
La Joya ISD offers identified gifted/talented students an array of learning opportunities 
that are commensurate with their abilities and that emphasize content in the four (4) 
foundation curricular areas. Services are available during the school day as well as the 
entire school year. Parents are informed of these options (19 TAC Â§89.3(3)). 

An Introduction to Differentiated Instruction 

• Differentiated Instruction means creating multiple paths so that students of different 
abilities, interests, or learning needs present skills and knowledge as a part of the daily 
learning process.  It allows students to take greater responsibility for and ownership of 
learning, and provides opportunities for peer teaching and cooperative learning. 

• Although curriculum goals may be similar for all students, methodologies employed in a 
classroom must be varied to suit the individual needs of all children; that is learning must 
be differentiated to be effective. 

Differentiation:  
Differentiation is an instructional model that guides teachers in the modification of 
curriculum and instruction according to content, pacing, and/or product to meet unique 
student needs in the classroom. 

Differentiated curriculum should be responsive to the characteristics of gifted and 
talented learners. These features should be evident from kindergarten through grade 12 
and become a continuum of learning experiences that will build student capacity over 
time to do work at a professional level. Vertical teams that include multiple grade levels 
and/or disciplines are essential in providing a direction for the instruction. Horizontal 
teams are beneficial to reduce redundancy and multiple projects for the students, thus 
saving time and energy for more advanced work. Horizontal teams also increase the 
likelihood that interdisciplinary connections are evident. 

Texas Performance Standards Project:   Curriculum and Instruction 

La Joya ISD implements The Texas Performance Standards Project (TPSP) as a resource 
for providing differentiated instruction to gifted/talented (G/T) students (and can be used 
for providing enhanced academic opportunities for all students). The TPSP provides a 
coherent package of standards, curriculum, and assessments for use in G/T programs 
from kindergarten through high school. 

At La Joya ISD, the goal of the TPSP is to provide resources for G/T teachers and 
students that will allow students to create professional quality work in alignment with the 
Texas State Plan for the Education of Gifted/Talented Students. 

La Joya ISD ensures that at each grade level, the TPSP provides guidelines for 
independent learning experiences and research projects that teachers can adapt and use 
with their G/T students. The projects, or “tasks,” are based on the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and focus on the foundation content areas of English 



language arts and reading, mathematics, science, and social studies with interdisciplinary 
connections. 
The website provides TPSP materials for the following grade-level spans: 
 

• Primary Grades (K-2) 

• Intermediate Grades (3-5) 

• Middle School Grades (6-8) 

• High School/Exit Level (9-12) 

For kindergarten through grade 10, the TPSP offers two or more interdisciplinary units 
(tasks) per grade level. Aligned with the TEKS, each task includes guided instruction and 
opportunities for independent research in multiple content areas. At exit level, the TPSP 
supports an extended independent study under the guidance of a mentor who is an expert 
in the student’s area of study. 

At La Joya ISD, the TPSP can be used to design or enhance your G/T programming, and 
resources can be incorporated into any existing class. At the exit level, course credit may 
be earned for independent studies conducted in state-approved courses.  We encourage 
our G/T   teacher, and school district administrators to explore the resources available on 
this website for serving G/T students. 

 

Pull-out Instruction (Elementary K-5): 

• Students participate in gifted and talented program via resource room/pull out model 
(Elementary ) 

• Emphasis on enriched and exceptional learning activities in the four core academic areas. 
• Learning activities designed to foster creative and critical thinking as well as independent 

study. 
• GT Elementary specialist provides direct service to identified students and trains teams of 

teachers in the development of extended learning activities. 

 
 
Secondary Instruction (6-12): 

• Certified GT Teachers provide direct services to students in the Identified core area(s) in 
which differentiation in instruction is provided for them by modifying the depth, 
complexity and pacing of the regular school program. 

• Emphasis on enriched and exceptional learning activities in the four core academic areas. 
• Learning activities designed to foster creative and critical thinking as well as independent 

study. 



• Secondary Level, Students are enrolled in the identified Core Area(s) in  Pre AP / AP 
course(s) 

• All AP courses must be authorized by the College Board before being labeled AP. 
• (AP Audit Forms and AP Course syllabus have to be submitted by AP teachers in a 

timely manner in order for course(s) to be authorized as an AP course by the College 
Board). 

Other considerations and / or program options include the following: 
• Curriculum compacting and flexible instructional grouping should be expectations.  
• Task analysis is a strategy that will help ensure appropriate scaffolding of learning 

experiences.  
• The development and use of tiered assignments should be a natural result of flexible 

instructional grouping.  
• Students need opportunities to learn varied research models.  
• Mentor training includes expectations, criteria for evaluation, and formative and 

summative evaluation.  
• Communication skills (oral and written) need to be taught systematically. 
• Credit by exam 
• Early Graduation 
• Dual / Concurrent Enrollment 
• Tiered Assignments  
• Judge training needs to ensure consistency from product to product.  
• An independent study process should be taught in the elementary grades, so students are 

not dealing with a new process and new content simultaneously. Independent study is 
more than a historical research paper as illustrated below.  

	  


