
Hamlet Prompt 
Up to this point we have discussed the great epics. Stories where heroes fought for fame and 

glory. Tales of knights that lived up to the virtues of chivalry. We have seen the hero’s journey 
completed by men in good faith. People who succeeded and became examples to the world. The play 
Hamlet shows us what happens when that hero fails.  
 In a well-developed essay, discuss the specific failures of Hamlet, the differences in parallel 
characters and their alternative courses of action, and what this means in terms of the hero’s adventure 
and universal theme.  

 
 

Scoring Criteria  Exceeds the Standard: 
20-18pts 

Meets the Standard: 
17-15pts/14-12 

Does Not Yet Meet 
Standard:  10-5pts 

Effective Introductions 
 

The essay has TAG.  
The thesis is clear 
(direct or implied).  
The intro is original. (It 
doesn’t sound like 
anyone else’s).  

The essay has TAG.  
The thesis is clear 
(Usually direct).  

TAG is incomplete, 
missing, or confusing.  
Thesis statement is 
incomplete, missing or 
confusing.  

Prompt  The essay addresses 
failures, alternative 
actions, and theme in a 
way that  creates new 
thinking and 
understanding 
  

The Paper addresses 
the three major ideas 
of the prompt in a way 
that is coherent or at 
least makes an attempt 
at coherence.  

The paper ineffectively 
addresses the major 
concepts or the prompt 
is not addressed.  

Level of Analysis The paper seeks to 
create new 
understanding, and 
connects to the reader 
with a unique voice 
that is authoritative 
and confident in 
analysis.    

The paper hits upon 
the new ideas, but 
does not necessarily 
branch out to new 
ideas. The content is 
there, but the voice in 
formulaic and lacks 
confidence.  

The paper summarizes 
instead of providing 
analysis, makes little 
attempt to address 
individual subjects, 
and/or has no passion 
in the voice. 
#carealittlemore 

Evidence  Students successfully 
back up information 
with every point and 
conclude with an 
effective argument.   

Evidence is used 
throughout the essay 
and mostly is used to 
strictly reinforce the 
main idea of the essay 
with few asides.   

The paper lacks 
evidence and fails to 
move beyond a basic 
understanding of the 
text.   

Mechanics  There are fewer than 5 
mistakes in grammar 
and spelling.  

There are fewer than 
10 mistakes in 
grammar and spelling.  

The number of 
mistakes exceeds 10.  


