
The Crucible Study Guide Answers 

The 17-year-old girl who leads the other girls in the accusations. Abigail Williams 

The woman who accuses Rebecca Nurse of killing her children. Ann Putnam 

The most wealthy, land-greedy man in Salem. Thomas Putnam 

His last words were “more weight.” Giles Corey 

One of the most respected men in the village. Frances Nurse 

The most respected pious woman in the village. Rebecca Nurse 

This was the slave woman from Barbados. Tituba 

The homeless woman who is among the first accused. Sarah Good 

The controversial and insecure minister of Salem. Reverend Samuel Parris 

This is the Deputy Governor. Danforth 

She is a dutiful and faithful, but cold wife. Elizabeth Proctor  

An expert on witches called in from a neighboring village. John Hale 

The presiding judge over the trials. Hathorne 

The tragic hero and protagonist of the play. John Proctor 

The meek and insecure servant of the Proctors. Mary Warren 

Why did Abigail accuse Tituba? To save her life 

What does Abigail tell John they were dancing for? sport  

Why does Proctor confess? To save his life 

How does Giles Corey die? He is pressed with great stones.  

What does Parris tell Danforth about Abigail in Act IV? Abigail has run away.  

Why does Hale return to talk with the prisoners? To convince them to confess. 

How would you describe John and Elizabeth’s relationship at the beginning of the play? 

Cold 

What gift does Mary Warren give to Elizabeth? A Poppet 

What does Abigail claim Elizabeth did to her? Stuck her with a needle.  

Why do Giles and Francis go to court? To save their wives 

What commandment does John forget? adultery 

What does Proctor learn from Danforth? Elizabeth is pregnant.  

What does Hale do at the end of Act III? Quits the court.  

What claim does Giles make against Thomas Putnam? He’s reaching for land.  

What does Elizabeth do when asked if her husband is a lecher? She lies.  

What did Proctor sweat like? A stallion.  

What type of relationship did Proctor and Giles have? They are friends.  

How is Abigail viewed by the court? Like a saint 

What is the rumor in Salem in Act I? Witchcraft 

Who accuses Elizabeth of witchcraft? Abigail.  

Why does she do this? To take her place 

What does Putnam have his daughter do? Accuse George Jacobs 

Who eventually believes Proctor? John Hale 

What is most important to Danforth? His authority  

When and where does John Proctor admit his sin? In the middle of open court 

What does Abigail say Mary Warren is doing to her? Sending her spirit, as a bird, to hurt 

her.  

How did Abigail know about the poppet? She saw Mary making it.  

What did Giles Corey refuse to do? Give the name of his informant.  

Why does Proctor tear the confession? Tears it. What does he say about his name? He 

cannot have another.  

What is the setting for the third act? Vestry room of the meeting house.  

How is the court taking the kids side a general form of irony? You wouldn’t expect the 

court to take the word of kids over adults.  



How is Elizabeth’s actual lie the more specific form of situational irony? John says that 

she will never lie and does.  

How does John saying that his wife will never lie foreshadow that she will? Absolutes 

always turn.  

How does Giles refusal to give information characterize him? It shows his strength.  


