
LOCAL POSTAL
CUSTOMER

PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
McALLEN, TX -78501

PERMIT NO. 354

Dear La Joya ISD Family,

On behalf of everyone at our district, we 
hope that each of you are doing well.  
 
Over the course of the last few weeks, we 
have been faced with new challenges brought 
on by winter storm Uri, but we have shown 
our strength as a community. I am proud to 
see the great work and leadership of all our 
leaders, families, and partners as we worked 
together to ensure that our students and our 
communities continue to shine bright! 
 
La Joya ISD quickly went into action to 
ensure that all our students and families 
continued to receive their daily meals, 
delayed classes to ensure no student 
fell behind, and partnered with local 
organizations and communities to assist 
with food drives, shelters, and critical 
resources. These recent events have been 
hard for everyone in our community, and we 
understand that in times like these, we must 
work together to move forward. 
 
La Joya ISD extends our gratitude and thanks 
to everyone throughout our community 
who volunteered, assisted with donations, 
and especially all our employees, staff, and 
administration who worked around the clock 
to ensure that our students and families 
received the resources they needed. Our 
La Joya ISD family is big, but our hearts are 
bigger! Thank you once again to everyone 
who has played a role in assisting our students, 
families, and communities during these events. 
 
We are proud to highlight the successes 
and achievements of our students, teachers, 
and staff! As you will see in this issue, we 
celebrate the accomplishment of our award-
winning programs, visit with students and 
teachers in the classroom, and acknowledge 
our employees who dedicate themselves to 
ensure that every student receives a high-
quality educational experience! 
 
As we move into Spring, we are excited to 
see our students excelling in the classroom 
and in their extracurricular activities! 

With great pride, 

    Dr. Gisela Saenz
       LA JOYA ISD SUPERINTENDENT
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PROUDLY HIGHLIGHTING LA JOYA ISD’S ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE & ACHIEVEMENTS SINCE 1983! 

february 2021

THE ACADEMY OF HEALTH 
SCIENCE PROFESSIONS & STEM

at La Joya ISD earns the

Excellence Award!

La Joya ISD is pleased to announce that The 
Academy of Health Science Professions & 
STEM has been selected as the recipient of 
the Rio Grande Valley LEAD’s 2021 Academy 
Excellence Award.  

RGV LEAD is a nonprofit corporation linking 
educators with employers to support both 
opportunities for students and economic 
development and is made up of board 
members and educators from throughout the 
Rio Grande Valley.  

This award honors a secondary campus that 
exemplifies innovative school reform focused 
on transforming teaching and learning, and 
business and community engagement.  

The Academy of Health Science Professions & 
STEM, under the leadership of Principal LeAnn 
Alaniz-Herrera, was selected for this award for 
creating an exemplary environment for student 
success that includes the following best 
Academy Model practices:  

• Numerous Career Exploration initiatives, 
projects, and programs in the Health 
Science pathway

• Work-Based Learning opportunities for 
students and teachers Employer and 
Industry  

• Student Voice and Varied Leadership 
initiatives  

• Mandatory Capstone/Senior Project  

• Engaged Advisory Board/ Industry Council

• Student/Educator Mentoring Program  

• Post-Secondary Partnerships  

• Problem-Based Case Learning and  
Project-Based Learning  

• Parent and Community  

The model implemented by The Academy of 
Health Science Professions & STEM at La Joya 
ISD exemplifies the best practices that RGV 
LEAD advocates for and each best practice 
has a powerful impact on student learning, 
achievement, and overall success.  

The Academy of Health Science Professions 
& STEM was nominated for the award by Mr. 
Lupe Chavez, La Joya ISD Academies Director. 
In his nomination letter he stated, “I am 
extremely confident that Mrs. Alaniz-Herrera, 
her administrative team, her counselor, and 
most especially her teachers are deeply 
committed to both student success and 
being productive citizens to the La Joya ISD 
community,” he continued. “Through such 
deep commitment and desire, the entire 
Academy of Health Science Pathway & Science 
Technology Engineering and Math set a fine 
example and are great role models to the 
people that are surrounded by them,” added 
Mr. Chavez. 

As part of the award, each month, RGV LEAD 
will share one of The Academy of Health 
Science Professions & STEM best practice 
model’s in their newsletter. La Joya ISD is 
extremely proud of Principal Alaniz-Herrera, 
her students, staff, and administration. 
Congratulations, keep Shining Bright! 

Pictured: Mr. Luis Rodriguez, RGV LEAD Executive Director, LeAnn Alaniz-Herrera Principal ASHP & STEM, 
Dr. Gisela Saenz, Superintendent of Schools, and Martin Muñoz, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum & Instruction

RGV LEAD RGV LEAD 
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Dear La Joya ISD families:

These past few weeks have 
challenged our students, 
our parents, our district, and 
our community. While the 
days have been hard, they 
have also shown the unity, 
compassion, and resiliency 
of our communities as we 
have worked together to 
persevere.  
 
Our La Joya ISD School Board 
quickly went to work to make sure that all our 
students had access to their meals, partnered 
with local organizations to assist with food 
drives for our communities, and extended 
days for our students and employees. We are 
thankful to everyone who assisted our district 
and families during these trying times! 
 
At La Joya ISD we are family, and we will continue 
to partner and work with all our communities to 
ensure the safety, security, and well-being of all 
our students, employees, and families!  
 
We continue to transition to a new normal and 
this Spring, we are proud to see our students 
once again participate safely in extracurricular 
activities and sports. We wish all our students 
the best of luck as they return to these award-
winning programs!  
 
To all our La Joya ISD family, please continue 
to stay safe and healthy by following all health 
guidelines. Together, we are moving forward, 
and we are always here to serve you!

Oscar “Coach” Salinas, 
School Board President

Estimadas familias de La Joya ISD:

Estas últimas semanas han supuesto 
un reto para nuestros estudiantes, 
nuestros padres, nuestro distrito 
y nuestra comunidad. Si bien los 
días han sido difíciles, también han 
mostrado la unidad, la compasión 
y la capacidad de recuperación de 
nuestras comunidades, ya que hemos 
trabajado juntos para perseverar.  
 
Nuestra Junta Escolar de La Joya ISD 
rápidamente se puso a trabajar para 
asegurarse de que todos nuestros 

estudiantes tuvieran acceso a sus comidas, se 
asoció con organizaciones locales para ayudar 
con las colecstas de alimentos para nuestras 
comunidades, y extendió los días para nuestros 
estudiantes y empleados. Estamos agradecidos a 
todos los que ayudaron a nuestro distrito y a las 
familias durante estos tiempos difíciles. 
 
En La Joya ISD somos una familia, y continuaremos 
asociándonos y trabajando con todas nuestras 
comunidades para garantizar la seguridad y 
el bienestar de todos nuestros estudiantes, 
empleados y familias.  
 
Continuamos la transición a una nueva normalidad 
y esta primavera, estamos orgullosos de ver a 
nuestros estudiantes una vez más participar con 
seguridad en las actividades extracurriculares 
y deportes. ¡Les deseamos a todos nuestros 
estudiantes la mejor de las suertes en su regreso a 
estos programas premiados!  
 
A toda nuestra familia de La Joya ISD, por favor 
continúen manteniéndose seguros y saludables. 
¡Juntos, estamos avanzando, y siempre estamos 
aquí para servirles!

Oscar “Coach” Salinas, 
Presidente de la Junta Escolar

A slew of students from La Joya Early College High 
School may now add a publication credit to their 
resumes as published writers and artists. Students 
in Mrs. Érika E. Garza’s Spanish Dual Enrollment 
classes and Mr. Daniel García’s English classes from 
2019-2020 had their work accepted in Still I Rise, an 
anthology of Rio Grande Valley Youth now available in 
stores.  

Published poets include Yathcire Arredondo, 
Emmanuel Ayala, Bryan Beltrán, Cynthia Yvone Cantú, 
Jéssica Chavarría, Perla Conde, Bethany González, 
Desaree Guajardo, Évelin Olivares Gracia, Yasaira 
Guadalupe Herrera, Mayeli Guzmán, Yanelly Licea, 
Anahiza Peña, Emily Peña, Damián Ramírez, Dorian 
Ramírez, Maritza Salazar, Kenyacelestina Salinas, 
Grecia Solís, and Celsa Treviño, and Kristal Vivas. 

 In addition, the anthology also includes artwork and 
drawings by Juany Adilén Carlos, Alexandra Cerda, 
Aylín González, Karen Jiménez, Miranda Jiménez, 
Jazibe Martínez, Jewelisa Maily Veloz.

Message
from the

school board president
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Students and Teacher 
at La Joya Early College 

High School Have
Anthology Published: 

“Still I Rise”

Mrs. Érika E. Garza, Spanish teacher at La Joya Early 
College High School, poses with her copy of Still I Rise 

an anthology of Valley youth by Juventud Press. 
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H O M E C O M I N G
R   YAL COURT

Sam Fordyce Elementary students participated in the Great Kindness Challenge activities during 
the week of January 25-29, 2021. Students were encouraged to complete an act of kindness 

towards their community/family member by doing something random, making a video, writing 
a letter and/or giving a compliment. Students also dressed up all week in attire depicting the 

activity of the day. They dressed as hippies, essential workers, tourists, etc. Overall, students had 
fun and learned that they can be kind anytime everywhere!

Though homecoming was not the same for our students this year, the 
school made sure that they still had activities. The school and district 
allowed them to have a homecoming drive-in presentation to recognize 
all of the nominees and congratulate the winners.

Student Council organized the event with attention to detail just 
like they have in the past. All safety measures and precautions were 
enforced and followed.

“When I found out I won, it was an amazing feeling and I could not 
believe it,” said king Carlos Peña.”

Pena also mentioned that one tradition he missed this year was the 
bonfire and pep rally. One piece of advice he has for next year’s 
nominees is for them to be humble and to make new friends who will 
support them. 

“One day your life will flash before your eyes, make sure it’s worth 
watching and have much fun and laughter,” said queen Samantha Ortiz. 
“Life is to be enjoyed, not just endured so don’t be afraid. Be alive.”

Ortiz said that she has been nominated for homecoming since her 
sophomore year. She added that this year was harder to get her name 
out there since everything is virtual and how she didn’t get to post until 
the first day of voting.

“I got elected to represent football and didn’t really campaign for 
myself, but I’m glad I received homecoming prince,” said prince Daniel 
Guillen.

When Guillen won, he was presented with a crown, sash and a certificate 
with his name and title. He was also nominated during his freshman and 
sophomore year.

“The campaign and election process was very different, definitely not 
what I expected, and I wished it could’ve been like every other year, said 
princess Jannelly Perez.”

Though it was not the same crowning ceremony Perez said she would 
not have changed a thing.  She thought it was the best way to keep her 
friends and family safe due to the pandemic. 

1st Grader Rochelle Ruiz with officers
from La Joya ISD Police Dept.

Kinder student Jayleen Garcia
Kindness is Essential

1st Grader Giselle Zarate
Be kind anywhere and everywhere

1st Graders Brandon and Bradley Ramirez and 
Mrs. Dulce Ramirez – Peace, Love, Kindness

kindness
CHALLENGE

              THE    GREAT

From left, king, Carlos Peña (12) 
stands with queen, Samantha 

Ortiz (12) celebrating their win 
at the homecoming drive-in 

event on December 5.
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The annual T.M.E.A. Region XV Middle School Band 
Auditions took place on January 2021. Due to the 
pandemic and for safety purposes, the contest 
was held virtually this year. The Cesar E. Chavez 
MS band directors are proud to announce that six 
CCMS Band members made the T.M.E.A. Region XV 
Middle School Band. These students worked under 
challenging circumstances with band directors from 
our cluster, learning what would typically be taught 
in-person, to now being taught virtually. The hard 
work and long practice hours paid off! We are very 
proud of all our students who auditioned, and to 

those that made the Region Band. The students 
that made the Region Band are: Diego Pimentel 
(Two-Time Region Band Member – Trumpet), Dariel 
Lopez (Two-Time Region Member – Euphonium), 
David Solis (Two-Time Region Member – Clarinet), 
Jose Ortiz (8th Grade Alto Sax), Marco A. Gandaria II 
(7th Grade Percussion), and Brisa Bernal (7th Grade 
French Horn). Congratulations to these students, 
their parents, and the CCMS administration, staff, 
and community for the continued support of the 
CCMS Band Department.

Special shout out goes out to the band directors 
that worked with these students. As a result of virtual 
teaching, the La Joya Middle School Band Cluster 
teamed up to teach each other’s region auditionees 
from the three campuses. It was truly a team effort in 
getting our students to succeed! These band directors 
are: Mr. Noe Ramirez (CCMS Band), Mrs. Dina Garcia 
(CCMS Band), Mrs. Diana Campuzano (LDZ Band), 
Mrs. Nancy Colunga (LDZ Band), Mrs. Cristina Carrion 
(DJSMS Band), Mr. Jose Montalvo (DJSMS Band), and 
Mr. Marco Gandaria (LJHS Band). Together or apart, 
we proved to Shine Bright!

CHAVEZ MSCHAVEZ MS
BANDBAND  
MEMBERSMEMBERS  
TRIUMPHTRIUMPH

In honor of World Read Aloud Day 2021, 3rd grade 
students at Evangelina Garza Elementary received 
a personalized message from honored author, 
Francisco Jimenez. Students were part of our school’s 
Virtual World Read Aloud Day celebration.  Mr. 
Alejandro Carranza, Elementary Science Coordinator 
for LJISD, reached out to Dr. Jimenez to collaborate 
and make it a memorable experience for our 3rd 

graders. Mr. Carranza wanted students to have a 
connection with the writer of the book, El regalo de la 
Navidad, which would be shared with students during 
the read aloud celebration. The students were excited 
to read the words addressed to them personally by an 
award-winning author.

Dr. Jimenez is the author of The Christmas Gift/ 
El regalo de la Navidad, La Mariposa, and award 
winning The Circuit: Stories from the Life of a 
Migrant Child. His stories reflect his experiences and 
challenges growing up as part of a migrant working 
family in the state of California. Below is his address 
to our students:

Dear Mr. Carranza,

I feel honored that you have selected my book The 
Christmas Gift to read in honor of National Read 
Aloud Day on February 5, 2021. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart.

Below is my message to your 3rd grade students at 
Evangelina Garza Elementary.

“Queridos estudiantes,

I would like to encourage you to continue working 
hard in your studies. Sometimes you may find 
obstacles and disappointments along the way, but 
don’t give up. You will overcome them if you believe 
in yourself, do your best and accept help from others. 

Also maintain hope and faith and be proud of your 
heritage.  When I was your age, I could not have 
dreamed that so many wonderful experiences were 
waiting for me. The opportunity to finish elementary 
school, middle school, high school and attend college 
and pursue my dream of becoming a teacher came as 
a direct result of the love and support that I received 
from my family and the caring encouragement and 
guidance that I received from my teachers.

 You are fortunate to have wonderful teachers 
like Mr. Carranza, Mrs. Norma Leanos, Mrs. Rosa 
Flores who are helping you to grow and learn. I 
would encourage you to take advantage of all the 
educational experiences that Evangelina Garza 
Elementary has to offer and to work as hard as you 
can in your studies. Your education is yours to have 
and to hold. You will never lose it, and it will enrich 
your lives in many ways. Also, by applying yourself 
in your studies, you honor the sacrifices that your 
parents and abuelitos and abuelitas have made and 
are making so that you may have a better life.

Thank you, Mr. Carraza, for being a teacher and 
making a difference in your students’ lives.”

With respect and gratitude,

Francisco
P.S. Here is the link to a short film based on The 
Christmas Gift. I hope you’ll enjoy it. https://vimeo.
com/42671708

AUTHOR FRANCISCO JIMENEZ
ADDRESSES STUDENTS AT GARZA ELEMENTARY

The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards is the nation’s longest running and most prestigious recognizing program for creative American teens in grades 7-12. The Scholastic 
Art & Writing Awards give students the opportunity to broaden their creative horizons and fosters confidence in young artists. 

For the past handful of years, under the direction of Jimmy Carter ECHS Art teacher Ms. Nilda Valle, several Red Wolf students have garnered awards and recognition for 
their art. Thanks to Ms. Valle’s guidance and assistance, our students have been able to exercise their artistic expression and point of view. 

This year, we had several Red Wolves earn awards and recognition at the 2021 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards in the Southwest Art Region-at-Large. 

2021 SCHOLASTIC ART & WRITING AWARDS

“Old Love is Best” by Raquel Cruz, 
11th grade, recipient of the Silver 
Key in the Photography Category

“Blue” by Nicole Garcia, 11th 
grade, an Honorable Mention in the 

Photography Category

“Haunted Hotel” by Juliana Mendez, 
11th grade, an Honorable Mention 

in the Photography Category

“Gem City” by Glenda Villanueva, 
12th grade, an Honorable Mention 

in the Photography Category



ENRIQUE CAMARENA 
ELEMENTARY 

CELEBRATES
POWER 
READERS

        ENRIQUE CAMARENA ELEMENTARY

                CELEBRATES MILLIONAIRES

Esta semana en la clase Bilingüe de  Pre 
kinder de  Mrs.Vanessa  Rodríguez en Jose 
de Escandon Elementary STEM estudiamos 
la letra Pp, su sonido y vocabulario. La 
incorporamos en nuestras actividades 
STEM (ciencia, tecnología, ingeniería y 
matemáticas). Los niños estuvieron ansiosos 
de trabajar no solo con esta letra sino en 
sus valentines que prepararon para sus 
familiares. Para continuar con el aprendizaje 
de la letra de la semana los estudiantes 
crearon un perro, pájaro, y pingüino en 
forma de  valentines para compartir con 
sus familia.Todos los días estudiamos las 
destrezas apropiadas a prekinder como, 
las  palabras en sílabas, comparamos 
y buscamos rimas con el vocabulario 
que empieza con Pp. También creamos 
oraciones usando estas mismas palabras  y 
nuestras palabras de alta frecuencia. Este 
año el día de San Valentin se ve un poco 

diferente pero queremos demostrar nuestro 
amor  por nuestra familia que nos ayuda a 
diario. Junto a mamá o papá creamos estos 
preciosos valentines usando ingredientes 
que se encuentran en sus hogares. Para 
cerrar la semana de aprendizaje tuvimos 
un “Picnic” donde todos  los niños trajeron 
peluches, comida que empieza con la letra 
de la semana, pizza, palomitas, pan, pastel, 
papas fritas y mucho más. El tiempo no se 
prestó para sentarnos afuera en el jardín, 
igual disfrutamos el “Picnic” juntos todos 
adentro de casa.  Nuestro padres de Pre 
kinder nos han ayudado tanto este año 
escolar y les estamos muy agradecidos.

Gracias por todo su esfuerzo Padres de 
Familia.

Los Queremos, Su Maestra de Pre Kinder 
Mrs. Rodriguez.

DÍA DE SAN 
VALENTÍN STEM

Aislynn Bazan Leonardo Moreno

Tabasco Elementary is proud to announce 
one of our own has read her way straight to 
the top!

Fourth-grader Aisleny Valdez has been 
ranked as the top elementary-level reader in 
La Joya ISD for the first semester. In a more 
traditional year, Aisleny could frequently be 
seen on her way to the school library when 
not working hard in class, not unlike many 
other Tabasco students.

However, even with this remote-learning 
world we are currently living in putting such 
normal school activities on hold, Aisleny’s 
massive word count has proven that she has 
not let that stand in the way of her literary 
enjoyment. As of Feb. 12, 2021, her word 
count stood tall at 4,159,869. 

Valdez said the reason she loves to read so 
much is because of where it lets her mind go.

“The reason I love reading is that I go to a 
different galaxy, and I go to my world full of 
books,” she said. Clearly, Aisleny isn’t taking 
it easy after her accolades, as she continues 
make flip those pages not for any type of 
recognition but simply for the love of reading. 

“My favorite type of book is like “The RHINO 
in Right Field,” which is the book I am reading 
now. It is about a group of kids playing 
baseball in a park which is also a zoo. Then, 
the ball goes on the rhinoceros pen and they 
have to go get it,” she said, adding:

“You should read it and learn more about 
what happens next!”

Fourth-grader Aisleny Valdez is 
Tabasco’s top reader and the districts 

top elementary reader of the first 
semester.

Aisleny Valdez is currently reading 
“The RHINO In Right Field,” 
and says books like it are her 

favorite types of books.

TABASCO PAGE-TURNER BECOMES

TOP ELEMENTARY READER
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After listening to the read aloud Roller Coaster 
written by Marla Frazee, Kinder students became 
engineers as they designed a roller coaster that 
they would like to ride on one day.  The students 
created their roller coasters out of construction 
paper and glued them on while having to 
consider the amount of glue to use to keep their 
roller coasters from flopping over.  They had 

to figure out how to curve and loop their roller 
coasters without the roller coaster collapsing.  
The students used trial and error when they were 
trying to figure out the height of their desired 
roller coaster. If it was too tall, they would realize 
they needed extra reinforcement.  Some students 
kept their roller coasters minimal as they did not 
wish to ride their big, scary roller coasters, while 

others tried to defy gravity by creating what they 
called the biggest roller coaster of the world.  
Whichever their desire was, all children had a 
blast zooming through their imagination and 
becoming successful engineers for the morning. 
They finalized by writing a reflection of how the 
experience would be riding their roller coaster.

SEGUIN STUDENTS 

CELEBRATE 

WORLD
READ 
ALOUD DAY
On Wednesday, February 3, Juan N. Seguin 
Elementary students, teachers, and staff 
celebrated World Read Aloud Day.  Teachers 
and staff read to students at school and 
through their virtual classrooms.  Students in 
turn read to their parents and siblings. This is 
a way to celebrate the power of words and see 
the world from different perspectives. It helps 
develop literacy skills, builds community, and 
connects us to each other.

MEMORIAL MIDDLE SCHOOL KICKS OFF 
MEMORIAL WEDNESDAYS

FOR FUTURE MMS LOBOS 
The class of 2028 made strides this week by attending 
the first ever “Memorial Wednesday,” a virtual event 
meant to introduce students to their dynamic future at 
Memorial Middle School. Students ran to scavenge for 
items in their home related to their lesson on hair, skin 
and nails, “I Am My Body’s Guard.” Teachers from the 
Health Science Professions Academy, Bea Valenzuela and 
Hortencia McBride, then took to the stage with a bucket 
of brains and a frog donated in the name of science. Fifth 
grade students were engaged in the interactive lesson 
all the while becoming familiar with their MMS teachers 
and their upcoming opportunity to be part of the Health 
Science Professions Academy – Future Frontline Health 
Professionals Attend Middle School Here!

STEM FRIDAY: 
E. GARZA 

ELEMENTARY
KINDER 

ENGINEERS

5th grade students at Jose de Escandon 
STEM Elementary were tasked with 
creating a project that included an 
attribution of a personal nature or human 
characteristics to something nonhuman, 
or the representation of an abstract in 
human form. This was assigned as part of 
their Figurative Language unit. Students 
were to use common everyday materials 
that are found in their homes. They were 
given full creative license to transform 
an object into a visual description of a 
word. They had two days to complete 

and submit it to their teachers. Students’ 
videotaped themselves explaining their 
object along with integrating various 
technology applications to improve their 
presentations. They shared it with their 
teachers and classmates via Flipgrid. 
Their final projects included beautiful 
edited photos and videos. Students left 
their camera shyness behind due to their 
excitement about sharing their work. 
They took ownership of their projects and 
learned many new vocabulary words. 

Guillermo 
Flores

Jocelyn 
Perez
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LEARNING

VOCABULARY
THROUGH STEM

MENDIOLA STUDENTS
ATTEND SCHOOL TODAY TO
ACHIEVE 
TOMORROW
Studies have shown there is a correlation 
between attendance rates and academic 
success. For this reason, Mendiola Students 
Attend School Today to Achieve Tomorrow. 
Certainly, attendance has always been a 
priority at Dr. Palmira Mendiola Elementary. 
Despite the fact that this school year has been far from being a traditional school year, 
this has not interfered with the campus expectation of reaching the district’s attendance 
goal. Mendiola Elementary staff is honored to say that the attendance goal of 97.5% 
attendance was achieved for all the first semester: that’s right, three consecutive six weeks! 
Undoubtedly, teachers, parents, and students at Mendiola take education very seriously, and 
they will not allow this new virtual approach hinder their goal of reaching academic success.
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student experience

January 27, 2021, was an exciting day for 
the hearts and minds of students at Zapata 
Elementary as they engaged in celebrating 
National Kindness Week.  Messages of 
compassion, care, strength and hope to 
children at Edinburg Children’s Hospital and 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital were written by 
students that volunteered to participate in the 
activity. 

“You do not know me, but I am a kid too. I want 
to tell you to stay strong and I hope you get 
well soon,” was part of the message of Yulissa 
Lumbreras, 4th Grade student at the school as 
well as Leonardo De Hoyos (5th Grade).  The 
students took their letter writing activity very 

seriously. “We are writing from our heart,” 
said Naileah Gomez, 3rd Grade student.  Jake 
Gutierrez, 5th Grade student drew on his letter 
and took time to give detail and shadow, skills 
he has learned with our amazing Art teacher, 
Mrs. Maribel Garza. 

Kindness comes from the heart expressed 
Destiny Coronado as she eagerly looked for 
her pencil crayons to create her message 
during the virtual meeting with our school 
counselor, Mrs. Celinda O. Polito. Creativity, 
positivity, love, care and empathy could be felt 
as volunteer students met with the counselor 
in her virtual classroom. Delani Montelongo 
(4th Grade) shared that it is important for 

KINDNESS to come out of our heart and show 
it because it will do good…..we need good in 
our lives.”When a parent thanked Mrs. Polito 
for the gesture and the activity, she sincerely 
responded, “My job is to offer experiences 
to children where both heart and mind work 
together to make a difference in someone’s 
life and become productive citizens for our 
community and society in general.  In so doing, 
the children begin to make a difference in their 
own life and future,” 

The experience was rewarding to parents, 
students, their counselor, but most importantly 
and hopefully the children at hospitals that are 
facing an infirmity that requires lots of strength.

ZAPATA STUDENTS SEND
LETTERS OF KINDNESS

TO SICK CHILDREN

In science, our students have been studying 
the layers of the Earth.  Since every year, our 
students make the dirt cups in class, Mrs. 
Silva didn’t want this year to be any different. 
Mrs. Silva went the extra mile to drop off 
their materials all the way to their mailboxes. 
Everything was in a package, to ensure 
precautions were in place. She made sure to 
leave the items the day before they were going 
to make the dirt cup.  Her wonderful parents 
assisted her by not allowing the students to 
open the envelope until their Science time. “It 
was a sense of normality watching the students 
creating their dirt cups and listening to the 

excitement as we went through each step.” 
Mrs. Silva stated.  The students were surprised 
that they had a whole bag of gummy worms to 
work with. After finishing their dirt cup. Students 
proceed to write in their Science journal. 
Students drew their cups and identified the 
layers. “Even though it was a little pricey going 
this route, the joy in their face made it all worth 
the expense. They were able to enjoy their dirt 
cup after they finished their illustrations,” stated 
Mrs. Silva. There is a saying that a picture is 
worth a million words, and that is true, because 
this was an unforgettable moment.

AN UNFORGETTABLE
EXPERIENCE

 A kindness letter written by Caroline Perez, 
4th Grade at Emiliano Zapata Elementary. 

Delani Montelongo, 4th Grade, writes letter 
of kindness to patient at hospital. 

Karla Alvarez, 4th Grade, at Emiliano Zapata 
Elementary writes a kindness letter to 

patient at children’s hospital. 

Mia Martinez, 3rd Grade, writes letter of 
kindness to sick children at hospital. 

Yulissa Lumbreras, 4th Grade, writes 
kindness letter to children at hospital.

Letter of Kindness written by 
Destiny Coronado in 3rd Grade, 

to children in hospital. 

Kindness Letter written to sick children at 
hospital by Leonardo De Hoyos, 5th Grade. 

Kindness letter written by 
Jake Gutierrez, 5th Grade. 

Students in Mrs. Silva’s virtual class (above) and Melanie 
Santamaria (below) in person enjoying their activity!



On January 20th, students, and staff at Cavazos 
Elementary participated in the virtual viewing of the 2021 
United States Presidential Inauguration. Afterwards, 
teachers led class discussions and interactive activities 
in which students were able to write responses and 
discuss their views regarding the event.  Additionally, on 
that day, students in Mrs. Nora Pulido’s 3rd Grade Class 
responded to the prompt, “If I Were President…”. Their 
different views were expressed through the individual 
strokes of their pencils and responses. This event was 
a great learning opportunity for students because it 
allowed them to be part of history and witness as the 
first female Vice President of the United States, Kamala 
Harris, was inaugurated.

BEING PART OF AN HISTORIC EVENT AT CAVAZOS ELEMENTARY:

THE 2021 UNITED STATES 
PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION

On Wednesday, January 20, 2021 the 46th 
President of the United States, Joe Biden, 
was sworn into office. Even in the wake of 
an ongoing pandemic, 5th grade students 
at Chapa Elementary excitedly observed a 
moment in history. They were able to listen 
to several speakers during the ceremony and 
eagerly asked questions as to the purpose 
and role of the people in attendance. This 
was an awesome opportunity for our 5th 
graders to see history taking place in real 
time! It gave them a glimpse into the many 
possibilities for their own future as they saw 
judges, performers, ex-presidents, and the 
many different people that make up our body 
of government.
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Reading is very important, especially at an 
early age. It is known that reading sets a 
foundation for academic excellence, improves 
communication skills, supports mastery of 
language, produces sharper logical thinking 
skills, provides exposure to new experiences, 
but most importantly it is fun!

At Dr. Palmira Mendiola Elementary we are 

aware of this; therefore, it is no secret that we 
have been working to promote our students’ 
love for reading. Reading together creates 
stronger relationships, and for this reason, 
this month of February—the month of love—
Mendiola students are being encouraged to 
read with their sweetheart. February 12th, 
2021 was the designated day to spread the 

love for reading by having students read their 
favorite book to their sweetheart. To sweeten 
this activity even more, Mendiola Elementary 
hosted a Sweetheart Drive By in which students 
received a baggie full of delicious treats to 
enjoy as they read their favorite books with 
their favorite person because after all, love is…
reading with you!

 8

Learning in 2021 has definitely not been the same for students all over the world. Many 
students struggle to learn or to connect with their teachers for remote learning. However, 
teachers try to make the best they can with what they have and can control. The 5th grade 
team plan collaboratively to be able to provide students with engaging lessons that they can 
enjoy and participate in. Students learning objective was to learn to multiply decimals by 
decimals. To make this skill relevant to students, they were able to put to practice what they 
learned with some Among Us Connect 4 to compete against each other. This got the students 
motivated and pumped into learning.

Left: 5th Grade Students playing Connect 4 with an Among Us theme while practicing multiplication skills.

LEARNING IS AMONG US

5th Grade Students watching and listening intently as the new 
president of the United States delivers the inaugural address.

HISTORY 
IN THE 

MAKING

AT MENDIOLA, love IS
…READING

WITH YOU!
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Due to COVID-19, our school has been online. 
Students must now do all work from home 
including tasks such as college applications 
this school year.

The campus provides virtual classroom 
guidance, scheduled Apply Texas drives, 
and an online Go-Center where students 

can go to get information or in contact with 
the college transition specialist, Raquel 
Saenz. Go-Center provides early college 
awareness and readiness to high school 
students, includingkeeping track of testing 
deadlines, and complete a checklist to ensure 
requirements are met for college entrance.

“The pandemic has made it difficult to apply 
for colleges only because it was my first time 
doing an application to a university on my 
own,” senior Aysel Cantu said. “I have reached 
out to some Go Center administrators who 
have been so kind to help me answer all my 
questions and provide really great resources 
to achieve my goals.”

Cantu has found it challenging to apply on 
her own however she is thankful for the help 
she has been able to obtain from school 
employees. With their help, she has been 
accepted to UTRGV and Texas A&M University 
in Kingsville.

“My goal is to apply to as many colleges and 
universities that fit my needs,” senior Jovanna 
Ochoa said.” I want to go to a school where I 
can get my degree, gain experience, without 
having to be in massive debt.”

Ochoa is hopeful she will be able to find a 
college and university that will benefit her most. 
The district offers extended hours for students 
as well as a direct line to contact Go-Center staff.

“I hope to attend Texas Tech because I love 
to try out for their cheer team and because 
they are the closest one to my fashion 
major,” senior Saul Zepeda said. “I feel 100% 
confident and prepared for college.”

Zepeda is excited about the experience and 
memories college will give him. He is grateful for 
the experience high school has given him and 
feels ready to step into the real world. Zepeda has 
attended several group video chats with college 
representatives organized by the Go-Center.

Students from Juan N. Seguin Elementary participated in the 7th Annual 
Kids Marathon; the event is open to kids from the Rio Grande Valley and 
aims at teaching children about healthy living habits. The students ran 
an equivalent of a marathon, 26.2 miles, in a span of four months to get 
them into the habit of exercising daily. Due to the pandemic, the final 
mile was run virtually on January 16, 2021 and all participants received 
a finisher medal and shirt. Students at Seguin know the importance of 
eating healthy and staying active.

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS

Sam Fordyce Elementary alongside 
Benavides Elementary held a Valentine’s 
Day Curbside Event on Saturday, February 
6, 2021 from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. Families 
from both schools drove by Sam Fordyce 
Elementary to pick up pamphlets and 
information about what these schools have 
to offer.  Dalaihny Hernandez, 4th grade 

student and Sam Fordyce ACE Folklorico 
group member, as well as, Deborah Zarate, 
3rd grade student and Sam Fordyce ACE 
Mini-Jewelette member helped greet 
parents and deliver goody bags and flyers. 
We thank our community for continuing to 
choose our schools in La Joya ISD as the 
Place to Be!

Pictured (left to right): Jaime Garza - Coyote, 3rd Grader 
Deborah Zarate, 4th Grader Dalaihny Hernandez, Hailey and 

Layla Hernandez in vehicle.

VALENTINE’S DAY
C U R B S I D E  E V E N T

SEGUIN ELEMENTARY HOSTS

7TH ANNUAL KIDS
MARATHON
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employee corner

Academy of Health Science Professions & STEM Social Studies teacher James F. Kohn 
was awarded the ‘WE Teachers’ award presented by Walgreens. Mr. Kohn was nominated 
by a student in his AP U.S. History class for his continuous dedication to his campus and 
support for his students. “Mr. Kohn provides top-notch instruction to his students. His 
approach and execution of an extremely rigorous advanced placement (AP) curriculum 
is unmatched, and the data proves it. It’s no surprise his students would nominate him - 
and he’d win!” said his colleague I. Martinez. Mr. Kohn was one of 1,000 educators from 

across the United States to win the award. Additionally, Mr. Kohn was awarded $500 
which he will use towards supplies and incentives for his students.

Mr. James F. Kohn, recipient of the 
‘WE Teachers’ award presented by 

Walgreens.

The life and health of over a million people 
have been affected by COVID-19.  This crisis 
has overwhelmed health systems all over the 
world.  It has caused us to accept a “new 
norm” of living.  In schools, we had to result 
to remote teaching/ learning.  However, just 
recently, we have been able to give that choice 
to parents.  Even though we are faced with 
a variety of challenges in this pandemic, our 
school nurses have attended work every day.  

Our school nurses at Emiliano Zapata 
Elementary are Miss Clavel Aguilar, R.N., 
and Mrs. Claudia Montes, Nurse Assistant.  
Our nurses are dedicated with compassion 
and resilience.  Our nurses are ready 
to prevent the spread of the virus that 
causes COVID-19 at school and within the 
community.  They play an important role in 
keeping our school safe.  In doing so, they 
routinely evaluate students for symptoms 
or exposures.  The nurses also implement 
and assure testing procedures and handle 
isolation, as well as suggest quarantine if 
needed.  In addition, our nurses guide us 
with consistent and correct use of masks, 
physical distancing, hand hygiene, notifying 
administrator of potential exposure, if any, 
and providing information to students, staff 
and community about COVID-19.  

Our healthcare nurses are working 
together to always ensure safety for 
Zapata Elementary.  We are so grateful and 
appreciate our nurses who create a healthy 
atmosphere for all students, staff, and our 
community.  We LOVE our school nurses!

WE

OUR 
SCHOOL 
NURSES!

clavel 
aguilar
Registered Nurse

claudia 
montes

Nurse Assistant

National School Counseling Week was 
celebrated during the week of February 
1-5, 2021. At Cavazos Elementary, we are 
very proud to acknowledge the role that 
our school counselor, Angelika Garza plays 
in the overall education and well-being 
of our students and staff. Mrs. Garza has 
led many staff development sessions 
throughout this school year, as well as many 
social/emotional activities that benefit 
all who partake in them. Additionally, on 
February 12th, she led a Mental Health 

Wellness Staff Development Session where 
staff were allowed to feel comfortable in 
sharing their personal struggles during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. She understands the 
challenges that both students and staff 
have had to face during this difficult period. 
Consequently, she always has an open door 
policy for anyone who needs that extra 
emotional support.  Mrs. Angelika Garza 
is a great asset to our campus and we are 
extremely proud that she is part of our 
Cavazos Family.

O U R  S H I N I N G  S T A R

COUNSELOR
ANGELIKA G   RZA

AHSP-STEM TEACHER WINS

‘WE TEACHERS’    AWARD FROM 
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IN A SCHOOL FULL OF APPLES,
MRS. PIÑA IS THE PINEAPPLE!
At Dr. Palmira Mendiola Elementary, teachers strive to see students succeed. Every teacher at Mendiola seeks to inspire, 
motivate, encourage, and educate all their learners as evidenced by their passion for teaching. For this reason, every year 
nominating the teacher of the year is a rigorous competition. 

This school year (2020-2021) has been very demanding. Remote learning brought new challenges to all teachers; 
nonetheless, none were intimidated. All teachers exhausted the resources available to ensure student success making the 
nomination for teacher of the year even more difficult than before. 

A burdensome year calls for a strong and inspiring teacher of the year. This being said, the position needed to be 
fulfilled by somebody whose instruction is differentiated in many ways, through the implementation 

of small group instruction and ample use of technology. A role model who embraces the fact 
that all students are unique and have their own pathways to success. A teacher whose positive 
impact extends throughout the campus and community. Undoubtedly, Mrs. Piña fit perfectly 
into those descriptors. Mrs. Piña is a teacher who works tirelessly to create a challenging, 
nurturing environment for their students. She always goes beyond to ensure her students well-

being both academically and socially. Yes, in a school full of apples, Mrs. Pina is the pineapple 
who stands tall, wears her teacher “crown” with pride, and is super sweet on the inside.

Employees
               of the   YEAR

mrs. e.
coleman

Teacher of the Year

KIKA DE LA GARZA ELEMENTARY

yajahira
chapa

Assistant of the Year

orfelinda 
lucio

Support Staff of the Year

Kika de la Garza 
Elementary Announces 
Employees of the Year!
Our staff at Kika de la Garza provide crucial insight 
into the overall learning experience of our students. 
It has been a tough year with many obstacles due to 
COVID-19 but the job still needs to get done. And 
although, sometimes our hard work is overlooked 
because everyone is trying to fulfill their duties, we 
want to say Thank You to all our campus employees!
However, every year the staff pulls together to nominate 
the best candidates for the employees of the Year. This 
year was no different. We are proud to announce our 
Teacher of the Year Mrs. Eva Coleman, our Assistant of 
the Year Ms. Yajahira Chapa and our Support Staff of the 
Year Mrs. Orfelinda Lucio! These three individuals have 
dedicated and devoted many hard-working years to our 
campus. Thank you for your loyalty, compassion and 
dedication to our students and staff. 
We would like to recognize their excellent work, 
dedication and enthusiasm paired with their ability to 
develop relationships with their students, peers and 
staff. We would also like to thank them for a job well 
done! Again…. CONGRATULATIONS!

monica 
mullvain

Teacher of the Year

maria
ruiz

Support Staff of the Year

rosalinda 
ochoa

Clerical Staff of the Year

joel 
rodriguez

Custodian of the Year

valentina 
casanova

Cafeteria Staff of the Year

Each person at Tabasco Elementary recognized 
as a staff member of the year has had many 
years of service at the school, and each is in 
their own way an essential part of our campus’ 
success.

Monica Mullvain is recognized as teacher of the 
year for her outstanding work as the campus’ 
self-contained class teacher. Mullvain’s dedication 
to her students’ progress has led to powerful 
cooperative relationships with them and their 
families resulting in learning success, all made 
possible by building upon growing connections to 
her students as they return to her class each year. 

Maria Ruiz, as support staff member of the 
year, has filled many roles on the campus 
throughout her tenure at Tabasco, including 
coach’s assistant. She has provided excellent 
support and guidance for the students 
whenever needed.

Rosalinda Ochoa is clerical staff member of the 
year and the school’s LPAC clerk, so many might 
not realize how the tireless work she puts in to 
ensure that our bilingual program functions with 
accuracy and efficiency behind the scenes. 

Custodian Joel Rodriguez knows full well his 

role at the school is more important than ever 
in the age of COVID-19, and it shows through 
his detail and thoroughness of effort in ensuring 
our campus is safe and sanitary. 

Even in remote learning, our cafeteria staff 
members – like Valentina Casanova - are 
essential, with meals needing to be distributed 
to students quickly and efficiently. Her 
experience in the process with many years with 
Tabasco is deeply appreciated.

We are proud to highlight our staff of the year to 
the community! You help make Tabasco what it is.

TABASCO ELEMENTARY EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR
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MORE CHOICES.
MORE OPPORTUNITIES.
• Highly Qualified Teachers & Staff
• Student Safety
• College Courses
• Community Engagement
• Special Programs
• Alliance for Healthier Generation
• Athletics
• UIL
• Duke University Program

OUR MIDDLE SCHOOLS
OFFER EVERYTHING 
YOUR STUDENT
NEEDS TO
SUCCEED.

VISIT WWW.LAJOYAISD.COM & FOLLOW US ON  SOCIAL MEDIA @ LAJOYAISD

OVER 6 
DESIGNATED 
CAMPUSES:
• Leadership
• Fine Arts
• Technology
• STEM
• Health Science
• Biliteracy/Bicultural

ENROLL 
TODAY!

MORE CHOICES.
MORE OPPORTUNITIES.
• 100% Certified Teachers
• Outstanding Fine Arts Program
• Student Safety Initiative
• College Pathways 
• Career Exploration & Readiness
• Community Engagement Project
• Outstanding Athletics Program
• A Healthy Generation School
• Academic University Interscholastic   

League Events
• Duke University Program Participant
• High School Credit Courses 
• Project Lead the Way Course

MORE CHOICES.
MORE OPPORTUNITIES.
• Highly Qualified Teachers & Staff
• Student Safety
• College Courses
• Community Engagement
• Special Programs
• Alliance for Healthier Generation
• Athletics
• UIL
• Duke University Program

OUR MIDDLE SCHOOLS
OFFER EVERYTHING 
YOUR STUDENT
NEEDS TO
SUCCEED.

VISIT WWW.LAJOYAISD.COM & FOLLOW US ON  SOCIAL MEDIA @ LAJOYAISD

OVER 6 
DESIGNATED 
CAMPUSES:
• Leadership
• Fine Arts
• Technology
• STEM
• Health Science
• Biliteracy/Bicultural

ENROLL 
TODAY!
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