
Hamlet Study Guide 

What does the ghost want Hamlet to do?  

How does Ophelia’s insanity compare to Hamlet’s?  

Whose skull does Hamlet hold at the grave yard?  

Who ultimately becomes King?  

What does the Gravedigger offer the play?  

Who is Barnardo?  

What does Laertes do in the fencing match?  

How long did Gertrude wait to remarry?  

What is one of Polonius’s character traits?  

What does Hamlet do to learn the truth?  

Who was Polonius’s servant?  

Who is Voltemand?  

What do they call the actors of the Mousetrap? 

What happened to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern when they reached England?  

Whom did Claudius murder?  

What do Hamlet, Laertes, and Fortinbras have in common? 

How is Laertes best described?  

What is the play-within-a-play devised to do?  

What happens when Claudius sees the play?  

What is the “To be, or not to be” soliloquy a meditation of?  

Who does Hamlet refer to when he says, “Frailty, thy name is woman”.  

What about “Get thee to a nunnery”? 

How does Hamlet kill Polonius?  

Why does the ghost appear to Hamlet in his mother’s chamber?  

Why does Hamlet hold Fortinbras in high esteem?  

What does Horatio say after Hamlet dies?  

What does the Ghost tell Hamlet?  

What advise does Polonius give to Laertes?   

What does Hamlet tell Gertrude about kindness?   

What does Claudius say about prayer and sincerity?  

How are Claudius’s actions toward his brother and Hamlet an example of theme?  

All of the main characters’ dying in the final scene is an example of what literary element? 

What about Hamlet and Claudius testing each other in order to discover their true intentions? 

What do the Queens Weaknesses and Polonius’s meddlesome behavior have in common?  

What do the Opening scene and the Gravedigger scene have in common?  

What literary element is exemplified by Hamlet not killing his Uncle after prayer?  

What about Hamlet’s responsibility to kill his Uncle?  

Who is next in line for the throne after Old Hamlet’s death?  

What feelings are Ophelia torn between?  

What do Claudius and Polonius have in common?  

How does Hamlet really feel toward Ophelia?  

What is Hamlet’s mood before he sees the ghost?  

What is Horatio’s immediate reaction to Hamlet dying? 

Why won’t Hamlet let him do it? What does he want?  

What type of play is Hamlet? 



 

 

 


