
Kansas High School  

2019-2020  

English IV 

Teacher: Mr. Jett Pilcher 

Rm. 1 

E-mail Address: jett@kansasps.com 

Remind Alerts: Text Message: @Rm1seniors Number: 81010 

Course Description:  

English IV is an important year in a student’s academic career. In this course students will receive an adequate 

foundation upon which they will continue to build throughout their college careers and/or everyday lives.  

The primary focuses of English IV are analysis and synthesis of British literature through critical thinking and 

reading, as well as the study and practice of writing techniques selected for their effect in helping students improve 

their ability to write compositions based on their personal experiences and principles of expository writing. Through 

reading writing, analysis, discussion, and exercises, you should gain a broader knowledge and more effective use 

communication.  

Expected Course Outcome:  

Upon completion of this course students should be able to:  

Think, read and write clearly  

Write well-organized, grammatically correct and thoughtful essays 

Distinguish between formal and informal English, and use both appropriately 

Use the library for basic research 

Use a MLA writing style and documentation  

Materials:  

All Students will need a Writer’s Notebook (college ruled only). This notebook is to be used for assignments in 

English III only. Students are allowed to use a regular college ruled notebook, it would be best to use a binder. A 1-

inch binder with dividers should be sufficient.  

Students will also need additional college ruled paper for assignments that will be collected at the end of the hour. 

Students will also need the following: pencils, pens, and various colors of highlighters.  

Students must always be prepared with their writer’s notebooks, writing utensils, required reading, and recreational 

reading. (Recreational reading may include school appropriate books or magazines brought from home, from the 

school library or my personal classroom library.)  

It would also be helpful for students to be able to connect to google in some form or fashion. All of our major essays 

and some regular assignments will be accomplished via Google Classroom.  

Additional Materials:  November Research Paper 

Flash Drive/ Portable hard drive  

3 x 5 in.  Ruled Index Cards 

4 x 6 in.  Ruled Index Cards 
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Important Assignments  

Articles of the Week- Students will receive a real world article at the beginning of each week. They will read the 

article and interact with it first by highlighting anything that confuses or interest them, then annotating the text by 

writing their own comments or questions in the margins, and finish the assignment with a one page reflection which 

is to be kept in their writer’s notebook. This is a very important assignment because it is worth a significant amount 

of points. If students fail to complete this assignment, it is likely that their grade will suffer.  

Reading Wisdoms- Every Monday students will be asked to respond to a quote which relates the importance of 

reading and life. The minimum length of writing for this assignment is half a page. Students will use additional 

notebook paper in order to submit the assignment. There will be a designated section for the Reading Wisdom in the 

Writer’s Notebook to which the graded paper will be attached via tape, staple or glue. It is important to keep up with 

the Reading Wisdoms for this assignment will be posted quarterly.  

Unit Plans- Each student will receive a Unit Plan at the beginning of each unit. This will identify standards and 

vocabulary used in each unit. Vocabulary is to be completed by each student inside the Notes section of the Writer’s 

Notebook. Each unit plan will also include a calendar of assignments for the upcoming unit. There are no excuses 

for missing assignments. Students who are absent will receive an additional day, but should never need it. All unit 

plans are to be kept and brought to class for reference.  

Homework- All assignments will be noted in the Unit Plan each student will receive prior to the start of a unit. 

Homework assignments will be assigned the night before and will be due at the beginning of the hour the following 

day.  Any method of annotation/analysis due as homework is considered individual work and will be treated as 

plagiarism if copied from another student or retrieved using the internet. Analysis must be original. Exceptional 

analysis may result in bonus points.  

Worksheets- Most novels will include a set of worksheets that are considered a comprehension check. Here, I only 

want to ensure that the material of the text is correct, and welcome group interaction. I only ask that the answers are 

thorough and submitted on the due date. Again, analysis must be original, but I welcome collaboration on 

worksheets.  

Essays- Most assignments will be worth 50 points. However, essays and test are worth 200 points each. Although I 

expect maximum effort for every assignment, essays should always be taken seriously. Each essay must be typed in 

MLA format. Although I will allow allotted class time for completion of essays, I will give 10 bonus points for work 

finished outside of the classroom and submitted by the beginning of the hour on the due date. Plagiarized work will 

receive a 0% grade for the first offense. Any repetition of plagiarism will result in administrative intervention and 

parent notification.   

Rubrics- A rubric with the prompt for the essay will be given to each student at the beginning of each unit along 

with the due date on the unit plan. There is ample time and preparation for the essay.  

Test- Test during the semester will also be worth 200 points. Midterms and Finals, however will be worth 500 

points as they will be the result of a cumulative effort. There will be multiple parts that include annotation and 

analysis used in previous units, as well as multiple choice questions that will test how well you remember each story 

and author. These tests will also include an essay portion in order to assess your growing skill as a writer.  

Extra Credit- I will identify extra credit on the bottom of most unit plans. It is the responsibility of the student be 

attentive to their grade and submit extra credit when needed. All extra credit must be completed within the unit 

under review. Extra credit from past units will only be allowed in extreme circumstances. I will not accept extra 

credit from students who are receiving an A in the class.  

Reading Challenge- I would like to foster a love for reading through this course. Because of this, I believe that 

students need to be able to read materials that interest them. Therefore, I would like for every one of my students to 

set a goal for 2 million words of recreational reading. This is considered class participation, however, it can affect 

grades. The goal is 1 million words per semester. The final grade for this assignment will be worth 300 points of the 

final grade. Students must read at least half a million words in order to achieve this score. Everything over that 

number will be calculated as extra points. If students do not reach the half million mark, it can have a negative 

impact as it conveys a lack of participation.    



Google Classroom-  Many of our assignments this year will be done with Google Classroom. In order to sign into 

my class, students must have a school email address. The address will be a student’s school given login followed by 

@kansasps.com. My class codes are as follows: 3rd Hour: o96ygez.  

Although Google Classroom will be primarily used for essays and occasional in-class assignments, it will be the 

main point of access should an individual student or the whole school faces an extended absence.  

Other Policies and Procedures:  

Reading assignments are considered preparation for class. Quizzes over assignments may be given without prior 

announcement.  

If you are absent, it is YOUR responsibility to ask me for missed work. You have (1) day for each day missed to 

make up homework assignments. (i.e. (2) days missed = (2) days make-up time)  

Assignments are due at the time indicated when assigned. If one must assume when the assignment is due, assume at 

the beginning of class the following day.  

Students are to be accountable for all work. If a student does not have the assignment they are to retrieve a “Pink 

Slip” from the file, fill it out with the assignments name and an excuse, and turn that in to account for the missing 

assignment.  

Cellphones are prohibited in this classroom. I will collect them at the beginning of the hour and return them at the 

end of class.  

Communication 

Although parents are welcome to email me any time or call or visit during my plan period from 12:30-1:25, I will 

also be utilizing the remind101.com website as a means of communication with my students throughout the school 

year. I would also like to invite parents to join their child’s classroom communication in order to monitor their 

child’s homework. Parents for this class can sign up by texting the message: @Rm1Seniors to the number: 81010.  

 

Discipline 

Any and all disruptive behavior may be considered grounds for administrative intervention. However, the usual 

procedure for my discipline will be the following.  

1. Student will receive a verbal warning.  

2. Student will receive lunch detention with sentences; until the sentences are completed. (Sentences may be 

completed at home, after the first detention.)  

3. Student will go the Principal’s office.  

Academic Honesty:   

Be sure that the work you turn in is your own. Representing the ideas or words of others as yours is a form of 

academic dishonesty called plagiarism and can result in disciplinary action. To avoid this, simply give credit to those 

whose ideas and words you borrow.  

Philosophy: 

I believe that education is an all inclusive effort. I believe that it is the teacher’s job to educate and inspire students 

to do their best. I believe that it is the student’s job to take responsibility for their own education and to realize that 

education is a privilege. I believe that it is the parent’s job to guide and motivate. I believe that we all must work 

together to achieve the ultimate goal in seeking what is best for the student.  

It is my goal to prepare students for the challenges that lie ahead and to enable students to reach their highest 

potential.  



I do assign a significant amount of work, but budgeting time is a necessary part of any person’s life. It is necessary 

that students begin learning how to do that now. However, I do also allow a significant amount of time in class to 

get the work completed. If you do your best and pay attention in class, listen to instruction, ask questions and use 

your time wisely, you will be helping yourself to achieve the best education possible.  

 

***This is your senior year and one of the best times of your life. However, just because you are a senior does 

not give you the right to be lazy or to do whatever you want. I do NOT give grades for nothing. You WILL 

complete your assignments, or you will fail my class.  

 

I, ____________________, have read and understand the course syllabus for English IV stated above.  

 

Parent/Guardian: 

 

I, _____________________________ also have read the requirements and expectations for Mr. Pilcher’s English 

I course. I fully understand what Mr. Pilcher expects from my child for the 2017 – 2018 school year. 

 

(Note: This part of the paper must be returned to the class for a grade. However, I will also accept your 

enrollment in the remind101 program as evidence of your compliance, and upon receiving the text message 

from both student and parent, I will consider the assignment complete and the syllabus understood.)  


