
 

 

Kansas Public Schools 

Return to Learn 2021-22 

 

The Return to Learn Plan for Kansas Public Schools has been created using the latest instruction 

and guidance from the Center for Disease Control, local health officials, and administrators of 

each school. Consideration of the educational practices required in the 2020-2021 school year 

were studied and outcome learning data was also collected. The lack of needed in person 

learning was evident in measured reading scores and the lack of typical learning progression of 

lower elementary students. The social well-being of students was also observed and 

considered.  Although the previous 2020-2021 plan was supported by research, and teachers 

provided the very best instruction possible with advanced technology support, it is to be 

determined that no instruction is as effective as in-person instruction. Therefore, we feel that is 

imperative that students for 2021-2022 school year return to in-person instruction. Kansas 

Public Schools will continue to monitor community health and adjust this plan accordingly. As 

we navigate through these ever- changing times, we are very appreciative of the patience and 

support of our students, staff, and families. 

It is essential that all families partner with us in monitoring the health of your students and 

families. We ask that temperatures be taken on a daily basis at home. No student with a 

temperature of 100 degrees or higher may enter any Kansas Public Schools facility. It is 

imperative for the health and safety of all students and staff that students remotely learn on 

days they have a fever or any symptoms of illness. Remote learning will not count against 

attendance if the student completes their online lessons in the allotted time frame. 

 

 

 



Overview for consideration:  

I. Public Health 

 A. Group Gatherings and social distancing  

1. The buses will still run a normal schedule, we strongly encourage you to bring your 

student to school and pick them up each day too.  Parents are expected to take their 

students temperature before getting on the bus.  The windows will be kept down while 

riders are on-weather permitting.  Students and staff are encouraged to wear a face 

covering\mask in school buildings and on school buses. Family groups will be expected 

to sit with one another. In compliance with Oklahoma senate bill 658, face 

coverings/masks will not be required without consultation from the Delaware County 

health department and an emergency declaration for Delaware County by the Governor. 

 

B. Number of students and staff requirements  

1. Classrooms: Classroom space will be maximized to the greatest extent possible; 

however, seating charts will remain a requirement. Charts are required for contact 

tracing if needed. 

  2. Playground: Outdoor spaces will have traditional rules of open space. 

3. Extracurricular practices: Practices will resume traditional protocols while providing 

safety as much as the space allows. 

 

C.  Hygiene Measures: Hand sanitizer will be available at all times. Encouragement and teaching 

will be provided for respiratory hygiene.  

D. Suspected/confirmed COVID Cases: Building administrators will begin any contact tracing in 

the event of a positive virus case. Students will be notified of quarantine and timelines for 

return by the office administration. Any case will be reported to the Oklahoma Health 

Department.  

E. Transmission mitigation and cleaning procedures: daily cleaning of classrooms and other 

needed areas throughout the school. In multiple use areas, staff will clean in between uses.  

 

 

 



II. Academics- Kansas Public Schools is committed to offering quality educational opportunities 

for PK-12 students that are aligned with Oklahoma Academic Standards. 

A. Traditional School setting: All schools will return to a traditional school setting with 

in-person attendance for all students.  

B. At home for illness or quarantine: A learning plan will be set for students who are ill 

or require at-home placement 

C. Virtual School – Limited Number of Seats: If there is a documented reason for off-

campus virtual school, students and parents may request a meeting with the building 

principal for guidance and decisions. If granted on solid evidence of need, virtual 

learning will be granted with immediate daily monitoring for completion of coursework 

on a daily basis. The virtual learning status remains only if the student demonstrates 

daily the skills needed to be an independent learner. If the student cannot demonstrate 

success in the virtual setting with support from a parent or guardian, the student will 

return to the traditional classroom setting. 

1. Accountability: Daily completion of work during the 7:30AM to 4:00PM school 

day.  

2. Attendance: Recorded by daily completion of classroom work. 

 D. Student promotion and earning credits: Promotion requires meeting 

the Oklahoma Academic Standards at each grade level except for Grade 3 

when the guidelines for promotion are set by the Oklahoma State 

Department of Education based on reading scores. High school credits 

earned for graduation will continue to follow the Oklahoma Department 

of Education requirements. 

 

III. Attendance- Daily attendance will return to normal in school guidelines. There will be 

excused absences for Covid-19 related situations. Unexcused absences will be recorded for 

student completion of academics. Eight days of unexcused absences will result in a Non-

completion of a course at the high school level. A student whose absences exceeds 8 days of 

unexcused absences in all grade levels will be considered truant and Board Policy protocol will 

be referenced for next steps. 

 

 

 

 



IV. Student Services: All services will remain in place for the following student needs:  

A. English Learners 

B. Migrant 

  C. Gifted/Talented 

D. Homeless 

 F. Special Ed and 504 services 

 

 

Frequently asked Questions……………………………………….? 

 

Are Facemask required? 

Students and staff are encouraged to wear a face covering\mask in school buildings and on 
school buses. In compliance with Oklahoma senate bill 658, face coverings/masks will not be 
required without consultation from the Delaware County health department and an emergency 
declaration for Delaware County by the Governor. 

 

 

How will Communication be shared? 

 KPS will deliver communication through emails, text, and phone directly to parents and 

students. Parent and student contact information MUST BE ACCURATE! Each student will be 

provided a google email account. The district will utilize E Notes to streamline communication 

between the classroom and our families. The district will continue to use its website and social 

media accounts to distribute district-level information. Our district website will be updated 

regularly www.kansasps.com. We are committed to strong communication and responsive 

action. 

 

When will we use Remote Learning? 

 Remote learning will be used when school is closed due to COVID, inclement weather, or other 

unforeseen circumstances. Remote learning day’s count as a day of attendance for students 

who login and participate in their assigned google classroom. 



 

What about 504 & Special Education Needs?  

All 504 and IEP Plans will be followed. Any modification to service due to health concerns will 

be documented and agreed upon utilizing normal meeting processes. All IEP/504 team 

meetings will be held in person unless a request is made for a phone conference. For more 

information about IEP and or 504 plans, contact Mrs. Gregory at lgregory@kansasps.com. 

 

Will all athletics, electives, and fine arts classes continue to be offered at all 

current levels, and will there be any restrictions?  

Depending on the level of community spread, all athletics and activities will continue as 

planned with extra measures taken to ensure the safety of students and staff. Additional 

measures may be implemented as needed. Procedures for Athletics, Band, and other 

Extracurricular Activities will follow recommendations and guidelines provided by the 

Oklahoma Secondary Activities Association. Specific information about practices, events, and 

precautions will be distributed by activities coach/sponsor and the district athletic director. 

 

Why will temperatures not be taken upon entering the school building?  

Entering the school building is not the first contact for many students. A student’s first contact 

may be at the bus stops, early morning activities, carpools, before school daycare, parking lots, 

etc. Temperatures can be an indicator of a variety of illnesses and are not necessarily the first 

indicator of COVID. KPS has always asked that students remain home if they have a fever of 100 

or higher. We need our parents to partner with us to keep all children and staff safe by self-

regulating symptoms and temperature checks. We do have touchless digital thermometers and 

will take suspected staff and student temperatures and act accordingly. 

 

Will the school district calendar change during the pandemic?  

It is our goal for the calendar dates to stay the same; however, the district may schedule 

remote learning days within the school dates that already exist. 

 

How can I support the school as a parent?  

Donations of hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, masks, and additional school supplies would be 

helpful at each site.  

mailto:lgregory@kansasps.com


Take your child’s temperature daily in times of outbreak or suspected illness prior to them 

leaving the house.  

Keep students at home if they exhibit any symptoms of any illness. Inform the school of positive 

tests for COVID-19. 

 Keep students quarantined as instructed by the Oklahoma Health Department if they have had 

any exposure to someone who has tested positive for COVID.  

Prepare your home and child with internet access, supplies, and devices for remote learning if 

possible and feasible.  

Complete a Free & Reduced Meal/ Income Eligibility Form. This process significantly affects 

school funding. Let your child’s teacher or school know if you need assistance with meals.  

Have masks or other appropriate face coverings available for students to have at school.  

Openly communicating any concerns directly with your child’s teacher or school site principal. 

Encourage your child to wear a mask, if feasible, to assist in protecting our staff who may be in 

the vulnerable population. 

Assist with COVID tracing through the State Health Department 


