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Macbeth 

Act I 

 

1. Why do the three witches plan to meet again? What does this meeting suggest about 

the fate of the main character?  

These witches, who seem obviously evil, plan to meet with Macbeth. This seems 

foreboding. It likely portends trouble for Macbeth.  

 

2. What does the Captain reveal about Macbeth? Why do you think this is revealed before 

Macbeth appears in the play? 

This shows direct and indirect characterization of Macbeth. It shows the reader that he is 

a brave soldier and immediately gets us on the side of our protagonist.  

 

3. What are Macbeth’s first words and what do they echo? Why does he say this day was 

both foul and fair? 

“So foul and fair a day, I have not seen.” He has won a great battle, but left a blood 

soaked field. The day is fair, but he meets witches. They give great prophesy, but they 

speak in riddles.  

 

4. How does the number three, linked with magic play an important part in the witches’ 

prophecy? 

The number three is symbolically related to evil. 3:00am is the witching hour. The 

witches meet in threes. By using this number Shakespeare reinforces the characterization 

of the witches as evil.  

 

5. What is the first indication that all three parts of the witches’ prophecy may come true? 

When the witches greet Macbeth as Thane of Cawdor, Macbeth knows that they are 

truthful with at least the first prophecy. This spurs Macbeth to action and triggers the 

conflict of the play.  

 

6. What is Banquo’s warning to Macbeth, and what does it reveal about Banquo? 

He warns him that the witches may be betraying him with honest trifles in order to betray 

him in deepest consequence. It reveals that Banquo is smarter than Macbeth.  

 

7. What does the play reveal about the character of Duncan? (Be specific.) 

Duncan is a good king who is willing to reward his people when they serve him. He 

makes Macbeth the Thane, and lavishes praise on Banquo.  

 

 

8. Why does Lady Macbeth fear her husband’s nature?  

That it is too full of the milk of human kindness to catch the nearest way. She feels that 

he is too loyal and that that makes him weak.  

 

 



9. What is the nature of Lady Macbeth? Use specific examples.  

Lady Macbeth seems both ambitious and cruel. She prays to spirits so that they will fill 

her with the direst cruelty. She seems to have no second thoughts about killing Duncan 

and is more than willing to take the lead.  

 

10. How does Lady Macbeth convince her husband to murder the king?  

She tells him that he is less than a man and convinces him that he is breaking a promise 

to her for not following through with the assassination.  

 

Macbeth 
Act II 

 

1. How do Banquo and Macbeth differ in their responses to the witches’ prophecies? 

 

Banquo doesn’t want to act on it, but wants to acknowledge it and talk about it, and 

Macbeth wants to act on it but wants to pretend it didn’t happen. The juxtaposition of 

their views helps to characterize what is happening psychologically within each 

character.  

 

2. Is the dagger that Macbeth refers to in his soliloquy visible to the audience? How is the 

audience expected to react to this?  

 

No, that’s why he described what the blade looked like while he was walking. This 

enabled the audience to understand what is happening in this scene and capture the 

imagery of the unseen object. It also seems to let the audience know what will happen 

with Macbeth. By seeing something that isn’t there it foreshadows Macbeth’s stability. It 

shows the internal conflict within Macbeth, and ultimately shows what will happen if the 

bad side wins.  

 

3. Why did Lady Macbeth not murder the King herself?  

 

The King resembled her father as he slept. The scene reflects the internal struggle of 

Lady Macbeth as with her husband, foreshadowing similar consequences.  

 

4. What realization does his inability to say “Amen” force upon Macbeth?  

 

Macbeth realizes, at least subconsciously, that he is guilty of a very grave sin. Because he 

cannot say it, he knows that he has stretched beyond his own moral compass. It could 

also mean that “Amen” means the end, and he knows that this is not the end. It will 

continue to haunt him.  

 

5. Why does Lady Macbeth accuse her husband of being “infirm of purpose”? 

He is very indecisive. She questions his manhood in order to push him past what he is 

morally capable of doing.  

 



6. What reason does Macbeth give for killing the grooms?  

He says he didn’t have the heart to hear them lie about their actions.  

7. What is the real reason? He needed to use them as a scapegoat. If they couldn’t defend 

themselves the guilt would be less likely to point toward him.  

8. Why do Duncan’s sons decide to flee? Is this a wise plan? Why or why not?  

They felt that there was still a traitor in their midst, and didn’t want to be set up to take 

the fall. While they are making themselves look guilty, they are also removing 

themselves from Macbeth’s reach. So, while the plan was made in haste, it was the wisest 

course of action.  

 

9. Does Banquo suspect Macbeth? Explain.   

Yes, but he doesn’t want to believe that Macbeth could be capable of such a deed.  

 

10. How does Macbeth become king?  

Macbeth lays the guilt of Duncan’s death at his son’s feet. Thus, he becomes king by 

popular demand.  

 

Macbeth 
Act III 

 

1. How would you describe Banquo’s mood? Is he envious, or is he thoughtful and 

troubled? 

 

It doesn’t seem like he would begrudge Macbeth his position, if Macbeth came by it 

honestly, but does suspect that this is not the case. He seems to like that his sons will be 

kings, but not through the path of treachery.  

 

2. Macbeth has asked three important questions in this scene. What are they?  

 

He asks if Banquo is riding, what time he’ll be back and if his son is going with him. If 

the reader is paying attention in this scene they know immediately that Macbeth is 

making a trap for his friend.  

 

3. What technique is Macbeth using on the murderers? Does it remind you of the way 

Lady Macbeth goaded him into killing Duncan?  

 

Macbeth asks if they are men or dogs and questions their manhood. This is exactly the 

technique that Lady Macbeth used on him. He seems to catch on quickly to duplicity and 

understand the nature of reverse psychology.  

 



 

4. What reversal of attitudes takes place?  

 

Lady Macbeth now simply wants to enjoy her station and doesn’t think they have to do 

any more evil. Macbeth, on the other hand, is now completely submersed in his nefarious 

deeds.  

 

 

5. The identity of the Third Murderer is not made clear. Whom would you name as 

possible suspects?  

 

 

6. Is the mission a success?  

 

No. Fleance escapes making it all the more likely that the witch was the third party in 

Macbeth and Lady Macbeth are both suspects, but it doesn’t appear to be either of them. 

The more likely candidate seems to be a witch. 

order to insure that their prophesies come true.  

 

 

7. What happens at the feast? Who appears?  

Macbeth sees the grotesque ghost of Banquo who has the twenty trench-like gashes upon 

his head.  

 

 

8. How does Macbeth appear to his guest? How does Lady Macbeth try to cover for her 

husband?  

 

Macbeth appears frightened and unstable in front of his guest. He even goes as far as 

screaming at the empty chair. She said that it came from a childhood illness and just to 

ignore him.  

 

 

9. Has anyone started to suspect Macbeth? How do we know?  

 

We can tell from the last scene of act three that things are not going so well in Scotland. 

People are complaining about the way they are being treated, and Macduff is on his way 

to talk to Malcolm. Though the two characters don’t directly state their beliefs, it is clear 

that they think Macbeth is to blame for their woes.  

 

10. How have Macbeth’s actions affected him? Are there any regrets?  

 

His actions seem to be pushing him more and more into the murderous creature of habit 

that he has become, and further away from the hero he was at the beginning of the play. 

Seeing the ghost may be a sign of his regret on a subconscious level, but it’s actually just 

leading to more murder.  



Macbeth 
Act IV 

 

1. Who meets at the beginning of this act?  

 

The witches meet at the beginning of the act with plans to further deceive Macbeth.  

 

2. What is it that they are doing?  

 

They are throwing in all types of disgusting things into a cauldron. Things like eye of 

newt, liver of a blaspheming jew, gall of goat, nose of turk, wool of bat and a toe of frog.  

 

3. What is it that Macbeth wants to know?  

 

He wants to have knowledge of the future.  

 

4. What do the apparitions tell Macbeth?  

 

They tell him to “beware Macduff,” that he should have no fear until Birnam Wood 

march to Dunsinane, and that he cannot be killed by any man born of woman.  

 

5. What is Macbeth’s plan after this meeting?  

 

He plans to kill Macduff and all of his relations by sending assassins to Macduff’s castle.  

 

6. What happens to Macduff’s family?  

 

Although Macduff is not present at the time, his family is murdered by Macbeth’s 

assassins.  

 

7. How does Malcolm test Macduff?  

 

He tells him that he is far worse than Macbeth; that no amount of women could tame his 

lust, and no amount of money could fill his greed. He tells him that peace will not exist in 

his reign and ask Macduff if he is still fit to govern. After a passionate speech about his 

“poor country,” Malcolm is convinced that Macduff is true to his word and offers help.  

 

8. What news does Macduff hear and what is the decided course of action?  

 

He hears about the murder of his family. After hearing this, he breaks down into tears, 

and they decide to march against Macbeth in an attempt to get the throne back to its 

rightful heir.  

 

9. How does motivation factor into this act in Macbeth?  

 



The witches are motivated by deception and destruction, Macbeth is motivated by his 

greed for power and his need to get rid of all that oppose him, and Macduff is at first 

motivated by loyalty and honor, and then is motivated by revenge against Macbeth for 

what he did to his family.  

 

 

10. How does this act mark Macbeth as a tragic hero?  

 

Like it or not, Macbeth is still our protagonist and hero of our story. This being the case it 

is a common archetype in literature, that in order for the audience to be able to let the 

hero die, he has to do something so bad that it makes us okay with it. Macbeth’s action 

against Macduff’s family is by far the worst thing that he has done.  

 

Macbeth 
Act V 

 

1. Why is scene I written almost entirely in prose? 

 

It shows that the gentlewoman comes from a lower class. It is also very noticeable that 

when the doctor leaves her presence his speech becomes much more affected.  

 

2. What fear does the doctor express when he advises the gentlewoman to remove “the 

means of all annoyance?” 

 

He is afraid that Lady Macbeth is going to commit suicide.  

 

3. What does Macbeth really mean when he asks the doctor to cure his wife by 

ministering to a “mind diseased?”   

 

He wants the doctor to perform a lobotomy. He’s asking if he can actually drill into her 

skull and remove her sickness. Plus, he wants to find a cure for himself.  

 

4. What does Malcolm mean when he comments that “none serve with [Macbeth] but 

constrained things/ Whose hearts are absent too?”  

 

No one is serving Macbeth because they care for him; they’re serving out of fear.  

 

5. In question number 4, what two quotation devices are used?  

The above quotation uses slashes and brackets. Brackets are used to substitute words 

within quotations. Slashes are used to indicate the end of lines in poetry.  

 

6. How does Birnam Wood come to Dunsinane?  

 

Malcolm orders his men to cut boughs from trees and carry them in front of them in order 

to conceal their numbers.  

 



7. How have the witches deceived Macbeth?  

 

Exactly as Banquo predicted, they have told him half truths to make him arrogant and 

blind to what is in front of him. The trees didn’t actually have to march and Macduff was 

technically torn from a corpse; not a woman.  

 

8. What echo of his former self is reflected in Macbeth’s final speech?  

 

When he throws fate to the wind and says, “lay on, Macduff, and damned be him that 

first cries ‘Hold, enough,” he seems to embody the warrior that we saw at the beginning 

of the play.  

 

 

9. What does Macbeth learn of Macduff? How is this important?  

 

He learns that Macduff wasn’t born of woman. He realizes at this point that he is 

doomed.  

 

10. What ultimately happens to Macbeth?  

 

Macbeth is defeated by Macduff and his head is placed on a pike.  

 


