
Prompt: The art of writing a scene is essential in the process of good writing. Knowing how to build and 
utilize a mental toolbox for writing is key for success in future writing endeavors. Therefore, the second 
lap of the narrative unit will be all about building a scene. In this scene, you are expected to utilize tools 
we have acquired for this tool box. It can be a story about anything. However, I would prefer to stay in 
the memoir genre. You may revamp past writing for this assignment.  

 
 
 

Scoring Criteria  Exceeds the Standard: 
20-18pts 

Meets the Standard: 
17-15pts/14-12 

Does Not Yet Meet 
Standard:  10-5pts 

Scene Building 
 

The scene created by 
the writer is original 
and well thought out. It 
is presented in a way 
that shows without 
telling too much and 
pulls the reader into a 
compelling story.  

The scene is original 
but may have familiar 
themes throughout. It 
has some parts where 
it “tells,” but there is 
an effort to build an 
effective scene.    

There is a scene, but it 
is sloppy and without 
direction. This grade 
can range from “all 
over the place” to “lack 
of effort.”   

Dialogue   The story utilizes 
dialogue effectively 
and correctly 
throughout.  (Bonus: 
Multiple uses of 
dialogue)  

Dialogue is used well 
but is flawed. / It is in 
the story, but more as 
a means of fulfilling a 
criteria rather than a 
real attempt.  

There is no real 
attempt at dialogue. 
It’s just there. / There 
is no dialogue.   

Details/Imagery There are multiple 
places in the story that 
zoom in to capture a 
specific moment in a 
way that shows the 
impact of narration.    

There is at least one 
attempt to zoom in on 
detail, but the story 
tells more than shows 
action.  

It’s basically an essay 
that tells of a past 
event. / There is no real 
effort at zooming in on 
any details.    

Content/Reflection There is a cohesive 
theme that is evident 
throughout the story. It 
leads to a reflection 
that is insightful and 
powerful.    

There is continuity 
throughout the story 
that holds it together, / 
but there is little in the 
way of a theme that 
leads to something 
more.    

The paper fulfills the 
requirement of 
reaching two pages. / 
The paper doesn’t 
reach the target in any 
way.    

Mechanics  There are fewer than 5 
mistakes in grammar 
and spelling.  

There are fewer than 
10 mistakes in 
grammar and spelling.  

The number of 
mistakes exceeds 10.  


