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The Puritanification of America 

 In their religious zeal, the Puritans made a conscious decision to abandon the concept of 

art. This decision was partially made because of a desire to break away from the material nature 

of society, but was also influenced by a need to separate themselves from the ornamental style of 

England. Looking at it now, we see a major transition from the work of Shakespeare to the plain 

style of an author like Anne Bradstreet. Even the prolific use of figurative language found in 

Jonathan Edwards’ sermons seems comparatively modern to what we were seeing out of 

England during this time. This is where we started to develop our new American philosophy. 

The Puritans didn’t seek fame. This is how we get a woman as the first American Poet with 

Anne Bradstreet. Puritans thought that the only purpose in writing was the examination of their 

relationship with God. This is how a person like Jonathan Edwards builds a legacy through 

sermons. This is why their work is still taught in classrooms today. By comparing and 

contrasting the works of Bradstreet and Edwards we gain an understanding of how their work 

continues to impact us today.  

 Bradstreet and Edwards both used fire in their works. However, the connotations of their 

fire were completely different in nature. Bradstreet used a literal fire that she personally 

experienced, and Edwards used the figurative flames of hell as a rhetorical means of persuasion. 

Bradstreet’s experience was catalogued in her poetry as a means of self-reflection. When she 

says, “Adieu, Adieu, all’s vanity. / and straight I ‘gin my heart to chide,” she recognizes her 

Start by selecting the “No 

Spacing” option. Then 

format the paper to double 

space with 12 point Times 

New Roman Font.  

Insert>Page 

Number>Align to top 

of the page 

right>Type your last 

name in front of the 

page number.  

Topic sentence 

Parallelism: 

“This is how” 

Thesis Statement: Show in order to prove.  

Inside 

the 

Quotes: 

Using 

slashes 

indicates 

the ends 

of lines in 

poetry.  



Pilcher 2 
 

material loss and attempts to push past it by forcing herself to focus on her heavenly reward. 

(Bradstreet, 29) This shows a human side that we don’t see with Edwards. The ability to self-

reflect is an important tool. Empathy is essential to humanity. Unfortunately, the puritans 

repressed this empathy and it led to overwhelming feelings of guilt. This guilt is an inherited trait 

that has evolved from the time of the puritans, but in order to understand this guilt, it is essential 

to view the works of Jonathan Edwards.  

 Edwards was as much of a master of imagery as Bradstreet was with emotion. Her pathos 

might be the reason we were able to endure, but the logic used by Edwards was essential to their 

shared philosophy. Jonathan Edwards was known for his extremism. Even puritanical Christians 

thought he had a tendency to go a little overboard with his descriptions of hell. But, these 

images, as conveyed by Edwards, were images which all of them devoutly believed. When he 

told his congregation that, “hell’s wide gaping mouth [was] open; and [that they had] nothing to 

stand upon, nor nothing to take hold of,” they believed that the earth could open up and swallow 

them in just the way their pastor had described. (Edwards, 47) This is the same belief system that 

motivated Bradstreet to turn so sharply away from her sadness. These are the same strict 

guidelines that cause the guilt that we feel to burn within our souls. Edwards may have been 

intense, but the guidelines were pure puritanism, and it is a legacy in which we all have a share 

of the burden.  

 In today’s society, we tend to see things a little more liberally. If both of the authors were 

still here today, people would readily identify with the work of Bradstreet. They would see her 

human nature and know, that while they feel the burden of the guilt, that it is perfectly acceptable 

to get lost within our own humanity. It is, however, exceedingly rare to find people who would 

fully adhere to the strict moral philosophy of Edwards. That being said, we still do to a large 

Sourcing: 

Intext 

citations 

are 

important.  

Inside the 

quote: 

Use 

brackets 

to indicate 

original 

text.   



Pilcher 3 
 

degree. Not everyone refers to their shortcomings as sin anymore, but most of us have a moral 

compass, and generally speaking, it is very similar to the one with which we started.  

 Author’s like Bradstreet and Edwards made a permanent mark with their thoughts and 

ideas. We are not the same as what we were in the days of puritanism. It seems that we have 

made a great departure, and we have. We change constantly through the course of history, and all 

of our actions have reactions that create the dynamic for change. However, though the pencil 

marks of history fade, they never seem truly erased from our consciousness. Sometimes the 

impressions are just too deep.  Consider the conclusion 

another spot to prove yourself 

as a writer. The body of the 

paper contains the facts. The 

conclusion is your time to 

stand out.  


