 
and congratulate you on this milestone. 
Congratulations, La Joya ISD Class of 2022! 

 Thank you to our teachers, employees, staff, 
and parents for a great year! We have many 
exciting opportunities coming up as we 
prepared for the end of the year on May 27th. 
Please be sure to check our social media pages 
and district website for upcoming end of year 
festivities and awards. La Joya ISD Prepares 
Our Students to Shine Bright Toward Success! 

With great pride, 

    Dr. Gisela Saenz
       LA JOYA ISD SUPERINTENDENT

Message
from the

 S u p e r i n t e n d e n t

PROUDLY HIGHLIGHTING LA JOYA ISD’S ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE 1983! 
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DISTRICT MISSION:
La Joya Independent School District is committed 

to providing Educational Excellence through 
rigor, relevance, relationships and personal 

responsibility. We are the integral part of learning 
where students become successful and productive 

contributors to our global society. We embrace, 
with passion, the commitment to continuous 

improvement, collaboration and accountability 
that will allow our students to imprint the world.

DISTRICT PHILOSOPHY:
La Joya Independent School District is dedicated to the belief 
that in order for all students to attain mastery of the instructional 
goals, there must be a district-wide commitment to constant 
renewal according to the most effective practices and procedures 
in the most current research findings. In order to operationalize 
this philosophy in the most comprehensive and organized 
manner, the district has adopted The Quality District Model. The 
district’s Mission Statement, Foundation Beliefs and Desired Exit 
Behaviors: Student Learner Outcomes, exemplify this philosophy.

PUBLIC RELATIONS STAFF
Blanca E. Cantú, Public Relations & Comm. Coordinator
Tony Salas, Multimedia Specialist
Homero Amador, Videographer & Social Media Specialist  
Ashlee Garza, Public Information Secretary
Remy Reyes, Public Relations Clerk

SUBMISSIONS The Diamond News publishes information and events related to La Joya 
ISD students and staff. Articles for publication or distribution must adhere to guidelines of 
good taste and value. Send articles, pictures, story ideas, suggestions or questions to: 

Public Information Center • 200 W. Expressway 83 • La Joya, TX 78560
956-323-2585 • diamondnews@lajoyaisd.net

LA JOYA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
(956) 323-2545 | www.lajoyaisd.com | 200 W. Expressway 83 | La Joya, TX

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA @ LAJOYAISD

Dear La Joya ISD Families:

This has been a momentous 
year for our students, teachers, 
and families! Together, we 
have accomplished so much 
throughout the academic year.  

Our return to in-person 
learning brought about a new 
normalcy, allowing our students 
to participate once again in 
classroom activities, field trips, 
and extracurricular programs. 
We enjoyed a safe year back at 
La Joya ISD. Thank you to all our 
maintenance and janitorial teams for working diligently 
throughout the year to keep our district safe! 

We are proud to reflect on the many accomplishments 
we achieved and the growth our students have made 
in the classroom. We are especially thankful to our 
outstanding teachers, paraprofessionals, and staff for 
working so hard to make this year extra special for our 
students. From the first day of school until now, we have 
seen our students absorb all that they have learned and 
grown academically. It has also been a joy to see our 
students once again participate in activities and thrive 
both inside and outside the classroom. La Joya ISD 
Prepares Our Students to Shine Bright Toward Success!  

As we prepare for the end of the year and graduations, 
the La Joya ISD School Board would like to wish our 
La Joya ISD Class of 2022 the best as they go on to 
achieve great things in the next chapter of their lives! 
We are proud of your growth, your contributions to 
our La Joya ISD community, and all that you have 
accomplished! Congratulations, graduates!  

Thank you, parents, for your support and partnership 
throughout the year, we couldn’t have done it 
without you! We look forward to the festivities that 
remain as we celebrate all that our students have 
achieved. It has indeed been a great year, and we 
look forward to the next one!

Sincerely,

Dr. Alda T. Benavides, 
School Board President

Estimadas familias de La Joya ISD:

Este ha sido un año trascendental para 
nuestros estudiantes, maestros y familias. 
Juntos, hemos logrado tanto a lo largo del 
año académico.  

Nuestro regreso al aprendizaje en persona 
trajo una nueva normalidad, permitiendo 
que nuestros estudiantes volvieran a 
participar en las actividades del salón 
de clases, excursiones y programas 
extracurriculares. Disfrutamos de un 
año seguro de vuelta en La Joya ISD. 
¡Gracias a todos nuestros equipos de 
mantenimiento y limpieza por trabajar 

diligentemente durante todo el año para mantener 
nuestro distrito seguro! 

Estamos orgullosos de reflexionar sobre los muchos 
logros que alcanzamos y el crecimiento que nuestros 
estudiantes han hecho en el aula. Estamos especialmente 
agradecidos con nuestros sobresalientes maestros, 
paraprofesionales y personal por trabajar tan duro para 
hacer que este año fuera extra especial para nuestros 
estudiantes. Desde el primer día de clases hasta ahora, 
hemos visto a nuestros estudiantes absorber todo lo 
que han aprendido y crecer académicamente. También 
ha sido una alegría ver a nuestros estudiantes una vez 
más participar en actividades y prosperar tanto dentro 
como fuera del aula. ¡La Joya ISD prepara a nuestros 
estudiantes para brillar hacia el éxito!  

Mientras nos preparamos para el final del año y las 
graduaciones, la Junta Escolar de La Joya ISD quisiera 
desear a nuestra Clase de 2022 de La Joya ISD lo mejor 
mientras van a lograr grandes cosas en el próximo capítulo 
de sus vidas. ¡Estamos orgullosos de su crecimiento, sus 
contribuciones a nuestra comunidad de La Joya ISD, y 
todo lo que han logrado! ¡Felicitaciones, graduados!  

Gracias a los padres por su apoyo y colaboración 
durante todo el año, ¡no podríamos haberlo hecho 
sin ustedes! Esperamos las festividades que quedan 
mientras celebramos todo lo que nuestros estudiantes 
han logrado. Ha sido un gran año, ¡y esperamos con 
entusiasmo el próximo!

Sinceramente,

Dr. Alda T. Benavides, 
Presidente de la Junta Escolar

Message
from the

school board president
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DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION
Dr. Gisela Saenz, Superintendent of Schools
Joel Treviño, Chief Financial Officer 
Martin Muñoz, Asst. Supt. for Curr. & Instruction 
Dr. Magda Villarreal, Asst. Supt. for Student Svs. 
Ricardo Villarreal, Asst. Supt. for Operations 
Yvonne Ayala, Asst. Supt. for Human Resources

LA JOYA ISD
SCHOOL BOARD

Dr. Alda T. Benavides, President
Mary T. Hernandez, Vice-President

Esperanza “Espie” Ochoa, Secretary
Dr. Nereyda Cantu, Member

Alejandro “Alex” Cantu, Member

Pre-K 3 Program (FREE All Day)

Designated Elementary Schools

Award-Winning Fine Arts Programs

Top Ranked Athletic Programs

Stand-Alone Academy of Health Science 
Professions & STEM  

T-STEM Academies at all High Schools 

Ford NGL Academies at all High Schools 

Elementary Dual Language Enrichment 
Programs   

Three Early College High Schools  

Industry Certifications — Career and 
Technical Education Courses  

4 U.S. National Blue Ribbon Schools

La Joya ISD Offers Unique 
Pathways, Academies, & 

Build a
Bright FutureBright Future
for your child at La Joya ISD!

ENROLL TODAY • 956.323.2545
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FROM THE HALLS OF LA JOYA HIGH TO A

NY STATE IVY LEAGUE

Pre-K 3 Program (FREE All Day)

Designated Elementary Schools

Award-Winning Fine Arts Programs

Top Ranked Athletic Programs

Stand-Alone Academy of Health Science 
Professions & STEM  

T-STEM Academies at all High Schools 

Ford NGL Academies at all High Schools 

Elementary Dual Language Enrichment 
Programs   

Three Early College High Schools  

Industry Certifications — Career and 
Technical Education Courses  

4 U.S. National Blue Ribbon Schools

LA JOYA ISD
GRADUATINGGRADUATING CLASS OF

VISIT WWW.LAJOYAISD.COM & FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA @ LAJOYAISD

COMMENCEMENT
SCHEDULE 2022
FRIDAY, MAY 27, 2022
 8:00 AM LA JOYA HS
 11:00 AM JIMMY CARTER ECHS2022
 1:00 PM JUAREZ-LINCOLN HS
 4:30 AM PALMVIEW HS
 7:15 PM THELMA R. SALINAS
  STEM ECHS

PAYNE ARENA
2600 N. 10TH ST. • HIDALGO, TX 78557

VIEW GRADUATIONS LIVE ON
LA JOYA FACEBOOK @LAJOYAISD
*Due to the nature of our COVID environment, dates 

and times may change as per TEA and CDC guidelines.

La Joya 
high school

Juarez-Lincoln
high school

palmview 
high school

jimmy carter 
echs

thelma r. salinas 
stem echs

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATEMASTERING 
DR. SAENZ MS

As once said by Steve Jobs, learn continually there’s always “one more 
thing” to learn! Teachers at Dr. Javier Saenz Middle School have taken 
this quote and made it a reality. Over eighteen teachers from various 
grade levels have obtained or are in the process of obtaining a master’s 
degree to further their knowledge and expertise in the classroom. 
This extended knowledge brings more opportunities for growth to our 
teachers, community, and students. The diligent work and example that 
they set forth every day, to grow as a professional as well as to helping 
their students in the classroom, does not go unnoticed. Working on 
a master’s degree alongside being a full-time teacher shows how 
determined and how much fidelity these teachers have towards our 
campus and students. A master’s degree is a great steppingstone 
and here at Dr. Javier Saenz Middle School, we have some amazing 
educators that have shown that anything is possible. 
It is with great pride and joy that our campus has such dedicated educators 
in continuing their education. From becoming the next administrators, 
counselors, and educational technologists, these teachers have persevered 
and can show their future generations that the sky is the limit. 

Applying and committing to college is by no 
means an easy feat, and is a process that has only 
been exacerbated as many schools change their 
regulations for their admissions processes. To date, 
the 2021-2022 admissions process has introduced 
various new challenges, and has been referred to 
as one of the most difficult processes yet. However, 
amongst the debacles and challenges many have 
faced, one student rose to the challenge. La Joya 
High School senior Amanda R. Chapa applied to 
over ten universities, and as of December 14th, 

2021, was accepted into her dream school with 
a full-ride tuition scholarship and financial aid, 

Columbia University in the City of New York. 
Amanda currently holds the achievement and 
title of being the Salutatorian of LJHS’ Class 
of 2022, where she has completed over 
fifty-six credited college hours, and where 
she has received top honors for her work 
both academically and throughout her 
extracurricular activities. 

Columbia University, which is a part of the 
elite “Ivy League Eight,” is a prestigious 
university currently ranked at number 
two nationwide.  Columbia University is 
located in Morningside Heights, 
New York and is known for 
its rigorous and prolific 
academic programs, 
where it has homed some 
of the brightest minds 
in the world. In fall of 
2022, Chapa will join the 
Columbia Class of 2026 
through the university’s 
Academic Success 
Program (ASP,) which 
will give Amanda 
the unique 
opportunity 
to have access 

to a network 
of mentors, other 
students, and the 
access she needs to 
succeed at Columbia. 
Chapa applied to the 

university in fall of 2021 through Columbia’s Restrictive Early 
Decision application, where she was admitted alongside 
649 other applicants amongst a pool of over 6,000. When 
she was admitted, Amanda was awarded a full-tuition 
scholarship of over $80,000 for each academic year. 

At La Joya High School, Amanda has been active in various 
school and community organizations, and currently holds 
the position of President for the La Joya High School NHS 
Chapter, Editor-In-Chief for the El Coyote Publications 
Newsletter and Yearbook, and has been a part of Student 
Council, Mu Alpha Theta, and Leo Club throughout the 
past four years. Amanda has dedicated her time and 
efforts to various community service-centered projects and 
organizations and is currently the Editor-In-Chief of the Front 
Page Initiative. Amanda has also been a member of the 
University Interscholastic League (UIL) for the past twelve 
years, where she has been a Regional Qualifier in various 
events, as well as a member and volunteer of the National 
Hispanic Institute (NHI,) where she has earned the Best in 
State and Best Debater awards in Texas. She has taken part 
in world-renowned academic programs centered around 
strengthening academic excellence and has participated 
as a member of the 2021 cohort of the Princeton Summer 
Journalism Program, the Harvard Pre-College Research 
Institute, and the Stanford Daily’s Journalism Program, as 

well as being named a 2021-2022 Latinas In 
Progress Scholar by the Hispanic Women’s 

Network of Texas. Throughout her high 
school career, Amanda has earned 
various academic accolades, such as 
being awarded the 2020 and 2021 AP 
Scholar titles, as well as being named a 
2021 Hispanic Recognition Scholar and 
Small and Rural Town Scholar. 

Moving forward with her academic 
career, Amanda will be pursuing 

double majors in both Sociology 
and English and Comparative 
Literature and hopes to join 
clubs and organizations 
that will allow her to join 

and serve the community she 
will call home in the fall. After 

college, Amanda hopes to attend 
law school to achieve her J.D. and 

become a Civil Defense Attorney.
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Recovering from the pandemic slide and readjusting to face-to-face learning as students and 
as a team was difficult for many this 2021-2022 school year. Carter UIL coaches and students 
rallied together to bring their A-game to each UIL meet. Their efforts were met with challenging 
competitions, but they moved closer to making it to the District 32 4A meet with each win. 
Fifteen students at Jimmy Carter Early College High School advanced to the Conference 4A 
Region IV UIL meet hosted at La Vernia, Texas on Friday, April 22 through Sunday, April 24. 
During the second day of the three-day trip, students competed in events such as Current 
Issues, Literary Criticism, Journalism, Spelling, Poetry, and Prose. Including alternates, Current 
Issues had four students competing. Literary Criticism had one student compete. Poetry and 
Prose each had two competitors. Lastly, Journalism took its entire six-person team. 
“It was a great experience overall; I was very excited to be able to attend regional,” Daniela 
Flores, who competed in Poetry events, said. “I am looking forward to keeping at it and 
improving for the next two years!” 
Dominique Brown, a member of the Journalism team, also said that while the event was 
nerve-wracking, she had done this many times before, so she knew it wouldn’t have been the 
end of the world if she didn’t advance to state. One of the rewards for advancing to regionals 
was a trip to Six Flags: Fiesta Texas on the last day of the trip.

CARTER ADVANCES 15 TO
UIL REGIONAL SPRING MEET

Maybe you have heard the name Pablo Torre before or maybe not; but, one thing is for sure, you will hear this name in the 
future! Pablo is known to Paredes Elementary as a smart energetic student that loved the game of soccer. He attended 
Paredes - Kinder through 5th grade. From the day he left elementary, many staff members saw great things in his future! 
Pablo started playing soccer at the age of three with a neighborhood team called “The Fantasma” and became quite 
good. By age seven, he began playing with the Atlas Mission, a select soccer team, and he played with them until he 
was 14 years old. Pablo then went on to play for his high school team.
While in high school, he showed such great talent, that a recruiter named Angel Buitron recruited him to play for North 
Texas FC Dallas 2nd Team. North Texas Soccer Club is a professional soccer club playing in the MLS Next Pro, a third 
division league of American soccer. Pablo plays as striker for the team.  
On behalf of Paredes Elementary, we want to thank Pablo for stopping by the school to give a motivational speech to 
our 5th Grade Students. In his speech, he encouraged students to try their best at everything they do. He went on to 
tell them, “As long as you have heart, think with a positive attitude, and remain humble, everything is possible.” 
Pablo’s dream it to go to Europe to play for Real Madrid, the biggest football Club in the world, and his ultimate goal is 
to play in the World Cup. Pablo, is working hard to make his dreams come true. Everyone at Paredes Elementary has faith 
that he will strive to reach his goals. Pablo, get out there and make a difference in this world. Show them how it’s done! 

Pictured from left to right: Principal: Dr. E. 
Gonzalez, 5th Grader/Brother Rafael Guerrero, 

Pablo Torre, and Counselor B. Trevino

PABLO TORRE: A LA JOYA ISD SOCCER PRODIGY

CARTER ECHS AND LA JOYA ECHS

STUDENTS CAPTURE TOP THREE SPOTS
AT SPRING 2022 STC COMMUNICATION DEPARTMENT SPEECH COMPETITION

At the onset of the 2021 Fall semester, South Texas 
College’s Communication Department instructors 
planned the revival of the traditional speech 
competition that had been put on pause due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic; with the return came the 
chance for students to complete.
Taking home the top spot was LJECH’s Jessica 
Lopez presenting Endangerment of the Rio 
Grande River, second place was JCECHS’s Lizania 
Rodriguez, presenting Pollution, and third place 
went to LJECH’s Daniel Trevino presenting The 
Impact of Political Gerrymandering in South Texas.  
“I felt like participating in this event would be a 
great way to challenge myself and help prepare me 
to be an entrepreneur later in life, and I was happy 
with the outcome,” Trevino said.  
The competition allows both traditional and dual-
enrollment STC students taking communication 
courses to showcase their skills and hard work to 
earn a top spot. 
“Taking part in the speech competition was 
something I enjoyed. It was something that I never 

thought I could have done before taking my speech 
class and learning how to develop a speech. I 
would have never done it, but now I am glad that I 
did, and I would encourage others to do it because 
it is an opportunity,” Lizania Rodriguez said.
The speech competition is tied to the objectives 
of the various speech and communica-tion 
courses offered at the college. For the Spring 
2022 semester, the focus was on persuasive 
speeches recorded at the STC studio to provide 
opportunities for students to excel in academic, 
personal, and professional pursuits. 
“They made me feel comfortable and prepared for 
the filming portion,” Lopez said, adding, “I had a 
great experience.”
While this was the first time both schools competed 
together, Carter student Nathan Duncan took 
home second-place Fall 2021.
The communication instructors at both campuses 
are now looking forward to continued success in 
future competitions and having their students use 
their voices and make their mark.

VISIT WWW.LAJOYAISD.COM & FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA @ LAJOYAISD

956.323.2545

Full day 
Pre-K 3 and  

Pre-K 4 for all 
students

ENROLL TODAY • CHOOSE LA JOYA ISD!
DANIEL TREVIÑO

JESSICA LOPEZ 1

2

3
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On Monday, May 9th, Perez Elementary rallied around 
the Perez Olympians during the STAAR Olympics.  Their 
message was that Perez Elementary was Going for the Gold.  
Students pledged to try their best, do their strategies, go 
to bed early, and eat a healthy breakfast to help obtain a 
masters level on their state assessments. Perez Elementary 
students and staff have been working extremely hard and 
putting in the extra time in preparation for these tests.  The 
students have set their goals and have been hitting every 
target.  There is no doubt that Perez Elementary will shine 
as bright as gold when the results come in.

PEREZ ELEMENTARY IS
GOING FOR THE GOLD

STAAR 
READY
Juan N. Seguin Elementary had a final pump-up before state testing at 
their STAAR pep-rally on Friday, May 06, 2022. Faculty and students 
performed songs, skits, and chants to cheer for their third through 
fifth graders. A special appearance by the Juarez-Lincoln High School 
drumline made the event even more memorable. Students and teachers 
had been working hard all year and were ready to pass the STAAR!

94 STUDENTS 
INDUCTED INTO MMS 
CHAPTER OF THE NJHS
Memorial Middle School inducted 94 students into the MMS Chapter of 
the National Junior Honor So-ciety on April 26.  The ceremony opened 
with Principal Belen Martinez welcoming the inductees and their guests.  
Sophia Villarreal, Chantal Salinas, Marelii Berrones, Teresa Hidalgo, 
Damian Benavides, Reyna Pruneda, and Estrella Cerda participated in the 
candle light ceremony where they described the five characteristics of 
membership—scholarship, leadership, service, citizenship, and character.  
Inductees recited their chapter pledge together then individually signed 
the registry and received their certificate of membership from Advisor 
Vanessa Soliz. Congratulations 2022 NJHS Inductees!

SATURDAY CAMPS EXTEND 
LEARNING AT TABASCO
In the run up to the STAAR test at Tabasco Elementary Leadership Academy, teachers and 
students alike were striving to do everything possible to prepare for the big test, and not 
even the weekend could keep them away from this pursuit of success.
Students from third, fourth, and fifth grades made their way to school to explore fun-yet-
educational activities in the areas of reading, math, and science. Teachers helped to prepare 
activities that broke the mold a little bit from the usual learning routines, opting to engage 
in hands-on activities and treks outdoors to explore the opportunities for enrichment that 
presented themselves. This gave students the chance to make learning connections in 
unconventional ways while still leading to a greater degree of STAAR readiness.
Fifth-graders focused on science activities, including M. Salinas’ class, who worked on an 
activity where they explored the types of rocks and their formation. Other classes, like E. 
Garcia’s third-grade class explored 3-D shapes using marshmallows and toothpicks. This 
allowed students to construct the shapes to solidify them in their minds.
Thank you to all students and teachers who made the most of their Saturday camp 
opportunity for learning growth.

Juliette Lacio, from 
K. Flores’ 4th Grade 

Class participates in a 
Saturday camp activity 

recently at Tabasco 
Elementary.

Students from E. 
Garcia’s third grade class 

Odessa Saenz, Daney 
Vasquez, and Kassandra 

Sandoval work on a 
math activity recently at 

Tabasco Elementary.

Students from M. 
Salinas’ fifth-grade class 
participate in a science 
Saturday camp activity 

recently at Tabasco 
Elementary.

ACADEMICS

Perez is Going for the Gold
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STUDENT EXPERIENCE

The Coyote Track Team took 
the field of competition a 
little differently this year than 
it has in the past.  During 
the 2021 season, they faced 
the setback of the COVID-19 
Pandemic however, athletes 
worked hard and still qualified 
for Area Competition. This 
year, as the 2022 Track Season 
began, they faced yet another 
setback with the renovation of 
the LJISD Pack Stadium—the 
track team had no track field 
to practice on.  
Despite this small setback, the 
Coyote Track Team advanced 
seven individuals to the Area 
Track Meet.  Karyn Jackson 
(junior) qualified in the 100m 
hurdles, 300m hurdles and 
800m relay.  Kianna Flowers (sophomore) qualified 
in the 100m dash and the 800m relay. Both Brianna 
Salazar (sophomore) and Alisson Cordova also 
competed and qualified on the 800m relay team. 

On the boy’s side, Rene Guerra 
(junior) qualified for Area in the 
100m dash. Aaron Vallejo (junior) 
and Taylor Medina (junior) both 
qualified in the discus field event 
as Aaron qualified in shot put as 
well. “I was extremely proud of 
the boys!” said Coach Magallan 
with a smile when asked about 
their qualification.  
“In the beginning it was a little 
upsetting when some members 
of last year’s 400m relay decided 
not to return this year, so for 
Rene to continue to fight and 
qualify for Regionals - I was 
very proud of him.” said Coach 
Magallan of Rene Guerra.  After 
a month of practice, the boys 
team opted to stay on campus 
and practice after school on the 

football practice field while the girls traveled daily 
to Juarez-Lincoln HS to begin practice at 6am which 
proved to be no easy feat. The Freshmen Girls 
Team nearly claimed the District Title but fell short. 

Rene Rosales (freshmen) who also ran at the varsity 
level was able to win both the 100m and 200m at 
the Freshmen District Meet.   
One would think that qualifying for Area under these 
circumstances would be a success in itself, but the 
Coyote Track Team wasn’t done as they were able 
to qualify four individuals to the Regional Track 
Meet in San Antonio on April 29-30. Taylor Medina 
once again rose to the occasion and then qualified 
for the Regional Track Meet.  Rene Guerra, who 
squeezed into Area had to beat all the athletes who 
had previously beat him at District to qualify for the 
100m dash. Karyn Jackson, who was competing in 
two events qualified again for both the 100m hurdles 
and 300m hurdles said, “[It was] great feeling and 
has been one of my greatest accomplishments this 
year. I worked hard all year and all summer to make it 
this far. and although the outcome was not what we 
wanted, it was a great experience, and I cannot wait 
to experience it again.”
The Coyote Track Team is led by Boys Coach Jose 
Magallan and Girls Coach Leslie Luna. With all Area 
and Regional qualifiers being underclassmen - the 
Coyote Track team is looking forward to returning 
to competition next year.

A shout out to our D.V. Cheer Team and Dancing Huskies on their outstanding performance at the La Joya I.S.D.  
Día Del Niño event. This event took place at our district Planetarium and was a success with the community. 
The dancers and cheerleaders put out their best effort and after many late after-noon practices, displayed their 
brilliant skills on stage! Choreography for the cheer squad was put together by Ms. Diana Guerrero, Library Clerk 
at Diaz-Villarreal. The Dancing Huskies are sponsored by Mrs. Juana De La Tejera and Ms. Lilian A. Elizondo, both 
Instructional Assistants at Diaz-Villarreal. The ladies work with their respective teams and help get them ready for 
their performances as well as keep check of their academic progress and behavior. 
The cheerleaders and dancers must be well-behaved in class and keep up with their schoolwork in order to continue 
being part of this program. Diaz is extremely proud of these young ladies and their hard work! Huskie Pride!

DV Cheer Team & Dancing Huskies Shine on Stage!

STAAR PEP RALLY DAZZLES TABASCO
Tabasco Elementary’s cafeteria was drenched in light, sound, and STAAR spirit during the recent pep 
rally before the testing week began. The Pep Rally was emceed by local DJ, Dr. J Music Man, who 
provided the audio backdrop for the event, the colorful array of lighting, and – perhaps most of all – the 
positive and energetic spirit that filled the space.
The event featured pep talks from many of the school’s staff members, including principal K. Villarreal 
Leanos and assistant principal V. Brantley. Even some students got up to the mic to help motivate their 
fellow classmates and offer thanks to their teachers for all they had taught them this year.
The event also featured a performance by the Tabasco Mini Jewelettes dance team, who dazzled the 
audience with the dance they performed at a recent ACE Program event. Some students got up to the 
front of the stage to help with the ceremony through dance, and some students including fifth-grader 
Israel Resendez presented an impromptu vocal performance featuring music from the movie Encanto.
The spirit ran high as the event continued with inspiring dance tunes. Tabasco Elementary showed its 
motivation and readiness to take on the STAAR test through the event, and as students filed out of the cafeteria 
the spirit was high heading into the testing week. Thank you to everyone who helped put together the event.

The Tabasco Mini Jewelettes perform recently 
at the Tabasco STAAR pep rally.

Platinum Readers Club 
and UIL Field Trip

Juan N. Seguin Elementary students 
attended a field trip to Cinemark 
Theaters, Barnes and Noble, and 
Peter Piper Pizza on Wednesday, 
April 27, 2022. The trip was an 
incentive for the Platinum Readers 
Club and UIL participants to 
promote academic readiness and 
achievement. All students received 
a $10 book from B&N and Platinum 
Readers received books worth $30.

13-Year-Old Time Capsule

On April 24, 2009, Gonzalez Elementary students and staff buried a time capsule to be 
opened at a later date. In 2009, Leenette Saenz was a Pre-K student at Gonzalez when the 

time capsule was buried. Flash forward 13 years to April 13,2022, Gonzalez Elementary 
invited now Palmview High School Senior Leenette Saenz to dig up the time capsule.  

Leenette was able to open the time capsule and relive moments from when she was in 
elementary.  We are very thankful to Leenette and all the staff that made this possible.
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EMPLOYEE CORNER

Emiliano Zapata Elementary students and staff want to say, “We APPRECIATE YOU, Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela!”  Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela has been the principal of Emiliano 
Zapata Elementary for 7 years and has truly left an imprint in the lives of every person who has walked through our campus.  
Since the first day she walked into our school, Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela embraced the students, staff, and community of our area. She ran with the vision of our district, 
for OUR students, no matter what, to provide students with “Educational Excellence”! Every year, she spoke encouragement, and we showed growth, then Mrs. 
Gonzalez-Vela, RGV, as we call her, demonstrated stamina, and we accomplished progress, she continued to motivate and press forward; and we as students and 
staff endured to accelerate into what we are now…..courageous, committed, diligent, family, patient, achieved….SUCCESS! 
As our principal, she manages this campus very well.  In addition to her duties as principal, she has taken the time to model instruction for first time teachers, assist 
in testing students for teachers, handling disciplinary issues immediately, and so much more!  
Student, Ana Sophia Garza in 5th grade says, “Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela is the most wonderful principal I have ever had!” Music/Theater Arts Teacher, Mr. Pepito declares 
that she is an assiduous person that gets the job done!  Mrs. Ortega in 2nd grade teacher, expresses that Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela supports us tremendously!  We work 
with true dedication, Mrs. Rosa Gonzalez-Vela. We here at Emiliano Zapata Elementary are grateful to work for a BOSS like you!

Mrs.Gonzalez-Vela, principal at Emiliano Zapata 
Elementary, in Mrs. Longoria’s pre-kindergarten class 
motivating the students to participate in her lesson. 

Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela, principal, in Mrs. Beltran’s class in 
Kindergarten, first year teacher, doing a read-aloud to 

her students, demonstrating the adventure in reading a 
book with prosody.

Our principal, Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela, at Emiliano Zapata 
Elementary, caught in action, assisting the teachers in 

conducting assessments. 

At Emiliano Zapata Elementary, our principal, Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela appreciates the value of tradition and how it forms us as a group 
dynamic. As a campus, we recognized Cinco de Mayo with children’s attire to acknowledge the Mexican tradition of celebrating 
Cinco de Mayo, when the Mexicans won the battle over the French in 1862 at the battle of Puebla.  
Their victory became a symbol of Mexican resistance to foreign domination. Symbolic to our own measure of perseverance in all our 
endeavors through celebration and awareness.  Students walked with pride down the halls of our school wearing their Mexican attire 
demonstrating part of the rich culture of our heritage.  In addition to this, Mr. Pepito, our Music/Theater Arts Director, and our ACE 
Program Coordinator, Mr. Rodriguez, led the students in a performance at the Alejandro “Alex” Saenz Performing Arts Center.  
The performance included the Best of Selena Quintanilla, in remembrance of the famous “Queen of Tejano Music”, as well as 

highlights from the Disney/Pixar film, COCO.  This performance brought to life a very important part of the Mexican tradition 
and folklore. Celebrating Cinco de Mayo helps take us back to our roots and so we take time to reflect on our identity 

and that of our ancestors during a time where sacrifice, courage, perseverance, and determination were the means to 
overcome and confront a challenge as done in the Mexican battle over the French in 1862.  

We     Earth!

The students at Seguin Head Start recently celebrated Earth 
Day.  Students wore blue or green attire that represented the 
colors of the Earth while also taking part in a planting activity. 
The students learned about what a plant needs to grow.  They 
used soil, a pot, grass seeds, and flower seeds. They each 
promised to help our plants grow daily by making sure their 
plants get enough water and sunlight.

EARTH DAY 

On April 22, 2022, the students at La Joya Head Start Center 
planted seeds in celebration of Earth Day. Pots made from recycled 
paper were used to plant the seeds. The students had a great time doing 
this activity and learning about how we can help our planet Earth for generations to come. 
We got an update from some parents that sent in pictures letting us know that the seeds that 
were planted are now seedlings. It is wonderful as an educator to see that the learning is being 
extended outside of the classroom. Thank you to all of our parents for their continued support!

WE APPRECIATE OUR BOSS!

Mrs. Gonzalez-Vela, principal, 
promotes Mexican Heritage on May 5, 
2022 in celebration of Cinco de Mayo 
with a parade in the halls of Emiliano 

Zapata Elementary.

The ACE Program and Music/Theater 
students of Emiliano Zapata Elementary 
shined at yet another one of their best 

performances, in celebration of Cinco de 
Mayo, at Alejandro “Alex” Performing 

Arts Center. 

The ACE Program and Music/Theater 
students of Emiliano Zapata Elementary, 
perform to the Disney/Pixar film COCO, 

in celebration of Cinco de Mayo, at 
Alejandro “Alex” Performing Arts Center.  

In celebration of Cinco de Mayo, 
The ACE Program and Music/Theater 

students from Emiliano Zapata 
Elementary perform in remembrance of 

the “Queen of Tejano Music,” - 
The Best of Selena Quintanilla.



Over 29 
designated 
campuses
in your specialty 
field of choice!
• STEM 
• STEAM
• Fine Arts
• Technology
• Media Arts & 

Communication
• Biliteracy Programs
• Leadership
• Sports & Wellness
• Health Science 

Professions

HEALTH SCIENCE PROFESSIONS
First of its kind curriculum designed to prepare middle school students who

wish to pursue healthcare related careers upon graduation.

Juan N. Seguin Elem. Memorial MS Academy of Health Science 
Professions & STEM

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL

TECHNOLOGY
Provides students with an advanced curricular experience through innovative technology, 

technology-rich Project Based Learning, an emphasis on collaboration amongst peers, and 
ensures that students have a solid foundation for a career in the STEM field.

Diaz Villarreal Elem.
Kika De La Garza Elem.

Rosendo Benavides Elem.
Elodia R. Chapa Elem.

Narciso G. Cavazos Elem.

J.D. Salinas MS Thelma R. Salinas STEM ECHS
Academy of Health Science 

Professions & STEM
Juarez-Lincoln HS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOLS

FINE ARTS
For students who want to immerse themselves in fine arts-based education, LJISD 

makes it possible from elementary through High School.

Emiliano Zapata Elem.
Leo J. Leo Elem.

Patricio Perez Elem.

Cesar E. Chavez MS La Joya HS
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL

STEAM
Offering a combination of STEM and the Fine Arts to develop well-rounded students for a future in these fields.

John F. Kennedy Elem.
Henry B. Gonzalez Elem.

Enrique “Kiki” Camarena Elem. 
E.B. Reyna Elem.

Sam Fordyce Elem.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

STEM
Inspiring the next generation of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math leaders by developing 

a passion at a young age and maintaining interest throughout the secondary education years. 

William J. Clinton Elem.
Evangelina Garza Elem.
Lloyd M. Bentsen Elem.
Jose De Escandon Elem.

Corina Peña Elem.

Dr. Javier Saenz MS
Irene M. Garcia MS

La Joya High School T-STEM
Palmview High School T-STEM

Juarez-Lincoln High School T-STEM
Academy for Health Science 

Professions & STEM
Thelma R. Salinas STEM ECHS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOLS HIGH SCHOOLS

Prepare students for college and beyond!
La Joya ISD specialty campuses are designed to nurture your child’s ability and interest 
in specific fields that will support them throughout their academic experience and lead 

them to an exciting career and future in their field of choice. The opportunities are 
endless, and the possibilities are limitless! Enroll Today to Start Your Future Now!

LA JOYA ISD DESIGNATED CAMPUSES

956.323.2545 • www.lajoyaisd.com
ENROLL TODAY FOR THE 2022-2023 ACADEMIC YEAR!

Guillermo Flores Elem. 

SPORTS & WELLNESS
Sports & Wellness designated campus is committed to provide a nurturing environment in which 

your child will flourish in academia, social-emotional connections and physical fitness.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

BILITERACY PROGRAMS
Expanding opportunities for bilingual students to continue to advance their biliteracy skills 

and promote biculturalism through Dual Language Enrichment Programs.

All Elementary Campuses Domingo Treviño MS
Memorial MS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOLS

LEADERSHIP
La Joya ISD offers instructional settings that allow students the opportunity to develop and 

practice quality leadership skills and a solution-centered approach to problems. 

Dr. Americo Paredes Elem.
Tabasco Elem.

Lorenzo de Zavala MS
Ann W. Richards MS
Cesar E. Chavez MS

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS MIDDLE SCHOOLS

MEDIA  ARTS & COMMUNICATION
Students gain exposure to visual communication fields such as graphic 

design, printing and imaging, and audio/video production.

    Dr. Palmira Mendiola Elem.
  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

VISIT WWW.LAJOYAISD.COM & FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA @ LAJOYAISD


