
Phantom of the Opera Film Study  
 
Title: "Think of Me"  
Function: This introduces the main protagonist Christine Daae. She is obviously more 
talented than the diva Carlotta. As she sings the song, there seems to be a double 
meaning that has to do with the plot. We knew that she recognized Raoul, but by the 
end of the song we know that he recognizes her as well. There are definite romantic 
undertones.  
Rating:  
 
Title: "Angel of Music" 
Function: When the song starts we are clued in on the fact that Christine has been 
receiving help from a mysterious figure she calls the Angel of Music and believes is the 
spirit of her father. She seems grateful for the help and subservient to the teacher. By the 
end of the song we realize that who she calls the angel is the same person who others 
refer to as a ghost. This sets up the narrative question of is he good or evil. He does 
seem very protective of her to the point of obsession.  
Rating: 
 

Title: "Phantom of the Opera" 
Function: We are introduced to the Phantom with his hypnotic theme music. He is 
obviously obsessed with not only teaching her but controlling her as well. He is a scary 
figure. It also shows the duality of the relationship between a person who is a 
genius/outcast and how he uses her as a socially acceptable conduit to the world that 
cast him aside.  
Rating:  
 

Title: "Music of the Night"  
Function: This song hits on the thematic temptation of the world of music and fame. 
Although on the surface it seems to be a song of seduction toward the "darker side," it is 
actually the first time that Christine is faced with the prospect of fame. With fame, there 
is a darker side that usually accompanies the demands of the world. She has already 
performed on stage and met with her childhood sweetheart Raoul. This sets up a choice 
of safety and security vs. fame and passion.  
Rating:  
 

Title: "Stranger than you Dreamt it" 
Function: Although the song starts with anger, it is more about the notion of the outcast 
who desires more for himself, but is ostracized for his appearance. Sticking with the 
main theme, it shows how hard it is after you give in to living strictly by our passions. 
There is an ugly side to fame. People often question the decisions made by famous 



people, and usually don't understand them at all. It is Christine's first run-in with the 
ugly side of the world.  
Rating:  

 

Title: "Notes"  
Function: Pulling back to the literal plot of the story. The stubborn nature of tradition 
comes into focus here, so the people in charge of the theater insist on sticking with the 
diva despite warnings. It speaks to those who prefer fashion over talent. which is why 
they suck up so much in "Prima donna."  It is about the superficiality that surrounds 
fame and kills talent.  
 
Rating: 
 

Title: "All I Ask of You" 
Function: Much as "Music of the Night" was an argument for the seductive side of fame, 
"All I Ask of You" is an argument for safety and security. It is about comfort and peace 
and giving up a part of yourself to join in an unselfish love with another person. She 
wants the fame, but there is a part of her that desires what people might call a "normal 
life."  
 
Rating:  

 

Title: "Masquerade"  
Function: The entire song is about hiding who you really are. There are a lot of 
superficial in this play. The question here is: Is Christine pretending to be someone who 
she is not by choosing Raoul. She keeps the engagement secret when there is no reason. 
As happens in real life, often things seem well and good when there is really something 
lurking beneath the surface. It's almost refreshing and hilarious when the Phantom calls 
them on their crap.  
Rating:  
 

Title: "Wishing You Were Somehow Here Again " 
Function: In this song she seems to be once again seeking guidance from her late father. 
Once a person becomes an adult and is responsible for making their own decisions, it is 
common to want someone to make the decisions for you. Christine is confused by the 
choice she has to make and realizes that she has to make the choice on her own. It is a 
difference between soul and mind.     
Rating:  

 

Title: "The Point of No Return" and beyond 
Function: She must make the choice. The seduction for fame is never stronger, and 
security and love even seem appalling in the way that it seeks to destroy that passion. 



However, Christine ultimately chooses Raoul, because she sees how destructive and 
dysfunctional The Phantom is. She loves him in a way, but can now see that there is a 
clear choice. It is no longer safety, security and love over fame. It is safety, love and 
security over destructive obsession and dysfunctional passions.  
  
Rating:  
 


