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Kansas Middle School STEM Camp

During Christmas break 27 Kansas students had the opportunity to attend a four day
STEM camp. The camp included trips to the Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport, the
Fire Department, the Tulsa Air and Space Museum and the Starbase F-16 hanger. The
students also learned about Oklahoma’s Oil and Natural Gas Industry. All of the camps
which were, field experiences and projects, focused on engineering. Most students
wouldn’t want to give up their break time to come to a school event, but Alexa
Schwabe a sixth grader at Kansas Middle School said this, “Even though we gave up
some of our break, I think it was worth every minute.” Alexa is a hardworking and creative student who hopes to become a veterinarian someday. The first day the students
stayed at Kansas High School and learned about Oklahoma’s Oil and Natural Gas Industry. They did experiments about mixing water and oil along with other lessons such
as measuring the different consistencies of oil and putting water on a penny. The second
day the students went to the Northwest Arkansas Regional Airport, also known as
XNA, in Bentonville, Arkansas. This trip was a follow up for a previous camp about
drones and rockets that the students had attended. While there they got an airport tour
and got to go through the security checkpoint gate. Alexa said the day was, “Overall
amazing.” The third day the students went to the Starbase F-16 hanger. The F-16
Fighting Falcon Multirole fighter Jet has a wingspan of ten meters, a length of fifteen
meters, and a height of five meters with an empty weight of 8,500 kilograms. It is also
the world’s most prolific fighter. The U.S. Air force has more than 2,000 in service.
The students got to see the jet up close and personal. It was described as a “truly amazing experience.” The students also had a few “puzzling activities” while at the hanger
such as flipping a sheet upside down while standing on it. The fourth day they went to
the Tulsa Air and Space Museum. While there the students saw many different planes
and rockets. They saw an F-14 tomcat Navy fighter and were able to go inside a Rockwell Ranger 2000 trainer jet. Although there was a gas leak that cut the trip short Alexa
still said that this part of the camp was her favorite. This trip taught students about more
than just planes and rockets. It also taught them about teamwork. While completing the
activity with the sheet at Starbase the students needed to work together to get the sheet
flipped over. This camp was used to involve and encourage students along with teaching them. The next STEM camp will be available to fifth through ninth graders. It will
be held on March 21st and 22nd over spring break. Students must sign up in order to go.
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From Freshman to Senior
Samnatha Clark
Freshman Staff Writer

At the beginning of my high school career it seemed it would be forever until I
would be a senior and I couldn’t wait, I
now realize how fast the time passes and
how much I’ll miss it, says senior Alivia
Clark. Going through high school can be
difficult at times with a new social environment and the dreaded research papers. It can strange as well as going from
the oldest grade in one building to the
youngest in another. While interviewing
Alivia Clark I asked her what the biggest
differences about being a freshman and
the biggest differences of being a senior
are. To which she replied “being a freshman is weird because all the grades kind
of mold together because you can have
classes with any other high school grade,
where as in middle school your split up.
The biggest struggle of being a senior is
by far the approaching responsibilities.”
What is the biggest stressor of being a
freshman? She said “the new environment.” Although this wave of responsibilities seem to be feared by most teens
there must be some excitement in it I
asked, she said “of course there’s excitement in becoming an adult, it’s just the
drop off seems daunting.” And lastly I
asked her what improvements can be
made based on your experiences? She
said “more one on one with the students.” It seems that high school always
feels like it lasts longer when in reality
time passes just the same whether you
enjoy your high school experience or
not. Challenges you may face at the end
of you senior year such as finding somewhere to live, a stable job, getting a car
they are simply the beginning much as a
freshman must face while at the start of
high school.

Groundhog Day
Rylee Rutherford
Freshman Staff Writer

Groundhog Day, celebrated in the
United States and Canada on February
second, is a popular tradition where
when one specific groundhog comes
out of his burrow and in one certain
way, determines if spring will come
early or late this year. The Groundhog
Day ceremony is held at Punxsutawney
in western Pennsylvania, centering
around a semi-mythical groundhog
named Punxsutawney Phil. The only
way to determine if we will have six

The Principles of Being a
Principal
Samantha Clark
Sophomore Staff Writer

Have you ever wondered what it’s like
to be a principal? Have you ever
thought of the rewards and responsibilities of a principal? I recently sat down
with the middle school Principal Mr.
Arnold and asked him a series of questions. Concerning his profession: how
would you describe your teaching
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more weeks of winter, or have an early
spring is when Punxsutawney Phil
comes out of his burrow, and if he sees
his own shadow, he will go back into
his burrow and we will have six more
weeks of a cold, and sometimes vicious
winter. The first Groundhog Day was
held on February 2, 1887, when the
first official trek to Gobbler’s Knob
was made. So that means Mr.
Punxsutawney Phil has determined our
extra winter weather or early spring,
for over 100 years. He has brought us
many early springs, and oh so much
extra winter weather. Well since February 2 is close already, let’s just hope
we are having an early spring this year.

style? Mr. Arnold said “Somewhat of a
participative style and managerial style.
The second question I asked was how
do you encourage your students to do
well in school? His response “I take the
caring and loving approach, I try to
show all my students I care about them
and they’re performance.” We also discussed student discipline Mr. Arnold
said “when it comes to discipline I talk
too much. I try to instill good decision
making skills in my students.” The next
question I asked him was what is your
ideal school environment and how
would you encourage that kind of culture? He said “An ideal school environment would be one where everyone is
positive and kids want to learn, where
teachers aren’t overwhelmed.” Finally I
asked how has the school changed
since you’ve been here? He said “I
would say that the breakfast and lunches have changed as well as technology
and students behavior.” Having a principal with a caring approach and experience has helped improve the school
and everyone at the school.
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The Heart is a Lonely Hunter
Hannah Lisenbee
Sophomore Staff Writer

Here we are, the one time of year when pink, red, and chocolate dominate the
blackboard jungle. Valentine’s Day. In preparation for this particular piece, I wasn’t quite sure how to attack this topic. There are more than a million ways to convey love, yet none of the regular forms of approach intrigued me. It’s all been done.
Going into it, personally I’m single, all of this love stuff doesn’t really excite me
and I’m okay with that; not to mention that seems to be the general consensus of
most of the school. On Thursday January 24th, 2019 the polls about Valentine’s
Day opened to the student body. Over the years Valentine’s Day has become a staple for couples in high school to prove their relationship to the rest of the school
and to themselves. Social status seems to be the reason behind this unspoken competition. Statistically more breakups happen around Valentine’s Day than almost
any other holiday just for the simple reason of not wanting to participate.
66% of the voting population are single.

Yet, 70% are okay with it.
56% like Valentine’s Day, while the other 44% don’t.
That begs the question, why not shoot your shot with the person you like?
62% are not encouraged to do so.
With all the social politics aside, why not just spend it with your loved ones?
Personally, I’m going to be watching Grey’s Anatomy and waiting for the next day.
The blessed 75% off chocolate day.
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Mrs. Wallace’s Years at Kansas
Rylee Rutherford
Freshman Staff writer

Mrs. Wallace has been a teacher at Kansas High School since August pf 2014.
“I was teaching in Texas at a large high
school (2200 students), so the small
school atmosphere is nice,” she says,
“Students are people here, not just a
number on a student ID card. My department had 22 math teachers, so the smaller faculty here is also nicer – it’s a family.” She has only taught math, but math
does have many different courses. Mrs.
Wallace has taught Algebra 1, Geometry, General Math, and Math Finance
here at KHS. At other schools, she also
taught Algebra 2 and Math Models. She
also says that occasionally students from
other teachers come to see her for help
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on their math. She usually has some kids
from Alt Ed that need help. After asking
if she plans on working at Kansas High
School, she replies “That’s the plan. My
girls are in high school now, so at least
three more years. Hopefully I will be
here longer than that.” Mrs. Wallace is a
nice and very helpful teacher her at Kansas High School, so let’s hope that we
will see her for a few more years.

Basketball Homecoming; Always a Beautiful Event
Hannah Lisenbee
Sophomore Staff Writer

Everyday there are winners and losers, but especially January 17, 2019. It will
live in infamy for
more than one reason.
We as a school may
not agree on anything,
we may dislike our
peers, we might even
dislike coming here.
Yet, one thing is certain; the memories
made here will always
live on in our hearts.
Most of spirit week
was a bust, except for
Thursday. There were
triple the amount of
students decked out in
photo by Hannah Lisenbee
spirit than any other
day of the week. Now that’s what I call support. At the end of the night we
were winners. Both teams won their games. Shelby Sapp won Homecoming
Queen and Tucker Phillips won Homecoming King. With the homecoming
court surrounding them and the fans surrounding the court, I felt we were a part
of something bigger. A memory that will live in over 200 minds differently; we
the fans have one heart and it beats for the comets.
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Make Good Choices

Comets Vs. Warriors

Our school is filled with some wonderful teachers, but one
teacher stands out for her optimistic attitude. Ms. Woods
who is a teacher at Kansas high school, and always encourages her students to do their best and make good choices.
Although she is busy she took time to answer these questions I have about what it’s like being a teacher at Kansas
high school. First off I asked her how she measures success.
In her eyes success it seemed to be more about living your
own truth rather than something with monetary value.
Which she does live by and tries to help her students live
they’re truth as well. She choose to teach because she said
that it was her truth, her fulfilling measure of success, molding young minds. In my opinion this way of thinking makes
her stand out among her fellow teachers. It shows her students that following they’re truth is worth it, and I do believe following her own truth was worth it for her. Her expectations for her students are to do the same thing she did
when she started teaching. Even obstacles, large and small,
get in the way of life, goals should be set and met. I asked
her what was it motivated her to teach in
the first place. She
replied “I see motivation as a craving to
do something. Going
back to my measure
of success, I believe
teaching is my calling, which creates
and motivates me. I
don’t see teaching as
a job. I see it as an
exciting opportunity
every day. I find myself enjoying what I do and I am grateful that I get the chance to help mold the minds of students.”
Although this world is full of bad, as you can see she tries to
make sure that all her student follow they’re truth, overcome
obstacles, and simply enough make good choices.

Kansas High School basketball team played against Oaks
High School on January 18, 6:30. Up until last year,
games were played in 80s then ended shortly after. The
anticipation was high for both players and fans. The weeks
leading up to the big game night was filled with a lot of
controversy of who had the better team. Friends playing
against friends, cousins playing against cousins. But come
game night, the truth would
be revealed, the losing team
would go to lick their
wounds. Back in the day,
players from both teams
would meet at the Twin Oaks
Dairy Grill and rub it in on
each other or meet at Catron’s
parking lot in Kansas. The
winning team would have
bragging rights for the next
year. This season so far the
boys are 18-4 and the girls are
16-5 with a district game to
photo by RKS
come. Tucker Phillips, Senior
Kansas High School said, “I think our expectations were
high for the game, just like any other team” “We had a
great chance of winning, but at the same time they could
have beat us. We always have to have a mindset of going
hard the whole time, not going in with a cocky attitude,
but one with confidence” So as the Kansas Basketball
team goes in any game with confidence and a mindset to
win, I asked Tucker, “What would you say to the Oaks
warriors you are about to be going against?” “Get ready,
because the Comets are about to demolish the Warriors!”
So come game night the truth will be revealed about who
has the better team against one of the greatest rivalries in
our town and who will have bragging rights for the next
year and the losers go home to lick their wounds. The
Kansas High School basketball team beat Oaks on January
18. Let’s hope our Comets go on strong on district game
night and advance to the winner’s bracket of the Regional
Tournament.

Samantha Clark
Freshman Staff Writer

Emily Hays
Senior Staff Writer
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The History of Our
Hometown

Did You Make It? Will You
Make It?

In a little town called Kansas
located in Delaware County, Oklahoma, close to Siloam Springs, Arkansas.
There are several theories about how
little Kansas got its name, one of them
is that the town was named after a man
who was a housewares peddler from
Kansas City, Kansas. The other story
is that people think that so many of the
town’s inhabitants migrated from Kansas that they named their little town
after the state of Kansas. In the early
1900s two men by the names of Tom
Caywood and A.K Wright got the government to pay for a forty-five acre site
to put some early business. There were
two general stores, a hardware and
drug store, a gristmill, sawmill, pool
hall, hotel, room house, prite shop, the
Cherokee Land Company, a doctor,
and a dentist. Many of these places
were in operation before 1906. There
were two short newspaper served in
Kansas: The Cherokee Hummer from
1906 and the Delaware Tribune from
1910. There are some places that are
probably from the early 1900s one of
them is an old red church located near
to the post office in Kansas. At one
point the school was an elementary,
middle, and high school at the same
time. The school was founded between
the 1940s and 1950s. The now elementary school is where the original school
was and they built a high school and
middle school about a two minute
drive away. Today there are two gas
stations, four restaurants, a bank, and
two general stores. There isn’t a lot to
see in this little town but it would be
fun to come and visit to see things
from back then. So come and see the
town called Kansas, Oklahoma.

At Kansas High School, our senior
class of 2019 were freshman in 2016,
there was a just over one hundred students beginning of our freshman year,
and then at the end of the year we
ended with 94 students. Now we have
about 86 students in our 2019 senior
class, not bad but nobody likes low
numbers throughout the years. So why
are there so many students leaving our
school? Parents getting new jobs and
needing to transfer their kids to a different school is okay. But then a lot of
the students are skipping school and
getting kicked out for numerous reasons. Students aren’t liking their clas-

Azalee Maddan
Sophomore Staff Writer

Home of the Kansas
Comets!

Emily Hays
Senior Staff Writer

ses, other students, or just the school
as a whole are all things relating to the
decline in our students population. We
all’ve been there. Students are wanting to go to a different school in hopes
that they will like it better, students
are wanting to skip just for the year to
go by faster, and students are getting
into trouble to get them out of school
faster. It is now 2019 the year that we
all have been waiting for, graduation!
There is only one semester left for the
senior class to survive. So how many
of us will make it till the end of the
semester and graduate at Kansas Public Schools? Let’s hope those who
remain will make it to graduation and
no more students will abandon their
education.

New Year Resolutions
Liberty Morgan
Senior Staff Writer

New Year resolutions are something that
most people make, but hardly ever follow through. Some people make them
and are actually determined to keep
them, but life gets in the way. Then
there are others who just forget and the
few who make them because everyone
else does, but don’t actually care. The
most popular or more common resolutions made are the following::

Lose weight
Save money
Spend more time with significant other
Travel more
Read more
Learn new skill or hobby
Buy a house
To quit smoking
Find love

Some resolutions are things people want
to experience or do like to travel more or
learn a new skill. Others are to help
people improve themselves like losing
weight or to quit smoking. People make
New Year resolutions for all sorts of
reasons. Don’t give up. You can do it.
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Nicole Walker
Senior Staff Writer

The Boston Tea Party

The Boston Tea Party occurred
on December 16, 1773 in Boston,
Massachusetts. It was the result
of the American colonists steadily
growing angrier with Britain for
imposing “taxation without representation.” When the colonists
finally had enough, the Sons of
Liberty dumped 342 chests of
British tea into the harbor. This
was the first major act of defiance
against the British rule. The
American colonists showed that
they weren’t going to sit back and
take their taxes anymore. The
Sons of Liberty rallied the American patriots across the 13 colonies to fight for the independence, they so desperately wanted. In the 1770’s Britain had so
much debt that they started taxing the colonists to help pay
those debts. The British government felt the taxes were fair since
most of their debt was from
fighting on the colonists behalf.
The Boston Tea Party was a result of the many taxes the British
Parliament imposed on the colonists. There was the Stamp Act,
which taxed the colonists on basically every piece of paper they
printed. Then, there was the
Townshend Acts which taxed the
colonists on essential goods such
as paint, paper, glass, lead, and
tea. On March 5, 1770 a street
fight broke out in Boston between
British soldiers and American colonists. The fight started after the

American colonists grew frustrated by the presence of British soldiers in their streets, and threw
snowballs at the British sentinel
that was guarding the Boston
Customs House. Reinforcements arrived soon after and began shooting at the mob, leaving
five dead and six wounded. This
was just another step that led to
the Boston Tea Party. The tea
act was the last straw for the colonists.
Britain
eventually
stopped all taxes on the colonists, except for the tea tax. The
British government wasn’t about
to stop taxing the tea, especially
since the colonists drank about
1.2 million pounds of tea each
year. The colonists began to
smuggle in tea from different
countries since it was much
cheaper, which began to lessen
Britain’s control over the colonists. One night the Sons of Liberty held a meeting, in which
they voted to refuse to pay taxes
on the tea and not allow tea to
be unloaded, stored, used, or
sold. Although Britain demanded
the tea be unloaded, the colonist
refused and sent the ship back,
tea and all. That night a large
group of me, suspected to be
the Sons of Liberty, disguised as
Native Americans boarded the
docked ships and threw 342
chests of tea into the Boston
Harbor.

Upon finding out about the tea,
King George III passed the Intolerable Acts and closed the Bos-

ton Harbor until the colonists paid
for the tea they wasted. King
George III also sent British troops
and Judges to create martial law
in Massachusetts. He hoped this
would calm the rebellious colonists, little did he know this would
lead to the second Boston Tea
Party.
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Potato Soup

Ingredients
1/2 pound small unpeeled red potatoes, cut into chunks
1/2 pound medium russet potatoes,
peeled and cut into chunks
1 can (14-1/2 ounces) reducedsodium chicken broth
1 cup water
2 teaspoons canola oil
1 tablespoon all-purpose flour
1/4 cup 2% milk
2 tablespoons evaporated milk
3 tablespoons cream cheese, cubed
1 tablespoon minced fresh parsley
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon white pepper
1/3 cup shredded Swiss cheese
Directions
Place the potatoes in a large saucepan; add broth and water. Bring to a
boil. Reduce heat; cover and cook
for 10-15 minutes or until almost
tender. Meanwhile, in a small skillet, saute onion in oil until tender;
add to potatoes. In a small bowl,
combine the flour, milk and evaporated milk until smooth; add to potato mixture. Bring to a boil; cook
and stir for 2 minutes or until thickened. Reduce heat; stir in the cream
cheese, parsley, salt and pepper.
Cover and simmer for 5-10 minutes
or until cream cheese is melted and
potatoes are tender, stirring occasionally. Garnish with Swiss
cheese.

Chocolate Chip Cookies

Ingredients
1 cup salted butter softened
1 cup white (granulated) sugar
1 cup light brown sugar packed
2 tsp pure vanilla extract
2 large eggs
3 cups all-purpose flour
1 tsp baking soda
½ tsp baking powder
1 tsp sea salt
2 cups chocolate chips (or chunks, or
chopped chocolate)

Spinach-Mushroom Scrambled Eggs

Ingredients
2 large eggs
2 large egg whites
1/8 teaspoon salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
1 teaspoon butter
1/2 cup thinly sliced fresh mushrooms
1/2 cup fresh baby spinach, chopped
2 tablespoons shredded provolone
cheese
Directions
In a small bowl, whisk eggs, egg
whites, salt and pepper until blended.
In a small nonstick skillet, heat
butter over medium-high heat. Add
mushrooms; cook and stir 3-4 minutes
or until tender. Add spinach; cook and
stir until wilted. Reduce heat to medium. Add egg mixture; cook and stir
just until eggs are thickened and no
liquid egg remains. Stir in cheese.

Bacon Wrapped Green
Beans

Ingredients
1 (12 ounce) package bacon, strips cut
in half
1 (16 ounce) package frozen cut green
beans
2 tablespoons brown sugar
Salt and pepper to taste
Directions: Pr eheat oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). Grease a casserole dish.Set out the bacon, green
beans and dish. Lay out a strip of bacon. Place a small bunch of green beans
onto the strip of bacon and roll into a
bundle. Place the bundle in the dish.
Repeat with remaining strips of bacon
and green beans or until you think you
have enough for everyone. You can
pack them tight in the pan, just know
that if the bacon is touching another
bundle they take some prying to get
apart. Sprinkle with the brown sugar
and salt and pepper.
Bake in the preheated oven until
browned and heated through, about 20
minutes.

Bacon Cheese Ball

Ingredients
2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese
1 (1ounce) package hidden valley ranch
dressing mix (dry)
1 cup shredded Colby cheese or 1 cup Colby- Monterey jack cheese or 1 cup cheddar
cheese
1 (3 ounce) bottle Hormel real bacon bits
(or use crumbled bacon)

Choc Chip Cookies Cont.
Instructions

Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. Line a baking
pan with parchment paper and set aside. In a
separate bowl mix flour, baking soda, salt, baking powder. Set aside. Cream together butter
both sugars until combined. Beat in eggs and
vanilla until fluffy. Mix in the dry ingredients
until combined. Add 12 oz package of chocolate chips and mix well. Roll 3 TBS of dough at
a time into balls and place them evenly spaced
on your prepared cookie sheets. Bake in preheated oven for approximately 8-10 minutes.
Take them out when they are just BARELY
starting to turn brown. Let them sit on the baking pan for 2 minutes before removing to cooling rack.

Directions
Take 2 packages of cream cheese
(softened) and mix till slightly whipped
Add packets of ranch dressing and mix
until incorporated Fold in 1 cup shredded
cheese Pour bacon bits in a plate or pie pan
Form cream cheese mixture into a ball with
your hands Roll ball in bacon bits until
covered. Wrap cheese ball in plastic wrap
and place in the fridge When ball is firm,
remove and serve with Ritz crackers
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January
rd

Sadie Lyman 3
Cadon Stockholm 4th
Natasha Wallace 4th
Sydney Wallace 4th
Dylan Chouinard 6th
Emlyn Mouse 7th
Dylan Sinor 7th
Tanner Fletcher 8th
Chester Asher 9th
Kelby Boster 9th
Elijah Mundy 9th
Skylar Kingfisher 10th
Kelsie McCratic 12th
Shelby Spence 13th
Kawlija Vann 13th
Bryant Shaver 14th
Fallyn Tarrin 14th
Dayton Down 15th
Reann Edwards 15th
Nolan Perdue 16th
Cameron Bostater 17th
Jayce Phillips 18th
Ethan Whaler 18th
Shannon King 21st
Brent Morikawa 21st
Kenley Verbeck 22nd
Ashley Byrum 25th
Gabe Anglin 26th
Bobby Honaker 27th
Austin Frye 29th
Myla Tagg 29th
Alyssa Glass 30th
Conner Hesterly 31st

February
Keelan Davis 3rd
Christian Peters 5th
Kynlea Robbins 6th
Serenity Holloway 7th
Josiah Robinson 7th
Shelbi Lambeth 8th
Hunter Spence 8th
Darien Lor 10th
Blaine Pickup 10th
Gavin Risley 12th
Brianna Sanchez 12th
Rowdy Blackbird 15th
Arianna Price 15th
Zachariah Beachy 16th
Julian Frye 16th
Alyssa Tyer 16th
Faith Grant 18th
Paige Gilmore 19th
Ashley Woodruff 20th
Mongolia Lee 23rd
Nolana Glass 25th
Hadassah Wallngford 26th
Lainie Payton 27th
Tara Turtle 27th
Tiara Tipton 28th
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By: Drake Allen

By: Wyatt Phillips

By: Alyssa Tyer

Anonymous

By: Joy Malone

By: Alyssa Tyer
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Heritage Day was held on November 29, 2018 for middle school and high school.
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Students participated in spirit week for basketball homecoming.

