
Cass County Shared Services  

Special Education Back to School Plan 

 

CCSSA  will update this FAQ, as changes occur, in an effort to keep our community well 
informed about all the happenings throughout the school district for students with 
disabilities. If at any time you would like additional information regarding any item, 
please do not hesitate to contact the Department of Special Education at 903-796-4194 

In-Person 

Five days a week, students will report to school to participate in traditional ‘face-to-face’ 
instruction. Daily attendance will be taken. 

EC Remote Learning 

As an alternative to in-person participation, parents may elect for their student to 
participate remotely. Students who participate remotely will do so five days a week and 
daily attendance will be taken. Students may participate  asynchronously as defined 
below. 

●  Remote asynchronous instruction does not require having the instructor and 
student engaged at the same time. Instruction includes pre recorded videos and 
pre-assigned work. 
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Question Response 

What will in-person or remote 
learning look like for students 
with disabilities? 

In-Person: Students with disabilities will be 
able to access in-person instruction while 
meeting district safety requirements. 

Remote: 

● Asynchronous: 

In this method, students learn from instruction 
that is not necessarily being delivered in-person 
or in real time. This type of instruction may 
include various forms of digital and online 
learning, such as pre-recorded video lessons or 
game-based learning tasks that students 
complete on their own, and pre-assigned work 
and formative assessments made available to 
students on paper. 

 

Will my child have access to technology and/or the assistive technology needed 
to access remote learning? 

If you elect to have your child participate in remote instruction, yes.  

Students who attend in-person will have access to the technology available at school or 
otherwise specified by their IEP. 

How will LEA provide related services (Speech, OT, PT, VI, O&M) during in-person 
or remote learning? 

When students attend in-person, CCSSA will ensure that the services can be provided 
with attention to health precautions and consistent with their IEP.  

For students participating remotely, services will be provided remotely through 
synchronous and asynchronous methods. 

 



How will the LEA provide services to students with significant disabilities or a 
high level of support during in-person instruction? 

IEP services and supports will be delivered as specified in your student’s IEP. 
Hand-over-hand instruction, physical prompting and cueing, and other aspects of your 
child’s IEP that may require close physical proximity will be delivered with staff utilizing 
mask, gloves and other PPE may also be worn and supplies and equipment will be 
sanitized regularly. 

How will LEA provide services to students with significant disabilities or a high 
level of support during remote instruction? 

To the extent possible, the District will continue to implement your child’s IEP, through 
remote delivery models. For some students, remote learning may not result in full 
implementation of your child’s IEP. If your child’s IEP cannot be fully implemented 
during remote instruction, your child’s ARD committee will determine which services it 
can provide to meet the student’s needs. 

Many disability-related accommodations and modifications may be effectively provided 
online, such as extensions of time for assignments, videos with captioning or embedded 
sign language interpreting, accessible reading materials, and speech/language services 
through video conferencing. Special Educators will be collaborating with parents to 
discuss delivery of these services in a way that promotes your child's progress toward 
meeting the goals in their IEP, to the extent possible. 

Behavioral support at home will likely look very different than behavioral support in 
schools, and parents/caregivers may request support on how to implement interventions 
and supports. Examples of behavioral supports that may be implemented in the home 
include parent/caregiver behavioral coaching, or coaching and support around 
interventions such as: “first, then choice boards,” activity schedules, functional 
communication strategies, implementation of reinforcement contingencies, etc 

Can IEP teams meet remotely by video conference or telephone? 

Yes. Federal law has always allowed families and schools to agree on having remote 
IEP team meetings. (Here is the specific federal regulation.) 

Whenever possible, IEP Team meetings will be convened remotely by video conference 
and telephone to permit recommended physical distancing. 



ARD committee meetings will be convened annually and may be convened more often 
at the request of parents or teachers to revise the student’s IEP and any lack of 
expected progress. 

Parents may request an ARD committee meeting to discuss changes to their child’s 
identification, evaluation, placement, or any aspect of their child’s IEP. 

How will LEA address evaluations for special education services that we’re 
unable to be completed during the mandatory suspension of in-person 
instruction? 

In situations in which the District already has consent for evaluation, but the evaluation 
was not completed due to the need for face-to-face administration of assessment 
instruments, the District will prioritize based on when consent was obtained and if 
students are attending in-person instruction. If students are receiving remote instruction, 
evaluation staff will contact families and schedule a face-to-face assessment, as 
appropriate. 

As the District receives consent for additional evaluations and reevaluations, the District 
will meet timelines, to the extent students are available for administration of assessment 
instruments. In circumstances where students are not available for in-person 
assessment, evaluations may not be completed by the deadline, as some evaluation 
instruments require face-to-face administration. 

Will my child receive compensatory services for services missed during school 
closure? 

If your child does not meet the goals in their current IEP due to their participation in 
remote learning or due to the disruption during spring 2020, your child’s ARD committee 
will discuss this during their next annual ARD committee meeting, with consideration of 
whether compensatory services may be needed to address any lack of anticipated 
progress toward those IEP goals. 

If you believe that your child’s ARD committee should consider compensatory services 
before their annual ARD committee meeting, parents may request an ARD committee 
meeting through the campus Special Education Facilitator. 

My child is medically fragile and/or is immunocompromised but I would like my 
child to receive in-person instruction- how will this be addressed? 

For parents or teachers who believe that students with disabilities may need unique 
health accommodations or precautions, ARD committee meetings should be convened 
to consider the input of qualified health professionals concerning appropriate health 



precautions and accommodations. Students with disabilities may not be administratively 
excluded from in-person attendance based solely upon their eligibility for special 
education. 

If a student with health-related needs will return to in-person instruction, the team 
should consider if any additional precautions are needed related to cleaning and PPE. 

*Please reach out to your campus Special Education Department prior to school 
beginning to begin arrangements for the ARD committee to consider your child’s needs. 

My child has sensory needs, how will LEA be thoughtful about those needs? 

CCSSA will be sensitive to a student's sensory needs when using PPE, visual supports, 
and boundaries to assist with social distancing, use of social narratives, and video 
modeling to teach new hygiene routines such as more frequent hand washing. 

It is recommended that students wear masks in the classrooms and common areas. 
While many students may prefer not to wear a mask due to general discomfort, this 
expectation will be enforced consistent with the guidance of health authorities to protect 
the health of students, staff, and our community. Some students with sensory needs 
may present unique challenges and we will be  considering options such as face 
shields, customized PPE (with characters or themes that may be appealing to the 
interests of students), social stories, and behavioral interventions such as recurring, 
frequent verbal and other reinforcement to promote tolerance. 

Any decision that a student with a disability cannot attend school will be made by the 
student’s ARD committee and only when consistent with state and federal law 
concerning placements of students with disabilities. 

How will the Special Education department communicate with families? 

The Special Education department is committed to providing information to families. In 
addition to the regular communications to families individual teachers or service 
providers, we will be providing specific information to families of students who receive 
special education services monthly. Those communications will be added to the Special 
Education department webpage. 

What if I have questions? 

If you have questions, we encourage you to get in touch with your student’s Case 
Manager (contact your campus directly). You can also reach the Cass County Shared 
Services Department of Special Education at 903-796-4194 


