
The Crucible by Arthur Miller  

Reading Standards: 
11.1.R.1-Students will actively listen and speak clearly using appropriate discussion rules with control of verbal and nonverbal 

cues.  

11.1.R.2-Students will actively listen and evaluate, analyze and synthesize a speaker’s messages (both verbal and nonverbal) and 

ask questions to clarify the speaker’s purpose and perspective.  

11.2.R.1-Students will summarize, paraphrase, and synthesize ideas while maintain meaning and logical sequence of events, 

within and between texts.  

11.2.R.2-Students will evaluate details in literary and non-fiction/informational texts to connect how genre supports and author’s 

purpose.  

11.3.R.1-Students will analyze the extent to which historical, cultural, and/or global perspectives affect authors’ stylistic and 

organizational choices in grade-level literary and informational genres.  

11.3.R.2-Students will evaluate points of view and perspectives in more than one literary and/or informational text and eplain 

how multiple points of view contribute to the meaning of a work.  

11.3.R.3- Students will analyze how authors use key literary elements to contribute to meaning and interpret how themes are 

connected across texts:  *theme  *archetypes 

11.3.R.4-Students will evaluate literary devices to support interpretations of texts, including comparisons across texts:  

*imagery  *tone  *symbolism  *irony 

11.3.R.7-Students will make connections between and across multiple texts and provide textual evidence to support their 

inferences.  

11.4.R.1-Students will increase knowledge of academic, domain-appropriate, grade-level vocabulary to infer meaning of grade-

level text.  

11.5.RStudents will apply their knowledge of grammar and rhetorical style to analyze and evaluate a variety of texts, 

understanding that usage and convention change over time and using that understanding to manipulate style when appropriate. 

11.6.R.1- Students will use their own viable research questions and well‐developed thesis statements to find information about a 

specific topic.   

11.6.R.2-Students will synthesize the most relevant information from a variety of primary and secondary sources following 

ethical and legal citation guidelines.  

11.6.R.3-Students will evaluate the relevance, reliability and validity of the information gathered.  

 

Writing Standards 
11.2.W.1-Students will apply components of a recursive writing process for multiple purposes to create a focused, organized and 

coherent piece of writing.  

11.2.W.2-Students will plan and prewrite a first draft as necessary.  

11.2.W.3-Students will develop drafts by choosing an organizational structure and building on ideas in a multi-paragraph essay.  

11.2.W.4-Students will edit and revise multiple drafts for logical organization, enhanced transitions and coherence, sentence 

variety, and use of tone and point of view through specific rhetorical devices to establish meaningful ideas.  

11.2.W.5- Students will use resources to find correct spellings of words.  

11.3.W.2-Students will compose essays and reports to objectively introduce and develop topics, incorporating evidence and 

maintaining an organized structure and a formal style.  

11.3.W.3-Students will elaborate on ideas by using logical reasoning and illustrative examples to connect evidences to claims.  

11.4.W.1-Students will use domain-appropriate vocabulary to communicate complex ideas in writing clearly.  

11.4.W.2-Students will select appropriate language to create a specific effect according to the purpose in writing.  

11.5.W.1-Studentss will write using correct mechanics.  

11.5.W.2-Students will compose simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences and questions including the use 

of phrases and clauses, to signal differing relationships among ideas.  

11.5.W.3-Students will demonstrate command of Standard American English, grammar, mechanics, and usage through writing, 

presentations, and/or other modes of communication to convey specific meanings and interest.  

11.6.W.1-Students will write research papers independently over extended periods of time and for shorter time frames.  

11.6.W.2Studetns will integrate findings from sources using a well-developed thesis statement.  

11.6.W.3-Students will integrate into their own writing quotes, paraphrases, and summaries of findings following MLA citation 

and avoiding plagiarism.  

11.6.W.4-Students will synthesize and present information in a report.  

 

Unit Objective/Reading and Writing Reason:  

There is a rich history that goes along with the study of The Crucible. The first necessary piece of 

information to develop a true understanding of The Crucible is knowing that it is an allegory. Here this 

term means that the story of the Salem witch trials is a story set in puritanical times, but it is also a direct 

comparison of what the author himself went through with the McCarthy trials. This particular element 

adds a layer to our study of literature as a whole by showing us how works by an author are often 

reflective of both time and circumstance.  



 

Assignments 

The Crucible Anchor-Students will research and discuss McCarthyism and Allegory.   

Cornell Notes-There will be one set of Cornell notes due for each act, and they are expected to be 

submitted before reading in class. For example, if we start Act III on a Tuesday, the Cornell notes are 

expected Tuesday at the beginning of the hour.  

The Crucible Annotations- There will be annotation assignments for The Crucible. They will be done in 

class and in pairs. There will be a third annotation given as a portion of the test.  

The Crucible Worksheets- Although they will be given beforehand, the worksheets are purely designed 

for plot comprehension and will be due upon completion of reading the entire play. Students may 

collaborate on this assignment.  

The Crucible Test- There will be a 50 question multiple choice test along with a 50 point annotation. 

Points will be doubled on the final combined test score.  

The Crucible Essay-This essay will be a research essay that includes multiple sources. The prompt for 

the essay will be given at the beginning of the The Crucible unit. Cornell Notes from both external 

sources and the play are expected to correspond with the chosen prompt. Although students can begin 

work on the essay at any time, there will be three class days in which students are expected to begin, 

revise and finish the essay. Students will most likely have to take this assignment home in order to 

complete by the due date. There will be a deadline for this paper, and the paper must be completed by the 

deadline. This paper will be a minimum of two full pages typed in MLA format and must be submitted in 

that manner on the due date.  

 

Timeline for Assignments: 

Days 1-2: Anchor and Books    Day 11: The Crucible Test 

Days 3-4: Act I Reading and Discussion   Day 12-15: The Crucible Essay 

Days 5-6: Act II Reading, Discussion    

Days 7-8: Act III Reading, Discussion     

Days 9-10: Worksheets are due  

 

Vocabulary:  

Allegory-  

Allusion- 

Antagonist- 

Character- 

Climax- 

Conflict-  

Dramatic Irony- 

Dynamic Character-  

Dystopia- 

Epiphany- 

Foreshadowing- 

Indirect Characterization- 

In Media Res- 

Inference- 

Irony- 

Metaphor- 

Protagonist- 

Research- 

Situational Irony-  

Static Character- 

Symbol- 

Synthesis- 

Theme- 

Utopia 



Verbal Irony-  


