
Woodland High School English Syllabus  
 

Instructor Information 
Lorrene L. Desbien 1-580-763-7526 (text) 
ldesbien@woodland.k12.ok.us 1-918-642-3295 (school) 
8th hour planning period 

 

Every  obstacle  is  destroyed through  rigor. - Leonardo  da Vinci 
 

Cell Phone Policy 
All cell phones are to be turned off an out of sight. If phones are visible or are heard 
ringing or receiving texts, they will be confiscated and turned into the office for the rest of 
the day. “On silent” and “turned off” are NOT the same thing. There will be no warnings 
and no exceptions.  
 
Attendance 
Students not in the room when the bell rings will be counted tardy. 
Students who are more than ten minutes late will be counted absent.  
 
Desbien Class Schedule 

Period Time Class 

1st 7:55 - 8:50 Speech 

2nd 8:54 - 9:44 Sophomore English 

3rd 9:48 - 10:38 Freshman English 

4th 10:42 - 11:32 Sophomore English 

5th 11:58 - 12:48 Freshman English 

6th 12:52 - 1:42 Senior English 

7th 1:46 - 2:36 Junior English 

8th 2:40 - 3:30 Enrichment 

 
 

mailto:ldesbien@woodland.k12.ok.us


Delivery Method of Instruction 
Lecture, Small Groups, Individual Instruction  
 
Assessments 
BEAR 
ACT 
Section Tests 
Teacher conferences with student 
Peer evaluation 
Daily work 
Writing samples  
 
Homework Policy 
Students should rarely have homework. Typically, if there is homework, it will be reading on the 
novel or play. Adequate class time will be given for work to be completed.  
 
Technology 
Class will meet in the lab, occasionally. Students are welcome to bring their laptops during those 
times, but there are ample computers. No one is required to bring a personal device. Students 
who choose to bring their own device do so at their own risk. There will be a technological 
component to the class that will include having a google docs account (I will help you set that up 
if you do not have one). Students will be using a word processing program and a slide 
presentation program. 
 

General Expectations 
1. Dignity and respect for others and YOURSELF. 

2. Buy-in to your task (assignment). You know how to behave; I don't have to assign things to 
keep you busy. When I assign something it is because I think it is important based on what the 
State of Oklahoma has set forth. 

3. Cell phones should be out of site and on silent in my classroom, unless we are using them an 
academic purpose. If I see them, you can pick them up in the office after school. We have 
technology available to you, therefore cell phones are not generally needed. If a family member 
needs to get in touch with you, they may call the office. 



4. It is generally a good idea to keep paper footballs, crayons, paper wads, spitwads, pencils 
and fits unthrown in my classroom. Please take your returned papers with you or throw them 
away. YOU are responsible for picking up after yourself, not Mrs. Buckner or me. 

5. Speak your honest truth when we are debating. Remember, always, I don't care what you 
think as long as you know what you think and why you think it. Make your stand. 

6. Observe. Consider. Imagine. Believe. Discuss.  

7. Don't be a horse's patootie. In the words of Sweet Brown Wilkins "Ain't nobody got time for 
that." 

8. Pick up the room after yourself. Did I say this once already? It is because it is important. 
Even if you are in the middle of a project, pick it up and store it. This is where we meet to gain 
wisdom. Treat it as such. 

9. You are required to tell me I am fabulous every day. Every. Day. (Just kidding) 

10. You may bring drinks with a twist cap into my room. You may deposit your empty 
containers in the trash can to maintain this privilege. If Styrofoam cups are brought into my 
room, I may have a panic attack. The noise it makes is like fingernails on a chalkboard to me.  

11. Food will be consumed outside of the classroom, unless special circumstances exist or 
arrangements are made. On the occasion that you are allowed to bring food or drink into the 
room, you are responsible for your trash. You will not be allowed to leave the room to go to the 
vending machines. If you are at the vending machines when the bell rings, you are tardy.  

12. To be clear...in English class...every day...every single day...you will need something to 
write with and something to write on. Every day. You should have that with you when you 
arrive rather than asking to go to your locker after class has started. Every day. Your friends, 
while typically very dependable, should probably not be depended on to bring your class 
supplies for you. Did I mention you will need these supplies every day? You will not be 
allowed to go to your locker and retrieve your supplies. 

13. When the bell rings, the students in the room, ready to work, are on time. Others are tardy. 
Three tardies earn you the ultimate reward of joining me for a lunch time quiet time...otherwise 
known as "detention." How do I like giving up a lunch period...in order to help a student learn 
to get to class on time...when they are already in the correct building? Not even a little bit. But 
because I care about your future, I will do that for you.  

14. You will need to have a Gmail account so that you can access google-docs. All of your 
papers for English will be typed and saved there so that there is no chance of them being lost. 
You will be able to access them from any internet linked device, even your phone (which I 



should never see). If you do not have a Gmail and have no idea how to get one, we can help 
you with that.  

15. If you need to throw up, do not ask to leave the room. Just go. If you throw up in my 
presence, I will throw up also. One would think that after having three children, three 
grandchildren, numerous foster children, little cousins, nieces and nephews, and plenty of 
animals, I would be able to handle vomit. But I can't. So. Just. Go.  

As you can see, all expectations are basically related to respect. Respect, yourself, others, the 
room, our purpose, and me (Desbien, 2017). 

Grading Policy 
Grading Scale 
A- 90-100 
B - 80-89 
C- 70-79 
D- 60-69 
F - 59 and Below 
 

Late Work 
One day beyond due date - 10% off score earned 
Two days beyond due date - 20% off score earned 
Three days beyond due date - 30% off score earned 
Four days beyond due date - 40% off score earned 
Five days beyond due date - no late work accepted. 

 
Grading Schedule 
Instructor will take grades on AT LEAST two assignments per week for a total of AT LEAST 
18 grades per nine week grading period. These grades will be posted as they are graded. 
Students will know ahead of time what is practice and what is for a grade.  
 
When a Student is Absent: 
Assignments will be found on the school’s website. Students will have the capability to 
download and print any assignment they need from that location. In addition, copies will be 
available in the classroom.  

Tentative Plan for 2017 - 2018 
Speech  
Speech class will work from this list: 
Debate Ethos, pathos, logos 
Commercial persuasion How to speeches 
Motivational speeches How to deliver a joke 
Daily current event five minute chats writing out speeches 
At least one power point Slam poetry 
Presentation Boards Informative Speeches 
Persuasive Speeches 
 



Enrichment Eight 
Devoted to creative writing endeavors OF YOUR CHOOSING:  
Character mapping and creation Setting 
Research Poetry 
Journaling Submitting work for contests  
Publishing your own book 
 
English 
Each grade level will complete: 

● Grammar Bootcamp 
● APA workshop 
● Literary analysis of a speech from American history from the following list: Common 

Sense, Declaration of Independence, Give me Liberty or Give me Death, I Have a Dream 
● Informative essay driven by a topic of your choosing (that is approved) in APA format 

from a reliable source 
● Persuasive essay driven by a topic of you choosing (that is approved) in APA format 

from a reliable source 
● Sentence diagramming  
● At least three short stories 
● Poetry unit 
● Figurative language unit 
● Greek and Latin Roots  

 
 

 Freshmen Sophomores Juniors Seniors 

Play  Romeo and 
Juliet 

Julius Caesar or 
Macbeth (or 
both) * 

The Crucible MacBeth 
Or Hamlet (or 
both)* 

Novel To Kill a 
Mockingbird 

The Great 
Gatsby 

Fahrenheit 451 Of Mice and 
Men 

Play Analysis West Side Story My Fair Lady 
Or Mean Girls 

12 Angry Men 
 

A Raisin in the 
Sun 

Other choices for play analysis may include: Death of a Salesman, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, A 
Streetcar Named Desire The Importance of Being Earnest, Our Town, Cat on a Hot Tin Roof, Don Quixote, Long 
Day's Journey into Night, Mother Courage and her Children, Les Miserable  
*Transitioning year, some schools in Oklahoma are transitioning to a new lineup with Macbeth being taught on the 
sophomore level and Hamlet being taught on the senior level.  
 



Plagiarism Policy 
Plagiarism policy:  
Woodland High School students are expected to uphold the highest standards of academic 
conduct and personal integrity.I am committed to helping students avoid unintentional plagiarism 
and understand the rules of responsible scholarship. I will share methods of  note–taking and 
resources to help students develop good study habits (AHS, 2017).  
 
Implications of Cheating 
Students who cheat deprive themselves of the opportunity to learn—especially, how to think. 
Knowing how to think critically in each subject area prepares students for university classes, as 
well as any profession they pursue. Cheating is destructive to the entire school community since 
it damages relationships and engenders mistrust in teachers and classmates. Students who do not 
cheat also suffer by the inflated grades that result from academic misconduct. Students who 
choose to cheat or plagiarize will face the risk that teachers and counselors may not want to write 
their letters of recommendation for college. Students face life changing consequences when they 
choose to cheat rather than earning grades honestly through hard work and good study habits. If 
students are ever unclear about the guidelines regarding the correct way to cite sources, it is their 
responsibility to consult with me before submitting an assignment. Cheating and plagiarism are 
forms of academic misconduct and are both dishonest choices that students can avoid. Ignorance 
about what constitutes cheating is not a defense (AHS, 2017). 
 
Definitions 

Plagiarism 

Woodland High School English students are expected to cite each web page, book, or 
other sources each time they include any information in an essay or project of their own. 
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to the following guidelines: 

● Including the words of another writer without including proper citation. Copying 
and pasting from Internet or other electronic sources—even one sentence—is 
considered plagiarism unless there are quotation marks preceding and following the 
quoted material. Student writers must also include a citation of the source (Works 
Cited page or Bibliography) at the end of their paper. This applies to other forms of 
expression as well—artwork, photography, computer coding, mathematical 
calculations, etc. 

● Citing the sources used but copying and pasting entire sentences (or 
photos/graphics/code) without using quotation marks or proper citation methods. 

● Presenting the ideas of another writer (scientist, computer programmer or artist) as 
one√ïs own original thoughts (or a. Unless a student attributes the ideas to the 
correct source—even if the wording is changed—it can be considered plagiarism. 



If the paper includes another author's ideas, the student must indicate with 
footnotes or in a Works Cited page where this source can be found. Writing is an 
extension of one’s thinking, and most assignments challenge a student to articulate 
her own ideas—to differentiate between the opinions she arrived at through her 
own analysis and those she concluded by consulting other sources. Even if she 
shares the same opinion as another writer, and all the words/images in her essay are 
her own, she must give credit to the sources used. This applies to music, artwork, 
coding, etc. 

● Submitting another student’s work as one’s own, for example, an essay written by 
a sibling or another student. 

● Submitting a paper or art work, etc. purchased from an Internet essay site. 
 
Cheating 
The following are additional examples of cheating: 

● Copying another student’s work or assignment (including homework) to submit as 
one’s own. 

● Allowing another student to copy your assignment (including homework) with the 
intention of submitting to a teacher for credit. 

● Using an unauthorized set of notes, cheat sheet, phone, or other storage device 
during a test or quiz. 

● Helping another student without permission on a test or quiz. 
● Stealing or borrowing or removing an exam from the classroom or taking it from a 

teacher without explicit permission. 
● Modifying or in any way altering a teacher’s grades or official records. 
● Using a teacher’s notes, manuals, or guides without explicit permission. 
● Submitting an assignment in two separate classes for different assignments without 

explicit permission from your teachers (in both subjects) (AHS, 2017). 

Consequences 

The consequences of cheating or plagiarism can be severe. Students will receive an F on their 
assignment or test,  parents will be contacted, referral to principal.  
 
Supplies (*optional) 

● Paper and pencil or pen EVERY DAY. EVERY. DAY. 
● Three folders of your choosing (Grammar Bootcamp, APA Workshop, Daily Work). You 

will keep these folders with you and not in my room. Because some tests will be open 
note/open book, it will be important that you have your notes organized.  

● Highlighter 
● Colored pencils, markers, sharpie, crayons for occasional projects as needed. * 
● Page tabs (if you prefer - this is a personal choice) * 
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