
March 13, 2020 
 
 
Dear Atlanta ISD Family,  
 
 
I want to reassure you that our school district is continuing to closely monitor the novel 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak that originated in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China.  
 
 The relationship between state and local education agencies and state and local public health 
agencies is extremely strong and all shared communication is clear and precise.  Atlanta ISD 
will keep this relationship and communication with our parents and other stakeholders clear, 
precise and timely also.  Any future updates will be shared with you immediately.  A local 
meeting of area school superintendents is scheduled for Friday, March 13, 2020 to make sure 
all schools are kept informed of all available information from the Texas Education Agency and 
the State Health Department. 
 
We want to reassure our parents and community members that we will be vigilant in doing all we 
can for the protection and the well being of our students. Because we are currently on spring 
break, our campuses are being thoroughly cleaned and sanitized to omit any germs to prevent 
the spread of all types of viruses.  
 
As shared earlier in the month, please continue to take these simple steps to help prevent the 
spread of respiratory viruses like COVID-19: 
 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap and water 
are not available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands. 
● Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
● Stay home when you are sick. 
● Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

 
 
Again, Thank you for your continued support of our district, our schools, our students, and our 
teachers and staff. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sidney Harrist 
Atlanta ISD Superintendent of Schools 


