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The Crucible 

Act 1 Worksheet 1 

 

1. Why is Reverend Parris praying at the beginning of Act One?  

His daughter appears to be in a sort of coma at the beginning of the play, and he has yet 

to wake her.  

 

2. What did Reverend Parris do before coming to Salem?  

He owned a business in Barbados.  

 

3. Who is Tituba? Tituba was Reverend Parris’s slave from Barbados.  

 

4. What is the relationship between Abigail and Reverend Parris? Why does she live with 

him? Parris is Abigail’s uncle and has taken her in after the death of her parents. Parris 

does not seem to be a very good uncle and Abigail seems to be able to manipulate him.  

 

5. What rumors are circulating in the village? Witchcraft 

 

6. Describe what Reverend Parris encountered in the woods. Why would this be an 

especially upsetting sight for a Puritain minister? He saw his niece and other girls 

dancing in the forest and saw one of them naked. The Puritans would have seen all of this 

as sin. This would be especially excessive.  

 

7. What happened to Abigail seven months before Act One? She was fired from her 

service in the Proctor household.  

 

8. What reason does Abigail give for being dismissed from the Proctor residence?  

She says that they wanted her to be their slave.  

 

9. What similarity exists between Ruth Putnam and Betty Parris? What difference?  

They both seem unaware of their surroundings, but Ruth has her eyes open.  

 

10. What tragedy occurred in Mrs. Putnam’s life?  

She has lost seven children in childbirth.  

 

11. Why did she contact Tituba?  

She wanted Tituba to conjure the spirits of her babies to see if they were murdered.  

 

12. How does Abigail’s behavior change when alone with the girls? How does it change 

when she’s alone with Proctor? What do these two scenes reveal about her character?  

Her personality easily changes depending on who is in the room. She is threatening to the 

other girls, but flirtatious with Proctor. This shows how false she is.  

 



13. Who is Rebecca Nurse?  

The most respected woman in the village.  

 

14. How does Thomas Putnam feel about Rebecca? Why?  

He does not like the Nurse family and is jealous of their good name. He feels that he 

should be more respected.  

 

15. Who is Giles Corey? How does John Proctor seem to feel about Giles?  

He is an old man of good humor and Proctor seems to like him.  

 

16. Why does John Proctor dislike Parris’s preaching?  

Parris seems very superficial. He does not see the light of God in him.  

 

17. What does the argument about Parris’s salary reveal about his character?  

It proves John Proctor right. He sees his job as a preacher as a career instead of a calling. 

It is about power.  

 

18. What does the land dispute between Putnam and Proctor reveal about Putnam?  

Putnam is land hungry and uses his influence to push people around.  

 

19. Who is Reverend Hale? Why has he been called to Salem?  

He is the neighborhood exorcist. He has been called in to investigate witchcraft.  

 

20. What question does Giles Corey have for Reverend Hale?  

He ask what signifies the meaning of strange books. He doesn’t like that his wife is a 

reader, or that that means that she is likely smarter than him.  

 

21. Who does Abigail blame for the incident in the woods? What does she say?  

She says that Tituba made her do it.  

 

22. Why does Tituba confess to seeing the devil? Who does she claim she saw with the 

devil? Why? Because she is a slave, they say they will kill her. She does it to save her 

own life.  

 

23. Why does Abigail join Tituba in the calling of names? What effect does this have?  

Abigail realizes that she can get away with it all if she does this. She also has the long 

game of revenge in mind. All the other girls instantly follow her lead.  

 

24. Act One ends with the stage direction, “On their ecstatic cries.” What does this 

imply? This shows that it will continue. It also serves as a prime example of how hysteria 

starts.  

 

 

 



 

The Crucible 

Act II  

 

1. How much time has elapsed between Acts One and Two?  

Eight days.  

 

2. What has happened during this time period? How is Abigail now viewed in Salem?  

More women have been accused. Abigail is viewed as a saint.  

 

3. Describe the relationship between John and Elizabeth.  

It is cold and distant.  

 

4. Why does John hesitate in exposing Abigail as fraud?  

He does not want to admit his guilt. 

 

5. What caused Mary Warren distress during her day at court?  

Goody Osburn will hang. It is the first such sentence.  

 

6. What does Mary give to Elizabeth? Why?  

She gives her a poppet in order to show good will.  

 

7. Why does the court decide to hang Goody Osburn but not Sarah Good?  

Sarah Good confessed.  

 

8. On what evidence does the court convict Goody Osburn?  

She did not know her Commandments.  

 

9. How does Mary react to John’s discipline? What news does she reveal?  

Mary will not stand to be whipped any more. She saved Elizabeth’s life.  

 

10. Who accuses Elizabeth of witchcraft?  

Abigail 

 

11. What does Abigail stand to gain if Elizabeth is found Guilty?  

She wants to take Elizabeth’s place.  

 

12. Why does Reverend Hale visit the Proctor household?  

He wants to test the Christian character of their house.  

 

13. What “softness” does Reverend Hale find in the church records about the Proctors? 

What explanation does John give? John has been absent in Church. He first says that it is 

because of his wife’s illness, but then reveals that he doesn’t like Parris.  

 

14. What commandment does John forget? Why is this memory lapse significant?  

Adultery. It is the seen that he is guilty of committing.  



15. What are John and Elizabeth’s feelings on the existence of witches? How does 

Reverend Hale react to this? They say that if the court thinks that they are witches then 

they don’t believe in them at all. It shocks Hale.  

 

16. Why do Giles Corey and Francis Nurse arrive at the Proctor house?  

Their wives have also been arrested, and they look to John for help.  

 

17. What charge has been brought against Rebecca Nurse?  

That she killed Mrs. Putnam’s babies.  

 

18. On what charge is Martha Corey arrested?  

She was suspected of killing pigs.  

 

19. Who is Ezekiel Cheever? For what reason does he arrive at the Proctor household?  

He is the town cop and arrives to arrest Elizabeth.  

 

20. Why is the presence of a poppet in the Proctor house an important piece of 

“Evidence”? Abigail stuck a pin in her own stomach after witnessing Abigail stick a 

needle in for safekeeping. She says that Elizabeth did it.  

 

21. Who watched Mary sew the poppet? What does this reveal?  

Abigail. She is going directly after Elizabeth.  

 

22. Describe Reverend Hale’s reaction to the evening’s arrests.  

He is still standing with the court, but there is evidence that he sees the truth.  

 

23. Why doesn’t Mary willingly go to court and tell what she knows?  

She knows that Abigail will turn on her.  

 

24. Does Mary know about the affair between Proctor and Abigail? How do we know?  

Abigail has told them all. She tells Proctor that Abigail will ruin him.  

 

25. Rewrite Proctor’s soliloquy from the end of Act Two in your own words? How would 

he convey the same thoughts in more modern terms.  

Good. Now we can stop pretending, and the truth will come out. It will hurt, but it will at 

least put people in their proper place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Crucible 

Act III 

 

1. Describe the questioning of Martha Corey. Does this seem like a fair process? Explain.  

It is very obvious that the court is not objective. She has to prove her innocence instead of 

the other side proving her guilt.  

 

2. Why do Giles and Francis interrupt the court?  

They have a deposition and evidence that will prove their wives’ innocence.  

 

3. Explain the reactions of Danforth, Hathorne, Parris, and Hale.  

Hathorne is angry. Parris thinks that it’s all about him and is scared. Hale wants them to 

listen, and Danforth seems calm but stern.  

 

4. What does Danforth tell proctor about Elizabeth? Why does he choose this point to 

share this piece of information? How does John react to the news?  

That she is pregnant. He wants to see if John is just in it to save his wife. John is amazed.  

 

5. What document does Proctor present to Danforth? Why?  

A list of 100 names that claims that the good Christian character of the accused.  

 

6. What about Danforth’s reaction to the document upsets Francis?  

Danforth writes a warrant for their arrest.  

 

7. What claim does Giles present through his deposition?  

Putnam is reaching for land.  

 

8. How does Mr. Putnam react to Giles’ claim?  

He says that it is a lie. The more things are going his way, the less he has to say.  

 

9. Why won’t Giles give the name of the person referred to in the deposition? How is this 

an example of characterization? He doesn’t want his friend arrested. It shows how he 

exhibits strength of character.  

 

10. Describe reverend Hale’s reaction to the events? How has his opinion changed?  

He now believes the adults and wants lawyers to argue the case. He sees how unfair the 

trial is.  

 

11. Why is Mary unable to “faint” on command?  

Because she is a follower and can no longer just go along with the crowd.  

 

12. How does Danforth react to the news of Abigail’s dancing? Does his opinion of her 

change? How can we tell?  He cannot believe that they allowed it. He starts questioning 

her with more purpose.  



13. Why does Abigail claim a cold wind has struck her? What is she trying to achieve by 

this diversion? She has accused Danforth of witchcraft and crossed a line. She gets their 

attention off of her.  

 

14. Why does Danforth have Elizabeth brought into the courtroom? John has admitted to 

adultery. Danforth uses it as a test.  

 

15. What example of irony do we have from this Act? What type of irony is it?  

Dramatic Irony. The audience knows what Elizabeth does not. Situational Irony: It says 

that she will never lie and yet does.  

 

16. What is Hale’s reaction to these events? Why does he believe Proctor?  

He believes John. He says John has always struck him as true and Abigail as false.  

 

17. What is the next claim that Abigail makes against someone? What is her goal? Does 

she achieve it? That Mary is attacking her. She wants to get attention off of them. Yes.  

 

18. Why does Mary change her story and accuse Proctor?  

It is her only way out.  

 

19. At what point does Proctor give up? How can we tell?  

When he goes against his Faith. We know that he believes and is strong, and yet is lost.  

 

20. What is Reverend Hale’s reaction to this? He quits the court.  

 

21. With which character do you most sympathize with in this act? Why?  

John. It is very easy to see how he is broken.  

 

22. Do you think Parris really believes the girls’ accusations? Explain your answer with 

support from the text. Use quotation marks. No. He lies about seeing them naked in the 

woods.  

 

23. Do you think Giles Corey will eventually give the name of his deposition informant? 

Explain your answer with support from the text? Use quotation marks. No. He is too 

strong for that.  

 

24. Why might Danforth and Hathorne be reluctant to accept that the girls are frauds?  

They do not want to admit that they are wrong.  

 

25. If you were Reverend Hale, would you have quit the court? Does it matter if Hale 

quits or stays? Explain. Absolutely. There is a difference between right and wrong. He 

knows it.   

 

 

 

 



The Crucible 

Act IV 

 

1. In the beginning of Act IV, how does the author indicate the passage of time?  

He shows the deterioration of the prisoners.  

 

2. What does the conversation between Herrick, Good, and Tituba reveal about the 

mental state of the prisoners? The prisoners are already crazy and Herrick isn’t far 

behind. His alcoholism shows what he really believes.  

 

3. For what purpose does Reverend Hale return?  

To try to get the prisoners to confess.  

 

4. How do Danforth and Hathorne feel about Hale’s return?  

Danforth says that he has no authority there.  

 

5. Why is Parris nervous? Should Parris be concerned?  

He has received death threats. Yes.  

 

6. What news of Abigail does Parris Share with Danforth?  

She has ran away.  

 

7. Why is the news regarding Abigail of particular concern to the court?  

It shows Abigail’s guilt and proves their ignorance.  

 

8. Rumors of rebellion in Andover have worried Parris? Why?  

They have thrown out the court there. If they see the truth there it will likely go bad for 

him.  

 

9. Compare the previously executed prisoners with those remaining? How do they differ?  

The executed up to this point have been the lower rung of society. It has been a purge. 

They are sick, sick people.  

 

10. Why does Parris want the souls of Rebecca, Martha, and John to be spared?  

He fears that their deaths will spark rebellion.  

 

11. What is Danforth’s main concern? What evidence is there of this?  

He must be right. It is obvious that they are wrong, yet he will not have his authority 

questioned.  

 

12. What impact have the executions had on Salem? What is the village like now?  

Cows and orphans are wandering the high road. The morale is low.  

 

13. For what reason is Elizabeth brought to John?  

To try to convince him to confess.  

 



14. What news of Giles does Elizabeth share with John? He is dead.  

 

15. What two purposes does Giles have for keeping his informant hidden?  

It shows his strength and it allows his sons to keep his property.  

 

16. Why does Proctor consider confessing? Do you agree with his logic? Explain.  

He doesn’t feel like a Christian. I disagree. He is obviously one of the best dynamic 

characters in the play. He has already punished himself. 

 

17. For what does Elizabeth apologize?  

For being a cold wife that prompted lechery.  

 

18. Why does Proctor decide to confess?  

To save his life.  

 

19. At first, Danforth is not satisfied with Proctor’s confession. What other information 

does he want Proctor to give? Why does Proctor refuse to cooperate?  

He wants him to name names. Proctor is okay with taking his own sin, but not okay with 

pointing the blame toward others.  

 

20. Describe Rebecca’s reaction to John’s confession. What keeps Rebecca from 

confessing? How is this an example of characterization?  

She is heartbroken. She knows what kind of person Proctor is.  

 

21. John doesn’t want his confession posted on the church door. Why?  

He wants to have some honor.  

 

22. Why does Proctor tear the confession? What does this act signify?  

He is no longer willing to play their game. He has regained his faith in himself.  

 

23. Why is Parris frantic in the end of the play? What does he fear?  

He knows that it’s the end for him.  

 

24. Quote Elizabeth’s last lines of the play. What does she mean? Do you agree?  

“He have his goodness now. God forbid I take it from him!” (Miller, 145). He has been 

redeemed. I do agree with this. We all make mistakes, but he has clearly learned from his.  

 

25. Hale and Parris are visible upset in the closing scene. In what way are their emotions 

different? Parris is panicked and Hale is heartbroken. While both appear distraught there 

is definitely a distinct difference in connotation. Parris’s reaction is about what will 

happen to him. He is still selfish. Hale’s reaction is about others. He feels responsible for 

their deaths, but wants to save their lives for them and not for himself.  

 

 

  

 


